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SERMON LXXIIL &c

The Strength of Sin, and how the

Law is the Strength thereof, opened

up and unfolded *.

i Cor. xv. 56.

- The ftrength offin is the law.

PERHAPS there was never a generation where-

in the ftrength and dominion of fin did more dif-

cover itfelf, in the life and converfation of the

people, than in this prefent age. Such is the mighty

power thereof, that as all the children of men are Haves,

lb mod of the children of God are captives to it. How
are the thoughts, words, and actions of men and women,
as fo many flaves, captives, and drudges to (in? But, for

as ftrong as it is, the ftrength of it is little feen, and few

know where the ftrength of it lies. As the Philiftines

did not know that the ftrength of Samfon lay in his hair,

or in the locks of his head, which whenever it was fhav-

ed his ftrength was gone ; fo the world little know this

myftery, that the ftrength of fin is the law, infomuch,

that till the finner be fhaved, as it were, with the fnarp

razor of the Spirit of Chrift, fo as to be cut off from the

law, and united to Chrift, the end of the lawf the ftrength

of fin remains, and the rule of it.

* This fubject appears to have been handled in fix fermons,

preached on facramental occafions, in the year 1727. The firit

two at the facrament of Kinglany, July 30th, 31ft. The next

two at Orvvel, Auguft 7th, 8th. The lnft two are an enlarge-

ment on the fame fubject ; but when or where delivered is uncer-

tain. This is the fixth impreflion.

Vol. V. B That



14 The Strength o/Sin, Ser.LXXIIL

That I may come to the purpoie I defign, you may
only notice, that as the apoftle in the preceding part

of the chapter, is treating the great doctrine of the

refurrection of the dead, proving it from the refurrecti-

on of Chrift, anfwering objections againft this truth, and

fhewing what a remarkable change will be made upon

the bodies of believers, both thefe that are dead, and

thefe that (hall be living at the found of the laft trumpet

:

fo, in the context here, he is difcovering the complete

conquefl that then the faints will obtain over death and

the grave, and that then will be accomplifhed what the

prophet Hofea fays, chap. xiii. 14. Death Jhall befwal-

lowed up in victory ; I will ranfom theefrom the power of

the grave ) I will redeem themfrom death : death, I will

be thy plagues ; grave, I will be thy deftruclion. What
the prophets declare were to have their initial accom-

plifhed in the New-Teftament days, the apoitles declare

are to have their full and confummate accomplimment

at the day of judgment
;

yet, fo fweet and fatisfying is

the begun accomplimment thereof in Chrifl jefus, that

the apoftle, for himfelf, and in name of all believers in

Chrifl, fmgs their EniNlKlON, their fong of triumph

and victory, whereof thefe words are a part, faying, O
death, where is thy ft: rig f O grave, where is thy vicloryf

The fling of death is fin, the ftrength of fin is the law :

but thanks to God, that giveth us the victory, through out-

Lord Jefus Chrifl, Death had a fling, even power to

hurt and kill ; and the grave had a victory : but now '

where are they ? In Chrifl they are fpoiled and dirnrrn-

ed, fo as they are not to be feen ; where are they ? And
the day is coming, with refpect to the faints, when not

fo much as the fign and veftige of death's power or the

grave's victory will remain ; where are they ? Thefling

of death is Jin: for fin gives power unto death, which

would have no power to hurt, did not fin give venom
to its darts : but Chrifl, by death, hath taken obt this

fling, made atonement for (in, and obtained remifTion

:

fo that though death may hifs, it cannot hurt. The

ftrength offin is the law ; for fin hath ftrength to con-

demn us, and ftrength to deftroy us, from the law, and

its curfes, and threatenings : but Chrift hath removed
the
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the curfe of the law, by becoming a curfefor us. Yea,

the whole power and fanction of the firft covenant, the

law of works, was transferred upon Chrift, and in him
fulfilled and ended ; fo that fin is deprived of its

flrength and fting, by ChrihVs obedience unto deaths even

the death of the crofs : therefore, though death may feize

the believer in Chrift, yet it can never fting him, nor

hold him in its power : Thanks be to God, then, that

giveth us the viclory, fays the apoftle, through Jefus

Chrift. By faith the believer fhares of his conqueft and

victory ; the victory is given through Chrift to them,

yet they are filled the overcomers : To him that over-

cometh, will'I give to eat of the tree of life. Who are the

overcomers ? Even they to whom it is given of God
through Jefus Chrift. Chrift hath obtained it, and gives

it. As heaven, and eternal life, is the gift of God thro
y

Chrift ; fo the victory over fin, and death, and hell, and

all enemies in the way to heaven, is the gift of God thro'

Jefus Chrift. Hence the apoftle in the laft verfe, infers

duty and fervice incumbent upon all believers ; There-

fore, beloved brethren, be ye ftedfaft and immoveable, al-

ways abounding in the work of the Lord ; teaching us,

that there is no gofpel-fervice, without the faith of vic-

tory through Chrift ; no gofpel-holinefs, till a perfon,

being in Chrift, hath victory in him over fin, death, and

the law, which is the flrength offin ; then he is in cafe

to abound in the work of the Lord, from a principle of

gratitude ; knowing that his labour fhall not be in vain in

the Lord. The believer hath in view the recompence of

reward ; and this is the reward of grace, that as in the

Lord he hath victory, in the Lord he hath righteoufnefs,

in the Lord he hath ftrength for work and warfare ; fo

in the Lord his work and warfare will be crowned : he

fball not obtain the crown, no more than the victory,

by his own work and labour, nor becaufe he or his

works are worthy, but becaufe of Chrift, in whom he

is worthy, and hath by his dying obtained the victory

and the crown both ; on his work offaith, and labour of

love, is an evidence of his union to Chrift, in whom he

is bleffed with grace and glory. Therefore he knows,

B 2
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according to the meafure of his faith, that his labour is

not in vain in the Lord.

But now, the verfe where my text lies, feems to be

an explication of the fir ft part of the apoftle's fong ; he

had faid, death, where is thy Jiing f grave, where

is thy vicloryf But if any mould afk, What mean you,

Paul, by the fling of death? Why, fays he, thefling of

death isfin ; fo that, take away (in, and then death hath

no fling ; no flrength to hurt or harm us. Well, but

may it be faid, Where lies the flrength of fin ? and

whence hath it fuch flrength ? The anfwer is, The

flrength effin is the law ; as fin is the flrength of death,

fo the law is the flrength of fin. Sin puts arms in the

hand of death, and the law puts arms in the hand of fin :

The flrength offin is the law.

Where you may notice thefe three things following.

i. The grand evil that ruins all mankind, here fpoken

of, namely, Sin ; this is that which makes us need a

Saviour, whofe name is Jesus, becaufe he faves his peo-

plefrom their fin. The apoflle fpeaks not here of any

iranfient acl of fin, but even of the root and fountain of

iin ; the corruption and depravation of nature, together

with the lufls and affections of the flefh.

2. You have here the quality of fin ; Strength is

afcribed to it. There are feveral attributes this monfler

hath, particularly thefe two, guilt and filth ; but

Strength is the compend of all its other qualities.

It hath flrength to defile, and flrength to deflroy

;

flrength to kill, and flrength to damn. The flrength

of fin makes us fland in need of a flrong Saviour, and
of that help which is laid upon One that is mighty.

3. You have here the accidental fource or rife of the

flrength of fin, namely, the law; the law of works,

commanding obedience, as the condition of eternal life,

and difcharging difobedience on pain of eternal death.

The moral law, under the form of a covenant of works,

is the law the apoflle here fpeaks of: and this law, as

it is violated and broken by our apoflacy and rebellion

againfl God ; for, as this law is become fo weak through

the fiefn, Ptom. viii. 3. that it cannot juftify nor fanc-

tify a finner, nor fave a breaker of it ; fo it is become
powerful



Ser. LXXIIL How the Law isfo, opened. 1

7

powerful pnly to condemn, and powerful to damn the

finner ; and this it does, by giving fin a power to ruin,

condemn, and deftroy the finner. As fin, in a manner
took juftifying ftrength from the law, fo the law gives

condemning ftrength to fin, leaving the finner under its

curfe : and, becaufe fm violated the holy command of

the law, the law gives fin a commanding power over the

finner, and makes fin to rife, and rage, and reign over

the finner, fo as it commands him to ferve like a drudge
and a Have. This the law does, both by virtue of its

curfe, and by virtue of its command ; the power of fm
being a part of the curfe of the law, and confequence

of the command. Not that the holy, juft, and good
law of God, that commands holinefs, can poilibly com-
mand fin or unholinefs ; but by reafon of our corrupti-

on, which, like water, the more it is damned up, the

more it fwells. The command of holinefs excites and
ftirs up the rule and command of fin over us ; which
bears no more reflection upon the holinefs of the law,

than the (link of a dunghill, raifed and excited by the

heat of the fun, reflects any indignity upon, or in the

lead flams the purity of the beams thereof. The more
pure and refulgent the beams of the fun are, the more
influence it hath for ftirring up the filthy vapours of the

dunghill ; fo, the more holy that the law is, the more
does it excite the filthy fleams, and raife and exafperate

the impurity of corruption. But in what refpect the law
is theJirength offin 9

may be mewed more at large in the

fequel.

Having offered this fhort view of the words, there

are two doctrines might be treated from them.

I. Thatfin is a veryJlrong and powerful thing.

II. That the ftrength offin is the law : Or thus, That
the law of works is theJirength offin to a finner that hath

violated and broken it.

I intend, through divine aid, to illuftrate both thefc

proportions ; but mall confine myfelf to the flrfl at this

time. If we get right views of the Jirength offin 9
it will

commend the Jirength of a Saviour to us.

Doer. I.
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Doct. I. ThatJin is a very firong and powerful thing.

In treating of which, I would effay to do the follow-

ing things.

I. Speak a little of the nature of fin ; and fhow what
it is.

II. I would enquire into theftrength of fin, in the qua-

lilies and degrees of its ftrength.

III. I would fhew how the ftrength of fin difcovers it*

felf.

IV. Whence the ftrength of fin comes, and where it

lies.

V. Draw fome inferences from this for application.

I. We propofe to fpeak a little concerning the nature

of fin. I fhall confine myfelf to thefe two accounts of

it, namely, (i.) That it is a tranfgrejfton of the law,

i John hi. 4. (2.) That it is an oppofition to God the

Lawgiver and enmity againft God, Rom. viii. 7.

1. Confider it as it is a tranfgreftion of the law ; and
all mankind are tranfgreflbrs from the womb, ever fince

Adam and Eve began the rebellion : we daily tranfgrefs

it, in thought, word, and deed. It is ftrange to con-

fider how many poor ignorant finners expect to be jufti-

fied by that law which they are daily tranfgreffing

;

which declares, that they know not themfelves to be
finners and tranfgreflbrs thereof. They fay they are

finners, but they do not believe what they fay ; or, if

they believe they are finners, they do not believe they

are fuch finners, but that the law may bear with them
;

for they cannot fee fuch depravity in- their actions, as

that the law fhould condemn them; and when once they

imagine, that the law will not condemn them, they fan-

cy next, that the law will juftify them. Some, whofe
lives and actions are not evidently grofs and profane,

may be filled with foolifh ignorant thoughts of this fort,

that the law hath little to fay againft them
;

yea, that

they have done all thefe things from their youth up. O
dreadful arrogance and ignorance, for a brat of hell to

imagine that he hath not tranfgreffed the law by any
wicked deed

!

But
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But if any be fo grofly ignorant, as to juflify their

deeds as being conform to the law ; let them fet the law
of God, and even their words in oppofition to each o-

ther, and fee if they have tranfgr^fcd the law : for,

though in many things we offend all ; yet, if any man of-

fend not in word, the fame is a perfecl man, fays the a-

poflle, James iii. 2. But where is there even fuch per-

fection as this among the children of men, if you con-

fider how every command of the law is broken by the

ordinary fpeech of men ?—Why, every word that fa-

vours of atheifm, unbelief, and contempt of God, and
carnal confidence, is a breach of the firfl command.

—

Every word that favours of difrefpeel to divine ordi-

nances, whether preaching, praying, reading, meditat-

ing, communicating, and the like, is a breach of the

fecond command.—Every word that tends to the abufing

of God's name, by ram fwearing, minched oaths, car-

nal praying, formal devotion, and hypocritical proteffa-

tions and profeffion, is a breach of the third command.
—Every idle and unprofitable word on week-days, and es-

pecially on Sabbath-days, whereon we are in a peculiar

manner called to obftain from our own words, is a
breach of the fourth command.—Every difrefpeftful and
dfhonourable word of fuperiors, inferiors, or equals,

and efpecially of parents and relations, whether natural,

civil, or fpiritual, is a breach of the fifth command
Every malicious, invective, bitter, offenfive, and killing

word, that cuts like a fword, is a breach of the fixtb
command.—Every immodefi, unchafle, fenfual,- and laf-

civous word, that favours of a vile, polluted mind, is a
breach of thefeventh command.—Every cheating word,
as in buying and felling, when you vilify too much what
you buy, and magnify too much what you fell, is a
breach oi the eighth command.—Every railing word, e-

very reproachfid, backbiting, lying, and falfe accufation,

whether to, or of your neighbours, is a breach of the
ninth command. And, finally, every murmuring and
fretful word, that favours of difcontent, grudging, and
envy, is a breach of the tenth command.
You then that hope for j unification by the works of

the law, if you be not confetous of your ill works, what
fay
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fay you of your words ? If in word you have offended,

know, that by your words you {hall be condemned.
Why, fay you, Who are they that want their faults of

that fort ? But, wJptever words efcape me, yet, I hope,

I have a good heart to God. Alas, man ! will you ex-

amine that heart of yours with the good law of God,
and fee if it be a good heart or not ; and if it be found

a tranfgreffor of the law, then the fountain is defiled,

and never call it good again. If you be chargeable with

any of thefe tranigrefhons of the law, that I have named,
whether in your works or words, know, that the heart

is the very fountain of thefe evil words and actions ; for,

cut of the heart they proceed, Matth. xv. 1 9. ; and if the

fruit be evil, the root cannot be good : if the dreams
be bitter, the fountain cannot be fweet. The fmoke of

vain words and evil actions, that comes out at the chim-

ney of your daily converfation, declares that there is a

fire within doors, a furnace of corruption in the heart.

But more particularly, will you fet your heart and
the law together a little, and fee what it is.— Compare
your heart with the firjl command, and you will find it

to be nothing but a throne of iniquity, a receptacle of

falfe gods, where a thouiand other gods are worfhipped.

—Compare it with the fecond command, and then you
will fee it to be nothing but a chamber of imagery,

filled with fo many images, and mifreprefentations of

God.— Compare it with the third command, and you
will find nothing elfe but a bench of blafphemy, iffuing

forth indignities and aiironts to the name of God.

—

Compare it with the fourth command, and you will find

it to be nothing but a dunghill of profanity, a play-houfe

of idlenefs, and a facrilegious waiter of holy time-
Compare it with the fifth command, and you will fee it

to be nothing but a palace of pride, and a tower of felf-

exaltation, fetting yourfelf above all others.—Compare
it with \hcfixth command, and here it will be found to

be nothing but the devil's fhambles, and a flaughter-

houfe of malice and murder ; for, he that hates his bro-

ther in his heart, is a murderer.—Compare your heart

with the feventh command, and you will find it nothing

but a cage of unclean birds, unclean thoughts, vile af-

fections.
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fecYions.—Compare it with the eighth command, and
then you will fee it to be nothing but a tabernacle of
robbers , though your hand fhould Xyt free of theft and
robbery : but if you have ftolen all that your heart went
after, many a horfe and cow hath it ftollen

;
yea, many

a fine houfe and yard hath your heart robbed your neigh-

bour of.—Compare it with the ninth command, and you
will find it to be nothing but a fountain of calumny , ei-

ther inventing ill tales of your neighbour, or exagerat-

ing and magnifying any falfe report ; or tickled with,

and glad of any occafion to cafl a blot upon his name.

—

Compare your hearts with the tenth command, and you
will find it alfo to be nothing but a temple of idolatry ;

for, covetoufnefs is idolatry, fays the apoitle. As many
objects as the covetous heart purfues after, fo many
idols does it fall down before. And now, tell me,
after all, Is that a good heart ? Nay, alas ! every imagi-

nation of it is evil, and evil continually ; yea, it is deceit-

ful above all things, and defperately wicked.

Thus fin is a tranfgreffion of the law, whether in

heart, fpeech, or behaviour ; and thus we are all

tranfgrelfors : yea, though wre could free ourfelves of

aclual fins, which is impoflible, and fay that we are

clean in thought, word, and aclion
;

yet as wTe have

finned in Adam, Rom. v. 12.; fo our very natures are

fmful and corrupt, and deftitute of conformity to the

law ; as void of righteoufnefs, as Chrifl was free of fin
;

and altogether filthy, as Chrifl is altogether lovely. The
law requires holinefs of nature, heart, and way, and
curfes every one that continues not in all things required

therein, Gal. iii. 10. Why then, the meaning of that

word to a finner, If thou wilt enter into life, keep the com-

mandments, is as much as to fay, O finner, you have

forfeit eternal life by your not keeping the command-
ment, and thou art doomed to eternal death, which,

as fure as God lives, will be your everlafting lot, if the

law get not a better keeper than you in your room and
flead : the reafon then, why I declare you tranfgrefTors

of the law, is, that I may recommend Chrifl the more
to you as the end of the lawfor righteoufnefs. Sin is a

tranfgreffion of the law.

V o l. V, C 2. Con-
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2. Confider it as it is an oppofition to God, the Law-giver

:

it is called enmity againfi God. Some have a notion of

fin, that it is a tranfgreffion of God's law, and yet not

a due fenfe of fin*m the intrinfical evil of it, as it is an

oppofition to God's nature : as every actual fin, whether

of omillion or commiflion, is a walking contrary to God,

Lev. xxvi. 27. ; fo fin, in its nature, is a contrariety to

God's nature, and a defpifing of'him , as well as difpleaf-

ing to him, 1 Sam. ii. 30. : yea, nothing is fo oppofite

to God as fin. God is wifdom, fin is folly ; God is

holinefs, fin is filthinefs ; God is juftice, fin is iniquity
;

God is goodnefs itfelf, fin is badnefs itfelf; God is

faithfulnefs, fin is treachery ; God is light, fin is dark-

nefs ; God is life, fin is death ; God is beauty, fin is

deformity ; God is majefty, fin is bafenefs ; God is love,

fin is enmity. Sin is fo oppofite to God, that if the

lead drop of it fliould get into his nature, he would ceafe

to be God. The wicked think, becaufe God is patient

and long-fufFering, therefore he approves of their fin,

and is of the fame judgment with thetnfelves ; Becaufe I

held my peace, thou thoughteji that I was altogether like

thyfelf ; but 1 will reprove thee, and fet thine iniquities in

order before thee, Pfal. 1. 21. Know, when you have

any fuch thoughts of God as this, you do blafpheme

God; for, if God did approve of your fin, he would
ceafe to be God, he would be God no longer : why fo,

think you ? Even becaufe then God would not be infi-

nitely holy : now, holinefs is his being ; therefore, if he.

fliould ceafe to be infinitely holy, he would ceafe to be

God : fo oppofite is fin to God, that if he did not hate

fin as much as he does, he would ceafe to be God. If

his hatred of fin were lefs than it is, then he would not

be infinitely holy ; and infinite holinefs inuft needs have

infinite hatred againfi fin. This is the very thing that

makes fin to be an infinite evil, objectively confidered

:

and whatever fome may think of fin, furely we cannot

fpeak enough of the evil of it. You that have but light

thoughts of fin, you have light and flight thoughts of

God ; and you that have light thoughts of fin, have

light thoughts of Chrift : it cannot be a light matter,

that the eternal God gave his eternal Son to be a facri-

fice
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fice for, otherwife we had been eternal facrifices to his

incenfed juftice. The more difhonourably that we fpeak

of fin, the more honourably mult wa fpeak of Chrift, the

Saviour that faves from it. Nothing expofes fin fo much
as the gofpel of Chrift, declaring him to be the facrifice

for fin ; which fays, that the infinite hatred that God
bears to fin, is equal to the infinite love that he bears to

his own Son ; and that his hatred to fin is as deep, as

his love to Chrift is high ; and that the depth of the one,

and the height of the other, are both equally infinite.

As Chrifl's death is the great facrifice for fin, that we
commemorate at this occafion ; fo the view of the infi-

nite value thereof, relates to the infinite evil of fin. As
there would be no need for Chrift, as a Saviour, if there

were no fin ; fo there would be no need for fuch a Sa-

viour as he is, if fin were not fuch an evil as it is : and as

the guilt of it cannot be expiated without fuch an infi-

nite ranfom as he gave ; fo the power of it cannot be

deftroyed but by fuch an almighty arm as he hath, who
alone is able to fave to the uttermoit. But this leads

me, having thus far touched the nature, to fpeak next

of the Jirength of fin.

II. The fecond thing propofed here is, to enquire a

little into the flrength of fin. The devil is called the

ftrong man, yet he is without ; but fin is the ftrong man
within; or, as the apoftle calls it, the old man, Eph. iv.

22. ; where he exhorts even the faints to put off the old

man. Sin is no child, but a man : it is no young ftrip-

ling, but an antient, ftrong, old man ; one that is grown
in years, and carries power, command, authority with

it in the beft of God's children : and if it many times

powerfully prevails in and over them, how powerfully

does it reign in the reft of the world ? But, that the

flrength of fin may be farther opened, I fhall lay before

you, 1. Some of the qualities of the flrength of fin. 2.

The degrees of its flrength, pofitive, comparitive, and

fuperlative.

ifl, As to the quality of the flrength of fin : what fort

of a flrength it hath, may appear in thefe ten qualities

and bad properties of it.

C 2 1. Sin
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i. Sin hath a commanding flrength, requiring obedi-

ence, and obliging its fervants, to obey it in the lujls

thereof^ Rom. vi. 12, 16. Indeed, the commands of fin

are very unlawful and unreasonable
;
yet it commands

men to go, and they go ; to come, and they come : and men
obey the commands of fin, by difobeying the commands
of God ; for, when they do not what God injoins them,
they do what fin requires them.

2. Sin hath a condemning flrength : as fin is a great

commander, fo the commanding power of fin, when
yielded to, delivers us over to the condemning power
of fin. Now, what this condemning power of fin is,

the apoflle fhews plainly, Jam. i. 15. Sin, when it is fi-
nijloed, bringethforth death. Sin is a faithlefs and fliame-

lefs tyrant and tempter ; for, at firft it promifes life and
immunity from death, faying, like the devil that finned

from the beginning, Tou jhall not furely die : yet, no
fooner does a man obey the command of fin, than it

condemns him to death -, The wages offin is death, Rom.
vi. 23. Hence,

3. Sin hath a deceiving flrength. See Heb. iii. 13.

Exhort one another while it is called to-day, lefl any of yen

be hardened through the deceitfulnefs of fin : hence the

lufls of the fiefh are called deceitful lufts, Eph. iv. 22.

Sin powerfully deceives, by blinding the mind, corrupt-

ing the judgment, hardening the heart, alluring the af-

fections, and perfuading the finner that there are fome
things forbidden in the law that are good and profitable,

and may be done without any fcruple of confeience.

Sometimes it will perfuade the greedy-minded worldly

man, that is thinking how to enrich himfelf, that to do
it by the fubtilty of his pate, the forgery of his tongue,

the villany of his hand, and by violent means, is an ea-

fier and fweeter way than to toil and labour to inrich him-

felf by honefl means. Sometimes it will perfuade the

finner, that there is no hell, no fear of punifhment ; or,

if there be, yet he may afterwards repent, and prevent

it ; and fo he is emboldened to fin, and deceived.

4. Sin hath a working flrength ; When -we zuere in

the flefb, the motions of fin that were by the law, did work

in our numbers to bring forth fruit unto death, Rom. vii. 5.

And,
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And, ver. 8. Sin taking occafwn by the commandment,

'wrought in me all manner of concupifcence. Sin then,

and natural corruption, is no idle thing ; no, by no

means : it hath an affecting and working power, to bring

forth evil notions. Hence, Jam. i. 15. When luft is con-

ceived, it bringeth forth fin ; and the flefh is faid to lujl

againfl the Spirit, Gal. v. 17. By reafon of corruption,

there is an inclination and a pronenefs of all the faculties

of the foul to that which is evil.

5. Sin hath a conquering and captivating flrength : the

children of God themfelves are many times brought into

captivity to it ; Ifee another law in my members, warring

again/} the law of my m'u:d
y
and bringing me into captivity

to the law offin , which is in my members , Rom. vii. 23.

And if it fometimes carry all before it, in a manner,

where there is grace, how muil it be where there is no

grace, and where the man is under the law, and not

under grace f Surely it carries them whitherfoever it

pleafes, except in fo far as the man is under the reflraint

of providence.

6. Sin hath a defiling and polluting flrength ; To the

pure all things are pure ; but to them that are defiled and

unbelieving is nothing pure, but even their mind and con-

fcience is defiled, Tit. i. 15. Sin defiles the mind, de-

files the confcience, defiles the will, defiles the affections,

defiles the memory, defiles the imagination, defiles the

thoughts, defiles the words, defiles the actions, and de-

fils and flains all the duties the man puts his hand to

:

it defiles his hearing, defiles his reading, defiles his

praying, defiles his meditating, defiles his communicat-

ing, defiles his conferring with others ; and, in a word,

defiles foul and body, inward and outward man
;

yea,

defiles and infects neighbours, friends, ftrangers, and

all that come near to it.

7. Sin hath a dementing flrength, to make people

mad ; They are mad upon idols, Jer. 1. 38. Sin makes

men nothing but mad fools, and beiide themfelves.

We reckon him a fool that would drink a cup of poifon

:

that is what the fmner does. Is he not a fool that would

defpife his food ? So do iinners, that defpife Chrifl and

the gofpel Is he not a mad fool, that would prefer a

fhadow
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fhadow to a fubftance ? So are they, that prefer earth

to heaven, and the things of time to thefe of eternity.

Hence alfo,

8. Sin hath a transforming ftrength, infomuch, that

when it comes to a height, it turns the foul to a devil.

This mult be a great ftrength, that can turn a man to a

devil. What are wicked men, in whom fin reigns, and
rages, and is come to a height, but like fo many devils?

It can even turn difciples into devils ; / have chofen you

twelve, and one of you is a devil, John vi. 70. Yea,
fuch is the ftrength of it, that it can, in fome refpeel:,

turn a faint to a devil, at lead to act the part of one

:

hence Chrift fays to Peter, a faint, Get thee behind ?ne,

Satan. The godly man, out of a miftaken affection to

his Mafter, fpoke the language of Satan : and therefore

received this lharp reprimand from his Lord. Ye need
not wonder at this, for fin turned angels to devils ; the

fin that the angels did commit, prefently turned them
to devils : therefore you need not think ftrange, if fin

hath fuch a transforming power, as to turn men and wo-
men into devils.

9. Sin hath a weakening and wounding ftrength ; it

weakens the hands even of faints, that they cannot do

what they would, Rom. vii. 1 5. How much more is the

Chriftlefs fmner under an utter inability and incapacity

to do any good thing ? Nay, we are by nature without

ftrength ; for the ftrength of fin hath taken away the

ftrength of man. So weak by reafon of remaining fin

and corruption is the faint, that he is not fufficient of

himfelf to think any thing as of himfelf but his fufficiency

is of God, 2 Cor. iii. 5. What then can a Chriftlefs fin-

ner do ? Let Arminians, who magnify the power of

nature, tell. Sin hath weakened our hands
;

yea, and
wounded us to death. For,

10. Sin hath a killing and flaying ftrength; Sin, taking

occafion by the commandment, deceived me, and by itflew
me, Rom. vii. 11. Every fin we commit, is a wound
and a ftab to our fouls. And, Oh ! my friends, we
have wounded ourfelves with fin, -and rendered our-

felves liable to eternal death. Let us not remain and

die in our wounds, without fearching and feeking for

recovery,
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recovery, relief, and redrefs. As the fmart of a wound
fends us to the furgeon, may the fmart of our fins fend

us to the phyfician of fouls, to Jefus Chrift : his pre-

cious blood alone can cure that deadly wound. The
Son of man is lifted up, like the brazen ferpent among
the Ifraelites, that whofoever look to him may be healed

of the deadly wound. If you fay, what warrant have I

to look to him for healing ? Why, you need no better

than his own call and command, Look to me, and be

faved. But, will I come fpeed, and be fuccefsful ?

Yea, Him that cometh to me, I will in no wife caft out

;

even fo, him that looks to me, I will not fail to fave.

But, fay you, my wounds are old and feftered, and,

I fear, incurable ; I have had them now thefe many
years : If I had come to Chrift in time, perhaps, he
might have cured me ; but now, I think, he will not.

To this we reply ; It is, indeed, very dangerous to

fight many years under Satan's banner, where you fhall

get fear upon fear, and wound upon wound, to the

hazarding of your foul's everiafting death. The dan-

ger is exceeding great, and it will be a wonder of mer-
cy, if Chrift undertake the cure : but, fmce wonders of
mercy are many times performed by him, therefore, be
your wounds old or new, it is all a matter to him, and
to the Father's infinite, boundlefs, bottomlefs mercy in

him ; and therefore, in a way of looking to the mercy-
feat, fprinkled with the blood of Chriit, there is yet

hope in Ifrael concerning you,—If you fay, Such is the

ftrength of fin that you have been fpeaking of, and the

firength of unbelief, that I cannot come, I cannot be-

lieve, I cannot turn to God in Chriit. Why, Sirs, for

what end do we point out the ftrength of fin to you,
but that you may fee your utter inability to fave your-
felves, and that you may look to him, in whom almigh-
ty ftrength is, for working faith, and drawing you ?

Therefore, O cry to him, and plead with him, that the

right-hand of the Lord may do valiantly, in delivering

you : but reft not fatisfied in faying you cannot come,
while the matter is, .you will not come

;
you have no

ftrength, becaufe you have no will. If you were willing,

ftrength
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ftrength is at hand ; the day of your willingnefs is the
day of his power ; Thy people jhall be willing in the day

cf thy power. When the will is gained to Chrift, the

power of Chrift hath been there, and will be more and
more.—But, that you may fee ftill the more need of the

ftrength of Chrift, take a further view of the ftrength

of fin,

idly, In the degrees of its ftrength. And here you
may confider the ftrength of fin in a pofitive, compara-
tive, and fuperlative manner.

[i.] Pofitively, fin hath a manifold ftrength. If we
look further into the fcriptural account thereof, you will

find, that,

i . Sin hath the ftrength of a law ; hence called the

lazu offin and death, Rom. viii. i. What this law re-

quires, that men do by their commiffions ; and what this

law forbids, that men forbear by their omiffions. And
what is required by this law ? Even all acls of enmity

againft God. And, what is forbidden by it ? Even all

ads of duty towards God.
z. Sin has the ftrength of a king. Where there is a

law, there is a lawgiver, a legiilator ; and fin is both

law and lawgiver, for it reigns like a king : hence fin is

faid to reign, Rom. vi. 12. Let notfin reign in your mor~

tal body.

3. Sin hath the ftrength of a conqueror. Some kings

are weak and impotent, and cannot be ftiled conquer-

ors ; but fin is both a king and a conqueror, a victorious

conqueror. All the myriads of fallen angels, that are

now devils ; and all the millions of fallen men that have

been, and are in the world, are fo many black trophies

of the conqueft thereof.

4. Sin hath the ftrength of a tower and flrong hold

:

and hence the weapons of the gofpel-warfare are faid to be

mighty, through God, to the pulling down thefeflrong holds,

n Cor. x. 4, 5. And many a pull do they take before

they be pulled wholly down, even though every pull

that does any execution, muft be a pull of omnipo-

tency.

5. Sin hath the ftrength of an army. Sin, even in

believers, is compared to an army : they are faid to have

in
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in them a company of two armies, an army of lufts and
an army of graces ; and the former army fometimes
prevails againft the latter. Kow ftrong muft the army
of hell be in thefe that want grace, and have no army
to oppofe it ?

6. Sin hath the flrength of a mountain., the advantage

of the ground, even in the children of grace ; their

corruptions, like the Canaanites, have poffefTion, old

poffeftion, and they keep the mountain : yea, fin and
corruption themfelves, are compared to high and ftrong

mountains, mountains of Better, and hills of feparatiou.

When Chrilt comes, he is faid to come flipping on the

mountains, and leaping over the hills. Who art thou, O
great mountain f Before our Zcrubbabel thou flak become

a plain,

7. Sin hath the flrength of a prifon ; it is a dark
prifon, a clofs prifon, a ftrong prifon : and fmners are

called prifoners ; and hence the work of a Saviour, is

called the opening of the prifon, Ifa. lxi. 1

.

8. Sin hath the ftrength of a chain. Of all men, ftaves

are in the word circurnftances ; of all flaves, prifoners

are worft ; and of all prifoners, thefe that are in chains

and fetters. Sinners are not only Haves, but prifoners

;

not only prifoners but in chains within their prifon, held

in the bond of iniquity, fhut up in unbelief as in a prifon

and chain : and lb ftrait is the chain, that their hands
are in chains, they cannot work ; their feet in chains,

they cannot walk ; thejr head chained down, that they

cannot look up to God for mercy ; their heart in chains,

that they cannot fo much as deiire the Lord Jefus to loofe,

and fave, and deliver them. But then,

[2.] Confider the ftrength of fm comparatively, and
you will find it ftronger than many ftrong things.

1 . Sin is ftronger than all the children of men ; for it

hath made them all its captives ; yea, and willing fubjecls*

As it is faid of Chrift, Thy people Jhall be willing in the

day of thy power ; fo, fuch is the ftrength of fm, that we
may fay, it hath made millions of willing fubjects and
Haves to it in the day of its power ; and the day of its

hellifh power is always till a day of divine power come
to conquer it.

Vol. V. D 2. Sin
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2. Sin is ftronger than affliclion, no rod will drive it

away ; Ifa. xi. 13. The people turn not to him that /mites

them, neither do they feek the Lord : nay, they are apt to

revolt more and more ; Ifa. lvii. 17. For the iniquity of his

covetoufnefs was I wroth, and /mote him ; yet he went on

frowardly in the way of his heart.

3. As it is ftronger than affliction, fo it is ftronger

than conviclion. Many go to hell with a bofom-full of

convictions : and, does not fin hurry people to run its

errands by a multitude of wicked actions, and that over

the belly of a thoufand convictions, conscience flying in

their face for omitting fuch a duty, or committing fuch

a trefpafs
;
yet fin mafters it ?

4. Sin is ftronger than warnings, calls, and all exter-

nal means ; for it makes men flight all thefe as trifles,

and ftand out againft them. Sin is not daunted with

the threatenings of hell and wrath ; Becaufe fentence a-

gainft an evil zvork is not fpeedily executed, therefore the

heart of the children of men is fet in them to do evil. Nei-

ther can it be allured with the promifes of the gofpel
j

Who hath believed our report? Again,

5. Sin is ftronger than refolutions, vo-zus, and promifes.

Perhaps you have refolved an hundred times, and fo-

lemnly vowed againft fuch fins ; but all your vows and

refolutions have been but like flax or tow before the

fire of a new temptation. Your legal weapons of war-

fare againft fin are too weak
;
your leviathan lufts, they

but laugh at the making of your, fpear. Again,

6. Sin is ftronger than the world. The frowns and

flatteries of the world are very ftrong, very deceitful

and enfnaring ; but fin in the heart is yet more ftrong

and deceitful : The heart is deceitful above all things,

and defperately wicked. Sin is ftronger than all the good
examples and good education of the world, let be the

evil things in it.

7. But no wonder that it be ftronger than the world

;

for it is ftronger than the devil, the God of this world.

The devil may tempt, but he cannot compel, as fin

does ; he may work upon the fancy, but he cannot

conquer the will, as fin does : fin does all that work to

his hand, and fo his work is the more eafy.

8. Sin
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8. Sin is ftronger than death and the grave. Death

itfelf cannot kill iin : death hath deftroyed millions of

millions of men and women, but it never deftroyed one

fin. The power of death is very great, infomuch that

none among mere men could ever yet either withfland

the arreft of death, nor break the prifon of death, which

is the grave
;

yet it is eafier to bring a dead body out

of the grave, and to raife it to life ; than to raife a dead

foul out of the grave of fin. The dead bodies will not

refift, as the foul dead in trefpaifes will do. Yea,

9. Sin is ftronger than hell ; for all the flames of hell

cannot burn out the drofs of fin and corruption : all the

torments of the damned will not make them ceafe from

blafpheming the name of God, Rev. xvi. 9, 11.; where

you may learn, that all the torments of hell will not

make a man repent, but rather incrcafe his impenitency

and augment his blafphemy. What mall I fay ?

10. Sin is not only ftronger than the fufferings of hell,

but ftronger than the fuburbs of heaven ; I mean, it is

ftronger than real grace, which is the beginning of hea-

ven. It is not only ftronger than common grace, for

common grace can hardly ftand before a common temp-

tation ; but ftronger than real habitual grace. Peter

had a large ftock of habitual grace, yet (In was ftronger,

and brought him down to the ground by a bafe denial

of his Lord : Paul had a great meafure of true grace,

and yet he was led captive to the law of fin that was in

his members, Rom. vii. 23. till a new recruit of auxilia-

ry grace came from the Lord Jefus to him. Sin is not

only ftronger than the common motions of the Spirit,

which men through the power of fin do refill every day

;

but it is ftronger than fpecial influences, formerly receiv-

ed, till new fupplies of influences come from the glori-

ous Head ; ftronger than former influences, till a new
communication come ; ftronger than former communi-
cations, till once a new manifeftation come ; ftronger

than former manifestations, till new divine aids ftill fuc-

ceed. Thus it is ftronger than the very fuburbs of hea-

ven ; and you need not think ftrange of this : for, what

if I fhall fay, and prove, that fin is ftronger than per-

D 2 fed



32 The Strength ^Sin, Ser.LXXIII.

fed holinefs, and the formal immediate vifion of God
in heaven, when it is poflible for fin to get in its hand

there, as you know it did once among the glorious an-

gels ? Notwithstanding of the ftrong bulwark of per-

fect: holinefs and formal vifion of God that they were

bleffed with, fin brake in upon them, and brought down
legions of them : it overcame them, fo as now they are

devils, under the rule and government of fin. If fin

then brought devils and men from their excellency while

they were in their bed eftate, you need not think ftrange

that we fay fin is ftronger than that which may be called

the fuburbs of heaven ; and therefore, little wonder

that you find fin to be fo ftrong, that it is much ftrong-

er than your prayers and tears : may be, for this you be-

fought the Lord thrice, as Paul did in a like cafe
;

yea,

perhaps, three hundred times, and yet the bow of fin

abides in ftrength. Alas ! fin is ftronger than prayers

and tears, ftronger than fighs and groans ; it is ftronger

than afflictions and enlargements, ftronger than fermons

and facraments. Oh ! a greater ftrength than all that,

is requifite for pulling down the ftrength of fin ; and if

you get a view of the ftrength of fin this day, fo as to

be led out of yourfelf, and out of your duties, and a

little further than means and ordinances to the ftrength

of the Redeemer, it would be a very good communion-
feafon.

[3.] Confider the ftrength of fin fuperlatively, or in

the fuperlative degree. I mud tell you, fin is not only

a ftrong thing, and ftronger than many things that I

have named, but alfo it is the ftrongeft thing in nature,

the ftrongeft thing in hell, and the ftrongeft thing out

of heaven. Particularly,

1. Sin is the ftrongeft weight and burden, the ftrong-

eft prepure that ever was, the mod burdenfome thing in

the world ; for it is a burden to the great God : No
wonder then that the whole creation groan under the

burden of it ; for it is a burden to God, Father, Son,

and Holy Ghoft : God is faid to be weary with it, fpeak-

ing after the manner of men ; 21? have wearied me with

your iniquities, Ifa. xliii. 24. It was a burden to Chrift,

that made him fweet great drops of blood ; it is a burden
to



Ser, LXXIII. How the Law isfo, opened. 3 3

to the Holy Ghoft, therefore called a vexing, grieving,

and doing defpite to him. What a burden will it be to

men that die in it ? And what a burden do the people

of God find it ? Nothing preffes them down fo much
as this ?

2. Sin is the ftrongeft fling, the ftrongeft torment : it

is the (ling of all (lings, the (ling of forrow, the (ling

of affliction, the (ling of defertion, the (ling of death,

as here in the context, The fling of death is Jin. The
pains of death are nothing to the (ling of death : the

pain is tolerable, but the (ting is intolerable.

3. As it is the ftrongeft (ling, fo it is the ftrongeft

poifon : if but a drop of that poifon could poffibly get

into the nature of God, he would ceafe to be, as I for-

merly noticed. What a mighty poifon would it be,

that if one drop of it were call into the ocean, it would
poifon the whole ocean ? So it is here ; and little won-
der then, when fome of this poifon entered the human
and angelical natures, it poifoned them, and turned
them to devils and monfters. There is no antidote a-

gainft it, but the blood of Chrift.

4. Sin is the ftrongeft plague and difeafe that ever was

;

you that know the plagues ofyour own hearts, will know
this. Sin is the mother of all maladies and foul-difcafes,

and is a compound of all. The word fever in the world
is the inflamed lulls of the fle(h ; the mod dangerous
tympany is the towering pride of the heart, and fwelling

of the vain mind ; the mod fearful flux is the bloody
flux of fin and corruption. O what divine power is re-

quifite for drying up this bloody iflue ! What dropfy is

fo deadly as that of drinking in iniquity as the ox drinketh

water ! What apoplexy and palfy is fo direful as that by
which people fall into mifchief, and hinders all fpiritual

breathing and motion ! And what lethargy fo lamentable

as that of fpiritual fecurity and ftupidity! The world is

an hofpital of difeafed fouls. O if the Phyfician Jefus

Chrift would come arid heal

!

5. Sin is the ftrongeft tyrant, and the mod cruel. It

hath a tyranny moil lawlefs and intollerable. There is

not any other oppreftbr but will give fome reft fometimes,

at leaft to thefe that are under his (lavery ; as cruel Pha-

roah
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roah gave the Ifraelites leave t9 refrefh themfelves with
meat, and drink, and fleep : but fin gives no reft to its

miferable captives and Haves ; for, whether they eat,

drink or fleep, it always exacts of them the fervice of
fin. Auguftine fpeaking of the tyranny of fin, even over

the people of God, " Many times, fays he, fin does that
" when they are lleeping, that it cannot do when they
<c are waking." And if fin be fo tyrannical towards the

children of God, how great is its tyranny towards its

ilaves ! Surely there is no peace to the wicked, no reft for

them. Satan put it in Judas's heart to betray Jefus

;

and behold he would not let him reft till he had perform-

ed that evil fuggeftion : the devil was fo ftrict with him,
that he would not let him eat his meat, but haftened him
from the table to the treafon. Thus Amnon, being in-

cited by hie own devilifh lufts to defile his fifter Tamar,
was fo inwardly vexed, that his very flefh wore away,
and his mind had no reft ; he could not eat, or drink, or

ileep, till he had fatisfied his luft. What an intolerable

tyrant is the man's inordinate affections, giving him no
reft day nor night ! As it is faid of fome, Prov. iv. 1 6.

'Theyfleep not, except they have done mifchief'; their fleep

is taken away, unlefs they caufefome to fall.

6. Sin is the ftrongeft witchcraft ; Gal. hi. i. Ofool-

ifh Galattans, who hath bewitched you, fays the apoftle,

that you fhould not obey the truth, before whofe eyes Chrijl

hath been evidently fet forth crucified among you f People
think it a terrible thing to hear that fuch a body is be-

witched or polfeft of the devil ; but I muft tell all you
who will not receive the gofpel, you are bewitched

;

fin hath bewitched you : and to be bodily polfeft with a

legion of devils, is not fo great a mifery, as to be under
the power of one fin. A man pofleft is an object of

pity : thus Chrift pitied the man whofe name was Legion

:

but fin makes a man the object of Chrift's hatred. When
God gave up Job's body to the devil, why did not the devil

take poiTeflion of him, Says one of the fathers ? " Why,
" fays he, becaufe, though he had taken porTeflion of
" his body, and made him fret and tear himfelf, it had
" not been his fin, but his affliction : whereas, to bring
" him to fin, and curfe God, was the great thing he

" fought
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" fought after." Therefore, to be given up to fin, is

a greater evil than to be pofleft. Ye that are parents,

and have children whom you have caufe to fear that

they are given up to the power of fin, know, it is worfe

than if they were pofleft with the devil ; therefore, fuch

mould come more earneftly to Chrift with their children,

than thefe in the gofpel that brought to Chrift their chil-

dren pofleft with devils : they are worfe than bewitched.

7. Sin is the ftrongefl wajier. Oh ! how mightily

does fin walk you ! Sin waftes your foul and body ; it

wades your time, and waftes your talents ; it waftes

your opportunities, it wades your ftrength, and wades
your fpirit, and all to no purpofe. Oh ! how many wafted

Sabbaths, fermons, wafted communions, wafted meals,

and wafted mercies, all wafted and abufed by fin !

8. Sin is the ftrongeft death. Sin itfelf is fpiritual

death, and fpiritual death is the mod; ftrong and power-

ful death ; inafmuch as the foul is fuperior to the body,

fo much is fpiritual death more powerful and terrible

than temporal or bodily death ; and -infomuch as the

caufe is more confiderable than the effecl, fo much is

fpiritual death more powerful and dreadful than eternal

death : I mean, "fin is more dreadful than hell itfelf, as

it is a place of torment ; for, as the ftrongeft cord that

draws people to hell is fin ; fo the ftrongeft: dame to

torment the finner there, is fin. The wrath of God
would ceafe, if fin did not feed and increafe it.

Thus much of the ftrength of fin.

III. The third thing here propofed was, To fliow

how the ftrength of fin difcovers itfelf. Here I may
diow you, 1. At what feafbns efpecially does the ftrenpth

of fin difcover itfelf. 2. By what effecls.

tft9 At \\\\2X feafons more efpecially does the ftrength

of fin difcover itfelf?

1. When men fhould be mojt holy, fin readily difco-

vers itfelf to be mod: ftrong. In the unregenerate, fin

is equally ftrong at all times, but not equally evident.

Some will fay, Oh ! my heart is never fo ill as on the

Sabbath-day: why, perhaps it is juft the fame thing at

other times, only the ftrength of it may be more evi-

dent
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dent then. In the regenerate, (In is fometimes ftronger,

ibmetimes weaker ; but ordinarily it difcovers its ftrength

mod when they would moil gladly be quit of it ; When
I would do goody evil is prefent with me, Rom. vii. 21.

It is in this cafe many times as with the children of thefe

that obferve the worfhip of God daily in their families,

they find the children moil fretful and ill-natured in

time of worfhip, when they ought to be beft. Perhaps

it may be fo, indeed ; and the tempter may have a hand
in it for difturbing the worfhip of God : but, for ordi-

nary, it is not then that they are worfl j but then they

are mod noticed.

2. Sin difcovers its ftrength mofl, when a heart-

change comes to be fought after. It is eafy to wear

Chrift's livery for a while, by a fair profeffion ; but

when he comes to feek the heart, there is no hearing

on that fide of the head. People may foon be induced

to give fome compliment to Chrifl, to give him the out-

ward man, to give him the hand : but to give him the

heart, is another matter ; for, when it comes to that,

the ftrength of fin appears. And then,

3. When a darling luft is demanded, then the ftrength

of fin appears ; for the man will quit any thing for Chrifl

but that. Naaman will part with any thing fave a bow
in the houfe of Rimmon : the young man in the gofpel

will hold on with Chrift, till Chrift touch him on the

fore, and ftrike upon his covetoufnefs ; then he goes a-

wayforrowful.

4. When long cujlom hath taken place, then the

ftrength of fin appears ; for, Can the Ethiopian change his

colour-, or the leopard hisfpots f No more can ye thai are

accuftomed to do evil, learn to do well. It is hard, yea,

extremely difficult to pull up an old tree by the roots.

5. When a time of fpiritual droufinefs takes place,

then the ftrength of fin difcovers itfelf. Take the heart

while awake, and it can then pray, and wait, and praife,

and worfhip : but let droufinefs come on, it cannot

watch with Chrift one hour, for all his intreaty ; for

then the eyes are heavy ; then is the hour and power of

darknefs. When the believer is waking and watchful,

believing and holy, then the power of God appears •, it

is
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is the hour of God's power : but when fpiritual droufi-

nefs comes on, then the power of fin appears ) the foul

cannot flir hand nor foot.

6. When a time of temptation comes, then the flrength

of fin appears. The perfon will be very meek, very

modeft, very chafte, very moderate; very devout, and
very innocent like, when there is no temptation, no op-

portunity for fin's working ; and at fuch a time fin will

be very filent, very quiet, very fiill, and fail afleep :

but let a ftrong temptation, and a ftrong luft meet to-

gether, then the flrength of fin flirs up itfelf. Sin is

like a thief, who would feem to be a very honed: man
till a fit opportunity come, and then his hand falls to.

" It is, as one fays, .like the fpider, that never appears
" out of her hole till the flie be intangled in her net

;

" then flie appears, and deftroys the poor creature, and
" carries it along with her." When temptation is at a

diflance, perhaps, you hope you will withftand it
;
you

pray, and promife, and what not ? and fin lets you be
laying, and never a word from it, till the new tempta-

tion comes, and then it appears with new flrength.

7. When a time of trial and temptation comes, fin

difcovers its power. It may be, you can preach patience

and fubmimon to others in affiiclion ; but when it comes
to your own door, then you will find the heart rebelling

againft the providence, and that it is cafier to give an ad-

vice than to take it. The power of enmity falls a work-
ing, as againft the preceptive, fo againft the providen-

tial will of God.
8. When difficult duties are preffed, then the flrength

of fin appears.-—When duties crofs to flejh and blood,

crofs to felf and felf-righteoufnefs are preiied, what

!

mufl I reprove even my fuperiors and great ones when
they err? This, fays fin, will expofe you to their wrath and
indignation. Mufl I profefs Chrifl, even before a wicked
company ? Nay, fays fin, this will expofe you to iharne and

reproach. Mufl I bear with injuries and affronts ? Nay,
fays fin, flefh and blood cannot bear with that. Mull
I deny myfelf, and all my belt duties and rightecufnefs ?

Nay, fays fin, this is a hard faying-, who can bear it f

May I not hope that my duties will prof:: me as to my
Vol. V. E accept-
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acceptance and j unification before God? No, no; the

heart calls out with God, and (In fliows its ftrength in

thefe cafes.—Again, in a time when all diligence in duty

is required, as well as deniednefs thereunto ; and when
the law is urged to be regarded as a rule of obedience,

as well as renounced as a rule of acceptance : What

!

to befledfajl and immoveable-, always abounding in the work

of the Lord ; to make religion the conftant trade ; to be

holy in duties, and holy in the intervals of duties : the

ftrength of (in here appears in its mighty oppofition to

this kind of life. A man will be content to pray, and
hear, and read, and fmg, if he may be allowed a lati-

tude when he is done ; but to be always praying, al-

ways watching, and always waiting on the Lord, the

carnal heart refills this like death : it may be retrained

a while, like a ftream that is dammed up for a time
;

but it breaks out with greater violence at laft.

9. When the commandment comes powerfully, fin re-

vives, and difcovers its power, Rom. vii. 9. The fpi-

rituality of the law wakens up the malignity of fin.

10. In a time when gofpel-light Jhines moji clearly,

then the ftrength of fin appears molt evidently. The
law of works, and legal doctrine may be preached, and
yet the ftrength of fin never touched, never truly dif-

covered ;
yea, the legal heart may fall in with the legal

drain, and comply with all tl;e legal duties and means
of life, and yet the ftrength of fin more and more in-

creafed, though hidden under a legal covert ; for, the

flrength offin is the law ; and therefore fin does not dif-

fer with the law as it is a covenant of works : But, let

the gofpel-light fhine clearly, then fin will difcover itfelf

more evidently, and rage more defperately, unlefs it be

conquered by gofpel-grace. Why, becaufc though the

law of works, or the works of the law and the power
of fin, are no cppofites, but friends that live and die

together
; yet the gofpel of grace, and the power of fin,

are direcl oppofites : for nothing in the world can de-

ftroy the power of fin, but the graces of the gofpel

;

and therefore the ftrength of fin refills the grace of the

gofpel with main force. Gofpel-grace feeks no lefs-than

the very life of fin ; therefore fin inuft now fight for its

life. Wonder not that the world oppofes the gofpel fo
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much, in conjunction with the god of this world, who
blinds the minds of them that believe not, &c. Neither

wonder if fin appear very ftrong, where the gofpel fhincs

very clear ; or if there be the greatefl opposition, where

there is the cleared: light. Men naturally underftand

fomething of the law, that fays, Do, and live ; work,

and get your wages : and this natural underftanding is

what men pride themfelves in, fo as in the pride of their

heart they reject the gofpel, which is wholly fupernatu-

ral and divine, and wherein Chrift is fet up as the only

Potentate that can demolifh the ftrength of fin, by exe-

cuting his faving offices in us. But, behold, pride of

wifdom oppofes him as a Prophet, and fo man's folly is

increafed ;
pride of righteoufnefs oppofes him in his

prieftly office, and fo the guilt of fin is increafed
;
pride

of ftrength oppofes him as to his kingly office, and fo

the power of fin is increafed : and thus, through an evil

heart of unbelief, they depart from the living God. The
gofpel fets up Chrift againft the ftrength of fin, and

therefore the ftrength of fin appears in arms againft the

gofpel. Thus you fee at whatJeajbns, and on what

occafion, efpecially, the ftrength of fin appears.

idly, By what effects does the ftrength of fin difcover

itfelf ? I am not here to run through all the fad effects

of fin : otherwife I might fhow . how it brought angels

out of heaven, and Adam out of Paradife ; how it

brought fire and brimftone upon Sodom, and a deluge

of water on the old world ; and what confufion, cala-

mity, and mifery it hath brought into the world ; what
temporal, fpiritual, and eternal judgments it brings on

:

thefe are common topics, and too large a field for me
now to infift upon ; therefore I confine myfelf to that

effect of fin that the text and context leads me to.

Know then, that the ftrength of fin appears in the Sting
of it, and the fling of death is fin : there is the great

difcovery that the ftrength of fin makes of itfelf.

And there are two deaths I would here fpeak a little

of, as the greateft difcoveries of the ftrength of fin,

namely, 1 . The death of the /inner. 2. The death of

the Saviour. Both thefe deaths difcover the powerful

fting and mighty ftrength of fin.

"E 2 [1.] The
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[i.] The death of the/inner difcovers the ftrength of

fin ; for, The wages of Jin is death. And here, firft,

Sinning angels were flung to death by their fin ; and

hence we are told, Jude verfe 6. That the angels that

kept not their firjl eflate, but left their own habitation, are

referved in everla/ling chains under darknefs, unto the

judgment of the great day. And, next, finning man was
flung to death ; By one man fin entered into the world,

and death by fin ; and fo death paffed upon all men, for
that all havefinned, Rom. v. 12. The death of the (in-

ner, whereof death is the fling and flrength, is three-

fold, namely, external, internal, and eternal: external

relates to the body, internal relates to the foul, and e-

ternal relates to the foul and body for ever.—Death ex-

ternal, or of the body and outward man, includes not

only the feparation of foul and body, to the privation of

bodily life ; but alfo all the pains and ficknefs, public

calamities, perfonal miferies, and grievous difeafes that

do attend a prefent life, or are the forerunners and at-

tendants of death : all which are parts of this fling and

ftrength of fin.— Death internal, includes foul-defile-

ment and pollution ; foul-debafement and degradation

to the rank of beads ; foul-difturbance, diforder, and

confufion ; foul-feparation from God, and alienation

from the life of God ; the life of God being gone, and

the candle of the Lord put out, fo as nothing remains

but the darknefs of death and hell. Oh ! how great a

lofs is the lofs of God, the lofs of his favour, his image,

his feliowfhip, and fweet communion with him ! All the

life of the carnal man, who is but dead while he lives,

is at bed (inflead of righteoufnefs, and peace, andjoy in

the Holy GhoJ}, which are part of the Spiritual life) no-

thing but a little while's eating, and drinking, and play-

ing, and laughing, and living in filthinefs, and enjoying

no better pleafure than brute beads ; but fo much the

worfe, that, having an immortal foul, the ifTue is terri-

ble, nothing remaining but torment and terror of mind
and confcience whenever it begins to awaken.—Death
eternal\ includes everlalling feparation from the prefence

of God : indeed, the former deaths were not fo terrible

to the finner, if there were not two fad words and fadder

things
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things following thereupon, namely, judgment and eter-

nity ^ that tread upon the heels of death ; for, whenever
the foul is feparate from the body, it mud fee the things

it would never believe, nor ferioufly think upon, that

verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth ; and that,

dying in fin, and out of Chrifl, it muft receive from
that jufl Judge a fentence of excommunication from the

glorious and joyful prefence of God, and that for ever

and ever ; befides the fuffering of everlafling torment,

as the due demerit of fin. Thus, in the death of the

{inner, the ftrength of fin is difcovered. But more
efpecially,

[2.] The death of the Saviour mews forth the ftrength

of Tin above all other things ; for fin was the caufe of
it, and the very fling by which he fufFered unto death.

Every life, whether it be the life of beads, the life of
men, the life of angels, or the life of God, hath an ex-

cellency according to its kind ; and the more excellent

the life is, the more powerful, terrible, and hurtful is

the caufe of the privation thereof. " The life of a flic

" fays Augufline, is more excellent than the fun ; be-
" caufe the fun, though an excellent creature, hath
" not life ; but the flie, though little, yet it hath life

:

" it fhows the excellency of God to make fuch a living
" creature." But if the life of a bead, or infect, be
fo excellent, how much more the life of a man ! And
if the life of a man, or an angel, be excellent, what in-

finite excellency is there in the life of God ! Now, the

principal excellency of the life of man lay at firft in this,

that he was in the image of God ; and how terrible is that

fling of fin, that could deprive man of that excellent

life, fo as to flrike at God's image in man, both to de-
face and deftroy it ! But if fin flrike at God himfelf, and
aim at the higheft life, even the life of God ; and if the

flroak reach fo far, as to kill and take away the life of
that perfon who was God as well as man ; then we may
fee and conclude, that the ftrength of fin is inconceiv-

ably more great and terrible than it can be feen to be
in any other glafs. But fo it is, though God cannot
die, and though the divine nature of Chrifl could not

be touched with the fling, yet he, who was God-man
in
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in one perfon, was preffed down to death with the

ftrength, and wounded even to death with the fling of
fin. And this one thing makes a greater difcovery of
the ftrength of (in, than all the torments of the damned
to eternity can do. In the red glafs of the fufferings of

Chrift you may fee more of the power and ftrength of

fin, than if God mould let you down to hell, and make
you fee all the tortures and torments of the damned.
In order, therefore, to your having a clearer infight in-

to the ftrength of fin, O Sirs, look to a crucified Chrift

:

look upon his agony and crofs, when he was wounded
for our fin. O fee the fling of fin, and the ftrength of

it, when it made the Son of God to fay, Myfoul is ex-

ceed'mgforrowful, even unto death, Mat. xxvi. 38. There
the fling was flicking in his foul, while he was under the

apprehenfion of God's wrath, and was about to bear the

wrath that fin deferved. Perhaps, upon the fight of fin,

you content yourfelf with fome little flight forrow, faying,

Iamforryfor it ; Lord have mercy on ?ne ; and fo it paffes

away : but when the weight of fin was lying on Chrift's

back, it made his foul forrowful, compajfed about with

forrow, andforrowful even unto death, and that for our
fins.—See the flrength of fin in the fufferings of Chrift,

expreffed alfo in that word, Mark xiv. 33. He began to

be fore amazed, and to be very heavy : amazed at the

dreadfulnefs of that cup of wrath for fin, which he, as

Surety, behoved to drink. He knew very well, and
underitood perfectly, what that wrath of God was ; and
this made him ftand amazed. Many hear of God's
wrath, but are never amazed at it, never affected with

it, as all Chriftlefs finners ought to be : but, alas ! they

do not underfland it, they do not know what it is for a

creature to ftand before the wrath of an infinite Deity
;

they know not the power of his wrath, therefore they

are not amazed. Chrift faw to the bottom of that cup,

and to the dregs thereof; and when he was to drink it,

he flood amazed : how great then is the ftrength of fin,

that procured this amazement of the Son of God !— See
again the ftrength of fin in Chrifl's fufferings for it,

while it is laid, he was in an agony, Luke xxii. 44. ;

that is, as it were, in a combat \ in combat with the

infinite
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infinite juftice and wrath of God, and with the dread-

ful threatenings and curfe of the law, that fin brought

upon him, when he flood our Surety. How great is

the flrength of fin, that put the Son of God, the Strength

of Ifrael, the Captain offahation, into fuch an agony !

—Again, it is faid, Mark xiv. 35. that he fell down to

the ground ; and Mat. xxvi. 39. that hefell on his face :

Alas ! Sirs, when he, that upholds the heavens and the

earth by his power, fell grovelling on the earth, when
the weight and burden of fin was upon him ; how ftrong

muft fin be ! Chrift fell upon his face, and fell to the

ground ; furely that weight, that made Chrift fall to the

ground, would have preffed all the angels of heaven,

and men on earth to the bottomlefs gulf of defpair. If

all the ftrength of all the men that ever were from the

beginning of the world, and of all the angels in heaven
were put into one, and that perfon had the weight

upon him that Chrift had, it would make him fink

to the loweft hell, and ly there for ever. If Chrift

had not been God, as well as man, he could never

have borne it, but would have funk down eternally:

but though he was God as well as man, yet fuch was
the ftrength of fin, that under its burden he funk down
to the ground.—Again, the ftrength of it appears, in

that it made him to fweat great drops of blood, Luke
xxiii. 44. The word fignifies great clots of blood

;

blood thickened into clots. Never was there fuch a

fweat, and that upon the cold ground, in a cold winter-

night, and nothing elfe upon him to make him fweat

but the burden of fin, and the weight of wrath that it

brought upon him.—But again, how does the ftrength

of fin appear, in his crying under this weight, Father,

if it be pojjible, let this cup pafs from me ? And thus he
cried three times. Why, this was the very end for

which he came to the world, to drink that cup ; and he
knew that the falvation of an elect world of poor finners

depended upon his drinking of it : and, was he now un-
willing ? No, by no means : but knowing the dreadfuJ-

nefs of it, when it was put to his head, he put it away,
as it were, faying, Father, if it be poffiblc, let this cup

fafs from me : but now he fees, if he drink it not, all

the
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the children of men muil eternally perifh ; therefore,

he put it to his mouth again the fecond time ; but know-
ing the dreadfulnefs of it, he takes it away again, and
cries, Father, if it be poffible, let it pafs away from me.

But, becaufe he could not fee fo many thouTands of

poor finners perifh eternally, he put it to his mouth a-

gain, the third time ; and yet, beholding the dreadful-

nefs of it, he put it away again, faying, Father, if it be

pojjible, let this cup pafs. But, after all, his infinite love

overcame his dreadful amazement ; and away he goes

to the crofs, to drink that bitter cup of vengeance to the

bottom : and while he is drinking it, he crys out with

a more bitter cry than ever, My God, my God, why haft

thouforfaken me f This was fuch a cry from the Son of

God, the Son of his eternal love, that heaven was not

able to bear it without bluffiing, nor the earth to bear

it without trembling : therefore, as the fun withdrew his

light, and became dark and black at the fight ; fo the

earth Jhook, the rocks clave, and the vail of the temple

was rent in twain, from the top to the bottom. Mean
time, the fling went to his heart, and flabbed him to

death ; and all this was done, that the fling of death,

which is fin, and the flrength cf fin, which is the law,

might be vanquished by him, and that poor finners

might be victorious through him.

However, the more we view here the ftrength of fin,

the more fweet will be the fong of victory. Dwell a

little further upon this then : Chrifl is the Strength of

Ifrael ; but never was the Strength of Ifrael tried fo

much as by theflrength offin, when he had that to deal

with, and when by the fin of man he was made a curfe,

Gal. iii. 13. What made the death and fufferings of

Chrifl fo dreadful to him, even before he fuffered ?

Let me alk here four queflions.

1. Did not Chrifl perfectly know all that he was to

fuffer, long before he fuffered ? What made it then fo

dreadful when he expected it ? Had he any fin of his

own, to weaken him, or take away his flrength ? No ;

he had none, but by imputation. Had he any impati-

ence ? No ; his patience was abiblutely perfect. What
then wis the matter ? Weaknds of patience makes us

cry
5
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cry; but Chrifl cried not from want of the flrength of

patience, but from the feeling of the flrength of fin,

the whole power and force of the fiery law.

2. Was not Chrifl the Captain of all that were to

fuffer afterwards ? How came the martyrs to fuffer with

joy, and yet the Captain to fall to the ground, and cry

out of exceedingforrow f Was it not through the ftrerigth

of Chrifl that all that ever did fuffer were enabled to

fuffer for his name what they did ? Yea, but the matter

was, he had fome other thing to fuffer than they had

;

he had even the wrath of God, and the flrength offin to

grapple with, which they had nothing to do with, he

having thus taken it away.

3. Did not Chrifl know what infinite good his fuffer-

ing would do, that he was to fave fo many thoufands

of thoufands of finners, and that thus he was to recon-

cile God and man to glorify his Father, and to do the

greatefl work for God that ever was done, and to bring

in a tribute of eternal praife from men and angels ?

And did he not know, that though his fufferings were

extreme, yet they were to lafl but a few hours, and

then he was to be glorified ? Why then was his fuffer-

ing fo dreadful to him ? Why, becaufe then the whole

flrength offin was prefling him, the whole flrength of a

broken law.

4. Had not Chrifl the flrength of an infinite Deity to

fupport him ? the divine nature to fupport the human ?

Was there not a perfonal union betwixt the divine and

human nature at that time ? Was he not God-man in

one perfon ? Yea, why then was his fuffering fo dread-

ful to him ? Why, the flrength of fin lighted on him
with its whole weight, and the flrength of fin brought

on him the flrength of the law, the flrength of the bro-

ken law brought on him the flrength of offended juflice,

the flrength of infinite juflice brought on him the

flrength of infinite wrath and vengeance for fin ; and

therefore, though his flrength was the flrength of God,
he behoved to cry and roar, and die under the flrength

of fin.

O my dear friends, ycu cannot conceive how infinite

wifdom, though inventing a wav from all eternitv, to

Vol. V. F ' dif-
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difcover the ftrength and dreadfulnefs of fin, could do
it fo much to the life, as it is difcovered in the death
and fufferings of the Son of God. If ever you fee the
evil and ftrength of fin here, you will fee it to be fin

indeed.

IV.c The fourth head propofed was, to mow whence
the ftrength of fin comes, and where it lies. I mail very
fhortly fpeak to this, in thefe four particulars.

i. As the ftrength of a tree lies in the root of it, and
the ftrength of the water lies in the fountain ; fo the

ftrength of fin lies in the root and fountain of fin, viz.

The original violation of the covenant of works, by our

firft parents ; the righteous imputation of that guilt un-

to us ; and the total depravation of our nature, iffuing

from thence, and called, A body offin and death. Hence,

no lefs power can deitroy the ftrength of fin, than that

power that can pull up the root, and dry up the foun-

tain of fin.

2. As the ftrength of an army lies much in their ge-

neral ; fo the ftrength of fin and lufts lies in their com-

mander the devil. I laid before, that fin is ftronger

than the devil ; and yet the devil may be laid to be the

ftrength of fin, as a general or commander is the

ftrength of an army ; for, though the army may be

ftronger than the general that commands it, yet his fkill

and management may be the principal caufe of their

victorious power* while his leading and directing them

gives them great advantage againit their enemies. Thus

the devil is the commander in fin's army, and the great

quarter-mafter that fills the fmner's heart, as it is faid of

Ananias, Acts v. 3. Why hath Satan filed thine heart to

lye to the Holy Ghoff It is the devil that fills the

hearts of people to lye, and drink, and fwear, and do

other acts of wickednefs ; for, he rules in the children of

difobedience, Eph. ii. 2. ; and the god of this world blinds

the minds of them that believe not ; and fo holds them un-

der the ftrength of fin, in chains of darknefs and igno-

rance. No lefs power, then, can fubdue the ftrength

of fin, than that power that can defiroy the devil and,

his works*

3. As
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3. As the ftrength of Samfon lay in his locks, and the

ftrength of a fociety lies in their unity, or the ftrength

of a company lies in their conjunction ; fo the ftrength

of fin lies in its union with the /inner, and in its con-

junction with and relation to him : the ftrength of finful

lufts lies in their onenefs with, and relation to ourfelves.

And for a man to deftroy his lufts, is to deny himfelf

:

they are fuch a part of a man's felf, that they fee'm to

be the beft part, and the moft powerful part of himfelf;

his right-hand, his right-eye, his moft ufeful and power-

ful members ; Mortify therefore your members that are up-

on the earth, Col. hi. 5. The power then that can de-

ftroy the power and ftrength of fm, is fuch as can pull

down felf, and all the members of it, and divide one

member from another. The power that is neceftary for

deftroying (in, is that divine power that can divide and

feparate a man from himfelf, and even deftroy nature

itfelf by a new creation.

4. As the ftrength of a kingdom lies in the confliiuti-

on and government thereof; fo the ftrength of fin lies in

the law of works : The ftrength ofJin is the law. Now,
to fhew how the law is the ftrength offin, is the fubject

of the next doctrine, which I defign to treat of after-

wards. In a word, as the command of the law irritates

fin, and gives it a commanding power over the finner

;

and as the threatening of the law curfes fin, and gives

it a condemning power over the finner ; fo the power
alone that can bring down the ftrength of fin, muft be

fuch as can give full fatisfacYion both to the precept and
penalty of the law of works. And whereas (in draws its

commanding ftrength from the violated precept, and its

condemning ftrength from the incurred fancYon of the

law, and yet the precept of the law derives its ftrength

from the holinefs of God, and the fancYon of the law

derives its ftrength from the juftire of God ; therefore,

the power that can vanquifh fin, muft be fuch as can

give infinite holinefs all the obedience it commands in

the precept, and infinite juftice all the fatisfacYion it de-

mands in the threatening of the law : confequently no

man is freed from the power, ftrength, and dominionh of
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of fin, till he be unbottomed from the law as a covenant

of works, united to Chrift the fecond Adam, and invert-

ed with his everlafling law-biding righteoufnefs.

V. The fifth thing propofed, was, to make fome ap-

plication of this doctrine. Is it fo, that fin is fuch a

ftrong and powerful thing as I have fhown ? Then
hence we may learn,

1. That it is no eafy matter to be delivered from the

power and Jirength of fin. Let Arminians magnify the

power of man's nature and free-will as they pleafe -, yet

let us hence fee the need of the power of God, and mag-

nify the power of fovereign grace. If any man think

fo proudly of himfelf, that he can, at his own will and

pleafure, deliver himfelf from the bondage of corruption,

he is both ignorant of the ftrength of fin, declaring him-

felf to be under the power of it, and running on in the

way to his own eternal ruin
;
yea, by fuch a conceit as

this, fin gathers more and more ftrength, and holds fin-

ners fo much the fafter under its power ; for thus they

are hardened in a continuance in that courfe which they

fancy they can reform when they will ; and hence,

though their time of returning to God is always, even

when they will
;

yet that time never comes. To will

is prefent with a child of God many times, Rom. vii. 18.

when he finds an oppofing power of fin withftanding

him : but a prefent will to come to Chrift, and forfake

all fin, is never prefent with a natural man. A future

will he may have, thinking that after fuch or fuch a

time he will repent, and reform, and come to Chrift

;

but that future will is a prefent nill and denial. The
ftrength of fin remains in the will, and will remain

there, unlefs a day of power come to make him will-

ing.

2. If fin hath fuch a ftrength, then fee the miferable

thraldom of Chrijllefsfinners ; they are Haves to the bafeft

mafter in the world, namely, fin : and if they live and

die in that flavery, they are to have the fearfulleft wages,

and that is death. As nothing is more bafe than fin, fo no-

thing is more bitter than death. You have heard of the

mifery of galley-flaves among the Turks, who ufe to chain

them
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them to their feats, and fcourge them cruelly with rods ;

how fweet is it to be delivered from fuch bondage !

But, alas ! what is a Turk to a devil ? What is the la-

bour of oars to the fervice of fin, and the torments of

hell ?

3. If fin hath fuch a ftrength, then fee the necejfity of

regeneration, and the power of grace to break the power
of fin. It was the fpeech of one to a fkilful philofopher,

that upon the calculation of his nativity, had foretold

him fome fpecialites concerning his future ftate : he
anfwered in this manner, " Such, perhaps, I was born
" at firft ; but, fince that time, I have been born again

;

" and my fecond nativity hath croft my firft." Some
will excufe their fin from their birth, and excufe their

wickednefs by their natural inclination, faying, I am
born choleric, I am born covetous, I am born amo-
rous, or born thus and thus vicious : why, indeed the

power of nature is a plaufible plea for thefe that acknow-
ledge no power above nature ; but for a profefted Chri-

ftian to excufe his fin from his nature, is an apology

worfe than the fault ; for, wherefore ferves the power
of godlinefs, but to fubdue the power of fin, and to

govern nature ? We are fo far Chriflians, indeed, as

we have the power and government over ourfelves by
the power of regenerating grace ; and religion, without

this, is nothing but form and fpeculation.

4. If fin be fo ftrong, then eonverfation is a miracle,

an inward miracle. Outward miracles cannot convert

a man, where there is no inward power accompanying
them. Ten miraculous plagues could not convert Pha-
raoh ; the thunder, and hail, and frogs and flies, and
lice, and locufts, were deftroying the land of Egypt,

but could not deftroy Pharoah's pride and obftinacy

:

nor could all the miracles that Chrift wrought, deftroy

the Pharifees pride and infidelity. And do we not daily

fee, from fad experience, how the ftrength of fin makes
men break through the thoufands of means, that might

be thought would be effectual to converfion, fuch as

vows, promifes, mercies, croifes, ficknefs, convictions,

terrors, fermons, warnings, challenges; yea, and break

through
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through them all into hell ? It is fome internal miracle

only that will do the bufinefs ; and, indeed, the ftrength

of God is in nothing more known, than in fubduing

the ftrength of fin, which requires the exceeding greatnefs

cf his power , Eph. i. 19.; even the power of his power.

Hence believers are faid to be ftrong in the Lord, and in

the power of his might ; that is, in the power of his power,

the very quinteffence of power. Was it a miracle for

God to make a world out of nothing ? It is yet a great-

er miracle for him to make a faint out of a finner, that

was under the power and ftrength of fin. Indeed, mi-

racles are not ceafed, fo long as there are any converts

in the world.

5. If fin be fo flrong and powerful, then fee the hap-

pinefs of believers in Chrift, that are delivered from the

fling of death, and the ftrength of fin. The leaft branch

of that vine that is in Chrift is too high for Satan's

reach
;

yea, while there is fap in the root, they fhall

not want it : they will not want the Spirit, that, through

the Spirit, they may mortify the deeds of the body. There

is a power in Chrift, which will bring down every con-

trary power, and difanul the law of fin, Chrift hath fo

handled that make, by taking out the fting and teeth

of it, that, though it hifs, it cannot hurt. Though fin

be not killed out-right in the children of God while here,

yet it is fo maimed and fo weakened, that, like the proud

king Adonibezek, when once his hands and toes were

mangled, and he faft in chains, he could not endanger

Ifrael in any thing ; fo neither can fin or Satan with re-

fpecl to the children of God : The God ofpeacefhall bruife

Satan under theirfeet Jhortly. Strong is the devil, but

ftronger is the Captain of their falvation
;

great is the

power of fin, but greater is the power of Chrift, whofe

ftrength will be perfecled in their weaknefs.

6. If fin be ftrong, then fee to whom falvation from

fin is to be afcribed, and in whom it is to be fought,

namely, Chrift the valiant conqueror." It is fo mighty

and fo glorious a work to defeat his ftrength, that our

glorious Lord thought it not unbefeeming omnipotency

to meddle with it : Ifrael, thou haft deflroyed thyfelf

;

but in me is thy help. Our perdition is of ourfelves

;

v but
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but our falvation belongs to the Lord, and to the Lamb
that fits upon the throne. No part of the glory of this

work mutt be afcribed to any elfe : his glory will he not

give to another. The believer's fong, therefore, will be,

as in the context, 'Thanks be to God that giveth us the

viclory, through Jefus Chrijl : Not by our own righ-

teoufnefs or our own ftrength ; nay, In the Lord only

have we righteoufiefs andftrength : Not by might nor by

power, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord of hojls. And
hence,

7. If the ftrength of fin be fo great, then, how great

is theftrength ofgrace that can conquer fin ! By grace

we arefaved, from the power of fin, through faith, and

that not of our/elves, it is the gift of God ; not of works,

Ufl any man fhould boaft. It is the fin-pardoning grace,

the fin-fubduing grace, the free mercy of God in Chrift,

offered to finners in the gofpel, that is, mighty through

God, to the deflroying of the power of fin. All hearers

of the gofpel that are not believers, are impenitent fin-

ners : and they that will venture to fay, that it is an

affront to God, to offer pardon to the impenitent, they

know not what they fay ; for it is by offers of pardon-

ing grace and mercy to impenitent hard-hearted finners,

that God breaks their heart, and dedroys the ftrength

of their fin and impenitency : Let the wicked forfake his

way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him

return to the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him ; and
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. Why, what
influences fuch a finner to turn and repent ? Even the

offer of pardoning mercy ; For our God will abundantly

pardon, Ifa. lv. 7. He will multiply to pardon. O Sirs!

when the impenitent finner gets an ear to hear fuch an
offer as this, that God will multiply pardons even upon
one that hath multiplied tranfgrcffions, this goodnefs of

God leads him to repentance, and melts his heart. If

any thing in the world break the ftrength of fin, it will

be the ftrength of grace, and of God's love and mercy,
through Chrifr, held out in the gofpel.

8. If the ftrength of fin be fo great, then hence I infer,

that there can be no gofpeUrepentancc before faith : No
repentance, or turningfrom fin to God, till a man come

to
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to Chrift for righteoufnefs and ftrength, againft the

ftrength of fin. It is another piece of the new and odd
divinity of fome in our day, that gofpel-repentance, or

fome acls of it, are beforefaving faith : but this doctrine

of the ftrength of fin declares the contrary ; for, when
true gofpel-repentance takes place, then the ftrength of

fin is broken, and the man is actually in arms againft it,

But where got he his armour, if he never came to

Chrift by faith for ftrength ? Repentance is a turning

to God ; but, who ever turned to God, without taking

Chrift by the way ? For, no man comes to the Father but

by him. Much hypocritical, and feigned, and legal re-

pentance there may be without faith ; but, true, actual,

gofpel-repentance is always the fruit both of Chrift's

look to the foul, as he did to Peter, whereupon he goes

out and weeps bitterly ; and alfo of faith looking to Chrift

;

"They Jhall look upon him whom they have pierced, a?td

mourn. And this, by the bye, may ferve to glofs feveral

abufed texts of fcripture, where repentance is firft

named before faith, which never import that true gof-

pel-repentance is before faith ; but only, as we may firft

{peak of the end, and then of the means to accomplifh

that end ; fo repentance may be the firft named, which

is the end, even turning to God ; and then faith comes

in, as the mean to that end. Thus, Repent, and

believe the gofpel, there is the end ; repent and turn to a

right mind, by turning to God : Why, he muft even

come to Chrift by believing the gofpel, otherwife he will

never repent fo as to turn unto God : thus we read of

repentance towards God, and then faith towards our Lord

Jefus Chrift ; where, though repentance towards God be

firft named, yet, faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift,

without which there is no coming to God, is firft acted.

If I mould fay, Go up to heaven, and climb the ladder

;

though going up to heaven is firft named, yet the mean

of this, though laft named, muft be firft ufed ; for, who
will ever win up to heaven, unlefs they get up by the

true Jacob's ladder, the Lord Jefus Chrift ? In a word,

the ftrength of Chrift muft be improved by faith, and

fet againft the ftrength of fin ; otherwife no part of its

ftrength is in the leaft broken.
o. If
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9. If the ftrength of fin be fo great, then, hence I

infer, that our Lord Jefus Chrift is the great and eternal

God, becaufe he alone could deflroy the ftrength of fin,

and through him alone we can have complete victory

over it. Oh ! curfed Arianifm ! that would diminiih

our only ftrength, by denying the fupreme Deity of our

Lord Jefus. If he had not been true God, eilentially

one with the Father, as well as perfonally equal to him,

when the ftrength of fin and the whole power of it was
laid upon him, it would have deftroyed him. The
power of fin, which ftrikes againft an infinite Majefty,

brought the power of infinite vengeance upon him,

which would have ruined him to eternity, if he had not

been God ; but, becaufe he was the infinite and eternal

God, he was able, by his death in the flefh, to condemn

fin in the fteft), Rom. viii. 3. ; and fo to deflroy the

ftrength of fin. And hence,

10. If the ftrength of fin be fo great, fee the duty of
poorftnners, that are captives to the power of fin, 'viz.

to look to him who is the ftrength of Ifrael, that they

may be faved from \he ftrength offin ; Ifa. xlv. 22. Look

unto me, and be yefaved, all the ends of the earth ; for I

am God, and there is none elfe. None elfe can fave from
the ftrength of fin : fet the ftrength of angels againft it,

it will be too hard for them ; the ftrength of means and
ordinances, the ftrength of minifters and fermons, the

ftrength of duties and prayers will not do of themfelves.

I have already fhewed that fin is flronger than all thefe ?

but here is a ftrength that is able to fave to the utter-

mod from it, even the ftrength of Chrift ; therefore,

Let him take hold of my ftrength, Ifa. xxvi. 3. But, fay

you, why defire you one, that is under the ftrength of

fin, to lay hold on the ftrength of Chrift ? The ftrength

of fin weakens me, fo that I have no ability to lay hold on
his ftrength. It is true, you have no ftrength, nor ever

will have ftrength in yourfeif, or power in your own
hand, while you are in this broken ftate ; but as you
are called to lay hold on hisftrength, fo you are called

to go out of yourfeif, for ftrength to lay hold on his

ftrength : if you had ftrength in yourfeif to lay hold on

Vol. V. G him
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him by faith, Chrifl would never be prefented to you as

the author of faith , as well as the object of it. There-

fore, when you are called to believe, you are not called

to bring ftrength out of yourfelf for that end, but to

fay, with your foul, Oh ! I have neither righteoufnefs

nor flrength ; but, furely in the Lord have I righteoufnefs

andftrength. And though it be almighty power alone

that can make you fay that with the heart, and believ-

ingly ;
yet, while you cannot fay it, though God be

offering Chrifl to you for your righteoufnefs and

ftrength, you are faying in effecl, It is a lye that God
fays •, I cannot believe it ; he is not ottering any fuch

thing to me ; I cannot take it to me ; I cannot trufl his

word for it : and fo, by unbelief, you make him a liar.

Oh ! Sirs, call yourfelf on the Lord jefus, for falva-

tion from fin, and from all your fins, and from the

flrength of all your luffs ; for he is freely offering him-

felf and all his grace to you, faying, Ho, every one that

thirfteih, come ye to the waters ; and he that hath no

money , come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come buy wine and milk,

without money and without price. Why, what means

this, Ho, every one f Why is it even as Chrifl mould
fay, Ho, every guilty perfon, come to me for pardon

;

Ho, every filthy firmer, come to me for cleanfing ; my
blood only cleanfeth from all fin ; Ho, every naked (inner,

come to me for a robe of righteoufnefs to cover you

;

Ho, every needy (inner, come to me for fupply out of

my infinite fulnefs ; Ho, every faithlefs unbelieving fin-

ner, come to me, as the author offaith, that I may give

you faith, and help your unbelief, and then increafe

your faith ; Ho, every impenitent fmner, hard-hearted

finner, come to me, as to a Prince exalted by the right-

hand of God, to give repentance, and to give you the

heart offteflj promiied in the covenant ; Ho, every great

finner, come to me for the great falvation from your

great fins, and from God's great wrath ; Ho, every

gracelefs finner, come to me for grace and glory, and

eternal life. Why will you not come to me, that you might

have life f To come to Chrifl for life, fuppofes death
;

and, how can the dead come to him for life ? Why, it

is his call, who is the Lord of life, and can make the

dead
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dead to hear and live ; therefore, Ho, every powerlefs

finner, in whom the ftrength of fin and lulls is ftronger

that hell and the devil, come to me for ftrength, and

look to me for Itrength
; for I am God, and there is

none elfe. None elfe but the mighty God can fave from

the might of fin, which, if he lave you not, is mighty

to defile you, and mighty to deftroy you. But, what

is the Mediator's name? His name is Wonderful, Court-

fellor, the mighty God ; and never did he appear more
mighty than in deflroying mighty lulls, and fnbduing

the ftrength of fin : all the Itrength of men and angels

could have done no more againfl fin, or the wrath of

God that it brought on, than if you mould fet a piece

of paper againfl a mighty flame. Such is the wrong
that fin hath done to God, that all the created power of

heaven and earth coming in betwixt God and man, to

fatisfy for that wrong, had been but like a piece of dry

thin paper, betwixt you and a mighty devouring flame.

But, behold, Chrifl, who undertook to remove the

ftrength of fin, and the power of wrath that it entails,

is the mighty God, the infinite God, able to expiate

that infinite wrong that fin had done to God : and as he

hath difcovered his ability, by pouring out his blood to

fave meritorioufly ; fo he is ready to difcover his ability,

by pouring out his Spirit to fave efficacioufiy. Ho, every

powerlefs finner then, here is a powerful Saviour, ready

to fave you freely, without money and without price ; hav-

ing no merit but only this, that you merit hell and dam-

nation : having no power but this, that you are under

the power and ftrength of fin. If you could merit any

good, you would have no need of Chrifl to fave you by

price ; if you had power to help yourfelf, you would have

no need of Chrifl as a Saviour to fave you by power

:

and, therefore, it is even becaufe you have no merit,

no power, no grace, no good, that this all-fufficient Sa-

viour is offered to you, and boding hmfelf upon you fo

freely.

If the ftrength of fin could be broken any other way,

the ftrength of a Saviour would not be thus freely offer-

ed by the great God unto you : God would not expofe

his great eternal Son to contempt, by offering him thus

G 2 to
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to poor finners, if they could be faved without him.

But, though you have contemned him all your days, to

your own fhame, in defpifing your own mercy
;

yet

now again he is offering himfelf anew to you, as fully and

freely as ever : and think not the lefs of fin, that falva-

tion from it is fo freely offered to you, and fo freely

boded upon you by this gofpel ; for, I declare to you,

in the Lord's name, that this free difpenfation of the

grace of God to you, is a greater bufmefs, and more
momentous, than the tongues of men and angels can

exprefs : for God to come and offer his Chrift, and for

Chrift to come and offer himfelf, to fave you from the

ftrength of fin, is more than if he fhould offer you ten

thoufand worlds.

There is more of the glory of God in one word of the

gofpel, in one line, one fentence of the gofpel, than in

all heaven and earth befide ; more of God's glory mines

in this gofpel of grace, wherein he freely offers his par-

doning and purifying grace, to take away the guilt, and
filth, and power of fin ; more of his glory mines here, than

fhines in the making of heaven and earth : for, here the

great Counfel of God, working from all eternity, is dif-

played. In the work of creation he opens his hand, as

it were ; but in this gofpel-difpenfation he is opening his

heart, and discovering his deep defign, efpecially of re-

deeming love through Chrift, to the glory of all his per-

fections, in deftroying fin and faving the finner.

Think not the lefs of fin then, that falvation from it

is offered fo freely, and at fuch an eafy rate : for as you
cannot have it at all, unlefs you have it freely, confi-

dering your loft, doleful, and deftitute circumftances

;

fo the thing offered to you is mod becoming to infinite

Majefty to offer, and molt declarative of the infinite

evil of fin. For the things offered amount to no lefs

than an infinite price to fave from the guilt of fin, and
infinite power to fave from the ftrength of fin : for,

Chrift, in all his fulnefs of merit and Spirit, is laid to

your hand. And therefore, lay your hand to your heart,

and fee if it be panting after, and welcoming a Saviour

or not, and clofing with him for righteoufnefs and
ftrength. Say not, the ftrength of fin is great, the

ftrength
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ftrength of enmity, the ftrength of unbelief, the flrength

of other (ins Hand in the way ; for the ftrength of fin is

the very reafon for which Chrift is offered to you, and

the very thing which he is offering to take away by his

almighty ftrength. What, fay you, can he not do it

without me ? Yea, but he will not do it without your

confent : it is his ftated method of laving ; he does not

fave any againft their wills, but by making them wil-

ling, and gaining their confent. And, what is the

meaning of this free offer, but to gain your full con-

fent ?

Well then, O finner, is it come to this with it, What
'wilt thou that he Jhould do unto thee f Wilt thou have

Chrift to pull down the ftrength of fin, and of all your

lufts and idols ? Is your heart faying, O welcome, Jefus,

to fave me a poor fmncr, not only from the guilt of fin,

by thy pardoning grace ; but from the ftrength of fin,

by thy fan&ifying grace ? Why then, there were ground
to conclude the work of power is begun : Thy people /hall

be willing in the day of thy power. If you have no man-
ner of will that Chrift fhould fave you from the ftrength

of fin, alas ! then, who is to blame that you die in your

fin, and perifh under the power of it ?

But, perhaps the cafe of fome one perfon or other

may be this, Alas ! I not only feel the ftrength of fin

that you have been fpeaking of, but alfo a ftrength of

unwillingnefs to be faved from it ; and if I were willing,

and fo and fo difpofed, I might be welcome : but while

it is not fo, is there any hope for me ?

I anfwer, 1. This ftrong Redeemer is offered to all

the hearers of the gofpel without an if The covenant

of works is a covenant of ifs ; if you do, you fhall live ;

if you be fo and fo qualified, you fhall be fo and fo

Hefted : but it is not fo in the abfolute promife of the

covenant of grace. And as the promife of the covenant

is without an if; fo the offer of the gofpel is without an

if to whofoever will, whofoever pleafes. It is true, he
only that believes fhall be faved : but as they arc differ-

ent queftions, Who they are that fhall be faved? and,

Who they are to whom falvation is offered ? So, feeing

'falvation is of faith, that it may be by grace, the mean-
ing
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ing of thefe words, He that believes Jhall be faved, is,

He that will have falvation freely by grace, and without

any if he may have it.

2. If you feel the ftrength of (in, I hope the ftrength

of a Saviour will be the more welcome to you ; and if

the ftrength of unwillingnefs to be faved by your plague,

the healer is at hand, the ftrength of a ftrong and migh-
ty Redeemer is at hand, in the offer and promife, fay-

ing, He gives power to thefaint, to him that hath no might

he increafethftrength. Let Chrifl therefore get the glo-

ry of conquering your will : put your unwilling will in-

to his able hand, faying, Lord, make me willing ; O
fubdue the rebellion and reiiftance of my will, and fub-

jecr, my will to thy will. They that are willing to have
Chrift, bending and bowing their will, are both con-

vinced of their natural enmity, and partly cured of it.

However, whether your willingnefs to part with fin,

and join with Chrifl, be cured or not ; whether you be
willing or unwilling, the offer of Chrifl is come to your
door, infomuch, that you are invited freely to come to

him. Chrift's complaint is, You will not come to me, that

you might have life ; which fays, that though they were
unwilling to come, yet they were invited to come. The
gofpel-invitation then is to all poor finners to come, be
who they will, and be the ftrength of fin that they are

under never fo great, that the Son may make them free,

and then mall they be free indeed.

But if this call be flighted, I have this to tell you,

that the ftrength of fin never exerted itfelf fo much in

all the fins that ever you committed to this day, as it

does in rejecting a Saviour. Ye may think, if fin fhould

excite you to murder, and adultery, and blafphemy, and
other horrid things of that fort, then the ftrength of fin

would be great : very true, fo it would ; but I muft tell

you, whether you think it or not, that there is a thou-

sand times more of the ftrength of fin put forth in your

flighting of Chrift and his offered falvation, than is put

forth in all the horrid villanies befides that can be com-
mitted : for, as all your fms would lofe their ftrength

by your laying hold on Chrift for righteoufnefs and

ftrength, fo your refufing Chrift to be your ftrength, is

the
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the fin that is the flrength of all your other fins ; they

have ftrength to command you, and flrength to condemn
you, becaufe of your unbelief, which ftrengthens every

(in ;
yea, and is the very ftrength of the flrength of fin

;

all your departures from the' living God flow from the

evil heart of unbelief Heb. hi. 12. The faith of the

gofpel would be the death of fin but unbelief keeps you
under the law, which is the ftrength of fin.

Perhaps, fome may fay, Though Chriit be offered to

me for righteoufnefs and flrength , and I am called to be-

lieve in him with application, as the Lord myftrength ;

yet how fhall I believe thus in him for flrength, unlefs

I feel his ftrength ?

Why, man, to feel his ftrength, is fenfe and not faith

and imports the prefence of the thing believed, and the

enjoyment of the thing promifed : but there is a vail

difference betwixt believing the promife, and enjoying

the thing promifed : to believe the promife of flrength

in the Lord Jefus, is to take his word, even when you
want the thing promifed, or want the feeling of it ; for,

faith is the evidence of things not feen, nor felt 5 for, if

they were feen and felt, they would not be the object

of faith, but the object of fenfe. Faith's proper object

is nothing elfe but the word of the God of truth.
6

Why, fay you, but can I believe that Chrift will be
my ftrength, without getting ftrength to believe.

I anfwer, Strength to believe is one thing, and to

believe in Chrift for ftrength is another ; ftrength to be-

lieve is God's enabling one to the act of faith ; but to

believe for ftrength is faith's acting upon Chrift the ob-

ject held up in the word of promife. And again, though
none can believe, without getting ftrength to believe

;

yet it is one thing to get ftrength to believe, and ano-

ther thing to get the feeling of that ftrength ; for,

though faith cannot be acted without the feeling of that

power and ftrength of God within the man : yea, fo

far is the believer many times from feeling any ftrength

within him when he believes, that he feels nothing but

want and weaknefs, utter inability and impotency

;

which makes him go out of himfelf, and look to the

ftrength of Chrift that lies in the gofpel-offer and pro-

mife.



60 The Strength gf Sin, Ser.LXXIV.

mife. Nay, the very language of faith fuppofes, that

the man hath no feeling of ftrength in himfelf, but be-

lieves his ftrength to be in the Lord. Faith is not acted

in the fenfe of ftrength, but in the fenfe of weaknefs,

faying, In the Lord only have I righteoufnefs andftrength.
But, fay you, If I felt the ftrength of fin broken, then

I might believe in him as my ftrength, and take him

for fuch ; but, how can I believe in him as my ftrength,

and perfuade myfelf that he is fo, according to the of-

fer and promife of the gofpel, when I find the ftrength

of fin ftill remaining ?

Answ. i. The work of God, in breaking the ftrength

of fin, and the feeling of that work, is the fruit of faith

;

and the reafon why you do not feel that work of God,

is becaufe you do not believe his word : If you would

believe, you Jhouldfee the glory of God,

2. The word of God, wherein he offers and promifes

to be your ftrength, is the ground of faith, upon which

alone the perfuafion of faith is to be founded. Beware

of confounding the ground and foundation of faith,

with the fruits, marks, and efFe&s of it. The fenfible

decay of the ftrength of fin, is a mark, a fruit, and ef-

fect of faith, and might yield a perfuafion of fenfe : but

God's word alone is the ground and object of faith ;

and to build the perfuafion of faith upon it, is the very

means of producing all thefe fruits of faith that are the

objects of fpiritual fenfe. To fay, therefore, that you

cannot believe in Chrift as your ftrength, till you feel

the ftrength of fin once broken, is the fame as if one

mould fay, I cannot lay the foundation, till once I fee

the houfe is built ; I will not come to the phyfician, till

once I fee the difeafe healed. Nay, if you faw the

houfe well built, what need would there be of laying

the foundation ? If you faw your plagues healed, what

need would there be of coming to the phyfician ? If you

felt the ftrength of fin removed, what need would there

be of employing Chrift for ftrength ? Nay, the very

feeling of the ftrength of fin, which you make the reafon

why you cannot believe, is the very reafon why you

fhoutd believe, and lay ftrefs upon the divine teftimony

concerning
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concerning Chrift, with particular application of him to

you as your ftrength.

My friends, Chrift puts himfelf in a promife for your

ufe ; he puts his righteoufnefs in the promife, his

ftrength in the promife, his grace in the promife ; and

Chrift hath put himfelf there, that faith may feek him
there : therefore, feek the Lord and his ftrength ; other-

wife the ftrength of fin will be your death. There are

but two ways wherein it can be fuppofed the ftrength of

fin may be broken or removed ; either by the law, or

by the gofpel. As to the law, as a broken covenant, it

may well difcover fin and condemn it, and you for it

;

but it is fo far from giving ftrength againft it, that fin

gathers ftrength from it, The ftrength of fin is the law ;

which is the fubjecl: I purpofe to treat of, in the next

doctrine. Therefore, it is only in the gofpel, and the

promife thereof, that ftrength is to be found ; and the

ftrength that is in the promife, is the ftrength of Chrift,

in whom all the promifes are Tea and Amen : and hence,

when you quit the promife by unbelief, you quit the

ftrength of Chrift ; when you rely on the promife by
faith, you rely on the ftrength of Chrift : curfed unbe-
lief, then, gives ftrength to fin ; whereas faith fets the

ftrength of Chrift againft it. O may this gofpel come to

you, not in word only, but in power, and in the Holy

'Ghoft.

Let me clofe this purpofe with a word to you that are

believers, and have fled for refuge from the ftrength of

fin, to the ftrength of a Saviour. If this hath been your
courfe, I muft tell you, though the free offer of the

gofpel was your warrant to take that courfe, yet the

great power of God was the thing that determined and
enabled you thereunto : therefore, blefs him that gave
you counfel ; for now the ftrength of fin is broken.

Alas ! may one fay, that hath fled to Chrift for ftrength,

if the ftrength of fin be broken in all that have fled to

Chrift, then I think, I am a ftranger to him ; for I feel

the ftrength of fin more than ever.

Answ. Sin is not always ftrongeft, v/hen the ftrength

fef it is molt felt. The world, that are under the power
V o i . V. H and
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and dominion of fin, have no fenfe or feeling of the

power of it, becaufe it is their element : even as a man
that is in the water, feels not the weight of it, becaufe

he is in the element of it ; but, bring him out of the

water, and put a tub full of water on his head, he will

then find the flrength and weight of it, becaufe he is

not within its element. The wicked world feel not the

ftrength of fin, becaufe they are under the power of it,

and within the very element of fin's ftrength : but, be-

liever, thy beginning to feel the flrength of fin, fays,

thou art getting out from under the power, of it
; yea,

the prevailing power of fin may fometime take place,

where the killing and domineering power of it is broken

:

Iniquity prevails againfl me, may the believer fay : and,

yet fin jhall not have dominion over him ; for, he is not

under the law, but under grace. But tho' the ftrength

of fin be broken in you, believer
;
yet even the broken

flrength of fin may be fo great, as to break your heart,

and break your back, and break your peace, and break

your confidence and courage : therefore, as you have

begun to flee to Chrift for refuge from the flrength of

fin, fo you mull hold on ; living by faith on him as your

ftrength, and that in the courfe of all his appointed

means, fuch as reading, hearing, meditating, watching,

and praying, and guarding againfl all the motions of

that ftrong enemy ; and particularly againfl the firfl mo-

tions of fin, and the firfl beginnings of it : great evils

arife out of fmall beginnings ; one fpoonful of water will

quench that fire, which afterwards whole buckets can-

not abate. Therefore, refill the beginnings of fin, as you

would refill the devil. When fin does not feem to be

mewing all its ftrength, that which it aims at, even

in its weakefl aiTaults at firfl, is to put forth its utmoft

flrength : Watch, therefore, and pray, that ye enter not

into temptation : and let not down your watch ; for if you

watch one half hour, and think you may fleep fafely the

other half, the Phi/i/tines will be upon yon, Samfon.

Whenever you begin to fleep in fecurity, fin will waken

upon you in its (trength and fury, though it were upon

the back of a faving manifeflation : yea, if you have

been upon the mount with God, even upon the top of

the
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the mount ; Satan, if he can, will throw you down from
the pinacle of the temple : therefore, keep near to your
Lord, your ftrength.

And whatever means you ufe, beware of going back
to your old hufband the law ; for, as 1 defign to fhow
in the following doclrine, the law, inftead of helping

you, will hurt you. If you wind up a clue of legal per-

formances, expecting to overcome fin that way, you
will find it vain labour, and that you muft wind it off

again, and begin upon a new bottom, namely, Chrift,

the Lord your righteoufnefs and ftrength. To work
hard in the duties of religion, without faith in Chrift,

as your righteoufnefs, for acceptance ; and ftrength, for

affiftance, is as vain labour, as for a weaver to throw
the fhuttle from one fide of the web to the other, with-

out a thread in the fhuttle. Why, let him work never

fo hard with feet and hands, it is loft labour, he will

never make out his web that way
;

yea, he but waftes

his ftrength in doing nothing. Therefore, being di-

vorced from the /aiv, as a covenant of works, and con-

dition of life, and married unto Chrift, live upon your
new Hufband Jefus Chrift, and live near him by faith,

that you may bring forth fruit unto God. The more you
live under grace, the more free will you be from the

ftrength of fin ; but the more you live under the law,

the more will you be under the dominion of fin \ for,

Theftrength offin is the lazv.

H 2 SER
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SERMON LXXV, LXXVI. *

1 Cor. xv. 56.

The ftrength offin is the law.

[The third and fourth Sermons on this text.]

THAT fin hath a great ftrength, will be denied

by none, but fuch as are wholly under the power
of it, and have utterly loft the underftanding of their

own miferable condition. There are two arms of fin,

by which it puts forth and exerts its power, and by which
it attains to its unlawful dominion ; the one is fraud,
and the other is force : the fraud of it is fo great, that

it is dreadful above all things ; and the force of it is fo

violent, that, like a mighty torrent, it carries down all

before it, with refpecl: to which it is promifed, Pfalm

lxxii. 1 5. concerning our Lord Jefus Chrift, in behalf

of the poor and needy that cry to him, He fhall redeem

theirfoulfrom deceit and violence ; and how he redeems
them from the flrength of fin, when it takes and holds

them with thefe powerful arms, is here discovered in

this triumphant fong, death, where is thy fling ? O
grave, where is thy victory ? When a powerful enemy
is to be fubdued, the great and leading inquiry is, where
the ftrength of the enemy lies, that fo it may be attack-

ed in its principal ftrength : but, if the ignorant world,

that are Grangers to the grace of God revealed in the

gofpel, fhould be examined and afked, Where does the

ftrength of fin ly ? They would never anfwer it as our

apoftle does here
; yea, it would be a hard queftion, a

difficult catechifm to the mod part of gofpel-profeflbrs,

efpecialiy fuch as are under the powerful influence of a

legal fpirit. It cannot but be a myftery to their under-

# The two difcourfes following were delivered at Orwell,

Auguft 7th and Sth, 1727.
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(landing, to hear, that the ftrength of fin is the law.

If the apoftle Paul had been living and preaching in our

day, it is likely, upon his delivering fuch doctrine as this,

he had been taxed as a ring-leader of Antinomians and

enemies to the law : and it is plain from his epiftle, he

did not efcape this reproach, which therefore we find

him wiping off, Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make void the

law through faith f Godforbid ; yea, we eftablijh the law.

Why, but is it poflible to eflablifo the law, and yet af-

fert, that xhz ftrength offin is the law f How can this be ?

Yea, it may be afferted in a confiftency both with the

honour of the law, and with a cafting the greateft con-

tempt upon fin : and therefore it is an efiay to open this

myftery, that, through grace, I would endeavour at this

time, namely, that the ftrength offin is the law.

After a communion-folemnity the battle is to be ex-

pected ; for even in the banquetting-houfe, the banner

of love fuppofes a battle at hand
;
yea, a battle prefent,

as well as a battle to come: now, the ftrength of the

battle, to be fure, is to be againft the ftrength of fin.

Believers, that know what it is to be brought to the ban-

quetting-houfe, do alfo know that fin is the great ene-

my they have to combat with : and if it be alked, on
the one hand, Where the believer's ftrength lies ? Sure-

ly it lies in the Lord Jems, his righteoufnefs and ftrength,

and in the banner of love and grace that he fpreads over

his people, who are not under the law, but under grace.

And, ftnce the apoftle fets the law and grace in opposi-

tion to one another, and ftnce the love and grace of God
in Chrift, is the banner and ftrength of the believer, it

is no wonder if it be afked, on the other hand, Where
the ftrength of fin lies ? Then the apoftle anfwers it in

this manner, faying, The flrength offin is the law. Hence
Chrift and the law are the two main ftrengths here op-

pofed : Theflrength offn is the law ; but thanks be to God,

that giveth us the viclory, through jfefus Chrift our Lord.

Surely there is a greater myftery in fin than the world

can imagine, particularly in that it could, in a manner,
get the law of God upon its fide, and fet the law and
the Law-giver at variance, infomuch, that the main
battle ftands betwixt them, as being the two great con-

tending
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tending parties and oppofing powers ; for, as the ftrength

of the believer is Chrift's, fo the ftrength of fin is the

law. * * *

Having elfewhere finifhed the fir ft doctrine, I laid

down from thefe words ; I come now to the fecond

doctrine propofed which was,

Doct. That the firength offin is the law : Or thus,

that the law of works is the firength offin to thefinner

that hath violate and broken it.

The method I promife, after proving that the law is

the ftrength of fin, is the following,

I. To enquire what law is the ftrength of fin.

II. Whatfirength it is that fin hath from the law.

III. Whatfn the law is the ftrength of.

IV. How and in what refpeel the law is the ftrength

of fin.

V. Whence it is that the law is the ftrength of fin.

VI. Make application of the whole in feveral ufes.

I am firft to prove that the law is thefirength offin.

You may fee a cluftre of proofs for it, Rom. vii. 5,-9.
compared with Rom. vi. 1 4. ; where you fee, that the

reafon of man's being under the dominion offin, is his

being under the law ; which plainly proves, that the

firength offin is the law : But it is needlefs to infift in

proving what is exprefly alferted in the facred text.

I. The firft queftion I propofed was, What law is it

thai here is faid to be the ftrength of fin f For under-

ftanding this, you would confider, that the law is taken

two ways

;

1. More largely, for the whole revelation of the will

and mind of God in the word \ *To the law and to the

teflimony ; if they /peak not according to this, it is becaufe

they have no light in them, Ifa. viii. 20. It is not in this

fenfe that you are to underftand the law here ; for thus

the law is not the ftrength of fin, but is rather the

means of light, life, and ftrength againft fin, Pfal. cxix.

*> 2> 3> &c. For, in this refpeel;, it contains not only

precepts
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precepts to obey, but alfo promifes of ftrength ; and

the whole covenant of promife, which is the mean of

conveying fpiritual life and ftrength. Now, in this

fenfe, it is not oppofed to the gofpel of the grace of

God, but contains the gofpel in it ; and therefore the

law, under this confideration, is not here intended.

2. Moreflriclly, the law is taken for the old-covenant

rule of perfect obedience; and under this form, Do, and
live. In this fenfe it is the ftrength of fin, as being op-

pofite to the gofpel, or to grace, which believers are

faid to be under ; Te are not under the law, but under

grace. " All men befides are under the power, rule,

" conditions, and authority of the law as a covenant,
" fays Dr. Qwen ; even all men who are not inflated

" in the new covenant through faith in Chrift Jefus,
" who fet up in them and over them the rule of grace

:

" for all men muft be, one way or other, under the
" rule of God ; and he rules only by the law, or by
" grace : and none can be under both at the fame
" time."

But, for further clearing what this law is, that is here

called the ftrength of (in, you may confider it,

(i.) In its diflinclion : it is to be viewed formally, as

a covenant of works ; and materially, as a rule of life.

The law, materially confidered, is the matter of the co-

venant of works, the fimple precept of obedience relat-

ing to the abftaining from what is evil, and doing what
is good ; this is continually and eternally binding upon
all rational creatures. The law, formally confidered, is

the form of the covenant of works, commanding all du-
ties, with a promife of life upon our obedience ; and
forbidding all fin, with a threatening of death in cafe of
difobience. Thus it is a covenant of life or death, up-
on doing or not doing. In this refpeel, the believer is

not under it ; it is not binding upon him: he is, indeed,

bound to do what is good, and fhun what is evil, be-

caufe he is ftill under the law, materially confidered as

a rule of life ; but under no obligation to it formally as

a covenant, as if he were to be juftified upon his obe-

dience, or condemned upon his difobedience : No ; he
is
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is not under the law as a covenant, to be either juftified

or condemned. But then,

(2.) Confider it in its parts, namely, the command,

and thefanclion : the command of it, as a covenant, is

not funply Do, or yield obedience ; for this was incum-

bent on man before ever there was a covenant of works

made with him, the law as a rule of holinefs being writ-

ten on the table of his heart, in his firil make and con-

ftitution, before ever God entered into covenant with

him : but the command of the covenant of works was

that fame Do, in its connexion with the fanclion of the

promife of life upon doing, and threatening of death

upon not doing ; Do, and live : if thou do not, thou

fhalt die.

(3.) Confider it in its properties : it is holy, jufl, and

good, fays the apoftle, Rom. vii. 12. Holy, in its com-

mand ;
juft, in its threatening ; and good in its promife.

The command of holinefs is a holy command, the threa-

tening of death is a juft threatening, the promife of life

is a good promife. The holinefs of the command, requir-

ing perfect perfonal obedience, flows from the holinefs

of God, and the purity of his nature ; the juftice of the

threatening of eternal death againft fin, flows from the

juftice of God, and the demerit of fin ; the goodnefs of

the promife of eternal life upon man's obedience, iffued

from the fovereignty of God, that was pleafed to make
fuch a promife, not from the merit of that perfonal and

perfect obedience, though it had been performed : no

creature-obedience, whether of man or angel, hath any

merit of condignity ; all the merit that could take place,

even in a ftate of innocence, was a merit of paction

:

for, though man had obeyed perfe£rly, he did no more

than what he was bound to do, and fo could never me-

rit ; and therefore the promife of life, annexed to obe-

dience, was a good promife, (hewing forth the fovereign

goodnefs of God. Now, before this law was violated

and broken by (in, it could never be the ftrength offin

to man in thefe circumftances ; nay, it was rather, in

every part and property of it, a bulwark againft fin

:

the command was a bright glafs wherein the beauty of

holinefs mined ; the threatening of eternal death was a

flaming
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flaming fword to make fin terrible ; and the promife of

eternal life, upon obedience, was a golden bait to make
duty delectable. But now,

(4.) Confider this law in the violation of it, and as it

is a broken law, a violated covenant ; and under this

confideration it is, that the law is the ftrength of fin,

namely, to the finner that hath violated and broken it

:

and fo it became the ftrength of fin to Adam upon his

fall, and to all his pofterity, for failing in the obedience

and righteoufnefs therein required. We have forfeited

the life therein promifed, and incurred the death there-

in threatened ; By one manfin entered into the worlds and
death byfin ; andfo death paffed upon all men, for that

all havefinnedi Rom. v. 12. And thus the life of God
in man being loft, through his being alienated from it,

the life and ftrength of fin muft fucceed. The law then,

that is the ftrength of fin , is the law of works, violated

by the finner. It could not be the ftrength of fin to the

keeper ; but it is fo to the breaker of it. To the per-

fect keeper of it, it is life ; but to the leaft breaker of

it, it is death : and if the law be death to the breaker,

it muft be, of confequence, the fting and ftrength of

fin, according to our apoftle here, The fling of death is

fin and the ftrength offin is the law. Now, the fting

and the ftrength of fin is much the fame, even as the

ftrength of the bee lies in the fting of it ; and therefore

the ftrength of fin muft be the law, which, to the leaft

breaker of it, is death. The perfect keeper of the law
is fafe, if fuch an one could be found ; for it fays, The
man that does thefe things Jhall live by them , Rom. x. 5.

And this fafety and life flows from the promiflbry fancYi-

on of it, Do, and live. But every breaker of the law is

a dead man ; the law that he breaks is his death ; for it

fays, Curfed is every one that coniinueth not in all things
,

written in the book of the law, to do them, Gal. iii. 10.
;

or, the man that does not thefe things, fhall die in and
; by his fin and difobedience : and this death iflues from

J

the minatory fan&ion of the law; If thou do not, thou

(halt die. The ftrength of fin then, is that violated law,

that made death the wages offin, by the penal fanction

of it. But more of this fin afterward.

Vol. V. I II. The
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II. The fecond thing promifed here was, To fhew

vihvX ftrength it is that fin hath from the law. In gene-

ral, all the ftrength it hath is from that violated law of

works ; it would have no ftrength to enflave us ; no

ftrength to ruin us, if there were no law violated there-

by ; Rom. iv. 1 5. Where no law is there is no tranfgrejjion,

no fin : and where no fin is, there is no ftrength of fin;

confequently, where a broken law is, there is fin and

its ftrength ; and fo the ftrength of fin is the broken

law : thus, whatever ftrength fin hath, it is from the

law. But more particularly, I name only a fix-fold

ftrength that fin hath from the violated law of works,

viz.

1. The commanding ftrength of (In is from the law;

hence fin is faid to have dominion over all that are under

the law, Rom. vi. 16. For it is there declared, that it

Jhall not have dominion over them that are not under it

:

and juft it is, that man, who would not remain under

the command of God, fhould be put under the com-

mand of fin
;
yea, it follows neceflarily, that thefe who

cannot be fubjecl: to the law of God, muft be fubjecl: to

the law of fin. Sin receives from the law a kind of

title to the dominion and rule over all the breakers of

it, that remain under it, and through unbelief abide

out of Chrift, the end of the law for righteonfnefs.

How the commanding ftrength of fin is from the law,

may appear more clearly afterwards ; only, it cannot be

otherwife, if you confider it as a broken law. Where
the law is not broken, the law hath the command ; but

where the law is broken, which is a tranfgrejjion of the

law, there fin hath the command. It is true, the com-

manding power of the law ftill remains in point of obli-

gation, infomuch, that all that are under it are obliged to

obey it upon pain of death ; but the tranfgreflbr of the

law is under the commanding power of fin in point of

fubjeclion ; infomuch, if he is enflaved to it, and willing-

ly captivated by it : the broken law then is the ftrength

of fin, becaufe the breaking of the command of the law

neceflarily brings a man under the command of fin.

Though he remain under the command of the law in

point
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1

point of original, righteous, and indiflfolvable obligation;

yet he is under the command of (in in point of fubjecYion:

hence the ftrength of (in to command, is the law as it is

broken by (in ; the refufing of fubjeclion to the law of

God, is a chufing of fubjecYion to the law of (in : to

break the command of God, is to give the command to

fin ; and therefore the commanding ftrength of fin ne-

ceflarily iflues from the law as it is broken by fin.

2. The condemning ftrength of fin is from the law

;

this is more eafy to be underftood, therefore I infift not

much upon it : fin would have no ftrength to condemn
us, if the law did not condemn fin, faying, Curfed be
the breaker of it, Gal. iii. 10. Now, all men are in-

cluded under fin ; therefore, all are under the curfe that

remain under the law. The law hath paft a fentence of

condemnation upon all iinners ; and this gives fin a

ftrength to condemn. It is true, fin hath no ftrength to

condemn a believer ; There is no condemnation to them thai

are in Chrift, becaufe the law is fatisfied, both in the

commanding and curfmg part thereof, in and by their

head Jefus Chrift
;
yea, they are not under the law, but

under grace, being united to Chrift, the end of the law :

therefore, though the law (till condemn their fin, yet it

cannot condemn their perfon, nor involve a member of

Chrift under the curfe. They may be afraid of condem-
nation through unbelief; but they are more frighted

than hurt. But as to all that are out of Chrift, (in hath

a condemning power over them ; and this it hath from
the law, which not only condemns their fin, but their

perfon : the condemning fentence lights and terminates

on the fmner, that hath no covert to fecure him there-

from.

3. The working ftrength of (in is from the law : (in is

no idle thing in the finner ; nay, it is a working thing;

and whence its working ftrength flows, fee Rom. vii. 5,
8. The motions offin that are by the law, did work in our

members to bringforth fruit unto death. Why are the mo-
tions of (in faid to be from the law, and thefe motions
faid to work in our members, but to (hew that the work-
ing ftrength of fin is from the law ? And how that is,

I 2 the
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the apoflle explains, verfe 8. For fin , taking occafion by

the commandment', wrought in me all manner of concupifence.

Hence,

4. The warring ftrength of fin is from the law ; hence,

Rom. vii. 23. it is called the law in the members, warring

againft the law in the mind : yea, it wars and wins both

;

for it conquers and captivates even the children of grace,

Leading them captive to the law offin and death. This

warring ftrength of fin ifiues out of the working ftrength

of it, for the work of it is the warfare of it ; therefore,

if the working ftrength of it be from the law, fo muft
the warring ftrength of it be : and if it work and war in

believers, how powerfully does it work and carry all

before it in thefe that have no true grace, and when it

meets with no oppofition ? It is true, the ftrength of it

appears moft, where there is moft oppofition to it ; but

yet they are moft under the ftrength of it, to whom the

ftrength of it does leaft appear.

5. The wounding ftrength of fin is from the law.

Whence comes a woundedfpirit, but from fin ? Whence
comes the wounded ftrength of fin, but from the law ?

A woundedfpirit who can bear? Why, what makes it in-

tolerable ? Even becaufe the broken law prefents the in-

tolerable wrath of God, the interminable wrath of God,
the everlafting wrath of God, as the native fruit of fin :

and when eternal wrath and eternal death is flinging and
tormenting the man's confcience, what is then a doing?

Why, the matter is, The fling of death is fn, and the

ftrength offin is the law ; and that fting is flicking in the

heart, and wounding the fpirit. Many, indeed, are not

wounded by fin, becaufe fin is lleeping, and the guilty

confcience fleeping ; but, the lefs they fee of the wound-
ing ftrength of fin, the more wounds are abiding them,
when fin revives and confcience wakens.

6. The killing ftrength of fin is from the law, and the

deftroying power thereof; for the wages offin is death

by the law, Rom. vi. 23. ; Soul-death, as well as bodily

death : and the text fays, that as fin is the fting of death,

fo the law is the ftrength offin. And thus the law not

only hath a condemning ftrength, that it derives unto

fin, but a damning and deftroying ftrength alfo ; fin

could
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could not damn the (inner, if the law did not damn fin,

and give a damning ftrength thereunto. All that die

out of Chrift, and under the law, will ly under the

damning and deftroying ftrength of fin for ever, which

it derives from the law. Thus the raoft part are mifer-

ably flain by fin to eternity. There are fome few, that

are mercifully flain by it in time, as the apoftle fays,

Rom. vii. 11. Forfin , taking occafion by the commandment,

deceived me, and by itjlew me : it flew him, and put an

end to his felf-righteous life ; / was alive without the

law once ; but when the commandment came, fin revived,

and I died, ver. 9. This is when the Spirit of God
fhews to a man the Spirit of the law, that had fludied

nothing before but the letter of it, and fo kills all his

hopes of life and juftification by the deeds of the law.

1 Thus you have a hint at the ftrength that fin derives

from the law ; and whatever other ftrength it hath, is

reducible to thefe particulars named.

III. The third thing propofed, was, To fhew, what

fn the law is the ftrength of. In general, the law is the

ftrengtl>of all fin, whether original or actual. The a-

poftle fpeaks here of fin in general; The ftrength offin

is the law. More particularly,

[1.] The law is the ftrength of original fn, whether

imputed or inherent. Imputed original fin, you know,

is the guilt of Adam's firft fin, which is ours by impu-

tation : inherent original fin is the total want of original

righteoufnefs, and the corruption of the whole nature,

which we have by derivation from Adam. Now, the

ftrength of both is the law, and the ftrength of both re-

mains in all that are under the law, and out of Chrift

;

for, while men are under the law, they are members or.

the firft Adam, in whom as their federal head, they

(land guilty of the firft fin, the violation of the law, or

covenant of works ; and from whom, as their natural

root, they derive the whole depravation and corruption

of their nature : for, By the offence of one, judgment came

upon all men unto condemnation • and, By one man fin en-

tered into the zvorld, Rom. v. 12, 18. The ftrength then

of this original guilt and corruption "flows from the vio-

lated
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lated law : all that are under the law, are guilty and
filthy by nature, before ever they be capable of actual

fin. The mod innocent-like children that are born,

and come of Adam, are nothing but a generation of
vipers by nature ; the venom of the ferpent is in

them.

[2.] The law is the ftrength of all aclual Jin : it is

not only the ftrength of the root, but the ftrength of
the fruit ; and, indeed, being the ftrength of the foun-

tain, it muft be the ftrength of the ftreams. The foun-

tain of fin is the ftrength of fin ; and if the law be the

ftrength of the fountain, it is the ftrength of the ftreams

of fin. "While a man is out of Chrift, the ftrength of

fin remains, even though it were poflible that he had
not been guilty of any actual fin ; becaufe the ftrength

of original fin, both imputed and inherent, remains,

while he remains under the power of a violated law.

But with refpecl: to a&ual fin, both inward and outward,

the ftrength thereof is this broken law, that men remain
under, while they remain in unbelief, and out of Chrift.

For inftance,

1. The ftrength of Atheifm arifes from the broken
law that men are under ; hence, all that are without

Chrift, are faid to be without God, [or, Atheists,] in

the world, Eph. ii. 12. The power of atheifm is never

broken, while people are under the law ; becaufe, as

the broken law can give them no right notions of God,
being never defigned of God as the mean of the faving

knowledge of God to a finner, fo it fills the finner with

wrong notions of God, who is not to be found in the

law, but in the gofpel. Since the violation of the law

by fin, God, in a manner, is gone out of the law, and
is to be found no where but in Chrift and the gofpel.

Now, when the finners, that are under the law, cannot

apprehend God, or feek him any where but where they

themfelves are, namely, in the law, and under the law

;

and he is not there to be feen and found, no wonder
that they begin to think that he is no where, and con-

fequently to fay in their heart, There is no God ; and
thus atheifm is ftrengthened : and hence the moft part

of men have no clear notions of God at all, becaufe

they
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they are under the law, where God is not prefent with

them ; or, if they who are under the law have any clear

notions of God, fuited to the ftate they are under, it is

a notion of him as a confumingfire to the breaker of his

law. But this view of God, if it be not mercifully or-

dered and over-ruled, for making a man to flee to

Chrilt for refuge, that he may not be confumed with

that fire ; if it be not thus mercifully over-ruled, I fay,

then, it is but a root of practical atheifm ; for, it makes
him run away from God as Adam did, and hide himfelf,

where he atheiflically dreams that God mall not fee

him.

2. The ftrength of unbelief arifes from the broken
law that men are under, and keep themfelves under to

their own ruin. Why do they not believe the gofpel ?

They will not join in marriage with Chrift, becaufe they

are married to the law: hence marriage to Chrift, fup-

pofes a divorce from the lav/, Rom. vii. 4. Mens legal

faith, believing God will give them life and mercy upon
their own obedience, or doing fo and fo, is the very

ftrength of unbelief : for gofpel-faith (lands upon a quite

other foundation, while it is a believing life and falvati-

on to be had by the obedience of another, even of Jefus

Chrift. Now, while the law of works fays, Come to

me for life ; or, Do and live ; and the gofpel of Chrift

fays, Ton will not come to me, that ye might have life ;

and the flnner's ears are open only to hear what the law

fays ; he cannot believe what the gofpel fays, nor can
fall in with it ; becaufe the remaining power of the bro-

ken law, which he is under, hath broken his courage
and confidence in coming to God upon any other foot-

3. The ftrength of enmity arifes from the broken law,

which is the ftrength of fin, and which men are natural-

ly under. It is the ftrength of enmity againft God and
Chrift both, againft law and gofpel both. On the one
hand, while a man is under the law that is violated by
him, it fays, that he is not fubjeel: to the law that he is

under, as it is with all that are under the law ; The
carnal mind is enmity againft God, and is net fubjeel to the

law of God, neither indeed can be, Rom. \Hi. 7. He
cannot
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cannot be fubject. to the law he is under : and it is

ftrange that men mould naturally defire to be under the

law as a covenant, which yet they cannot be fubject. to

as a rule, by reafon of their carnal mind and wicked
nature. However, the enmity of the nature is not cured,

but ftrengthened by the lav/: for, let God therein appear

as a commanding God, we cannot obey him ; let him
appear as a threatening God, we cannot endure him

;

let the law thunder out vengeance, this may fill the man
with flavifh fear, but cannot create love ; nay, it in-

creafes enmity.—On the other hand, as the carnal mind
is enmity againft God in the law, fo the legal mind is

enmity againft Chrift in the gofpel, Rom. x. 3. Men
being ignorant of God's righteoufnefs, and going about to

eflablijh their own righteoufnefs, do not, and will not, fub-
mit unto the righteoufnefs of God. Hence,

4. The ftrength of prejudice againft Chrift arifes from
the broken law that men are under, and wedded natu-

rally unto : the law of works, that they are under, can

neither lave them itfelf, nor will it fuffer them to go to

Chrift to be faved by him. Though the law cannot fave

a finner, but damns all that are under it, and remain

under it
; yet it points out no oiher way of falvation

;

it is the gofpel does that : the law leads a finner no
where but to itfelf. It is true, the law is faid to be a

fchoolmafier to lead unto Chrift ; or, as the word is. Gal.

ill. 24. a Schoolmaster unto Christ ; or, until
Christ come. At the fchooi of the law, under the

convincing influence of the Spirit, men may come to fee

their need of a better madcr than the law, and fo their

need of Chrift ; but the law of itfelf, as it never reveal-

ed Chrift, nor led to any other righteoufnefs but that

which is perfonal ; fo, as it is a covenant of works, it

feeks no righteoufnefs but the man's own perfonal obe-

dience ; and this being naturally imprefted upon all men,
they having fome dim notions of life by doing, are filled

with prejudice againft life, by believing in another for

righteoufnefs : hence, all that are wedded to the law,

are filled with prejudice againft the gofpel, as if it were

no friend to the hoiinefs of the law ; becaufe, forefooth,

it decries their rotten righteoufnefs, in order to lay an-

other
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nother foundation on which true holinefs doth grow

:

but this the man under the law cannot underftand. For,

5. The ftrength of pride arifes from the law ; Where

is boafting then f It is excluded : By what law f Of works t

Nay, but by the law of faith, Rom. iii. 27. As pride

was the root of the firft rebellion and breach of the law,

while this temptation was yielded to, Toujhall be as gods ;

fo, in the righteous judgment of God, the broken law

is the root of pride. They that are under the law, are

proud of that which mould la) their pride
; proud of a

trifle, proud of a nothing, proud of rags that cannot

cover their nakednefs
;
yea, of filthy rags that but de-

file him : they glory in their fhame. Whenever a man
comes in to Chrift, he is afhamed of that which was his

glory, and counts that but lofs which he reckoned gain to

him ; but while he remains out of Chrift-, and under the

law, he glories in that which is his fhame. Is it not a

fliame for a man to glory in that which is but (linking

dung ? So do thefe fecretly boaft of, and pride them-
felves in fome poor petty duty and righteoufnefs of theirs;

whereas the apoflle calls all perfonal righteoufnefs dung,

when compared with ChrirVs imputed righteoufnefs,

Phil. iii. 8, 9. But much more, is it not a fhame for

men to glory in their fins, as fome do in their profane

fwearing, and drinking, and the like debauchery ? Yet,

even this is rooted in the violated law. For,

6. Even the ftrength of profanenefs arifes from the

broken law, that men are under and remain under by
unbelief. Though profane perfons are evidently under
no fubjection to the law, yet even their profanenefs

proves that they are under bondage to it : for no man
is under the bondage of fin, and under fubjection to it,

but he that is under the bondage of the law, both in its

commanding and condemning power ; and though the

fenfe of their obligation to the law-command be of no
force to bind them to obedience, yet the ftrength of

their fin and difobedience difcovers the ftrength of a le-

gal temper, and the power of a covenant of works that

they are under. You will think ftrange to underftand,

that there is a fecret boaftino; of their law-righteoufnefs,

Vol. V, K that
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even under the open contempt they are pouring upon

the authority of the law ; and this appears, either in

their ignorant hope, on the one hand ; or their foolifh

defpair, on the other.—On the one hand, their ignorant

hope, thinking either the law will juftify them in their

prefent impiety, or upon their future amendment and

penitency : hence profane men will juftify themfelves

in their curfing, and fwearing, and drinking, though

they fwear by faith and conscience ; why, fay they,

that is no fwearing : and though they drink away their

flock, or tipple away their time
;
yet if they have any

fenfe or reafon left, why, fay they, that is no drunken-

nefs : and as they juftify themfelves, fo they hope the

law will not condemn them ; and fo they expecl it will

juftify them : there is part of their ignorant hope, Deut.

xxix. 19. — On the other hand, foolijh defpair may be

latent at the root of their profanenefs, which alfo difco-

vers how much they are wedded to the law, even when
they are breaking it. Perhaps they have effayed fome

duties, at a certain time of their life ; or, at leaft, been

confcious of the obligation they were under to obey the

lav/ ; but having little hope of fuccefs, or coming fpeed

that way, or of gaining life by their doing, they are be-

come defperate : and, the more they give up themfelves

to profanenefs, the more defperate they grow, and hope-

lefs of winning life by the law, or of paying the debt

they owe to it ; therefore, like defperate debtors, find-

ing themfelves out of capacity to pay it, they take on

flill more and more, concluding there is no hope, Jer.

xxii. 25. and xviii. 12.: Which does not at all prove

that they have no manner of inclination to pay debt,

but rather their fecret willingnefs to do it if they were

able, but that they have no hope. Such is the cafe of

many profane perfons, they are defperately taking on

more and more debt to the law by their fin, which is fo

far from proving them to be under the law, that as it

declares them under the curfe of it ; fo it proves their

fecret inclination to do and live ; that it is through de-

fperation they give up themfelves to all wickednefs,

having no hope of life that way : and the more their

profanenefs increafes, the more their defperation grows,

whereby
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whereby they take on more and more debt, being hope-

lefs of ever paying it, and expecting no profit in obey-

ing the law, Job xxi. 1 5. Thus there is at the bottom

a ftrength of legal pride : becaufe the man cannot win

life by his doing, therefore he defperately fights againft

that law which he hath no hope of fatisfying, and chufes

rather to be damned in his unrighteoui'ncfs, than be o-

bliged to the righteoufnefs of another.

7. The ftrength of hypocrify and formality arifes from

the broken and miftaken law ; hence, they that are un-

der the law, are under this delufion, that the law will

be pleafed with any fervice they may give it, though it

be but outfide conformity thereunto ; like the Pharifees,

of whofe legal performances Chrift fays, Except your

righteoufnefs exceed the righteoufnefs of the Scribes and

Pharifees, you cannot be faved. The legalifl is a lover of

himfelf, and his own righteoufnefs ; and his fclf-love

blinds him, that he fecretly fuppofes any thing that comes

from him will be acceptable to the law. As the law is

broken and violated, fo it is but broken pieces of the

law that he fees, becaufe his underftanding alfo is broken

and blinded, he knows not the perfection thereof; and

therefore, making to himfelf an imperfect law, he doubts

not but it will be fatisfied with his imperfect righteouf-

nefs : yea, he may think his righteoufnefs as perfect as

the law is, faying, with the young man in the gofpel,

All thefe things have I donefrom my youth up. Thus hy-

pocrify and formality iffue from the law as it is broken

and abufed, manked and maimed by them that are un-

der it.

8. The ftrength of fecurity arifes from the law, as it

is broken and abufed by men : for they that are under

the law, make their very obedience to it (however moral

and external only it is) a handle for their fecurity, con-

tempt, and neglect: of the law. Thus faid the whore in

the Proverbs, chap. vii. 14. This day have I paid my
vows, and offered my peace-offering ; come let us take our

fill of loves. Her duty hardened her -in fin and fecurity

:

and thus many go to the church, they go to their pray-

ers, they go to their duty ; and then they imagine, that

as they have made fuflicient amends for what is paft, fo

K 2 they
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they have made fufficient provifion for preventing the

bad effects of what is to come ; they may now indulge

themfelves in their pleafure, fince they fuppofe they have
fatisfied the Law-giver with fome obedience. What
is this but the ftrength of fecurity foftered by the law?
When men after fuch and fuch duties allow themfelves

a latitude, they draw ftrength to their carnal fecurity

from the law ; Wejhall have peace^ though we walk after

the imaginations ofour hearts. And thus it is the ftrength

of negligence alfo : none are readily more negligent of the

duties of the law, than thefe that boafl of the law, and
of winning to heaven by their good works ; whence is

this, but from the law of works cutting them fhort of

ftrength through their abufe of it ? Why, is it poffibk

that men will neglect duty, and yet think to be juflified

by their duties ? Yea, and why fo ? Becaufe they make
their own duty a falve for their fore ; and as they but

feldom find their fores, fo they feldom make application

even of their own falve. In a word, the law of works
is thus the ftrength of all fin.

IV. The fourth thing propofed, was. To mow how
and in what refpecl the law is the ftrength of fin. This

is the main quellion and the grand myftery here to be
folved ; for, that the law is the ftrength of fin , is plain

from the text, wherein the Holy Ghoft declares it in

exprefs terms ; terms that we durft never have ufed, if

the Spirit of God had not ufed them before us : but how
the law is the ftrength of fin, remains yet to be confi-

dered. Befides the hints that I have given before, there

are thefe eight following refpeclis, wherein the law of

works, now violated and broken, is the ftrength of fin,

ever fince the original breach and violation thereof.

i. The law is the ftrength of fin, in refpecl: of the

extenfive malediclion and curfe of the law, whereof the

power and ftrength of fin is a principal part, and fo the

breach of it could not but neceffarily infer the ftrength

of fin. Death temporal, fpiritual, and eternal, was the

penalty of the law, in cafe of the breach thereof. Now,
fpiritual death is nothing elfe but the power of fin ; and

this power of fin, or fpiritual death, being the main
breach
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breach of the law-threatening ; In the day thou eatefl

thou Jhaltfurely die, Ezek. xviii. 4. Gal. iii. 10. Now,
this is the primary and radical refpect wherein the law is

called the ftrength of fin ; any other particular that I am
to mention is rather fecondary and consequential unto

this. Let this, therefore, be remembered, as the main

thing, the chief refpecl wherein the law is the ftrength

of fin, that it cannot be otherwife in the nature of the

thing, and according to the conflitution of the law, or

covenant of works, denouncing the leading judgment of

Spiritual death upon the breaker of it. No fooner was
it broken, than mankind came under the curfe of it

;

and all men, by nature, being under the curfe of the

law, they are by this very curie under the power and
ftrength of fin, becaufe the ftrength of fin is the main
part of the curfe of the law : man's being given up to

the power of fin, is the main branch of the punilhment

of fin, and the chief death threatened in the law. Tem-
poral death is nothing, if you take away the ftrength of

fin ; it hath no fling, no ftrength to harm. Eternal

death would have no being ; and, as it lies in mere tor-

ment, is but the confequential evil of fin, and nothing to

the intrinfical evil and power of it in fpiritual death.

This being the main threatening, the main curfe ; to be
under the curfe of the law, and under the power of fin,

is one and the fame thing. In this refpeel then, efpeci-

ally, the ftrength of fin is the law. Happy is the be-

liever in Chrift, that is delivered from the curfe of the

law ; for, ipfo facto, by this very mean he is delivered

from the ftrength of fin : and fad is your cafe, that are

Chriftlefs unbelieving finners, and who have never fled

to Chrift for refuge ; for you, being under the curfe of

the law, are neceffarily under the power of fin : This is

the main part of your curfed ftate, that the ftrength of

fm is not felt, is not broken, is not weakened in you

;

but its commanding and condemning power both of

them remain, and will remain while you are under the

law, for the ftrength of fin is the law ; and if you be not

disjoined and divorced from the law, and joined and
united to Chrift the end of the law, the ftrength of fin

will be your death and your doom for ever. But then,

2. The
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i. The law is the ftrength of fin, in refpect of its of-

fice^ to difcover fm, and make it known in the power
and ftrength of it ; Rom. iii. 20. By the law is the know-

ledge ofJin ; for, without the law, Jin was dead, fays the

fame apoftle, Rom. vii. 8. Dead, and, as it were, des-

titute of life and ftrength, becaufe the life and power of

it was hid and out of fight ; For I was alive without the

law, fays he, ver. 9. Before the commandment came with

power, difcovering the fpirituality of the law, I was, as

it were, without the law ; and fo they that are without

law, are without fm : for, where no law is, there is no

tranfgrejfion. Without the law, then, fm was dead,

and I was alive ; the life and ftrength of fm did not ap-

pear ; and I thought, I had an innocent and holy life of

it : But when the commandment came, fo as by the law I

got the knowledge of fin, then the life and ftrength of

fin appeared ; fm revived, and I died. Before the law

came with convincing power, might he fay, fin was
dead, and I was alive ; but whenever the command-
ment came, giving me the knowledge of fin, then fm
was alive, and I died ; my carnal confidence died, my
hope of life by the law died : for then I faw the ftrength

of fin. Thus the law is the ftrength of fm, in refped

of its difcovering the life and ftrength of it, which with-

out the law is dead. Why, may one think, if fin be

dead without the law, then better want the law that

gives life to it. To this we reply ; The apoftle here

fpeaks of fin's being dead in point of the difcovery there-

of; and fin's being dead in this fenfe, and the ftrength

of it hid, is no mercy, but a mifery. It is the mifery

of unconverted finners, that the ftrength of it lies dead

and buried, as it were, in the rotten fepulchre of their

wicked heart and corrupt nature, where, like a {linking

carcafe, it is putrifying the whole foul ; while yet the

finner, that is alfo dead in fins and trefpaffes, does not

find the filthy fmell thereof ; for fin is nothing but death

and putrifaclion, but the dead man does not find the

filthy fmell of death and rottennefs about him. The
life and ftrength of fin is juft fpiritual death, and foul-

defilement ; and when this death is hid and out of fight

to the finner, and unfelt by him, the ftrencrth of that

fin
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fm and death is not the lefs, but the more fearful and

ftrong, that it is not feen and felt : therefore, as it is a

mercy to get effectual conviction of fin by the law, fo it

is a mifery to be under the power and flrength of fin,

and yet not to know it ; for then the fmner, that is alive

without the law, is but living in fin, and yet dead while

he lives : the flrength of fin being dead and hid to him,

while without the law, which is the flrength of fin, in

refpect of its office to difcover it.

3. The law is the flrength of (in, in refpect of its de-

Jiciency and weaknefs through our flefh to deflroy the

flrength of fin ; For what the law could not do, in that it

was 7veak through the flefh f God fending his own Son, in

the likenefs offtnfulflefh, and for fin condemnedfin in the

flefh, Rom. viii. 3. The law is laid to be weak through

the flefh>, or through our corrupt nature, infomuch, that

it cannot juflify a finner, it cannot fanctify, it cannot

fave : the broken law cannot give life or flrength to the

breaker of it ; there is no help to be expected there a-

gainfl the flrength of fin. Its commanding, condemn-
ing, enflaving, and ruining flrength being from the

law, is violated by us ; furely no help againfl the domi-
nion and rule of fin can come from the law : yea, the

law was never ordained of God to convey grace, or fpi-

ritual flrength, to the foul of man : had it not been fo,

the promife and the gofpel had been needlefs, as the a-

poflle argues, Gal. iii. 21. Ifthere had been a law given

which could have given life, verily righteoufnefs Jhould

have been by the law. If it could have given life or

flrength, then it would have produced righteoufnefs,

and we mould have been juftified by it. The law dif-

covers fin and condemns it, but gives no flrength to op-

pofe it ; it was never defigned of God as his ordinance
for the dethroning of fin, nor for the definition of the

power of fin. It was defigned to declare the whole duty
of man, but never had power to bar the entrance of fin,

nor to call out fin, when it is once enthroned : and the

broken law hath nothing to do with fmners, but to

judge, curfe, and condemn them ; it neither contains

any grace, nor communicates any for the deftroying of

fin : therefore, thev that are under the law, are under

the
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the dominion of fin. The law is holy, but it cannot
make them holy that have made themfelves unholy ; the

law is jufl, but it cannot make them juft, nor juftify

them whom it does condemn ; the law is good, but it

can do them no good who have once broken it. Sin

will never be dethroned by it, and will never give place

to the law, either in its title to dominion, or in its

power to exert the fame. When the law prefles on the

confcience of thefe that are under it, perplexing or dif-

quieting them ; or when the commandment comes unto

them, fo as Jin revives, and they die, as I faid already
;

that is, when the law gives power to fin to flay the hope
of the finner, and to diftrefs him with the apprehenfion

of guilt and death ; when the law is thus giving power
to fin to difquiet and condemn miners, then, being prefl

with a fenfe of the guilt of fin, and deprived of all reft

and peace in their minds, they will refolve to call: off

the yoke of fin, and endeavour it in fome inftances of

duty, and abftinence from fin. But, alas ! the law can-

not enable them hereunto ; it cannot give them life and
ftrength to go through with what their convictions prefs

them unto ; and hence they faint after a while, and
grow weary, and at length give quite over, if grace

come not in with that aid that the law cannot give.

4. The law is the ftrength of fin, not only in refpedt

of its deficiency, for giving ftrength againft fin ; but in

refpecl: of its efficiency, in giving ftrength to fin through

the corruption of our nature. As the law is weak through

the Jlejh, and affords no ftrength againft fin ; fo it is

flrong through the fleili, for increasing the ftrength of

fin. In the former it is deficient, in this latter it is effi-

cient through the flefh ; hence it is faid, Rom. iv. 15.

The law worketh wrath ; that is, not only wrath in God
againft the finner, that breaks the law ; but alfo wrath

in the finner againft God, and enmity againft him ; and

both thefe go together. If the law work wrath in God
againft the finner, the revelation of this wrath works

wrath and enmity in the finner againft God. It is only

the love and grace of God, revealed in the gofpel, that

works love ; We love him, becauje heJirjl loved us, 1 John
iv. 19. Now, the law makes no revelation of the love,

bur.
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but only of the wrath of God ; and therefore the law,

as it is the revelation of wrath, worketh wrath. Try it

when you will, you will find that it is only the revelation

of God's love that worketh love ; and that is the revela-

tion of him in the gofpel, as a gracious God, a promif-

ing God, a pitying, and fin-pardoning God, a recon-

ciled God in Chrirr, this works love : but God, as re-

vealed in the broken law is merely a commanding God,

a threatening God, a judging and avenging God, a

terrible God, a confuming fire to fmners ; and this

works wrath and enmity. Now, love being the fulfill'

\

ing cf the law, and the mm thereof; enmity is the fum
' of all fm : therefore, while the law works wrath and

j
enmity, it is the ftrength of fin. The gofpel works

J

love, the law works enmity : and as the faith of the

gofpel works by love ; fo legal faith, or rather unbelief,

works by enmity : and as the law works wrath and en-

mity, fo it works fear and bondage ; flavifh fear, and

dreadful bondage, which is attended with diforder, dis-

turbance, and defpair.

5. The law is the ftrength of fm, in refpect. of its op-

pojition to the gofpel, wherein grace and ilrength alone

is exhibited for the denruction of fin. The law is not of

faiths Gal. hi. 12.—The law and grace are fet in oppo-

fition to one another, in many places, as Rom. xi. 6.

Jf by grace, then it is no more of works, otherwife grace

if no more grace ; but if it be of works, then it is no more

grace, otherwife work is no more work. The command
of the law, as a covenant of works, Bo and live, (lands

I directly oppofite to the call of the gofpel, which is to

lay hold on eternal life upon the doing of another : the

threatening of the law, and the promife of it alfo, (land

directly oppofite to the profer and promife of the gofpel

;

j
the threatening of the law is a threatening of death to

the finner for his difobediencc ; the promife of the gof-

pel is a promife of life to the finner through the obe-

dience of the Surety : the promife of the law was a

promife of life to him that works for it, and works per-

fectly ; the promife of the gofpel is a promife of life to

him that works not, but believes en hifit that jafiifieth the

Vol.. V. L ungodly,
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ungodly, Rom. iv. 4, 5. The conditional promife of

the law, whereof the condition is no lefs than perfect,

perfonal obedience, is directly oppofite to the free and
abfolute promife of the gofpel, and the freedom of the

grace thereof, which is to be had without money and
without price.—The righteoufnefs of the law, and the righ-

teoufnefs of the gofpel, ftand alfo directly oppofite : the

righteoufnefs of the law is only for the perfect man,
that never finned ; the righteoufnefs of the gofpel is for

a (inner, a finner overwhelmed with fin : the righteouf-

nefs of the law is the righteoufnefs of man, and the righ-

teoufnefs of the gofpel is the righteoufnefs of God ; it

is a righteoufnefs of another, and in another than our-

felves : it is a righteoufnefs imputed without works, to a

(inner believing in Chrifl, Rom. iii. 21,22. The ftrength

of the law for obedience, was the natural ftrength that

God gave to Adam at firfl ; it was home-bred, and yet

but ftrength only in the dream, which is dried up, fo

as by nature we are without ftrength ; and fin hath the

poffefTion of all the flrength of nature : but the ftrength

of the gofpel is a borrowed ftrength, as well as the righ-

teoufnefs a borrowed righteoufnefs, faying, In the Lord

have I righteoufnefs andflrength ; and fo it is the flrength

of the fountain, that can never be dried up. The law

requires all to be done in our own ftrength ; the gofpel

expects nothing to be done but in the ftrength of ano-

ther : the law gives no ground of claim for life, but by

debt to the doer ; the gofpel gives no claim for it, but

by grace to the finner. Now, there can be nothing

more oppofite than law and gofpel ; and therefore, in

refpect of the oppofition of the law to the gofpel of the

grace of God, it may be called the ftrength offin, fmce

it oppofes that which alone can deftroy that ftrength.

6. The law is the ftrength of fin, in refpecl of its a-

greement with the natural impreflion that it hath left up-

on the heart of the children of men ; and by reafon of

which they (land out againft Chrifl, in and by whom a-

lone the flrength of fin is broken : I called it an agree-

ment, becaufe the law, though it will never accept of

any work that a finner can do, yet it requires the finner

to do whatever it required at the firfl, and that under

the
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the pain of eternal death, which he hath already incur-

red by fin ; and under the pain of forfeiture of eternal

life, which he hath already forfeit by his failure ; for

the law hath not loft: its authority to command, though

we have loft ability to obey. Now, the natural im-

preflions that the law hath left upon the children of men,

are agreeable to the original conllitution of the law, or

covenant of works. The law was the firfl liquor pour-

ed into the vefTel of man's nature, and the veflel fmells

of that liquor that was firft put into it ; hence it is fo

natural for all men to expect life no other way but in a

way of doing for it. And thefe legal impreftions, left

on our nature by the law, are the flrength of fin in

manifold refpects, efpecially in their agreement with the

law to oppofe Chrilt in the gofpel: hence the legal mind
oppofes Chrift as a Prophet, as it is ignorant of God's
righteoufnefs, and averfe from being taught this leiTon,

taking up God as ftill dealing with it in the old-covenant

way. The legal confeience oppofes Chrift as a Prlefl ;

for, whenever it is awakened, it knows nothing of feek-

ing peace by the blood of Chrift, but natively looks to

the law, and its own obedience for it, faying, O fince

I have difpleafed God by my difobedience, how mall I

pleafe him but by my obedience ? If I have offended

him by my fin, how fhall I pacify him but by my duty?

It is as natural for confeience thus to act and fpeak

when it is preffed, as it is natural for a man to breathe

in the air, or for a fifli to fwim in the water: hsnee the

I natural confeience, inftead of leading men to Chrift, in

I

whom alone God is well-pleafed and fatisfied, it leads

ithem to the law, and fo the quite oppofite way to Chrift.

iThe legal will alfo oppofes Chrift as a King ; for, when
he is rejected as a Prieft, he cannot be received as a

King : for his fpiritual kingdom is founded upon his

Priefthood, infomuch, that they who receive him not

for righteoufnefs, cannot receive him for flrength ; and

jconfequently the flrength of fin, both to condemn and

command, remains. In a word, the will is unwilling

to be faved in this way of grace, and the natural man
'cannot receive thefe things of the Spirit of God and

L 2 the
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the gofpel ; men's legal notions and imaginations exalt

themfelves againfl the knowledge of Chrift, 2 Cor. x.

4, 5. And they are fo high and mighty, that nothing

can pull them down but the power of omnipotency ; the

weapons that are mighty through God to the pulling down
ofjlrong holds , cafling down imaginations, and every high

thing that exalteth it/elf again/1 the knowledge of God.—
Again, thefe legal impreflions left by the law, have a

weakening influence upon the graces of the Spirit, where
they are implanted ; for the implantation of grace does

not wholly root out the impreffion of the law in time,

fuch a deep rooting it hath in our nature. Thefe weeds
cf legal impreffions, that grow up in the garden of the

heart, draw away the fap and flrength of the fruits of

the Spirit, and weaken them. They either hinder or

weaken faith, For the law is not offaith ; it oppofes both
the doclrine of faith, and the grace of faith : it hinders

and weakens repentance-; for gofpel-repentance ilfues

from that faith which the law oppofes : it hinders and
weakens love ; for the man cannot love that God, whom,
by the lawr

, he apprehends to be an enemy : and hence
it hinders and oppofes joy in the Lord ; for the legal

fpirit is a fpirit of heavinefs, in oppofition to joy; and
fo it eats out the man's flrength, for the joy of the Lord
is our flrength : and confequently, when thus the law

weaken- and oppofes the flrength of grace, in this re-

fped it is the flrength of fin ; its agreement wTith the

natural impreffion that it hath left on the hearts of the

children of men, creates a natural difagreement betwixt

us and Chrift, betwixt us and the gofpel, and the grace

of the gofpel. Pride of natural righteoufnefs flands up
againfl, and oppofes the gofpel-righteoufnefs.

7. The law is the flrength of fin, in refpeel: of the

irritating quality of its precept upon corrupt nature

;

Sin, taking occafion by the commandment, wrought in me
all manner of' concupifcence, R.om. vii. 8. And here it is

ftrange to think of the different effe&s of the law of

works, in flrengthening fin on the one hand, by its a-

greement with proud and felf-righteous nature, as I

have been mewing ; and on the other hand, by its dif-

agreeablenefs with, and oppofition unto carnal and cor-

rupt
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rupt nature, which is irritated by the law. Sin takes,

occafion by the commandment, and fo the law is the

ftrength of fin ; as it is in the Latin proverb, Qccafio

fach'furem ^ "Occafion makes the thief.'* Thus A-
chan ; I faw fuch and fuch things, and feeing them I

coveted them, and took them. The law does not," pro-

perly fpeaking, give occafion to fin ; but fin takes occa-

fion from the law to be operative and working
;

yea,

fuch is the corruption of nature, that the more God's
law forbids fin, the more we break out into fin ; as a

dam or bank made in the midft of a flrong current of

water, the more it is dammed up, the more it fwells

;

and, when once it prevails, it breaks over with the

greater violence : fo here, the more God's law oppofes

iin, the more does (in rife, and fvvell, and rage : Niti-

mur in vetitum, &c. Why this ? Even becaufe there

is fuch a contrariety betwixt God's holy law and our

unholly nature.—Again, in regard of righteous nature,

now proud and felfiih, they feem to agree, and do really

fo in fome things : for, according to the tenor of the

covenant of works, man would have had a perfonal

righteoufnefs to have gloried in, if God had defigned

him life that way ; and proud nature abufed that origi-

nal conflitution, which God never defigned fhould (land

but for a little, to be like a fcaffold for building up a

better covenant
\

yet proud nature grips, as I faid, to

that wherein the law would have exalted it, if it had
flood : but, in regard of corrupt and carnal nature,

there is fuch an oppolition to the very command of the

law, that it is not fubject thereto, neither can be ; nay,

inftead of fubjeclion to it, it is irritate and increafed by
it. In this fenfe it may be faid, that when the law en-

ters, offence doth abound : for fin, like a mad horfe,

rages, and is the more furious, that it is checked with

the bridle.

8. To name no more, As the law is the ftrength of

•fin, in rcfpccl of the irritating quality of the command
upon corrupt nature ; fo the law is the ftrength of (in,

in refpecl of the feverity of thefanflion thereof; which,
fo far as it is regarded by us now in our obedience to

the law, in thefc our finful circumflances under a bro-

ken
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ken covenant of works, cannot but be the ftrength of
fin and felf, to all that are influenced in their obedience,

with a refpect, thereunto. The fanction of the law, by
which it was caft into the form of a covenant of works,
was the promife of life upon our obedience, and threa-

tening of death upon difobedience : now, to obey, or

do, from a regard to that fanction, is to do duty, from
the hope of eternal life by doing ; and to fhun evil, from
the fear of eternal death and damnation : but, for a
man to be thus under the coaction and compulsion of

the law, is to be under the power of fin, notwithfland-

ing his bed: performances ; for the man that is acted and
influenced by that fanction, cannot now be acted from
love to God, which alone is true holinefs, nor from a

view to God's glory and honour, but merely to himfelf

;

which is evident from his legal hope of heaven, upon
his obedience,, influenced by the promiflbry fanction of

the law ; and from his legal fears of hell, upon his dif-

obedience, influenced by the penal fanction of the law.

This power of the legal fanction that he is under, keeps

him under the power of fin ; for, like a ftrong chain,

it fetters him, that he cannot act freely and willingly

;

nay, he acts only in a mercenary and flaviih way, like

a flave to the law, and not like a fervant to God. Be-
lievers, fo far as they are delivered from the law, act

freely, and with a willing mind ; not by the coaction

and compulfion of the law, but without refpect either to

the law-promife of life upon doing, or the the law-threa-

tening of death upon not doing ; being, by virtue of

the new nature, ready to do the will of their God and
Father in Chrift with pleafure : this title to life, and fe-

curity from death, Handing allenarly upon the obedience

and fatisfaftion of their Head and Surety. Therefore,

there is no law-promife of life, or threatening of death,

that they have to regard ; and consequently their obe-

dience mult be chearful, free, willing, and natural,

without all legal compulfion. As the body needs no
law-fanction, to compel it to eat, drink, ileep, walk,

or Hand, or do any of the works of nature ; even fo, ft

is natural to the believer, according to the meafure of

his
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1

his freedom from legal bondage, to aft freely in the

Lord's fervice, without the coa&ion of the law : being

loofed from it, the ftrength of fin is broken, and he is

at liberty to ferve the Lord without fear', in holinefs and
righteoufiiefs before him. But fuch as are under the pow-
er of legal compulfion, and are acted and influenced by
a regard to the fanclion of the law-promife and threa-

tening, and fo under the power of legal hopes and fears

;

that is, the hope of eternal life upon their doing fo and

fo, and the fear of eternal death upon their failure,

they are, on this very account, under the power and
ftrength of fin ; where, if they remain, and live, and
die, their hope will fail them, and their fears will come
upon them : for, as their hope is a dead hope, that can-

not purify their heart ; fo their fear is a Jlavifo fear,

that makes them departfrom God, It is true, under the

power of thefe legal hopes and fears, influenced by the

promifTory and penal fanclion of the law, the poor {in-

ner that is thus in bondage to the law, may perform a

multitude of duties, and be very flricl and devout, as

if who but he f and yet, the more he does, the more he
undoes himfelf, being intangled in that yoke of bondage,

as the expreffion is, Gal. v. 1. The yoke but galls his

neck, and holds him back from taking on Chriil's eafy

yoke. Yea, in thefe circumflances, he can bring forth

no fruit that is truly and fpiritually good : for, as they

only that are divorced from the law, and married to

Chrift, do bring forth fruit unto God, Rom. vii. 4. ; fo

they that remain thus under the yoke of the law, can
bring forth no fruit, but to themfelves and the devil.

—

Thus you fee how and in what refpeB the law is the

Jlrength offin. I proceed,

V. To the fifth thing propofed, which was, To mow
whence it is that the law is the Jlrength offin. From
what fpring and fource does this arife ? whence comes
jit, that fin mould have a commanding and condemning
'power over a man, that is under the law ; and that, as

the law cannot deliver him, fo it detains him a captive

'unto fin? Several reaibns of this doctrine are interiperf-

3ed among the particulars on the former heads : But, be-

fide
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fide what hath been faid, I fhall now after the follow-

ing*

i. That the law, now violated and broken, is the

ftrength of fin, proceeds from the holinefs and juftice of

the Law-giver: he is of purer eyes than that he can be-

hold iniquity ; and, juftice andjudgment are the habitation

of his throne : therefore, when his holinefs and purity

appearing in the precept of the law, is crofted by fin,

his juftice and equity declared in the threatening of the

law, cannot but break forth againft fin in the righteous

puniftiment thereof. Now, lin being the greateft evil,

and the greateft evil deferving the greateft punifhment

;

and there being no greater puniihment of fin, than that

of puniffting it by fin, and giving up the finner to the

power and ftrength of it ; therefore, this juft and holy

God makes the ftrength of fin to be the ftrength of the

fanclion of the law, to the greateft ruin of the breaker

of it. There is no evil like the evil of fin, which is the

tranfgrejjion of the law ; and no judgment like the judg-

ment of being given up to the ftrength of fin : therefore,

the mod juft and holy Law-giver makes the penalty of

the broken law to be the ftrength of fin. So that to fay,

the ftrength offin is the law, is fo far from reflecting any

difhonour upon the purity of the law, that it is a decla-

ration of the holinefs of the command, and the juftice of

the threatening both.

2. That the law is the ftrength of lin, proceeds from

the nature of the law, in the office that God hath de-

figncd and afligned to it ; and that is, not to be the

miniflration of life, and ftrength againft fin, but to be

fubfervient to the gofpel, which is the miniflration of

life and righteoufnefs, i Cor. hi. 7,— 10. The law was

never appointed of God to be the miniflration of life, but

of death, even fpiritual death, and thereupon of further
j

condemnation ; but yet," as it is a miniflration of death

and condemnation, it is appointed to be a fervant to the

gofpel; and hence law-commands, and law-threatenings

both, are brought into the gofpel-difpenfation, to be

fubfervient thereto, and to illuftrate the glory thereor,

and make way for its powerful efficacy, for the pulling

down the flrong holds of fin, to which office the gofpel

only
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only, is appointed of God. And as the darknefs of the

night ferves to fhew forth the brightnefs of the day ; fo

the ftrength of fin, that arifes from the broken law,

ferves to illuftrate and manifeft the ftrength of grace,

that is brought in by the glorious gofpel.

3. That the law is the ftrength of fin, proceeds from
the very nature of sin, and its direct oppofition and con-

trariety to. the law. You know, when two are of a

contrary difpofition, they never agree together, but will

ever be brawling and quarrelling one with another > fo,

whatever agreement there be betwixt the law, as a co-

venant of works, and proud felf-righteous nature, yet

fuch a difagreeable couple is God's holy law and our

corrupt nature, that there is a direct contrariety betwixt

them. The law of God bears the image of God ; it is

perfectly juft, perfectly holy, and like unto God the

giver of it : but the corruption of our nature bears the

image of the devil, being wholly unjuft, and altogether

unholy : fo fays the apoftle, The law is holy, but I am
carnal; in me, that is, in my flefh, dwells no good thing,

Rom. vii. 14, 18. Now, as natural philofophy teaches,

that in winter-time, the coldnefs of the air and froft,

that may be about the fire, makes the heat of the fire

more intehfe, fo that it burns a great deal the fafter and
fiercer ; fo God's law, coming to, and meeting with

our corrupt nature, certainly it makes corruption more
intenfe and more violent. Hence, when the command-

ment comes, fin revives, and rifes up in the fury of its

ftrength ; as, when a deadly foe comes upon one, the

perfon gathers all his ftrength together to oppofe him.

The ftrength of fin is not the lefs before the commandment
come, or the law appear ; but when the law appears,

the ftrength of fin appears, and exerts itfelf : As fire and
water are oppofites, though at a diftance

;
yet their op-

pofition to one another is not fo evident till they meet
>and come together, and then there is a mighty flutter-

ing and ft riving between them : fo the holy law and the

unholy heart are oppofite, though they do not meet

;

but when once they meet together, the heart rifes, and
rages, and oppofes it like the devil. This appears when-
Vol, V, M ever
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ever a man is convinced by the law, and the conviclion

is merely legal, fo as the man fees nothing but the fpi-

rituality of the law-command, and the feverity of the

law-curfe : I fay, when the convi&ion is merely legal,

the feverity of the curfe raifes a trembling devil of fear

in the awakened confcience, and the fpirituality of the

command raifes a devil of enmity in the carnal heart.

And thus, from the very nature of fin, the law is

the flrength of fin.

4. That the law is the flrength of fin, efpecially to

thefe that are under the gofpel-difpenfation, arifes from

the nature of unbelief, and the malignant influence

thereof ; as is evident from that word of our Lord Jefus,

John iii. 18. He that believes is not condemned ; but he

that believes not, is condemned already, becaufe he believes

not in the name of the only begotten Son of God. He that

believes not the gofpel, is condemned already by the

law. Now, here confider, what the law-condemnation

is. I told you formerly, that the leading and fevered

part of the law-fentence of condemnation is jufl the

flrength offin ; fo as, to be under the curfe and con-

demnation of the law, is to be under the power of fin,

in its commanding and condemning flrength. But what

influence hath the not-believing the gofpel upon a man's

being thus condemned ? Was he not in a flate of con-

demnation, though he had never heard the gofpel ?

Why then does Chrifl fay, He that believes not is con-

demned already f Why, it demonftrates, that though all

the world be under the power of fin, by the fentence of

the law
;
yet they that are under the gofpel, and believe

not in the Lord Jefus, their condemnation is condem-

nation indeed ; they fland under the condemning fen-

tence of the law, and fo under the power of fin more

than ever, becaufe the gofpel news of freedom from that

condemnation is rejected. It is not my office as a Sa-

viour, might Chrifl fay, to condemn them ; For God

fent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but

that the world through hhn might befaved: but it is the

office of the law, as it is the miniftration of death and
condemnation, to condemn them ; fo that they are con-

demned already by another hand
\

yea, condemned al-

ready
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ready by the law, becaufe they believe not in me, who am
not come to condemn them, but to fave them. No
fooner is this gofpel-falvation rejected, but the law-con-

demnation is ftrengthened and fortified ; for then the

law, which before was dumb and filent, as it were, after

the gofpel hath fpoken a word of freedom and falvation

from the ftrength of fin, and the man refufes and rejects

it, the law opens its mouth, in a manner, faying in

effect, I take inftruments upon this refufal of yours,

that under my dominion and power you (land by your
own confent, and that the ftrength of fin mail not be a-

bated, but increafed ; and let this ftand regiftrated and
recorded in the book of confcience, to bear witnefs to

the equity and juflice of my final fentence, when the

books fhall be opened at the great day. In a word,

unbelief holds and detains the man under the law,

by refufing Chrift and the grace of the gofpel : and
as the law is the ftrength of fin, fo unbelief ftrengthens

the hands of the law, to kill, and condemn, and enfiave

the finner under the commanding and condemning
power of fin ; and if the law be the ftrength of fin, and
unbelief the ftrength of the law, then unbelief is the

ftrength of the ftrength of fin, as it contributes to keep

the finner more under the law than ever. Thus you
fee how the law's being the ftrength of fin arifes from

unbelief, which rejects the ftrength offered in the gofpel

for deftroying fin. And fo much for the grounds of the

doctrine.

VI. The fixth thing propofed, was, To make Appli-

cation of this doctrine. And this we mail effay in the

following ufes, viz, 1. In an ufe of Caution. 2. Of
Information. 3. Of examination. 4. Of Exhortation.

ift, The fubject may be improved, we fay, for Caution

and Dehortation. Is the law the flrength of fin, in the

manner I have deferibed ?

1. Thtfrfi caution I offer is, O man, woman, think

!not the worfe or the lefs of the law, that it is the ftrength

of fin : nay, you have reafon to think the better of it,

and to have the higher thoughts of it, as it is the eter-

nal rule of righteoufnefs ; for, if it were not a holy law,

M 2 it
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it would not irritate and exafperate our unholy nature

at that rate, fo as to augment the commanding power

and ftrength of fin : if it were not a jufl law, it would

not condemn fin at that rate, fo as to give it a condem-

ning ftrength over the finner. That the law is the

ftrength ofJin, in the refpect I have named, is fo far from

being a reflection upon, or a detracting from the holi-

nefs and juftice of the law, that it ferves rather to illu-

ftrate the purity of the command of the law, as a rule

of holinefs ; and the equity of the penal fanction thereof,

as it is a covenant of works.

2. The fecond caution is, As you are not to think the

worfe of the law, fo you are not to think the better of

fin, that the ftrength of it is the law. As you are to

think the better of the law, that it makes the trouble-

fome fea of corruption to rage, and binds over the fin-

ner with ftrong bonds of heavy curfes for his fin, fuch

is the holinefs and ftrictnefs of it ; fo you may think

worfe of fin, that turns fuch a good thing as the law to

fuch an ill ufe, as to draw ftrength to itfelf out of it

;

like a venomous bead, a viper, that fucks poifon out of

the fweeteft flower.

3. The third caution I offer is, Think not to conquer

fin by the law, or by your perfonal obedience to it. That

law, which is the ftrength of Jin, can never be the de-

ftruclion of it ; it gives ftrength to it, but cannot take

ftrength from it. They labour in vain, who think, by
the ftrength of their own beft endeavours, to fubdue

fin ; for, do what they will, fin hath ftill dominion over

them, becaufe they are under the lazv, Rom. vi. 14.

and all their endeavours are influenced by the law as a

covenant of works ; which makes their eflays not only

ineffectual for breaking the ftrength of fin, but rather

effectual for augmenting the force and increafing the

ftrength thereof.

4. The fourth caution we fuggeft is this, Think not

that obedience to the law, as a rule of life, is needlefs

or hurtful, becaufe the law, as a covenant of works, is

the Jlrengih offin : beware of thinking that God's writ-

ing the lazv in the heart, and that gofpel-holinefs and

conformity to the law, as in the hand of a Mediator, is

either
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either dangerous or unneceiTary ; this were an Antino-

mian principle indeed : but know, of a truth, that with-

out holinefs no man Jhall fee God ; without holinefs, and
conformity to the law , as a rule, no man hath evidence

of j unification, or of freedom from the law as a cove-

nant ; without holinefs there is no glorifying of God,
nor edifying of man ; without holinefs no adorning of

the gofpel ; without holinefs no evidence of love to

God or Chrift, who hath faid, If ye love me, keep my
commandments.

life 2. The fecond ufe mall be by way of Information.

There is a number of neceiTary leiTons may be deduced
from this doctrine, "That thefirength offin is the law ;

fuch as,

1. Hence we may learn, that there can be no juflifi-

cation before God, by the deeds of the law ; for, if the

law be the ftrength of fin, then it can never take away
the guilt offin ; Rom. hi. 20. By the deeds of the law
there fhall no flefh living be juftifed in his fight ; for, by

the law is the knowledge offar. The force of this reafon

is very great ; for, if it be the office of the law, under

the influence of the Spirit of conviction, to give the

knowledge of conviction of fin, and fo to condemn the

finner, then furely it cannot juftify him. And that it

is the moral law the apoflle here fpeaks of, is plain

;

for, as it is that law by which men have the knowledge

offin, and of which the fame apoille faith, Rom. vii. 7.

/ had not known fin but by the law ; for, I had not known

lufly except the law had /aid, Thou jhalt not covet : which
is the moral law : fo it is plain, chap. iii. from ver. 9th

to 20th, fpeaks of that law by which every mouth may
be- flopt, and all the world, Gentiles as well as Jews,
may become guilty before God ; or, as it is in the margin,

subject to the judgment of God : fo that it is a vain

thing for any to alledge, that in thefe fcriptures the a-

poftle intends only the ceremonial law, and the deeds

thereof.

2. Hence we may learn, that as there is no life or

j unification by the law of works, it being the ftrength

I °f fin ) fo there is no new or milder law in the room
thereof,
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thereof, by which life and junification is to be obtained:

for no new law can mend the matter ; becaufe men re-

main under the flrength of fin, by virtue of the old law,

and in that condition cannot be juftified by any law ofGod,
being unable to perform any. Some cloud and darken
the gofpel, by making it a new or milder law, requir-

ing faith, and repentance, and new obedience, in(lead of
the perfecl obedience required in the covenant of works.

The gofpel, properly fpeaking, is no law, but a pro-

mife : and it might be eafily evinced, that faith, repen-

tance, and new obedience, are fo far from being eafier

or milder terms, that they are harder conditions to us,

in our lapfed (late, than perfecl: obedience was to Adam
in a ftate of innocence. And fo the apoflle argues a-

gainft any fuch new law ; Gal. iii. 21. If there had been

a law given, which could have given life, verily righte-

oufnefs fhould have been by the law ; or, as it may be
read, verily righteoufnefs fhould have been by a law. But
there is no fuch law given to fallen man, as could give

life to him ; therefore, there is no righteoufnefs, or

juftification, to be had by a law, but by a promife ; no
life by any new law, but by a new promife of mercy
and grace in Chrift Jefus : By the works of the law, no

fitfh living can be juftified* Eternal life is the gift of
God, through Chrift "Jefus our Lord.

3. Hence fee, that there is no junification before

God, partly by the law, and partly by the gofpel ; or

partly by our own righteoufnefs, and partly by the righ-

teoufnefs of Chrift : for, as this detracts from the glory,

fufficiency, and perfection of Chrifl's righteoufnefs ; fo

it renders our juftification lame and imperfect, and con-

fequcntly void and null : for if the law be the flrength

of fin, and gives it a commanding and condemning
power ; t-hen, till the law be fatisfied, with a perfonal,

perfect, and everlafting righteoufnefs, the flrength of

fin remains, and fo the man under it remains under
condemnation. Why, the obedience of two put toge-

ther, to make up a perfecl obedience, is vain : for, in

that cafe, the obedience both of the one and the other

is imperfect, and fo not conform to the law j therefore

cannot
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cannot be accepted for righteoufnefs : fo that they who
would be juftified before God, muft either bring to him

a perfect and perfonal righteoufnefs of their own, and
wholly renounce Chrift ; or elfe they muft bring the

perfecl, perfonal righteoufnefs of Chrift, and wholly re-

nounce their own. It is one of the moft foul-ruining

delufions among the generality of profeffors in our day>

that they are guilty of fpiritual Bigamy; they think they

muft have two hulbands, Chrift and the law both ; they

fuppofe that their own duties and righteoufnefs will not

do their bufmefs alone without Chrift's merit and righ-

teoufnefs, which they hope will make amends, and make
up what is wanting, and wherein they are deficient

;

and fo his and theirs together is the ground of their

hope : this is a popery, which makes Chrift's righte-

oufnefs only a footftool on which felf-righteoufnefs

mounts the throne
; yea, this is a Bigamy which Chrift

will not relifTi and put up with. If we be not married

to Chrift alone, as the end of the lawfor righteoufnefs, and
divorced from the law, as a covenant, the ftrength offin
remains.

4. Hence fee the excellency of the gofpel, and the great

advantage of a clear gofpel-difpenfation. Why, the law
is the firength offin, but the gofpel is the weapon that

pulls doivn the firength thereof : for, it is the power of
God to falvation from fin ; becaufe therein is revealed

the righteoufnefs ofGod,fromfaith to faith, Rom. i. 16, 17.

Therefore, fays the fame apoftle, 1 Cor. x. 4, 5. The
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, hut mighty through

God, to the pulling dozun the firong holds, calling down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itfelfa-

gainft the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity

every thought to the obedience of Chrifl. It is the gofpel

that is the revelation of divine grace
;
juftifying grace,

to pull down the condemning ftrength of fin ; falsify-

ing grace, to pull down the commanding ftrength of
fin. It is true, the gofpel is not powerful this way, un-
lefs the Spirit of God accompany it, as a Spirit of faith,

caufmg us to believe the gofpel favingly : but, when-
ever God faves a man from the ftrength of fin, as it is

by hearing the gofpel that faith comes ; fo it is by be-

lieving"
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lieving the gofpel that falvation from fin comes 5 Rom.
x. 15, 16. Markxvi. 15, 16. . Go, preach the gofpel to

every creature. What is that gofpel ? It is the good
news of grace and falvation to miners, through Chrifl,

the Lord our righteoufnefs. Well, what will be the ilfue ?

He that believes this gofpel Jhall be faved ; he that be-

lieves not fhall be damned. O Sirs, fee then the excel-

lency of the gofpel, which, as it is the inftrument of

God's power for working faith ; fo, being believed, is

the power of God to falvation from theflrength offin, and
fo from wrath and condemnation.

5. Hence fee, that Jin, under the gofpel, is ftrangely

aggravated. They that are not only under the law, as

all are by nature, but alfo under the want of gofpel-

light, no wonder that fin reign there ; they cannot but

live in fin, and in the perpetual violation of the law as

a rule, who hear of no diliverence from the law, as a

covenant : but for thefe who live under the gofpel,

which is the only antidote againfl the flrength of fin,

their fin is dreadfully aggravated ; their living in fin,

and remaining under the flrength of fin, is an evidence

of their unbelief, whereby they reject the gofpel, and

fo keep themfelves under the curfe of the law, of which

curfe the flrength of fin is a leading part. The breach

of the law, as a rule of obedience, is egregiouily ag-

gravated, where freedom from the law, as a covenant,

is proclaimed through Chrifl. The fum of the moral

law is love, the fum of difobedience is enmity ; but, alas

!

how is enmity againfl God heightened, when God ma-

nifests fuch love, grace, and good-will towards finners !

Enmity againfl God, under the gofpel, is enmity in-

deed : it is rendering him enmity for love. Oh ! how
Ho the offers of mercy heighten our malignity ! And,

what a dreadful and dangerous thing is it to live in fm,

under the difpenfation of grace ! An evil heart of un-

belief, neglecting the gofpel, and fo the great falvation

tendered therein, is the fpring of apoflacy, and depart-

ing from the living God. You will fay, Ah ! I have a

wicked heart, a wandering heart, a vain heart, a loofe

heart, a black heart ;
yea, but the word thing about it

is, that it is an unbelieving heart : for your unbelief

keeps
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keeps you under the curfe of the law, and the law-curfc

keeps you under fin's power.

6. Is the law of works the flrength of fin ? Then
fee the necejjity of union to Chrifl, as the end of the law

for righteoufnefs, in order to freedom from the flrength

offin. If Chrifl be the righteoufnefs of any, he is their

Jirength alfo ; and, becaufe he is their righteoufnefs,

he is their flrength, and both in a way of union to him

:

Surely fhall one fay, In the Lord have I righteoufnefs and

flrength, Ifa. xlv. 24. See alfo, 1 Cor. i. 30. Of him

are ye in Chrifl Jefus, who of God is made unto us righ-

teoufnefs and fanttification. It is the character of believ-

ers in Chrifl, that they walk not after the jlefh, but after

the Spirit, Rom. viii. 1, 4. Now, how comes this fano

tification of heart and way, and freedom from the

flrength of fin to take place ? Why, the root of it is,

the righteoufnefs of the law is fulfilled in them, by virtue

of their union with Chrifl. The weakefl faint in Chrifl

hath perfectly fatisfied every demand of the law; he hath

completely paid every penny of debt that he owed to

the law. Why, being united to Chrifl, they are like

man and wife ; as man and wife are one fiejh, fo Chrifl

and believers are one Spirit : and as man and wife are

one perfon in law ; fo, Chrifl having perfectly fulfilled

the law, the believer hath perfectly fulfilled it in him.

And fo the righteoufnefs of the law being fulfilled in

the believer, the commanding and condemning flrength

of fin, derived from the law, is broken ; and confe-

quently he is in cafe to walk fpiritually, and to evidence

his freedom from the law, as a covenant, and his being

a perfect fulfiller of it, by his walking not after theflefli,

but after the Spirit.

7. Hence fee, That junification is the root offanclifi-

cation, and juflifying faith the root of a holy life, and is

necefiary, in order of nature, before it ; feeing, as

jthere is no conformity to the law, as a rule of holinefs,

till once the perfon get freedom from the law, as a co-

venant, which, to the tranfgreffor, is the flrength of

fin ; fo, in j unification, the believer being no more re-

puted a breaker, or tranfgreffor, but a perfect fulfiller

Vol. V. N of
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of the law of works, it ceafes to be any more the ftrength

of fin unto him: whereupon the removal of the ftrength

of fin lays a foundation for a life of holinefs, both ha-

bitual and a&ual ; habitual, confiding in the immediate

principles of action, in contradiftincYion from the remote
principle infufed in regeneration ; and actual fanclification,

whether privatively, in the mortifying or killing of fin
;

or politively, in the quickening of the foul to a newnefs

of life ; and that both internal, in the exercife of grace;

and external, in the performance of duty. And hence,

as j unifying faith is faid to have a purifying virtue,

Acts xv. 9. ; fo the whole life of the believer is faid to

be by faith in the juftifying righteoufnefs of God, re-

vealed in the gofpel, Rom. i. 17. On which account,

the gofpel is faid to be the power of God to falvation, to

the Jew firft, and alfo to the Greek ; for therein is the

righteoufnefs of God revealed from faith to faith : as it is

written. The jufl floall live by faith ; that is, faith in this

righteoufnefs of God. No man, therefore, can live a

holy life, or walk abroad in the duties of the law, as a

rule, in a courfe of fanctification, till once his feet be

loofed from the fetters, and his foul liberated from the

prifon of the law, as a covenant, through juftification

by faith ; and then, and not till then, is he in cafe to

live a holy life by faith : yea, were he never fo juft and

righteous, in refpect of perfonal imparted righteoufnefs
;

yet he cannot live, but by the faith of this impuied righ-

teoufnefs of God : renewed a&s of faith thereupon tend

to quicken his foul from time to time. The juft, even

the juft, mall live by this faith ; tor, without it, all his

own juftnefs, righteoufnefs, and perfonal holinefs would

languish, and die, and give up the ghoft. What makes
the obedience of a multitude of profeflors vain and un-

acceptable
;
yea, and all their duties finful and hurtful?

Why, they begin to yield obedience to the precepts of

the law, by doing and working out a righteoufnefs of

their own, before they be delivered from the curfe of

the law, by believing and laying hold on the righteouf-

nefs of Chriil ; and hence, the flrength of (in being a

grand part of the curfe of the law, and they not being

delivered from that curfe, all they can do is curfed of
God,
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God, becaufe the flrength of fin remains. But, fay

you, may not this difcourage profelTors from obedience?

No : it only directs them to the right and acceptable

obedience, and not to dream that they mall ever yield

any acceptable obedience to the precept of the law, as

a rule, till they be delivered from the curfe of the law,

as a covenant ; and confequently, that their firft duty is

to come to Chrift, as the end of the lawfor righteoufncfs ;

and then, being delivered from the flrength offin, they

fhall be in cafe to perform duties of obedience accept-

ably.

8. Hence fee, That the fruit of ChrijTs merit, and the

fruit of his power go together : for, as a being under

the law, and under the flrength of fin, go together ; fo

freedom from the law, through the law-biding righte-

oufnefs of Chrift, and freedom from the flrength of fin,

go together : fo that the fruit of Chrifl's merit and
righteoufnefs, imputed for freeing a man from the law

of works, and the fruit of his power exerted in freeing

a man from the commanding, as well as the condemn-
ing power of fin, go hand in hand together. It is worth

our notice, my friends, that there is a fruit of the me-
rit of Chrifl's death and refurreclion, and that, fruit is

called redemption and jufiifieation ; and there is alfo a

fruit of the power of Chrifl's death and refurrecYion,

and that is called likenefs and conformity, Rom. vi. 5.

:

and thefe two go together. The fruit of the merit and
righteoufnefs of Chrift in his doing and dying, is never

reaped by any foul, without the fruit of the power
thereof alfo, which is the heart's being moulded to a

conformity to his death and refurrecYion, by dying to

fin, and arifing again to newnefs of life. Now, there

is a twofold ftruggle and oppofition in every heart by
nature againft both thefe two things : there is a flruggle

againft the merit and righteoufnefs of Chrift, and that

is by felf-righteoufnefs, which cannot endure to be fhut

out of doors : and there is a flruggle. againft the power
of Chrifl's death, and that is by lulls and corruptions,

which cannot endure to lofe their flrength, rule, and

dominion. But 3
whenever the merit of Chrift, and

N 2 his
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his righteoufnefs, is effectually applied, for (hutting felf-

righteoufnefs out of doors, there alfo the power of

Chrift is effectually exerted, for pulling fin and corrup-

tion down from its throne and dominion, and diverting

it of its ruling power and flrength. Hence, true faith

clofes with Chrift both for righteoufnefs and flrength.

As true obedience is called univerfal obedience, having a

refpecl to all God's commandments ; fo, true faith is an

univerfal faith, having a refpecl: to all the offices of Chrift,

and to all the capacities wherein he is held forth. It re-

ceives a whole Chrift, without exception either of his righ-

teoufnefs or flrength, merit or Spirit. Some have but

a partial faith, relifhing Chrift only for freedom from

the wrath, of God, and not alfo for freedom from the

power of fin : this is an evidence of a rotten heart ; for

true believers prize Chrift, not only as a Surety, for pay-

ing their debt, but alfo as a Root, for feeding them with

the fap of fpiritual life, as a root feeds the branches

;

and they reiifh Chrift, not only as one that appeafes

God's wrath, but one that purifies the foul from fin.

To this purpofe, read Exod. xxiv. 6, 8. And Mofes took

half of the blood, and put it in bafons, and halfof the blood

he fprinkled on the altar. And then took the blood, and

fprinkled it on the people, and faid, Behold, the blood of

the covenant, which the Lord hath made with you concern-

ing all thefe words. There you fee that the blood of the

covenant, part of it was fprinkled on the altar, and part

of it on the people ; the blood was, as it were, divided

two ways, fignifying that the blood of Chrift works part-

ly upward, for pacifying the wrath and fatisfying the

juftice of God, in paying the ranfom and price for loft

fouls ; and partly downward upon the people, for fanc-

tifying, fprinkling, cleanfing, and purifying them, that

their defiled fouls may be made clean.

9. Hence, if the law be the flrength of fin, we may
fee what it is that hinders thefuccefs of the gofpelfor pul-

ling down the flrength of fin. Why, the law (lands in

the way of every natural man, his not fubmitting to

Chrift offered in the gofpel. The fig-leaf covering of

felf-rightedufnefs hinders men from putting on the white

robe, .
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robe, the glorious garment of Chrift's righteoufnefsl

As the fpider hath a web, and the ihail hath a fhell, and
thefe are their ftrong holds ; fo every man hath his flrong

hold that he flees unto for fhelter, and fomething that

his heart fets up as a ladder, by which he hopes to be
faved, and climb up to heaven : and though the law be
a broken ladder, and Chrift alone the true Jacob's lad-

der, that reacheth from earth to heaven, and which the

gofpel points at
;
yet the man will not quit the broken

ladder, the law of works; and, the more they climb

that ladder, the further they go away from Chrift.

Hence the greatefl zealots for the lawr are the greatefl

enemies of Chrift : witnefs, Paul before his converfion;

he was one of the beft men for his righteoufnefs in

the law ; and yet one of the worft men we read of for

his oppofition to Chrift. Think it not ftrange, Sirs, to

fee fome very grave, fober, moral, and devout perfons,

and touching the law blamelefs and innocent outwardly,

and yet thefe very perfons, heart-enemies to Chrift, and
violent oppofers of the gofpel : why, even like Paul, the

beft legal-man may be the worft gofpel-man ; and hence
the Gentile is brought in before the Jews, Rom. ix. 26.

;

yea, the publicans and harlots before the felf-righteous

Pharifees, Mat. xxi. 31. But you would confider, that

it is not merely thefe that are by profeffion and outward
practice zealous for the law, that are the only oppofers

of the gofpel ; but there is an underhand dealing with
the law, that marrs alfo the fuccefs of the gofpel, and
that by two forts of perfons, which are not fufpe&ed to

be in fuch friendfhip with the law of works, namely,

1. Profeft breakers of the law. 1. Profeft believers of
the gofpel.

(1.) There are profeft breakers of the law ; I mean,
profane, wicked, and ungodly perfons, who declare

their fin as Sodom, and are in a manner profefTors of
profanity, drunkennefs, whoredom, fwearing, Sabbath-
breaking, and debauchery ; being gracelefs, prayerlefs,

godlefs perfons, with a witnefs, that have no regard to

the law as a rule of life, yet we will find they have an
underhand dealing with the law, and a natural regard

to it, as a condition of life, or covenant of works, and
there-
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thereupon reject the gofpel. Now, their regard to the

law, as a covenant, appears, partly, when they are in-

wardly challenged by confcience ; and partly, when they

are outwardly challenged by men for their fin : when
inwardly challenged by confcience, if at any time it be
awakened, why then, they flee to the law for relief,

faying with themfelves, Oh ! I hope, I will be a better

man before I die ; I will take up myfelf, and turn a

new leaf: and fo they build upon the law of works,

hoping they will do fomething that they may obtain life

by, and faying in effect, Have patience with ?ne, and I will

pay thee all ; and thus they reject Chrift, the Surety of
the better tejlament. Or, if fuch meet with no inward

checks, and have no challenges inwardly for their fin

;

yet their zeal for the law will fometimes appear, when
outwardly challenged by men ; why, the profane fwearer

either takes the reproof with a jeft, and laughs it over;

or, if he find the reprover in fad earned with him, then

he will fall a juftifying himfclf upon a law-bottom;

Why, fays he, what take you me to be ? do you think

that I am an atheift or an infidel ? Nay, whatever be my
faults, I was never fuch an ill man as you take me to

be ; and, therefore, I hope in God that he will have

mercy on me. What is this but the profane breaker of

the law, underhand, building his hope of mercy upon
the law, as a covenant, to the greateft difhonour of the

lay/, and contempt of Chrift, the end of the law for

righteoufnefs, and hereupon living in the open neglect of

the great falvation offered in the gofpel ?

(2.) There are profeft believers of the gofpel
r

, that yet

have underhand dealing with the law for righteoufnefs,

to the neglect of the gofpel, which yet they profefs to

believe, infomuch, that Chrift is but a ftumbling-block

to them: fuch were the Jews, Rom. ix. 31, 32. But

Jfrael, which followed after the law of righteoufnefs, hath

not attained to the law of righteoufnefs : Wherefore f be-

caufe they fought it not by faith, but^ as it were, by the

works of the law ; for theyflumbled at that ftumblingfione.

Thefe words, as it were, are of great fignificancy, mew-
ing, that they did not profefs to feek righteoufnefs by
the law, or by their own works, but by Chrift, the pro-

mifed
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mifed MefTias, to whom they were direded by their fa-

crifices that typified him, and by the Old-teftament pro-

phecies and promifes that pointed him out : but while

they profeft Chrift the Meilias, and faith in him for

righteoufnefs ;
yet they clofeiy and underhand, purfued

their own righteoufnefs, feeking life and falvation, not
profeffedly and directly, but, as it were, by the works
of the law, and fecretly retted in the law and the works
thereof, and fo mifcarried ; and this was their ftumblino-

ftone, under a bright profeffion that they made to the

contrary. Thus many profefs the doctrine of j unifica-

tion by faith, and not by the works of the law
; yet

fecretly and underhand clofeiy purfue and go about to

eftablifh their own righteoufnefs, if not directly, yet,

as it were, by the works of the law ; laying more ftrefs,

for example, upon what they call their fincere heart,

fincere obedience, fincere endeavours, than ever they
did upon the perfect obedience of Chrift for j unification.

But whether a bottle be ftopt with gold or dung, yet

being full, whatever water you pour upon it, it will all

run afide : even fo, the water of life, freely difpenfed

in the gofpel, runs afide like water fpilt upon the ground,
becaufe men's hearts are ftopt with the law, their own
legal righteoufnefs, which they efteem as gold ; but Paul
compares it to dung : Chrift can get no admittance, be-
caufe the foul is full already. But then,

1 o. If the ftrength of fin be the law, hence we may
fee, That the law can never pacify the duly awakened
confcience ; and that fo far is any man from being able

to ftand before God, in the beft of his own righteoufnefs,

that he cannot fo much as ftand before his own confci-

ence in the beft righteoufnefs of his own. Some go to

the law for fatisfaction to their confcience ; they rock
and lull their confciences afieep in the cradle of fome
outward duty ; they go to church, and attend fome or-

dinances ; they fay fome formal prayers ; and others go
greater lengths, merely to gratify confcience : but if

confcience were duly awakened and convinced, it would
not be pacified with any thing lefs than that which pa-
cifies infinite juftice ; nor would it be fatisiied with any
thing lefs than that which fully fatisfies the law : fo long

as
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as the law finds any fault with or defedt in our righte-

oufnefs, fo long docs it curfe us, Gal. iii. 10. ; and fo

long as the curfe remains, the ftrength of fin remains

:

and confequently the law cannot give relief to the a-

wakened confcience by any the belt righteoufnefs of our

own, whether of inward graces, or outward duties ; for

the awakened confcience will witnefs againft us, judge

and condemn us, in the bed of thefe.

(i.) Suppofe you have inward graces and good quali-

fications, the bed of thefe will not give confcience peace

when God awakens it : I mall fuppofe you have faith ;

well, but have you not unbelief alfo, and more unbelief

than faith ? And may not confcience condemn you for

that, as Chrift did his difciples, How is it that ye have

no faith', while you carry in many cafes as if you had

none at all ? Suppofe you have repentance ; yet have you
not impenitency alfo ? May not confcience condemn you
many times for a hard impenitent heart ; fo hardened

from God's fear, that neither the word nor rod of God
does make impreffion on you

;
yea, neither mercies nor

judgments do you lay to heart as you ought ? Suppofe

you have humility ; yet is there not pride alfo in your

heart ? and may not your confcience accufe you of much
felf-elevation, and felf-confidence ? Suppofe you have

love to God ;
yet, have you not much enmity alfo ? and

may not your confcience condemn you, that you love

not God with all your heart, with all yourfoul, mind, and

ftrength ; and that your heart goes more out after the

creature than the Creator, at lead fome times, and in

many inflances ? Suppofe you hzvcfincerity ; yet, may
not confcience witnefs againft you, that your fincerity is

mixed with hypocrifyf Suppofe you have zeal; yet,

will not confcience witnefs that you have too much
lukewarmnefs f Suppofe you have a fixed heart upon

God, and thrift, and heavenly things at fome times %

yet, will not confcience accufe you of innumerable %van-

derings of heart? Why, then it feems your beft righte-

oufnefs even of inward graces will not pacify confcience.

Nor,

(2). Suppofe you have outward duties to add to your

inward graces) fuppofe you pray in your clofct, in your

familv,
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family, and in public, which is well done j and fuppofe

you hear the word carefully, and joyfully, and perform

all other duties : yet, will not conscience witnefs that

Jin mixes iffelf with your heft duties? And when you
pray, yet you are not always praying in the Holy Ghoft;
when you worfhip, yet you are not ftilj worshipping God
in the Spirit ; when you hear, you are not always hear-

ing in faith ; when you receive the word and facraments,

you are not ay receiving Chrift therein ; and when you
communicate, you are not ay communicating worthily :

may not confeience condemn you for thefe things, and
put you to cry after all, Lord, be merciful to me afirmerI

Well then, when you cannot (land before your own
confeiences, in your bed righteoufnefs, either of inter-

nal qualifications or external performances ; how can
you think to ftand before God, who is greater than con-

feience, and knows all things, and fees more fin and
wickednefs in you than ever you faw ? He fees the er-

rors you cannot fee, Pfalm xix., 12. Who can under/land

his errors f and the heart's wickednefs you cannot dif-

cern, Jer. xvii. 9, 10. The heart is deceitful above all

things, and defperately wicked, who can know it f I the

Lord fearch the heart, and try the reins, to give every

man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his

doings. Now, O man, woman, if you cannot (land be-

fore the bar of your own heart and confeience, but you
muff be condemned, though it knows not the thoufandth

part of you heart-wickednefs that God knows ; how will

you Hand before the bar of God, whofe under/landing

is infinite, and who is of glorious holinefs and dreadful

juflice ? Oh ! his fiery law will burn up all your filthy

rags, if you have not another covering, when death,

judgment, and eternity Hare you in the face ! Is it not

your duty and intereil then, to feek after a better robe,

even that of ChrilVs everlafting, law-biding righteouf-

nefs ? that alone can pacify confeience, becaufe it gives

the law all its demands, and quenches the fire of it with
his blood. O feek then to be under this covert of the

blood of the Lamb of God, that purple-covering of the

new-covenant chariot, that is paved with love for the

daughters of Jerufaknu
Vol. V. O 11. Hence
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ii. Hence fee, why it is that fin hath a reigning

power over the ungodly, and a prevailing power over the

godly ; even becaufe the former are wholly under the

law, and the latter partly under it. On the one hand,

fin reigns over unbelievers, becaufe they are under the

law : men being in bondage to the law, are in bondage
to their luft. Whence is it that all manner of fin and
profanenefs rages in our day, and fo much practical op-

polition to the law, as a rule of holinefs ? Even becaufe,

people being under the law, as a covenant of works,

the gofpel is flighted and difparaged
;
grace, in effect,

is cried down, and the law is cried up in oppofition to

it : therefore God leaves men to all lawlefs impiety, as

a righteous punimment of their contemning of grace,

by which alone the law can be honoured, both as a

covenant and a rule, Ifa. xlii. 21. Mat. v. 17. Rom. iii.

31.—On the other hand, why does fin prevail fo much
over believers f why are they fo unholy and untender

in their walk ? Even becaufe they are partly under the

law. It is true, they are not under the lazv, but under

grace : in point of right, the law of works hath no au-

thority over them ; but yet, in point of poffejfion, it

maintains a great fway, while unbelief remains ; and
hence, though fin hath no rightful legal dominion over

them, yet it continues to have a great actual prevalence,

while they do not make ufe of that grace they are under,

Rom. vi. 14. When they let the grace of God out of
their mind, then they are difcouraged, and fin gets ad-

vantage : they are apt to truft partly to their own works,

and endeavours, and frames ; and therefore, like the

woman with the bloody ilfue, they lofe both their time

and pains, and fpend all on phyficians that do them no
good, till they come back to Chrift and grace again.

Sometimes even believers, inftead of ufing grace aright,

are ready to mifufe it, and make it a cover for floth,

under pretence that Chrift muft do all. They are thus

in danger of practical Antinomianifm, and turning the

grace of God into wantonnefs : they pray not, watch not,

and therefore they have nothing, becaufe their hands
refufe to labour ; and they do not ftudy, in all appoint-

ed means, to keep themfelves under the droppings of

grace,
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grace, which would make their duties their pleafure

;

but, being under much legal bondage, it makes their

duties their burden, and a wearifome talk; which being

thereupon fhiftcd and flighted, fin gets advantage. But,

Oh ! if believers did but believe their privileges, and

rightly ufe the grace they are under, it were impoflible

for them to be long under the feet of their enemies. It

they by faith were reckoning themfelves to be what they

are, according to Rom. vi. u. Likewife reckon ye your-

Jelves to be dead indeed untofin, but alive unto God through

Jefus Chrift our Lord; what a happy and holy life would

the believer have, if by faith he were reckoning himfelf

to be in Chrift ? For he mould not conceive of God
out of Chrift, nor of himfelf out of Chrift, nor of Chrift

and himfelf as two, but as one myftical perfon, by vir-

tue of the myftical fpiritual union betwixt Chrift and

him. If he were reckoning that he is a member of

Chrift, and can do all things through him ; and rec-

koning that Chrift is in him, and he is in Chrift ; rec-

koning that he is dead in Chrift unto fin, and alive in

Chrift unto God ; how would his fpirit be raifed, ele-

vated, and nobilitated to the life of religion, looking to

himfelf, not in himfelf, but in Chrift, by virtue of mar-

riage to him ?

If the believer were faying, by faith, O ! I am com-

plete in Chrift ; I am perfectly righteous in Chrift, and

accepted as righteous in the fight of God, only through

the righteoufnefs of Chrift ; I was once bound to the

fiery law, the terrible law, and thoufands in hell are

paying that debt of fatisfacYion to it, and cannot pay it

to eternity ; but I have paid every farthing, and the law

can alk no more
;

yea, in" Chrift, I have magnified the

law, and made it honourable: Here is one of the greateft

myfteries in the world, behold a man who fees himfelf

fo finful, that he thinks none in all the world fo black,

and ugly, and finful as he, can, in this refpecl, reckon

himfelf as righteous as Abraham or Paul ;
yea, perfectly

righteous ; and fee himfelf in that gofpel-glafs, that fays,

Thou art all fair, my love, there is no fpot in thee. Why,
the believer being clothed with the fun of righteoufnefs,

O 2 he
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he is righteous in the fight of God : to be righteous in

man's fight is nothing to this, hypocrites may arrive at

that ; but to be righteous in God's fight, is to be fo

righteous, that infinite holinefs, infinite juftice can find

no blot, no fpot, no hole, in the grament of righteouf-

nefs with which the man is clothed. O believers in

Chrifl, you that are perfect through his comelinefs, you
do not view funiciendy your privileges, otherwife it

would elevate you above corruption, and fill you with
holy triumph over all your lufts and idols, and make
you think fhame to fin ; if you were reckoning what
you are in Chrift, you would reckon it below you to

tread in the dirty fleps of the world : but when unbelief

darkens your gofpel-privileges, and grace is out of view,

you faint in duty, and are difcouraged and diiheart-

ened in your work, fo as fin recovers its fpirit and
flrength.

12. Hence we may fee, that whatever oppofition and
refflence to fin, hypocrites and unbelievers may make,
yet ftill they are under thefrength offin, becaufe un-
der the law ; and whatever prevalence fin may have
over believers, yet they are freed from the Jlrength of

fin, becaufe they are not under the law. This twofold

inference lays a foundation for refolving two difficult

cafes.

First Case is, Seeing hypocrites may resist^, -what

refinance of fin is confflent with the dominion thereof f

Hypocrites and reprobates do not always fin peaceably

but with fome reluctancy ; they forbear many fins, and
get victory over them : how then may this be cleared ?

and how does it appear that they may make refiftance

againff. fin, and yet the flrength of it never broken ?

I anfwer, for clearing this, in thefe two affertions.

(i.) The firfl affertion is, That there is indeed a re-

filling offin, which is confflent with the power and domi-

nion of it ; as I would clear in a few words. A perfon

may folemnly refolve and fwear againft fin, and yet be
under the power of it ; as it was with Ifrael, Pfal. lxxviii.

37. and Jofh. xxiv. 18. People may confefs their fins,

and repent of them with tears ; as Efau, and Judas, and

Saul, Keb. xii. 17. Math, xxvii. 3, 4, 5. 1 Sam. xxiv.

16, 17.
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16, 17. and yet be under the power of it. People may
feparate fome time for fpecial fading and humiliation,

on the account of fm, and yet be under the power of it;

as Ahab, 1 Kings xxi. 29. People may be zealous op-

pofers and reformers of fin in others, and yet be under

the reigning power of it; like Jehu, 2 Kings x. 1,—31.

People may refill fin unto differing and blood ; as Alex-

ander, mentioned, Acls xix. 33. and 1 Tim. i. 19.

People may refift all motions, inclinations, and tempta-

tions to fin, fo far as never to break forth into any grofs

outbreaking thereof, and be in all things blamelefs be-

fore the world ; as Paul was before his converdon,

Phil. iii. 9. And yet all this while they may be under

the power and dominion of fin : "Why ? becaufe their

reddance of fin proceeds from wrong principles ; fuch

as fear of God's judgments, as Ahab, when Elijah

threatened him ; fear of man, like Herod ; affectation

of human applaufe, like the Pharifees ; and becaufe

their reddance is but partial, chiefly bended againd

grofs out-breakings, while heart-luffs are welcomed and
entertained; the out-fide of the cup being clean, while

within it is full of corruption, Matth. xxiii. 24.—Thus,

I fay, there is a refilling of fin that is confijleni with the

power of it.

2. Thefecond ajfertion is, That the power offin is never

broken in a hypocrite ; why, becaufe the nature of an

hypocrite, the reigning fm, which is the fin of nature,

and which gives life and breath to all his other fins, is

never difcovered, never groaned under ; though fome
actual fins get a flroak, yet this remains in power : and

hence, the oppofition that a hypocrite or gracelefs man
finds in himfelf fometimes to (in, is not the oppofition

of the Spirit to the frefh, but rather the oppofition of

one fin to another : As if two noblemen drive together

in a kingdom, the king's power is never a whit wea-

kened thereby, he rules absolutely notwithdanding ; fo

two fins may cad out with one another, and yet the

reigning fin, which is the fin of nature, remain in pow-
er : hence a man's pride and prodigality will differ with

his avarice and covetoufnefs ; a man's felf-love may dii-

cord with his ileth, and put him upon feveral duties.

Though
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Though one fin contend with and cad out another fin,

it will not fay that fin is exau&orate : the fin that pre-

vails, will yet do homage to the reigning fin ; but while

the reigning fin remains untouched, fin hath dominion

and power. The taking of a few vilages does not much
weaken the ftrength of a king ; but when his royal city

is taken, and himfelf confined, then his power is gone:

even fo here, the forbearing, refilling, and down-bring-

ing of fome fins, does much abate the power of fin

;

but if once the reigning fin of the nature be taken, then

the power of (in is gone. Now, Chrift gives the body

of death in every faint a deadly wound ; he docs not

only bruife Satan's heel, but his head : when a man
comes to fee his wicked nature, his oppofition to God
and Chrift, and all his ways in every thing, and mourns

for this as the greateft evil, and comes to the Lord Je-

fus, and employs him for power againft it, and re-

nounces its dominion ; though he cannot rid himfelf al-

together thereof, yet then is the power of it broken and

gone. But here notice further, The permiffion to do

fome duties', and to leave off fome fns, does not evince

that the power of fin is broken, becaufe this may be

done with fin's authority and confent
;

yea, and with

Satan's leave : for if the devil fee that Chrift is like to

get a profane foul from him, and that the man is like

to break off from him, he compones, he fuffers him to

leave many fins, and to do many good duties : as a man
that hath no will to quit his lands, he pays a compofi-

tion for it ; fo fin makes a compofition with many, where-

as it reigns over fome very absolutely, yet it reigns over

others fo as to permit them to pay fome acknowledge-

ment to Cod, and yet fin ftill reigns. Many a man's

confcience is awakened for fin; they confefs and mourn
for it, they feek pardon, and yet keep their fins ftill,

and hold them faft : many will tipple and drink, and

live in covetoufnefs, and iloth, and unbelief ; O but

their defires are good ; they pray privately and in their

families, and confefs thefe fins, and are forry for them!

What is this ? Alas ! this is nothing but the compofition

made betwixt Satan and you : you ftill hold of fin, and

it reigns ftill ; even as your lauds hold of fuch a perfon

of
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of quality, it may be of the king, or of a nobleman

:

well, fome lands are under greater fervitude to the king,

or other fuperiors, than others
; yet all hold of them :

fo, perhaps, your flavery to fin is not fo great as that of
others, but yet you hold of fin ; fin is your fuperior,

and it hath, the power. So, fome minifters in the late

times, after the king's *fupremacy was eftablifhed, when
the king found and apprehended many to be diffatisfied

with his abfolute government, he offered and they ac-

cepted of an indulgence from him, giving them leave

to preach in fuch and fuch places and circumflances

;

this acceptance, many maintained, was fuch a (in, as

that thereby they did hold their miniftry of the king,

and homologate or approve of his fupremacy in matters

facred as well as civil ; or that the king was frill fupreme
over all caufes, at well as perfons : fo it is here ; fin

perceiving that many begin to entertain a great diffatif-

faclion with fuch an abfolute form of government, or

ruling in fuch a manner, refolve to alter their method
and way of living, and to offer indulgences : perhaps,

Satan ruled before in a way of drunkennefs, fwearing,

whoredom, and profanity ; but now he will rule by
pride, formality, covetoufnefs, and fetting up of mens
own righteoufnefs : here is an indulgence offered and
accepted ; it is no change of government in the fubften-

tials of it, it is no change of the power of fin, only fome
are indulged to do more than others. Sin and Satan
indulge fome to do many things, while fin is flill king,

only it rules ' in a different manner.- Thus, I fay,

that the power of fin is never broken in hypocrites, as

it is in the believer who is under grace.

The Second Case was, In what refpecls are believers

freedfrom the strength ofJin, while yet they are fenfibls

of the prevalency thereof? For fin remains in them,
and acls, and works, and ftrives in them, and they are

led captive thereby, Rom. vii. 23. Therefore, though
they be not under the law, but under grace, it would

* Viz. Charles II. The Supremacy was eftablifhed by the
Parliament, 1661. And the Indulgence granted by the Privy
Council, 1660.

feem.
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feem that they are not freed from the power, dominion,

and flrength of (in ; for the ftrength of fin is what they

daily feel and complain of: how then, and in what re-

fpe£ts, are they freed from it ?

Answ. There are thefe following refpe&s, wherein

the believer is freed from the flrength of fin.

(i.) In fo far as they are under grace, it is fure they

are not under Jin's power. Indeed, if believers would
take hold of the fhield of faith, they would find little

of the power of fin ; but they many times cafl this fhield

away by difcouragements, and run in to the law through

unbelief, and fo they fink : hence, calling themfelves

out, as faints may do for a flart, from under the influ-

ence of grace, they may, like Peter, begin to fink, be-

eaufe they began to fear and doubt ; fo that it is true

thus far, namely, fo far as they are under grace, and
through grace keep themfelves under the influence of

grace, they are not under the power and dominion of

fin.

(2.) Believers are freed from the power of fin, in fo

far as they are intitled to the promife, which fays, Their

Jinjhall befubdued, and that fin /hall not have dominion.

It is to be noticed, that it is not faid in the context, fin

hath no dominion or power over them, but it is faid, It

Jhall not have dominion : now, in regard the time is

coming, when all fin fhall be taken away, in all thefe

that are under grace ; its power and dominion is to be

cut off, though for a while it rages. There is a coun-

fel and determination againil Babylon ; God hath de-

creed and ordered, that fin's dominion fhall expire,

Horn. xvi. 20. The God of peace will bruife Satan under

your feet foortly ; and he will turn judgment unto viclory ;

but how long the believer may fight and groan

under the prevalence of it, cannot eafily be deter-

mined.

(3.) Believers that are under grace, are freed from

the poVver of fin, in regard it hath no righteous and law-

ful power and dominion over them ; the firil hufband is

dead, and they are married to Chrift, the fecond Huf-

band, Rom. vii. 4. ; and therefore they are not debtors

U the flsjh to live after it, Rom. viii. 12. Though the

flelh
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flefh may compel and crave them to obey, yet it has no
juft power fo to do. Sin's juft authority is exau&orate

;

and Chrift, by fatisfying the law, which is the ilrength

of fin, hath condemnedJin , Rom. viii. 3. So that it be-

ing now condemned and exau&orate, though it keep
poffeflion, yet there is a fentence and decreet of ejection

obtained againfl fin. The believer hath law upon his

fide, whereas fin hath no law, no right concerning him.

Sin hath a fort of right to reign in wicked men, and
thefe that are under the law ; for it hath a right of con-

queft over them, and they are fervants, becauie, by
their actual obedience, they have homologate the right

of conqueft that (in had : but in believers, who are un-

der grace, and delivered from fin by the Lord Jefus

Chrift, who fatisfied the law, which is the ftrength of
fin, and now renouncing the fervice of fin, and taking

on with Chrift as their Lord, who redeemed them by
his blood from fin, and overcame and condemned fin,

fin hath no pretext of title any more. It is true, it ac-

tually exercifes authority
;

yet that is but an ufurped

authority ; fin rules by no lawful title. You will fay,

If fin rule, what is the matter whether it hath a title or

not ? I anfwer, Yea, it is a great matter ; for the juft

Lord of heaven and earth, upon the believer's complain-

ing of unjuft oppreflion, will right him, and deliver him
from fuch an oppreflion and opprefTor in due time: and
he hath encouragement, in oppofing fin, that he ihall

prevail, feeing his caufe is juft, and that he hath juft

matter of pleading with the righteous God, that fin

lhall not have power over him. The believer may go
to God, as Bethfheba did to David, when Adonijah
did ufurp the kingdom, faying, My Lord, O King, did

thou not fit/ear, faying, jijfuredly Solomon Jhail reign f and
yet. behold, Adonijah reigneth. So may the believer go
to God, and fay, Lord, haft thou not faid that fin ihall

not reign, but that grace fhall reign? And yet, behold,

fin and corruption ufurp the power : and, to be fure,

he will take order with this matter.

(4.) Believers, that are under grace, are freed from
the power of fin, in regard fin hath no power to cendevm

Vol.. V. P or
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or damn fuch as are under grace ; its authority is fo far

broken in them, that though they fin, and though fin

may force them to fome acts of obedience to it, yet it

cannot condemn them to hell, as it may do thefe that

are ftrangers to Chrift, and not under grace, in whom
fin is faid to reign unto death, Rom. v. 21. and chap,

vi. 23. Now, whatever way it may reign and rule, yet

it reigns not unto death in them that are under grace,

and in Chrift ; for, there is no condemnation to them that

are in Chrift ; and againft fuch there is no law, Gal. v.

23. As when the Romans conquered the Jews, though

they left fome authority, yet they took from them the

power of life and death, as they acknowledge, John
xviii. 32. 7/ is not lawfulfor us to put any man to death :

fo, when Chrift hath conquered fin, though he did in

his wifdom not altogether deftroy the power of fin, yet

he took away the power of life and death from it, fo as

fin cannot now condemn any believer ; and this is a

comfortable privilege.

(5.) Believers under grace are freed from fin, in re-

gard they have renounced the dominion thereof, and their

allegiance thereto ; hence that word, 2 Cor. iv. 2. We
have renounced the hidden things of dijhonefly. Why, by
clofing and engaging with Chrift to be his, and coming

to him for protection from, and power againft fin, they

have declared that they renounce fin, and all allegiance

thereto. Chrift hath engaged all his fervants in heart

and practice againft fin directly and indirectly ; there is

war declared againft fin in all the faints. You know, it

was a great impairing of Rehoboam's power, 1 Kings

xii. 16. when the ten tribes revolted, and faid to him,

What portion have we in the fon cf Jeffe f See to thine

own houfe, David; to your tents, lfrael ; and fo fliook

off his authority : whatever therefore fin does in believ-

ers, whatever obedience it extorts from them, or entices

them to yield to it, yet there is war irreconcilable de-

nounced againft fin. This is a great matter, when a

people make off the authority of a prince, and declare

themfelves free from his authority; however he be feek-

ing to reduce them to obedience again, yet he hath, for

the prefent, no dominion over them : fo it is here
;

though
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though fin may endeavour to bring the believer into

fubjeclion, yet it hath not abfolute fvvay over him.

(6.) In regard fin hath not that power over fuch as

are under grace, as it had formerly before they were

under it ; for, notwithstanding that fin prevails, yet it

prevails not as it did before, when the flrong man kept

all his goods in peace^ 2 Pet. iv. 4. They run not to the

fame excefs of riot : there is fome more in them that op-

pofes fin ; and fin does not rule fo abfolutely and peace-

ably in them as it does in thefe that are under the law.

Formerly the flrong man kept all in peace, while the

man committed fin with greedinefs ; but now there are

always proteftations and uprifings againfl it : fin hath not

abfolute, peaceable, and voluntary dominion.

(7.) Believers under grace are freed from fin, in re-

gard fin, in its principal defign, is broken ; its chief

ftrength is taken away : as when two great parties are

competing and driving with one another, there is a fort

or principal city of the kingdom ; and whofoever of

them can make themfelves mailer of that, they are fair

to carry the whole kingdom ; therefore both flrive to

gain it, and he that firft gains it has much weakened
his enemy's power : fo it is here, the great defign of

fin and Satan is to keep the foul from clofmg with Chrift •

he hides their need of Chrift from them fo long as he

can ; and when they come to fee their need of Chrift,

he feeks to comfort and falve them by the law, or by
their legal endeavours : when this mifcarries with him,

then, by a multitude of objections, he fears them from

Chrift ; all his forces and might are bent upon this, as

his chief and only deiign, to keep the foul and Chrift

from joining together ; for then he knows he hath loft

them for ever. Now, when the Lord Jefus, in a day

of power, hath fo far overcome Satan, that he hath bro-

ken his chief defign, and, maugre all the oppofition of

the devil and corruption, hath made the foul to come
to him and believe on him, and fo hath put the foul in-

to a ftate of reconciliation, life, and grace, then he

hath very much delivered them from the power of fin,

efpecially the mother-fin of unbelief, John xvi. 9.

(8.) In regard that (in hath got a deadly woundbj the

P 2 power
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power of converting grace, of which it never heals again

till it totally die. There is fuch a plot laid in the day

of believing and converfion, as fin will certainly be

blown up with ; having got a death's wound, it will die

ere long. Indeed, it may be like a man in a malignant

fever, that hath ftrength of humours, and in whom the

ftrength of nature is overcome ; he feems to be very

ftrong, fo as three men perhaps cannot get him kept in

the bed : yea, all this is but only the raging of his hu-

mour, and nature's laft attempt ; for within a few hours

the man dies. So, after (in hath got a death's wound,

it may rage for a little, but dies at laft : like an ox felled

on the forehead with an ax : how does he leap and

ftamp, and put forth power with violence for a while ?

but at laft falls down and dies. Thus the firft draught

of the water of life that the foul by faith drinks, proves

poifon to fin ; and, the more of this water that the foul

drinks, the more is the power of fin abated ; there is a

trap laid for fin. You have a word, Obad. verfes 7.

'They have laid a wound under thee ; there is a train laid

for fin, that cannot fail to be its death. Why, what

for a train ? why, the believer, by faith, fets all at work
againft fin ; not only prayers and tears, and all means
and duties, under the conduct of new-covenant grace ;

but the fpecial train is the word and promife of Chrift ;

the grace and fulnefs of Chrift ; the blood, righteouf-

nefs, and merit of Chrift ; the power, grace, and Spirit

of Chrift ; are all employed to knock down fin, and all

clapt upon fin's head j fo that its power muft ceafe, and

it cannot but die.

MB

SER.
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SERMON LXXVII, LXXVIII. •

1 Cor. xv. 56.

The flrength offin is the law.

[The fifth and fixth Sermons on this text.]

MY friends, we need to feek falvation from fin,

elfewhere than in and by the law, and the works
thereof; for the law of God cannot fave or juftify the

lead tranfgreffor of it, otherwife it muft condemn itfelf,

which is impoffible : Curfed is every one, fays the law,

that continues not in all things written in the book of the

law to do them ; and we are obliged to fay Amen to that

curfe, as every way juft and righteous : Curfed is he that

confirms not all the words of this law, to do them ; and all

the people fhall fay, Amen, Deut. xxvii. 26. It is the

very nature of the law to condemn the leaft tranfgreffor

of it, whatever after-works of obedience he may per-

form ; for, Whoever Jhall keep the whole law, and yet

offend in one point, he is guilty of all, James ii. 1 o. There-
fore, the higheft act of obedience, even of the faints in

heaven, cannot expiate the leaft breach of God's law,

neither can any duty performed take away the fault of

a fin committed. Sin therefore retains its ftrength to

enflave, and ftrength to deftroy the finner, by virtue of
the broken law that he is under, fo long as he hath not

wherewith to repair the honour of the law : the honour
of the precept of the law muft be repaired by a perfect

obedience, and the honour of the threatening by a com-
plete fatisfaclion, otherwife the ftrength of fin remains;

but, whenever a man is clothed with the obedience and

* Where the two following difcourfes were deliverd is uncer-

tain,

fatis-
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fatisfaction of Chrift, then being reputed no tranfgreflbr,

but a perfect keeper and fulfiller of the law, it is no
more the ftrength of fin in him ; for, according to our
doctrine from this text, the law of works is theflrength

offin, only to the finner, by whom it is broken, not to

the believer, by whom it is fulfilled in his glorious

Head. * * *

Having already, elfewhere, difcuffed the doctrinal

part, finifhed the firft ufe of caution, and deduced
twelve inferences for information ; there are flill many
more leffons may be learned from this doctrine, befides

what I have already deduced ; fuch as,

i. Hence we may fee the dangerous and damnable in-

fluence of legal doclrine, that tends to keep finners under

the law ; for thus they are under the power of fin. The
legal drain, under covert of zeal for the law, hath a

native tendency to marr true holinefs, and all acceptable

obedience to the law, infomuch, that the greateft lega-

lift is the greateft Antinomian, or enemy to the law

:

the gofpel is flighted and difparaged by many, as it left

men to a lawlefs liberty, and the law is cried up in op-

pofition to it ; and therefore God leaves men to all law-

lefs impieties, as a righteous punifhment of their con-

temning of grace, by which alone the ftrength of fin can

be broken, Rom. vi. 14. Why does the devil, in all

generations, oppofe himfelf fo much to the gofpel, and
to the doclrine of grace, and raifes up all the calumnies

in the world againfi it ? Even becaufe it is the doclrine

of grace that deflroys his kingdom ; for the devil knows,
that while men are under the law, they are under his

power, and under the power of fin ; therefore he hath

no great ill-will at legal doclrine : but if one preach up
grace, and nothing but free grace, then he will raife a

hue after him, as an enemy to the law and holinefs *.

Why, what ails the devil at the gofpel ? Even becaufe

nothing fpoils his market among fouls fo much, as the

gofpel, when it comes with power ; for it is the gofpel,

and net the law, that is the immediate mftrument of

* Tie ground of fuch an accufation may be feen accounted

for, Vol. I. p. 238. Vol. II. p. 304, 305, 395. Vol. Ill, p, 46.

con-
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converfion, Gal. iii. 2. and of true holinefs, Tit. ii. 11,

12. And what is it that makes the gofpel the power of

God to falvation, and the powerful inftrument of con-

verting finners to God ? Even becaufe therein is reveal-

ed the righteoufnefs of God, from faith to faith, Rom. i.

15, 17. ; and therein the righteoufnefs of God, without the

law, is manifejled, Rom. iii. 21. What was the reafon,

that, in the beginning of our glorious Reformation fuch

great multitudes were quickened to fpiritual life, and
made fruitful in the ways of God ? Why, God raifed

up fome inftruments to publifh and illuftrate the do&rine

of grace, and their preaching wrought wonders, the

power of God attending the publication of it ; they

harped mod upon this firing, to clear the do&rine of
j unification by grace, without the works of the law,

and in oppofition to the damnable doctrine of the church

of Rome, which fets up men's works as the matter of
their juftification : but as all the Reformers harped
fweetly upon the firing of grace, fo this article, fays

Luther, reigns in my heart, " That we are juflified

" freely by grace, through the redemption that is in
" Chrift." But now-a-days, we are become fo far a-

fhamed of the gofpel of Chrift, that as all imaginable me-
thods have been taken to difparage the preaching of it;

fo fome, that have but a faint inclination to preach it,

are difcouraged frpm meddling too much with this

theme ; and others betake themfelves to a legal ftrain
;

or, if they preach grace, it is in fuch a hampered way,
and with fo many cautions and circumlocutions, as if

there were a great danger in preaching free grace, but
no danger in preaching the law. Is there need of cau-

tion in preaching of Christ, and no caution to be ufed

in preaching Mofes ? I am not againft fuitable caution

on all hands ; but it is to be feared, there will be little

revival of a Reformation, till the doclrine of grace vent

more freely under the conduct of the Spirit, giving fuch
an appropriating faith and perfuafion of the free favour,

love, and grace of God in Chrift, as took place in our
Reformers days. Whence is it that all manner of fin

and profanenefs rages in our day ? Why, gofpel-light is

either
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either darkened or flighted, and men remain under the

law, which is the ftrength of fin.

2. See hence the dreadful corruption and depravation

of our nature, and the deplorable condition of finners in

their natural ftate, in that the law, which forbids fin,

ihould be in men the ftrength of fin, and mould
irritate corruption, and ftir up to more fin. The law,

inftead of healing that difeafe, does increafe it ; as

it is faid, Hof. vii. i. When I would have healed Ifrael,

then the iniquity of Ephraim was difcovered, and the

ivickednefs of Samaria, See alfo Rom. viii. 9, 10, 11.

It fares with men under the dominion of the law, as

with wolves and dogs, that grow more fierce by their

being tied up and confined : and as with a brook, which
if not interrupted, runs calmer ; but if it be dammed
up, then Spumens etfervens, et ab obice favior ibit ; " It

" fwells beyond its bounds, and rages and runs down
" afterwards the more violently.'* When the fun of

the law mines upon mens dung-hill hearts, they bring

forth the more noifom fmell ; hence, tell the unregene-

rate man of his fins, he is the more inclined thereto

;

tell him of his duties, he is the more averfe therefrom :

why, whence does this proceed ? It even comes to pafs

by thefe two means. 1. God is provoked by fin, to

workthefe ftrange effefts upon men, as an angry Judge;
he makes the law, which fliould be their fouls meat and
drink, to be poifon to them. 2. Becaufe the Jaw is

contrary to fin, therefore fin is contrary to it ; they vio-

lently oppofe each other. If there were no fin, the law

would be pleafant to them, they would wTear it as jewels

about their neck, and write it upon the tables of their

heart ; but now, oh ! how oppofite is the carnal heart

to all fpiritual work ! Some fpeak of their good hearts,

and good nature ; but, can any good thing come out of

Nazareth? any good thing out of a finful nature? Na-
turally we delight in good, juil as fifn delight to be out

of the water ; take a rim out of its watery element, and

fo long as it lives it is not quiet, it does nothing but leaps

and tumbles up and down ; fo, fet carnal men upon fpi-

ritual work, they are out of their element, they cannot

live, cannot reft there, Hof. vi. 5. Praying and preach-
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ing does, as it were, hew and flay, vex and torment

them ; they are never eafy till they be in their own ele-

ment again. That horfe muft be a froward bead, that,

the more he is fpurred forward, the more he runs back-

ward ; and a ftubborn child, that, the more his father

injoins him to do a thing, the more he fets himfelf a-

gainfl it : this is the flate of every one by nature ; men
huff and muff at reproof, and cannot endure contradic-

tion. And as our nature is a corrupt and contradicting

nature, in oppofition to the law ; fo it is a heterogeneous

and felf-contradiclory nature : men are, while under the

curfe of the law, both under the power of fin, and un-

der the power of felf-righteoufnefs ; having a curfed op-

pofition to the law as a rule of holinefs, and yet a woe-
ful inclination to be juflified by the law as a covenant of

works, Rom. x. 3. ; and, as the expreffion is, Gal. vi.

1 1 . they defire to be under the law, to be faved by it

;

and yet they cannot endure to be under it, to be ruled

by it. They take occafwn to fin from the law, Rom. vii.

8. ; as fome evidently do, when they fcorn their teach-

ers, and turn their preaching into fcofflng : and yet they

take occafion to boaft from the law, Rom. ii. 27. as if

they were too wife to be instructed, and too good and
righteous to defpair of life by the law. Thus the law

they are under is their ruin, and they know it not.

While the commandment never came with power to

their effectual conviction, fin and felf remain in their

power ; and yet of this they are ignorant, that the

ftrength offin is the law. They perceive not the ftrength

of fm that they are under, nor the flrength of natural

corruption, nor the dreadful curfe they are under, be-

caufe they know not the law they are under, nor per-

ceive it in its fpirituality and feverity, in its mandatory
and minatory power, which gives fin both its command-
ing and condemning ftrength.

3. Hence we may fee the duty of all unbelievers under
the power of fin, namely, to come to Cbrijl, and to come
under his grace, who is the end of the lawfor righteouf

nefs to every one that believeth, as they would not remain

under the yoke of the law, and fo under the ftrength of

fin. Oh ! what a fearful thin^ is it to be under the law

!

Vol. V. O For
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For as many as are of the works of the law, are under the

curfe. Your works can never fatisfy the law ; to attempt

this, were to build a caftle in the air ? and, as a fnow-

ball, the more it is rolled, the bigger it grows ; fo, the

more you go on to get a righteoufnefs in yourfelf to

fulfil the law, the further off you are from it, and the

more involved under the curfe, as being a debtor to do

the whole law, Gal. v. 3. And, Oh ! how dreadful will

your flate be in a dying hour, and on the brink of eter-

nity, if you have no righteoufnefs that can pleafe the

holinefs, or pacify the juflice of God ! you will have no-

thing to expect, but to bear the weight of your own
fins for ever, while God will open the treafures of his

fury, and fhut the bowels of his mercy for ever upon
you ; and when you have fuffered millions of years in

hell, yet not one mite of a million of your law-debt will

be paid ! O then, defpair, absolutely defpair of getting

any good by the law, whether by your own doing or

fullering ; and fee the neceffity of flying to Chrift, and

his doing and fufiering, knowing that there is no other

way of getting both the law and the Law-giver fatisfied.

O happy thefe, who are perfuaded, through grace, to

take this way, namely, of coming to Chrifl alone, for

deliverance from the* law, and fo from the flrength of

fin!

4. Hence we may fee what is the duty of believers in

Chrift, who are delivered from the law. Surely they

ought to give evidence that they are delivered from the

flrength of fin, by afpiring after the flrength of grace :

for, as it is faid of believers, Pvoin vi. 14. Sin floall not

have dominion over you ; for you are not under the law,

but under grace ; which fays, that by their being deliver-

ed from the law, they are delivered from the reigning

flrength of fin ; fo it is the duty of believers to give evi-

dence that they are not under the law, nor confequently

under the flrength of fin, by aiming at the flrength of

grace, or the highefl and noblefl degrees thereof, in

oppofition to thtftre?igth offin.
If you afk, When is it that the flrength of grace does

appear in a believer f

I fhall offer fome inflances of the flrength of grace :

I fpeak
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I fpeak not now of grace in the fountain, as it is in God,
but of grace in the flreams, as it ought to fhine in the

believer.

(1.) The firfl inftance of the ftrength of grace is,

when the believer can be high and yet low ; high in his

attainments, and yet low in his thoughts and apprehen-

fions of himfelf. Thus Paul was high in gifts, high in

graces, high in comforts, high in fervices, high in fuc-

cefs, high in manifeftations, high in many excellent re-

fpe&s, and yet low and humble in fpirit : for, if we take

his own verdift of himfelf, he looks on himfelf as the

leaft of all faints, the chief of all (inners, not worthy to

be called an apoftle, as I might inftance in feveral of his

epiftles
;
yea, he calls himfelf nothing, 2 Cor. xii. 1 1

.

And, O how becoming is it for believers to be low and
humble amidft thefe high and eminent graces and attain-

ments ! For he that was the higheft became the lowed
;

Learn of me, fays Chrift,jfor I am meek and lowly in heart

:

and yet fo high, that, in the preceding verfe, he had
fhewed how all things were delivered to him by his Fa-

ther, Mat. xi. 27, 28, 29. Oh ! may not dud and afhes

blufh and be afhamed to be proud, when God humbled
himfelf! Oh ! for a vile worm to fwell, when Majesty
humbled itfelf

!

(2.) Thtfecond inftance of the ftrength of grace, is,

when the believer is low, and yet high ; lying low in the

duft before God continually, and yet high and heavenly-

minded, according to Col. hi. 1,2.; when the lower he
finks in felf-abafement, the higher he mounts up as on
eagles wings in fpiritual-mindednefs and holy loftinefs of

heart, looking down with a generous difdain upon
worldly things, that carnal minds are fo much taken up
with.

(3.) The third inftance of the ftrength of grace, is

when a believer is full, and yet empty ; full of worldly

enjoyments, and yet empty of love to the world ; en-

joying all manner of temporal good things, and yet able

to fay, as Pfal. lxxiii. 25. Whom have I in heaven but

thee f and there is none on earth that I defire befide thee :

And with Paul, / am crucified to the world, and the world

to me* It is an inftance of great grace, when a man can

Q^2 fwira
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fwim in the flreams of creature-enjoyments, and yet fo

as not to forfake the fountain of living waters.

(4.) The fourth inftance of the ftrength of grace, is,

when the believer is empty, and yet full ; empty of all

outward worldly enjoyment, and yet full, as having all,

by having Chrift. This is exemplified in Habbukkuk,
chap. iii. 17, 18. 'Though thefig-tree Jhould not bloffom, nor

fruit befound in the vine, &c. yet will I rejoice in the Lord,

and be joyful in the God of myfalvation. Thus, when a

man having nothing, yet pofTeffes all things, by feeing

all in Chrift, even amidft outward wants, lofles, croffes,

and afflictions, then the flrength of grace appears.

(5.) The fifth inftance of the flrength of grace, is,

when the believer is at eafe, and yet afflicted ; at eafe in

refpect of outward and inward profperity, and yet afflict-

ed for the afflictions of God's church and people, laying

the church's calamities duly to heart. You have a no-

table example of this in David, 2 Sam. vii. 1. There
you fee that he fat in his houfe, and the Lord had given

him reft round aboutfrom all his enemies, and thus he was
at eafe, but he fays to Nathan, Behold, now I dwell in a

houfe of cedar, but the ark of God dwells within curtains,

verfe 2. Though he was at refl and eafe, fo that his

own perfonal intereft profpered
;
yet he was afflicted,

becaufe it fared not fo well with the houfe and intereft

of God. It is choice grace, to be deeply afflicted with

the affliction of the church, even when no perfonal afflic-

tion takes place.

(6.) The fiixth inftance of the ftrength of grace, is,

when a believer is afflicted, and yet at eafe ; I mean,
when he is compart about with perfonal affliction, and
yet eafy and quiet, in a holy, humble fubmiflion to the

will of God, and chearfully acquiefces therein : / was
dumb, and opened not my mouth, becaufe thou didfl it,

fays the Pfalmift. Thus Aaron held his peace, even
when God's difpenfations toward his children were ter-

rible.

(7.) Thefeventh inftance of the ftrength of grace, is,

when the believer prefles after the greatefl meafure of

perfonal holinefs and imparted righteoufnefs, and yet

lives wholly and depends intirely upon an imputed righ-

teoufnefs :
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teoufnefs : See a notable example of this, in Paul, Phil,

iii. 12, 13, 14. where he is preinng after the greateft de-

gree of holinefs ; and yet, ver. 7, 8, 9. he lives and de-

pends only and wholly upon the imputed righteoufnefs

of Chrift for juftification and acceptance with God.

(8.) The eighth inftance of the ftrength of grace, is,

when a believer can apprehend love in God's heart, even
when he fees nothing but frowns in his face ; and when, •

with Abraham, againjl hope he believes in hope ; and
fays, with Job, "Though heflay me, yet will I trufl in him.

To love a fmitting God, and truft in a flaying God, or

notwithftanding all his flaying difpenfations, argues

great grace ; and even when walking in darknefs, and
having no light, then to trufl in the name of the Lord; and
when he is calling him a dog, then to draw arguments for

his faith out of fuch a word, and to plead kindnefs on
him amidft all the frowns of his face, and blows of his

hand : this is conquering grace.

(9.) The ninth inftance of the ftrength of grace, is,

when believers fee a beauty in the fervice of religion,

as well as in the fweets of it ; a beauty in fpi ritual em-
ployments, as well as fpiritual enjoyments ; when it is

their meat and drink to do their Lord's will, and work
his work, as well as enjoy his prefence ; and when it is

their very life to ferve the Lord. O but they are come
a great length, that can fay, To us to live is Chrift t

(10.) The tenth inftance of the ftrength of grace, is,

when a man can rejoice in the gifts, graces, and ufeful-

nefs of others, even when they outfoine his own, and
eclipfe him ; and when a man can rejoice to fee the

work of God carried on by others, though himfelf be
laid afide, and fhare not in the honour of it. Such emi-
nent grace was in Mofes, when he faid, Enviejl thou

for my fake ? would to God all the Lord's people were
prophets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit upon

them, Numb. xi. 29. And fuch eminent grace was
in Paul, when he rejoiced that Chrift was preached,

though with a defign to cloud and eclipfe him, Phil. i.

18. Some have noticed two things as carrying noble

grace in them : the one is, to be willing to be ufed in

God's work, without being taken notice of, or having

the
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the honour of it ; and the other is, for a man to rejoice

to fee the work of God carried on by others, though he
himfelf be laid afide.

(n.) The eleventh inftance of the ftrength of grace,

is, when a man can fet the glory of Chrift above his own
iniereft, his own happinefs, his own life and concerns.

Mofes and Paul were alfo eminent in this ; Mofes con-

tent to be blotted out of God's book, and Paul content to

be accurfedfor IfraePsfake : what was this, but, as fome
obferve with refpect. to Mofes, a preferring the glory of

God before their own falvation, whofe glory they look-

ed upon as conjoined with Ifracl's prefervation, in re-

fpect of the promifes made to the fathers, and in refpect:

of the blafphemy which the Egyptians and adverfaries

were ready to belch out againft God, mould he utterly

deftroy them. And again, we find Paul not only will-

ing to be bound, but even to die at Jerufalem for the

name of the Lord Jefus ; Chrift's honour being dearer to

him than his life. O Sirs, it is rare grace for a man to

be content that his name be eclipfed, and his honour
laid in the duft, if the name and honour of Chrift may
be advanced thereby ; and content to be a footflool on
which Chrift may afcend his throne.

(12.) The twelfth inftance of the ftrength of grace,

is, when a man can account no outward adverfity too

hard to fuifer for the name of Chrift on earth, and no
outward profperity too dear to part with for the enjoy-

ment of Chrift in heaven : when, on the one hand, he

accounts no outward adverfity too hard to fuffer for the

name of Chrift on earth, and can glory in the crofs of

Chrift ; it is faid of the difciples, Ads v. 41. They re-

joiced that they were counted worthy tofuffer jhamefor the

name of Chrift ; or, as the words may be read, that they

were honoured to be dishonoured for Chrift. And
when, on the other hand, they account no outward

profperity too fweet, or too dear, to part with for the

enjoyment of Chrift in heaven. If a man be in affliction,

adverfity, diftrefs, (icknefs, pain, and then be willing to

be gone, there is not much here, this may be where
there is no grace at all ; but when a man enjoys abun-

dance of worldly comforts and contentments, and yet

longs
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longs for heaven and perfect holinefs and happinefs

;

when, though he may fay, It is good to be here, yet he

is faying, O it is better to be there, to be with Chrift is

beftofall; and therefore is breathing with the fpoufe,

Song viii. 1 4. Make hafte, my Beloved, and be thou like

to a roe, or to a young hart upon the mountains of/pices :

make hafte to bring me to the place where I fhall befor
ever with the Lord, zndjhall be like him; for IJhallfee
him as he is : no paradife here being like the paradife

above. This were an inftance of the ftrength of grace

;

and, O but a new difcovery of the glory of Chrift would
make a man long to be above, and look with contempt

upon all fublunary enjoyments ! For, as a man that

looks any time on the natural fun, when after that he
looks down, the earth is but a lump of darknefs to him

;

fo, if we look to the glory of Chrift, the Sun of righte-

oufnefs, and the glory of heaven, how will it darken all

worldly glory, and make us long to be above. Now,
I fay, it is the duty of believers, that are delivered from
under the law, and confequently from the ftrength of
fin, to difcover, in oppofition thereto, the ftrength of
grace, in thefe or the like inftances that I have named.

" To feek life by the law, or juftification by the
" deeds of it, fays one, is to feek life in death, juftifi-

" cation in condemnation, and heaven in hell." There
are two things neceflary to falvation, namely, jujlifica-

tion and fanclification ; but the law can give none of
them. Pardon fin it cannot ; for, it is the office of the

law to condemn fmners, and to curfe the tranigreffors of
it : renew unto holinefs it cannot ; for, though it be
holy, yet it cannot make any holy, in regard, that whom
it leaves under the curfe, it leaves under the power of
fin, which is the leading part of the curfe ; on which
account it is declared in our text, that thejlrength offin
is the law. If the law could make a (inner either happy
or holy, it could neither be juft nor holy itfelf ; but fo

juft and holy is the law, that it punifhes the leaft tranf-

greffion with the greateft judgment: now, the ftrength

of fin being the greateft judgment, and the greateft

curfe ; to inflict this judgment on a (inner, and yet to

make him holy, is a contradiction ; therefore, though

it
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it require holinefs, yet it cannot work holinefs in a (in-

ner : and hence, it does not detract from, but rather

declare and illuftrate both the juftice and holinefs of the

law, to fay, that the ftrength offin is the law. And,
from this fubject,

We may further infer the zuoful nature and infinite

evil offin^ as it (lands in oppofition to the infinite holi-

nefs of God manifefted in his holy law : for, in this doc-

trine, we may fee (in to be both a breach of the com-
mand, and a branch of the curfe of God's law ; for, as

I (hewed in the doctrinal part, the law threatened death

to the tranfgreffor, and fpiritual death, which is the

power and ftrength of fin, is the greateft death therein

threatened. The meaning of this, in (hort, is, that the

grand part of the threatening of the law was to this effect,

In the day thou finnefi thou fhalt die ; which, when un-

derflood of fpiritual death, the meaning is, If thou fin,

and break my law, then thou fhalt be left to the power
of fin ; I will pUnifh thy fin with fin : there is no evil fo

great as fin, and there is no punilhment fo great as fin

;

if therefore, fays the law, the commiflion of fin be thy

choice, the ftrength of fin ihall be thy doom : here is

the greatefl curfe of God's law againft fin ; fin is a de-

parting from God. Now, fays God in the law, If you
depart from me, then I will let you depart from me
to fin, where the flrength of fin fhall be your greatefl

punifhment in time ; and at lafl I will bid you depart

from me to hell, where the perfection of fin fhall be your

greatefl punifhment to eternity. The ftrength of fin

then is to be coniidered, not only as it is a breach of the

law, but as it is a branch of the curfe thereof. This

fentence of the law is paft, and it is fo far execute, as

that a man is under the power and ftrength of fin, which,

in this refpeel, is a penal evil, as well as a moral. The

firftfin that ever was committed by our firil parents, was

a. moral evil; that is, a violation of the moral law, a

breach of the command : but all the following fin, both

in them and their finful pofterity, is not only a moral evil;

that is, a breach of the command ; but alfo, a penal evil

;

that is, a branch of the curfe, or a juft judgment inflicted,

according to the fentence of the holy law, againft the (in-

ner
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ner for his breach thereof. As fin is a moral evil, though

it take occafion from the law, yet the holy law can have

no caufality, no hand in it ; for, on the contrary, as it

commands holinefs, fo it difcharges fin, and threatens it

with the fire and fword of God's everlafling vengeance :

but as fin is a penal evil, or a righteous punifhment of fin,

the law is properly the ftrength of it ; for, to fay in this

fenfe, that the ftrength of fin is the law, is to fay, that

the ftrength of fin is a juft judgment of God inflicted up-

on the fmner, according tothe threatening of his juft

and holy law. Ye ought, then, ftill to diftinguifh here

betwixt fin, as it is a moral evil, and as it is a penal

evil ; for, not to diftinguifh well here, were to make
this text unintelligible to you : why ? Becaufe to fay that

the law is theftrength ofJin, or the caufe of it, as it is a

moral evil, were to blafpheme the holy law of God ; but

to fay, that the law is the Jlrength ofJin, as it is a penal

evil, and an execution of the fentence of the law, is to

commend the law, in its holinefs and juftice both. Let
this therefore be kept ftill in mind, that the law is pro-

perly the ftrength of fin, not as fin is a breach of its

command, but as it is a branch of its curfe ; and let this

fill your heart with a deep fenfe of the woful nature and
prodigious evil of fin, in that it is both a breach of God's
command, and a branch of God's curfe. As it is a

breach of the command, it is our giving up ourfelves to

work wickednefs ; as it is a branch of the curfe, it is

God's giving us up to ourfelves, and to the rule and
ftrength of fin. Behold fin here as the moft fearful in-

vention that ever was : for, as fin is the greateft evil

that hell could invent, fo God's punifliing fin with fin,

is the greateft evil that heaven could invent. Sin, as it

is a moral evil, and a breach of the law-command, is

the moft ugly brat of hell, a brat of our own, begotten

in us by the devil ; and in this refpect it is an affronting

of the holinefs of God, appearing in the precept of the

law : and fin, as it is a penal evil, or the ftrength of fin,

as it is the punifhment of fin, and a branch of the law-

curfe, is the moft dreadful fruit and offspring of Hea-
ven's vengeance againft fin ; and in this refpect it is a

Voi. V. R fJafh
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flam of the fire of God's infinite juftice, arifing out of

the threatening of the broken law. See here, then,

the infinite evil of fin, in that the ftrength of fin is the

-law.

6. Hence we may infer the ft'anding force and binding

-power and authority of the law over all that are under it,

as a covenant of works : though it be broken, yet it is

binding ; though it be violated by us, yet it is obliga-

tory upon us by nature, which is evident from its con-

tinuing to be the ftrength of .fin to all unbelievers, who,
if they were not both under the power of the command,
and of the curfe of the law, would not be under the

commanding and condemning power of fin : the power
of the law-command they are under, is the ftrength of

fin occafionally ; and the power of the law-curfe is the

ftrength of fin effectively.

(i*) The power of the command they are under, is

the ftrength of fin occafionally ; Rom. vii. 8. Sin, taking

occafion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of

concupifcence. Here the command is the occafion that

fin takes, not that it gives occafion ; nay, the law, in

its own nature, is fo far from being the caufe of fin,

that it does not fo much as give occafion of finning : but

man's corrupt nature does take occafion from it to break

forth into more fin, when it is ftirred up, and irritate

by the command and prohibition of the law ; even as

the fparks arife out of a furnace when it is ftirred up,

fo do the fparkles of fin arife out of the furnace of cor-

rupt nature, when ftirred up by the knowledge of the

law that condemns it ; and, inftead of being amended
thereby, doth bring forth fin and finful defires more a-

bundantly. The law being the ftrength of fin this way,

fhews how much the power and force of the law takes

place even over unbelievers, though in a way that is

very terrible ; and how much they are under obligation

to the command, which yet they are lb unwilling to yield

fubje&ion unto
;
yea, and are direct enemies to, Rom.

viii. 7. Surely all things work together for evil to them
that hate God, fince the law itfelf, which mould ferve

to call men to God, makes them the more to flee from

him, and run headlong unto fin and death, through the

unto-
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untowardnefs of our nature, that is altogether eflrang-

ed from God. This, by the way, takes the whole fault

of our fins from the law, and lays it where it ought to

be, even upon our perverfe crooked natures : for the

law is no more to be blamed by becoming the occafion

of fo many great evils, than a phyfician is to be blamed,
if, upon his forbidding cold drink unto a fick man, the

patient fhould more frequently and vehemently third

after it. There are three forts of people that fhould lay

this matter to heart : All the children ofdifobedience, that

are in a natural itate, mould hereby be ftirred up to

feek after a new birth, and a new nature, fince this is

the wretched condition of corrupt nature : All the child-

ren of grace, whofe natures are changed, mould here-

upon be humbled, both in regard that they were once
under the power of this poifoned corruption, and have
flill the remains of it flicking in them, and prompting
them to offend: and again, all the hearers of the word
in general, ought hereupon to hear with fear, and to

pray that they be not made the worfe by the word,
through the fault of their own wicked nature ; and par-

ticularly, that the gofpel itfelf be not the favour of death

to them, and the flrength offin ; which gofpel is the

only thing in the world that prefcribes an antidote a-

gainfl the flrength of fin. It is fad enough, when men
draw flrength to fin from the law ; but, what a dread-

ful thing it is, to draw flrength to fin from the gofpel i

This is the fin of fins, that turns the grace of God into

wantonnefs, and when Chrifl himfelf is a ftumbling-block,

and a rock of offence. But,

(2.) The power of the curfe of the law, that finners

are under, is the flrength of fin effectively ; Rom. iv. 15.

The law worketh wrath ; for where no law is, there is no

tranfgreffion : as if the apoflle fhould fay, Mens corrupt

nature cannot obferve God's law ; therefore, where
there is a law, there is and mud be tranfgreflion ; where
there is tranfgreffion, there is and mufl be wrath : for,

the law mufl curfe the breaker of it ; and of this curfe,

as I faid, the flrength of fin is a principal part.—Both
thefe particulars then do prove the flanding force and

R 2 authority
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authority of the broken law over all that are under it,

and out of Chrifl ; though they have loft ability to o-

bey, yet it retains its authority to command ; and though
the law is weak to juftify, yet it is powerful to condemn.
Its weaknefs to juftify, is not the fault of the law ; it is

in us, Rom. viii. 3. // is weak through the flejh, our
corrupt nature : it cannot juftify us, becaufe we cannot

fulfil the righteoufnefs of it, and it cannot give life,

Gal. iii. 21. As the fun cannot give light to him that

hath no eye ; fo the law cannot give life to him that

hath no perfect righteoufnefs : but its power to condemn
is from its own nature, as it is a juft law, curfing every

tranfgrefibr, Gal. iii. 10.; and from the juftice of the

Law-giver, which appears in the fanction of the law, e-

ven as his holinefs in the precept thereof. Every fmner
out of Chriii, then, remains under the commanding
and condemning power of the law, as a covenant of

works, as is evident from his being under the com-
manding and condemning power of fin ; the ftrength of

fin to command him, being occafwnally from the com-
manding power of the law that he is under ; and the

ftrength of fin to condemn, being properly from the con-

demning power of the law that he is under : yea, the

condemning power of the law influences the command-
ing as well as the condemning power of fin over him,

while the fmner is by the fentence of the law righteouily

condemned to that flavery and bondage under fin, for

his breach of the law ; in which fenfe effectively, yet in

a moil holy and juft manner, the law is the ftrength of

fin. This (landing force and binding authority of the

law, as a covenant, both in its commanding and con-

demning power over unbelievers, is what makes them
ftand in abfolute need of Chrift, both in his active and
paflive obedience, as revealed in the gofpel. The law*

command they are under, when it is feen to be impreft-

able, makes them need to flee to Chrift's obedience

;

the law-curfe that they are under, when it is feen to be

intolerable, makes them need to flee to Chrift's fatis-

faction : and hence it is faid, Gal. iii. 24. The law is our

fchoolmafler to bring us to Chrift ; which it could not be,

if fmner s under the gofpel were not under the com-
manding
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manding and condemning power of it : for, hew does

it bring us to Chrift, but as it urges us to obedience,

which is now impoffible, and condemns us fcr our dif-

obedience ? Not that the law brings any to Chrift di-

rectly ; for it neither reveals Chrift., nor can give

ftrength to believe in him : but only accidentally, in

that it accufes and condemns us, and fo brings us to

Chrift, as a difeafe brings one to a phyfician.

7. Hence we may fee the danger of being ignorant of

God's righteoufnefs, to the eftablifhing of a righieoufnefs of

our own ; feeing thus we keep ourfelves under the law,

and fo under the power of fin : the danger of this is de-

clared, Rom. x. 3. They being ignorant of God's righte-

oufnefs, and fo going about to ejlabltfh their own righteouf

nefs, or to make their own rotten footlefs righteoufnefs

to Hand, have not fubmitted them[elves to the righteoifnefs

of God : and thus they keep themfelves under the law,

which is the ftrength of fin. Whatever view we take

of God's righteoufnefs here, ignorance of it hath this

fad effect. There are three ways in which God's righ-

teoufnefs is taken in fcripture ; either, 1. The righte-

oufnefs that is in him, his effential holinefs and righte-

oufnefs : Or, 2. The righteoufnefs that he requires of

us by the law: Or, 3. The righteoufnefs that he pro-

vides for us in the gofpel. Now, ignorance of God's
righteoufnefs, in any of thefe refpecls, is a dangerous

root of a legal fpirit, and of eftablifhing our own righ-

teoufnefs, and fo of remaining under the law, that is the

ftrength of fin.

(1.) If we confider it as the righteoufnefs that is in

God, his effential righteoifnefs and infinite holinefs of

nature, as he is of purer eyes than that he can behold ini-

quity , and who will in no wife dear the guilty ; furely

they that know this righteoufnefs of God, will never

truft to a righteoufnefs of their own. How can a fmner

ftand before this holy God, or be juftified in his fight?

Sinners may be juftified in the fight of men by their

works, but cannot be juftified in the fight of God ; nay,

ignorance of God's righteoufnefs fofters the opinion of

lelf-righteouihefs and juftification by works, which opi-

nion is even the root of licentioufnefs of life. And
whence



i$S The Strength of Bin 9 Ser.LXXVII.

-whence is it that felf-jufticiaries, that hold juftification

by their own works, are ordinarily moft licentious in

their life and converfation ? Why, the reafon is, becaufe

the very fame motions of God that make them fancy he

is not fo ill-pleafed with their works, but that he can

juflify them by their works, do alfo make them fancy,

that he is not fo ill-pleafed with their fins as that he will

be too fevere againft them ; and fo here is a root of li-

centioufnefs on which fin grows, the ftrength whereof

is the law.

(2.) If we confider God's righteoufnefs, as the righ-

teoufnefs God requires of us in the law ; ignorance of

this makes them adventure on a righteoufnefs of their

own, and go about to eftablifh it, and fo remain under \

the law as the ftrength of fin. Men are ready to dream,

that the law refpe&s only fome outward duties, which,

when they comply with, they dream alfo that they are

acquit by the law, and fo they give loofe reigns to all

other difobedience : but they do not know or confider,

that the law requires perfection ; -and that internal, in

heart and nature ; external, in life and converfation

;

and eternal, in refped of perpetuity and duration
;

yea,

fmlefs obedience ; infomuch that it cannot juflify any

that is, or ever was a miner. If this were confidered,

then their hopes by the law would give up the ghoft.

(3.) If we confider God's righteoufnefs, as the righ-

teoufnefs which God hath provided for us. in the go/pel

;

that is, Chrift the end of the lawfor righteoufnefs to every

one that believeth, Rom. x. 3,4. which is the principal

meaning of the word here ; it is the want of the know-

ledge of this righteoufnefs, that makes men go about to

eftablifh a righteoufnefs of their own, and truft to it

;

and fo, remaining under the law, are under the power

and ftrength of fin, becaufe they remain under the curfe

of the law fo long as they want this law-magnifying righ-

teoufnefs, this law-fulfilling righteoufnefs : for the law

cannot but curfe every breaker of it ; and fo, the ftrength

of fin being a part of the curfe, they remain under the

ftrength of fin fo long as they remain under the curfe of

the law, through the want of this righteoufnefs, which

would make them to be accounted perfect keepers of the

law,
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law, and fo would really free them from the ftrength of

fin. See then, what a dangerous thing it is to be

ignorant of God's righteoufnefs.

8. Hence fee, what need there was that our help

mould be laid upon fuch a mighty One as our Lord Jefus

is, he being the end of the law for righteoufnefs , who a-

lone can deliver us from the ilrength of fin. There is

no power can conquer fin, but that power that can fa-

tisfy the law, both in its command and demand. It is

utterly impoffible for any man to deliver himfelf from
the ftrength of fin ; nay, we can no more do it, than

we can make off the curfe of the law that we are under:

the ftrength of fin hath the ftrength of the curfe on its

fide ; the ftrength of the curfe of the law hath the ftrength

of infinite juftice on its fide : and fo, the power that can

only remove or break the ftrength of fin, is that infinite

power that can fully fatisfy infinite juftice ; this, there-

fore, is the work of him who is the wiflom of God, and
the power of God. We need not only a helper, but a
ftrong One ; therefore God hath laid help upon One that

is mighty, Pfal. lxxxix. 19. We need not only a Savi-

our, but a great One, and fo Chrift is called, Ifa. xix.

29. Hejhallfend them a Saviour, and a great One, and
he ft)all deliver them. He muft be a great Saviour, that

is the author of fo great a falvation ; none elfe but the

eternal Son of God, who is efTentially one with the Fa-

ther and the Holy Ghoft. Woe to the Arian biafphe-

my, that would rob us of the only ground of our hope

;

yea, rob the Son of God of his iupreme Deity. This
is our mighty Samfon, that carries away the gates of
Gaza, the gat£s of hell, that they might not prevail a-

gainft us ; and he only was able to carry away the ftrength

of fin, by giving full fatisfaclion to the law and Law-
giver, and fo to ftop the progrefs of God's infinite wrath
againft finners with his everlafting righteoufnefs ; which
law-magnifying righteoufnefs being once imputed and
applied, the legal and condemning ftrength of fin is bro-

ken, and thereupon the aclual and commanding flrength

of it gradually broken, according to the mcafure of

faith's daily improvement of this righteoufnefs of Chrift,

till it be wholly deftroved in the very in-beim? thereof

at
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at death. For, as he is able, fo he will fave to the utter-

moji all that come to God by him,

9. Hence fee, what obligations believers are under to

Chrifl, their great Captain of falvation, and glorious

Conqueror, that delivers them from the law. How
fweet is this fwan-fong in the view of death, death,

where is thy fling t grave, where is thy victory f The

fling of death is fin, and theftrength offin is the law; but

thanks be to God that giveth us the victory, through Jefus

Chri/i our Lord, What makes fin, as it is the fting of

death, and death, as it bears that fting, to be fo terrible?

"Why, it is the law, as it is the flrength of fin ; but now,

the great Law-giver becoming, in the perfon of his Son,

the law-fatisfier, in the room of the (inner the law-

breaker, and thereupon the Judge becoming the jufti-

fier, according to Rom. iii. 26. the law hath no more

power to curfe the believer ; and fo fin hath loft: iis

flrength, and death loft its fting, and the grave its vic-

tory. The believer being perfectly delivered from the

curfe of the law, he is perfectly delivered from the

ftrength of fin, as it is a branch of the curfe.

Quf.st. What is the flrength offin that fill remains

with the believer while here, if it be not a fart of the

curfe?

Answ. (i.) Sin in all unbelievers is, as I faid, both

a breach of the law, and a branch of the curfe : but,

with refpeet to believers, though their fin be a breach

of the law, yet they are under no part of the curfe of

the law ; for, though (in be a curfed thing, and the law

curfes fin where-ever it is, and curfes the fin of believ-

ers, as well as the fin of others
;

yet, as the law cannot

curfe the perfon of the believer, fo the fin that is fuffer-

ed to remain in him, is defigned for fome other purpofe

than to be a curfe to him ; for it is one of the great

privileges of the believer, that he is delivered from the

wrath of God, and the curfe of the moral law. There-

fore,

(2.) Though (in in itfelf, and in its own nature, is a

curfe and a mifery where-ever it is ;
yet, with refpeft

to the believer, whenever he is delivered from the curfe

of the law ; the remaining ftrength of fin in him is made
fub*
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fubfervient to fome other end than ever it had before,

through the infinite wifdom of that God who can turn

a curfe to a blefling, and a mifery to a mercy. Though
he ftill looks upon fin as his greatefl mifery, and on
himfelf as miferable and wretched becaufe of fin, faying,

with the apoftle, Rom. vii. 24. O wretched man that I
am ! who fhall deliver mefrom the body offin and death t

yet it is his mercy that he fees fin to be his mifery now,
inafmuch as it ihall not make him miferable hereafter.

Sin is ftill the greatefl burden to the believer ; but it is

his mercy that fin is his burden now, that it may not

weigh him down to hell, as it will do the reft of the

world, who feel not the burden of fin in time. Sin is

ftill, to the believer, the greatefl difeafe ; but it is his

mercy that fin is his difeafe : for, whereas others that

go on in fin impudently, and without fpiritual remorfe,

fin is not their difeafe, with which they are affected or

afflicted, and they are in danger of dying of that difeafe,

like a man that is diftempered with a fever, and yet

hath no fenfe of it ; but believers in Chrift, having fin

for their difeafe, under which they figh, and fob, and
moan, and groan, the difeafe is not unto death, eternal

death, but unto the glory of God, and to their good.

It is to the glory of God, as he is Jehovah-rophi, the

Lord their helper and phyfician ; and it is ordered to

their good, the curfe is turned fo far to a blefting, that

the remaining ftrength of fin in the believer is made fub-

fervient to thefe following good ends.

1. It ferves for his inftruclion, that he may fee more
and more of the corruption of his nature and the daily

need that he hath of Chrift, both for righteoufnefs and
ftrength, that Chrift may be more and more precious

to him, as the brazen ferpent to the flung Ifraelites.

Sin in itfelf tends to deftruclion, but, through grace,

it turns to the believer's inflruction ; for hereby he learns

more and more that his own righteoufnefs is but filthy

rags, that Chrift's righteoufnefs is the only fair and
glorious robe : he learns more and more, that as his

damnation would have been juft, if he had been fent

to hell ; fo his falvation will be free, if he be Drought
Vol. V. S to
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to heaven : he learns more and more many fad expe-

riences in the daily working of fin in him, and many
fweet experiences in the daily improvement of Chrifl.

2. The remaining ftrength of fin in the believer

ferves for his correction,- as Peter's fall was for the cor-

rection of his pride and felf-conceit, when he faid,

Though all men forfake thee, yet will not I. Indeed, it

is one of the foreft effects of God's fatherly anger to-

wards his children, when he leaves them to one fin,

thereby to correct them for another : under fuch a dread-

ful correction as this, the believer may have dreadful

apprehenfions of God through unbelief, as if he were
deligned to ruin and deftroy him, faying, as the church,

Ifa. lxiii. 1 6. Wherefore hafl thou made us to errfrom thy

ways f and hardened our hearts from thy fear f It is

what the Lord's people may have frequent occafions to

obferve, that the Lord fharply reproves and corrects

them for their floth and unwatchfulnefs, by leaving

them to other fins ; as it was with David in the matter

of Bathfheba : therefore, Watch and pray, fays Chrift,

that ye enter not into temptation.

3. The remaining ftrength of fin in the believer

ferves for his humiliation ; 1 Chron. xxii. 26. Hezekiah

was humbled for the pride of his heart. Believers are in

danger of being lifted up, even after great manifefta-

tions ; as Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 7. ; therefore, a thron in the

fieJJj, and a meffenger of Satan, may be ordered to buffet

them, left they Jhould be exalted above meafure.

4. The remaining ftrength of fin in the believer

ferves for his excitation and upfiirring ; it is fo ordered,

that fin fhould abide in believers, that it may be the

continual ground, reafon, and occafion of the exercif-

ing of all graces, and putting a luflre on their obedi-

ence : fome excellent graces, fuch as repentance and
mortification, could have no exercife, if the ftrength of

fin were altogether removed ; and while we are in this

world, there is a beauty in thefe graces, that is an over-

balance for the evils of the remainders of fin. And it

renders fpiritual obedience the more valuable, the more
that remaining fin renders it difficult and impracticable

to nature.

[1.] The
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[1.] The remaining ftrength of fin excites the believ-

er to love and long for more of the enjoyment of Chrift

here, and for the full enjoyment of him hereafter, fay-

ing, O to be there, where there mall be no more fin !

O when fhall the day break, and the fhadows of fin and

forrow flee away ! Hafle, my beloved, and be thou like a

roe, or a young hart, upon the mountains ofBether.

[2.] The remaining ftrength of fin excites him to

weary of this life : Oh ! / am weary of my life, becaufe of

the daughters ofHeth, faid Rebekah ; fo, I am weary
of my life, becaufe of the remains of fin, fays the be-

liever ; what is life to me, when I am in a continual

conflict with fuch bofom-enemies ?

[3.] It excites him to pray without ceafmg, faying,

with David, Pfalm xix. 12. TVho can under(land his er-

rors f cleanfe thou me from fecret faults ; keep back thy fer-

vant alfo from prefumptuous fins, and let them not have do-

minion over me. Where it is fuppofed, that fecret fins

that are overlooked, and, perhaps, not known to be
fins, may make way for thefe that are prefumptuous.

Thus there is a fecret pride, that may feem to be no-

thing but a frame of mind fuitable to our wealth, dig-

nity, parts, or abilities ; fenfuality may feem to be no-

thing but a lawful participation of the good things of

this life
;

paffion may feem to be proper zeal ; and co-

vetoufnefs may feem to be but a neceffary care of our-

felves and our families : but, when the feeds of thefe

are covered with fuch pretences, they will at length

fpring up, and bear bitter fruits in the lives of men.
The beginning of all apoftacy lies in fuch covered pre-

tences : we need therefore to pray, with the pfalmift,

to be cleanfedfromfecret faults, that we may be kept back

from prefumptuousJin : the remaining ftrength of fin ex-

cited him thus to pray.

[4.] It excites alfo to deprecate, with the pfalmift,

Pfalm cxliii. 2. Enter not into judgment ivith thy fcrvant,

for in thy fight no fleflj can be juftified : The words here,

Enter not into judg?nent with thy fervant, may be read in

the original, go not to law with thy servant.
Though David was afervant of God, a man according to

God's own heart, vet he deprecates the law-trial : the

S 2 bed

1/
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bed fervants that ever God had, of mere men, cannot

be juftified by the law ; they fee fin remaining in them,

and therefore are excited to pray, Lord, go not to law

with me; go not to the law-threatening with me, to pur-

fue me for my debt
;

go not to the law-tribunal with

me, but rather go to the gofpel-tribunal with me
j go

to Chrift with me.

[5.] The remaining ftrength of (in excites them to

make much of Chrift, when they get a grip of him, and

to fay, with Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 26. I will not let thee

go, except thou blefs vie. Oh ! my woful fin, and fear-

ful departings had made a fad feparation betwixt thee

and me, infomuch that I never thought thou wouldeft

have deigned to give me another vifit : but now, that I

have got thee in my arms again, through grace I will

keep the grip ; I cannot think of our parting again, nor

of my going back to that fad and finful cafe again ; nay,

/ will not let thee go, till thou blefs me*

[6.] The remaining ftrength of fin excites them to

much heart-exercife, fuch as felf-fearching, and pleading

that the Lord would fearch, and try, and difcover them
to themfelves, faying, That which I know not, teach thou

me : To felf-abafement and abhorence ; Now 1 abhor

myfelf, and repent in dnjl and ajhes : To felf-annihilation

;

Oh ! I am nothing, lefs than nothing, worfe than no-

thing : To feif-condemnation ; now the man judges

himfelf, and panes fentence againft himfelf in the court

of confeience, that he may not be judged but alfoilzed

in the court of heaven : To felf-obfervation and watch-

fulnefs ; according to that of the apoftle, Look to your-

felves ; and that of the pfalmift, IJaid, I will take heed

to my ways, that IJin not with my tongue ; he is therefore

excited the more narrowly to notice and obferve the

traitor that is in his bofom, and to keep a watch : And
to felf-reformation, faying, with David, 1 thought on my
ways, and turned my Jeet unto thy teftbnonies. And, in

thefe refpe&s, God makes the believer's malady to be.

his medicine ; and, on thefe accounts, the ftrength of

fin is not wholly abolifhed in believer's in time ; and
infinite wifdom fees; that a ftate of fpiritual warfare is

beft for them.

Let
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Let none, from what hath been faid, take encourage-

ment to fin, nor abufe this grace of God unto wanton-

nefs ; for they that do fo, will difcover themfelves to be
ftrangers to Chrift, and fo under the ftrength of fm, as

it is a branch of the curfe of the law. Shun, like hell,

and abhor that peace of mind that is confident with the

love of, and living in any known fin ; for, though be-

lievers may be often fuprized into known fins, yet while

they refufe all inward peace but that which comes in by
mofl fervent defires of deliverance from fin, and conti-

nual application to Chrift for the ruin of fin, they difco-

ver that they are fafe from the dominion thereof: yet

thefe people that maintain a prefumptuous peace, while

they live in any known fin, are near the borders of the

territories of helliih fecurity, where fin reigns unto

death.

10. To add no more from this doctrine, we may in-

fer the dangerous influence of any new doclrine of a legal

ftrain, that (lands in oppofition to this truth, That the

law of works is theftrength offin, to allfinner's that have
broken and violate it. Whence it being manifeft, that all

unbelievers are under the commanding and condemning
power of the law, as a covenant of works, which ap-

pears by their being under the commanding and con-

demning ftrength of fin ; and that it is the privileges

only of believers that they are not under the law, as a

covenant, either to be juflified or condemned thereby

;

there is a twofold dangerous doclrine that (lands in op-

pofition to this truth.

[1.] That doclrine, which afferts, 'That unbelievers,

tinder the gofpel, are not under the commanding power

of the law, as a covenant of works : Which fome attempt

to prove by this argument ; Unbelievers under the gof-

pel, cannot be under two oppofite obligations, namely, to

leek life by their own obedience ; and, at the fame time,

to feek life by the obedience of another : now, they are

by the gofpel, obliged to feek life by the obedience of
another, viz. of Chrift ; therefore, they are not obliged

to feek life by their own obedience : and confequently,

fay they, unbelievers are not under the commanding
power of the law, as a covenant of works.

Answ.
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Answ. This argument, or rather quirk, and fophifm,

may be eafily expofed, if we confider,

1. That it goes upon a wrong hypothefis, fuppofing,

as if the form of the command of the covenant of works
did ly in this, that Adam was to feek life by his obedience ,

or that man was to feek juftification by his own works ;

which is a fuppofition that is not matter of fad : for,

Adam might have been juftified by his works, or by
his own perfect obedience, without feeking or aiming

at any thing, but the pleafing or glorifying of God,
which is thefupreme end of man's obedience ; whereas,

man's feeking, or aiming at life and juftification by his

obedience, is but & fubordinate end thereof; yea fuch,

as that the command of that covenant might have been
fulfilled without it : for, if Adam had yielded that per-

fect obedience, without feeking any thing elfe, or aim-

ing at any other end, but the fupreme one, viz. the

glory of God, he would have got life by his obedience,

even though he had generoufly neglected the fupreme

end altogether, namely, the feeking his own life by it,

which was no part of the command itfelf. For, as our

common Standards exprefs it, " When God created

" man, he entered into a covenant of life with him,
tc upon condition of perfect obedience :" not upon
condition of man's feeking life by his obedience ; nay, this

would have made the covenant of works run in a very

felnfh flrain, namely, inflead of Do, and live ; it would

run, Seek life by your doing, and youJhall live : and, in-

flead of the threatening, If you do not, you jhall die ; it

would run, Ifyoufeek not life by your doing, youjhall die

:

which is a plain perverting the tenor of that covenant.

In opposition to that hypothecs, we may reasonably

fuppofe, that if that covenant had flood, as Adam would

not have claimed life fo much upon his perfecl obedience,

as upon the free promife of God, connecting life with

that obedience ; fo, in obeying, he would not fo much,
if at all, have fought his own life and happinefs, as the

glory of God, who gracioufly condefcended to annex

the promife of life with that obedience, which he was

naturally obliged unto, prior to that annexation. Sure-

ly, what man was obliged to by nature was not made
void
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void, but rather furthered, by the covenant of works

:

but roan was naturally obliged to obey his Creator per-

fectly, and that for this great end, viz. the glorifying

of him; therefore, whatever hope of life, or fear of death

might be the confequent of annexing the promife of life,

and the threatening of death to the precept, yet it was the

precept itfelf, to which life and death were thus annexed

:

that was the command of that covenant, and not man's
feeking to have life, or to fhun death by his obedience.

The promife and threatening were motives to urge man's
obedience ; feeking to have life, or fhun death, was but
a fubordinate end, that man might have lawfully had in

his obedience. But now, to fuppofe, that man's being
obliged to feek life by his obedience, was the command
of the covenant of works, is to confound the command
with the fanclion, and man's obedience to the command,
with the fubordinate end that he might have had in his

obedience. If man had merely fought himfelf, and his

own life, by his obedience, without feeking God's
glory ; furely he had finned, and fo broken that cove-
nant : but if he had fought only God's glory, and yield-

ed perfect obedience, merely with that view, and ab-
ftra&ing from that fubordinate end, the feeking of him-
felf and his own life ; I fay, fuppofe he had done fo, he
would have got life by his obedience : therefore, feeing

life might have been obtained by obedience, by virtue

of the promife of life annexed to it, and obtained with-
out man's feeking or aiming at himfelf, and his own
life by his obedience, then man's feeking life and jufti-

fication thereby could never be the precife form of the
command of that covenant. Why, the command could
have been obeyed, and the promife of life, annexed
thereto, could have been accomplifhed, without that

feeking ; feeing the promife was made to man's obedi-

ence^ and not to his feeking life by his obedience. You
fee then, the error of the fophifm lies in miftating and
mifreprefenting the form of the command of the covenant
of works. Hence it is evident, that unbelievers under
the gofpel, may be obliged to feek life by the obedience
of another, even of Chrift, and yet remain under the

commanding power of the covenant of works : fince the

com-
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command thereof did not ly precifely in ti^is, viz. that

man was to feek life by his own obedience : no, this was
but afecondary end, or a confequent lawfully deducible

from the promife annexed to the command, but no con-
ftitutive part of the command itfelf.

2. The falacy of that fophifm appears alfo in this,

that it fuppofes, as xifinners, or unbelievers, not under
the gofpel, were obliged, by the covenant of works, to

feek life andjuftification by their own works and obedience

:

but though they, as well as other finners, do naturally,

if they feek life at all, feekjt by the law, or by their own
works ;

yet the covenant of works never faid to a fmner,

Seek life by your ozun works. Though we mould grant,

thzxfeeking life by our perfeci obedience were the proper

command of the covenant of works, to man in his inno-

cent ftate, while he was capable to yield it
;
yet it never

commanded a fmner to feek life that way, nor did it ever

promife life to a (inner, a breaker of that covenant, upon
his feeking life by his obedience ; nay, it is impoffible

that ever the law mould do fo, otherwife it would con-

demn itfelf, mould it offer to juftify any tranfgreffor of

it, by whatever after-obedience of his ; for, it is the very

nature of the law to condemn the lead tranfgreffor, what-

ever his after-works may be : no act of obedience, no not

the higheil, even of faints in heaven, can expiate for the

lead breach of God's law ; nor can any mortification take

away the fault of fin committed, Deut. xxvii. 26. Gal.

iii. 10. Rom. iii. 20, 23. James ii. 10. The law requires

no lefs than zfinlefs obedience ; yea, the perfeci obedience

of 2.Jinlefs man ; but never did, nor does require of any

finner, that he mould feek life by his obedience. No
man, that is a finner, is capable of any obedience but

what is imperfect ; now, imperfect obedience is a breach

of the covenant of works, which requires abiblute per-

fection, Gal. iii. 10. Therefore, if it mould require

any finner to feek life by his own obedience, then it

would require him to feek life in a finful way, namely,

by the continued breach of the law, which his beft obe-

dience would be, fo long as it is, and cannot be but im-

perfect. Now, to fuppofe that the law requires this of

any fmner, whether under the gofpel or not, is to fpeak

wick-
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wickedly of the holy and perfect law of God. The law

of the covenant of works requires no lefs than ever it

did
;

yea, it requires more of the (inner, than it did of

the fmlefs man : it required only aclive obedience of in-

nocent Adam, but now of the finner it requires aclive

and pa/five obedience too ; though the finner be infol-

vent, and utterly unable to pay his debt, yet the law

requires full payment of his double debt, both of obe-

dience to the command, and fatisfaction for his fin in

breaking of it.

Herein the cafe of unbelievers appears to be moft

miferable, that they are under the commanding, as well

as the condemning power of the covenant of works ; that

is, they are under an obligation to perfect obedience,

and that upon pain of eternal death, under the fentence

whereof they already ly ; and under the continued for-

feiture of eternal life, and all title thereto, by reafon of

their want of that obedience, and violation of that co-

venant. That all unbelievers are under the command of

the covenant of works, is plain,

(1.) Becaufe they are under the curfe of it. If they

were not under the commanding power, they could not

be under the condemning power of it ; if they were not

under obligation to the command of it, how could they

juftly be condemned by it, for want of obedience there-

to, or tranfgreffion thereof? Where no command, no
tranfgreffion ; where no tranfgreffion, no penalty : but

under the penalty or fentence thereof they are, Gal. hi.

10. : therefore they remain under the command of it,

fo long as they remain out of Chriit.

(2.) That they are under the command of the cove-

nant of works, is plain, becaufe they are under the lahjb

wherein eternal life is connected with perfect doing.

That they are under the law is evident, fo long as they

are not under grace^ Rom. vi. 14. But it is now their

mifery, that this law they are under, is a law wherein

the connexion (lands betwixt obedience and eternal life

:

though there is no connexion by the law, betwixt their

obedience now, and the promife of eternal life
;

yet

there is a (landing connexion betwixt eternal life, and
Vol. V. * T that
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that perfect, perfonal obedience required by that law

they are under, Rom. x. 5. The law dill continues to

fay, The man that does thefe things ,
/hall live by them ;

and Mat. xix. 16. If thou would enter into life, keep the

commandments : which plainly fays, that though they

cannot yield obedience, fuch as the law requires
; yet

the connexion betwixt life and obedience ftands by that

law they are under : it juftifies all that can and do obey

it, as it doth the elect angels ; and it would juftify men
alio, if they were in cafe, had they power, and did yield

obedience to it, in the manner it requires.

(3.) That unbelievers are under the command of

the covenant of works, is plain, becaufe it is " only
44 the privilege of believers, that they are not under the
c: moral law, as a covenant of works, to be thereby

" either juftified or condemned," as in our Confeflion

of Faith; which plainly fays, not only the moral law

was turned into the form of a covenant of works, by its

being made a covenant of life and juftification upon
doing, and of death and condemnation upon not doing

;

but alfo, as it is the privilege only of believers in Chrift,

that they are neither under the command of the cove*

nant of works, to be juftified by their obedience, nor

under the curfe thereof, to be condemned for their dif-

obedience thereto : which evidently fhows, that it is the

mifery of unbelievers, that they are not only under the

condemning power of that covenant, wherein difobedi-

ence and eternal death are connnected ; but alfo the

commanding power of that law, wherein perfect obedi-

ence and eternal life are connected. This connexion

betwixt life and perfonal obedience does not (land with

refpect to the believer, becaufe he is not under the law,

Rom. vi. 14. Hence, though the believers in Chrift had

a perfonal righteoufnefs of their own in perfection, as

they will have in heaven
;
yet there is no connexion be-

twixt it and their juftification, or eternal life, which is

now to them the gift of God through Jefus Chrift ; they

being brought under another covenant, which makes

their title to life to (land upon another foundation,

namely, Chrift's perfect obedience, active and paftive,

in their room and ftead. But as for unbelievers, that

are
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are under the law, the (landing connexion betwixt life

and obedience by that law, renders them as miferable,

in regard that it confirms their forfeiture of eternal life;

as the (landing connexion betwixt death and disobedi-

ence, by that lame law, renders them miferable, in re-

gard that it continues them under the fentence of eter-

nal death.

(4.) That unbelievers are under the command of the

covenant of works, is plain, becaufe they are, by the

gofpel-difpenfation, obliged to feek life by the obedience

of another ; which is fo far from proving them not to be
under the command of the covenant of works, that it

plainly proves them to be under it. Our Lord Jefus

Chrift, as Surety, came to fulfil the righteoufnefs of the

law, only as it is a covenant of works : and this he did,

both by his active obedience, fulfilling the precept of the

law ; and by his pajjive obedience, fatisfying the threa-

tening, and enduring the penalty, of the law. Now, if

unbelievers were only under the condemning power of

the law,* then they would need only to feek freedom

from death, through Chrift's fufrering, or pamve obe-

dience, in their room ; but if they were not under obli-

gation to the command of the covenant of works, then

there is no need they would have of Chrift's active obe-

dience, or doing in their room. They were never obliged,

as I cleared before, to feek life by their obedience ; but

if they were not obliged, by the command of the cove-

nant of works, to yield that perfect obedience, to which

life was promifed therein, then they would have no need

to feek life by the obedience of another. What need

they to feek that in the perfon of another, which they

are not obliged to have in their own perfon ? Who will

fee a need for feeking that which he is not obliged to

have or yield ? The unbeliever's obligation, therefore,

to feek life by the obedience of another, namely, of

Chrift, is a plain argument to prove that he is under

obligation to the command of the covenant of works.

See then the danger of that doctrine which afferts,

that unbelievers are not under the command of the covenant

of works : it croifes one of the great ends of the gofpel,

which is to hold out Chrift in his complete righteouf-

T 2 nefs,
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nefs, both of doing and fuffering, that finners may come
and take the whole benefit thereof, in order to their be-

ing intitled to eternal life, and fecured from eternal

death, according to the method of the covenant of

grace ; for, while they remain out of Chrift, they are

wholly and altogether under a covenant of works, both
in its commanding and condemning power.

£2.] Another doctrine that ftands in oppofition to

this truth that we are treating of, is, that which allerts

That believers by their ^ew sins come under a Hablenefs,

or obligation , to the penal fanclion of the lazv,
,
and threa-

tening of eternal death. 1 have elfewhere endeavoured
to refute this error * ; therefore, at prefent, I mall not
enlarge upon it, but only repel it with the weapons that

the text here affords me, namely, The firength offin is

the law ; but thanks be to God, fays the apoftle in the

name of all believers, that giveth us the victory through

our Lord Jefus ChriJI. Where it is plain, that all be-

lievers in Chrift are delivered, by virtue of their union
to him as the Lord their righteoufnefs^ from the law and
the curfe thereof; and confequently from the ftrength of

ftn, as it is a part of the curfe of the law. See alfo Gal.

iii. 13. Rom. viii. 1, 34. vi. 14. and vii. 6. But now,
if believers are, after their union to Chrift, brought, by
their newfms^ under a liablenefs to the penalfanclion of

the law ; that is, to eternal deaths and vindictive wrath ;

then they are brought under the curfe of the law again

:

and if fo, then they are brought under the ftrength of

fin, which is the leading branch of that curfe. If they

that affert this doctrine, attempt to prove it from this,

that everyfn deferves God's wrath and curfe ; and argue
from the believer's fins deferving it, that therefore be-

lievers are liable to it, which is a very wide argument

;

then, by the fame argument, I can prove, that becaufe

there is no moment of a believer's life, wherein he is

perfectly free of fin, fo long as want of perfect confor-

mity to the law, either in nature, heart, or way, is fin

;

therefore there is not a moment of the believer's life,

wherein he is not both under the curfe of the law and the

* See, in particular for this, the Author's difcourfe, on Gal.

iv- 28. intitled; The P&egkaiit P2.0r.usE, Vol. IV, p. 309, 400.

ftrength



Ser. LXXVIII. How the Law isfo, opened. 1 53

firength offin ; and consequently, no finful believers in

this world, as all believers are, could ever, upon good
ground, fing this fong of victory in the context. But
this is fuch dreadful doctrine, that I hope I need not

enlarge in the refutation thereof.

Believers are neither juftified upon their perfinal good,

nor unjuftified upon their perfonal evil ; but their actual

perfonal title to life, and their freedom from all legal

obligation, and liablenefs to death, which are the two
branches of jufiification, (land upon the active and paf
five obedience cfChrifi, imputed to, and received by
them, whereby they are discharged from all law-debt.

And though God continue to pardon the fins of them
that are juftified, and they daily need his pardon, as he
is a Father, whofe fatherly anger their fins oppofe them
to

;
yet they have no more to do with him as a wrathful

Judge, except in their own unbelieving apprehenfions

and legal fears, which are their fin. Indeed, the more
aggravated their fins are, the more are they liable to

the bitter effects of God's fatherly wrath and chaftife-

ment ; but to make either any good they do a prop to

their juflification, or any evil they do a flaw in their

juflification, this is a popery. The righteoufnefs of
Chrift, with which the believer is ever clothed, fecures

him fo, that the fentence of life is never revoked, nei-

ther is the fentence of death ever incurred anew ; for,

He that believes hath everlafling life ; and, There is no

condemnation to them that are in Chrift.

Though the law cannot but curfe fin, where-ever it

is, and even the believer's fins
;
yet the curfe can never

reach his perfon ; Chrift hath no curfed or condemned
member. Simeon and Levi had been guilty of heinous

crimes, in killing the Ifhmaelites
;

yet, as fome think,

they being good men in the main, Jacob does not curfe

their perfons but their fins ; Gen. xlix. 7. Curfed be their

anger i for it was fierce ; and their wrath , for it was
cruel ; fo cruel, that it might have brought a curfe upon
them defervedly. But Jacob, guided by the Holy
Ghofl, lays the curfe on their extravagant pajfwn, not

on their perfons : and every believer will join iffue with

that
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that curfe of the law againfl his fin, faying, Curfed and

deflroyed be my fin, my unbelief, my enmity.—Be-

lievers are not under the law, as a covenant of works,

either to be juftified or condemned thereby : if they

were brought, by their newfins^ under the curfe of the

law, then they would be brought alfo under the power

of fin, and the reigning ftrength of corruption ; and fo

they are neither juftified no fan&ified; neither delivered

out of the ft ate of fin nor of mifery.

See the danger then of his erroneous docVine, of

believers being made liable to the curfe of the law : it is

contrary to that gofpel-principle, which afferts, " That
" believers are delivered from the wrath of God, and
" the curfe of the moral law ;" and it is contrary to

that gofpel-practice of the believer's, which is influenced

by the faith of his freedom from the curfe, and the faith

of God's everlafling love in Chrifl jefus. That doctrine

of believers liablenefs to wrath, upon every fin, tends

to create flavifh fear and dread in God's children ; and

fo to difcourage from duty, and marr true gofpel-holi-

nefs, which is a ferving of God, not out of flavifh fear,

but a child-like love, and of a willing mind : for the

fear of hell, and of falling into eternal wrath, and the

fear of lofmg their fonfhip, and being difmherit, which

fome, that pretend much to orthodoxy, tell us, believ-

ers ought to be influenced by ; thefe fears, I fay, can

never be filial or child-like, becaufe they go upon the

fuppofition of an allowed acl: of unbelief, namely, their

apprehending God not to be their everlafting Father in

Chrift, according to the tenor of the new covenant

;

which if they believed him to be, they could not fear

thefe evils, but would rejoice in the faith of the contrary

;

and this faith would work by love, and love would con-

ftrain them to holinefs. So that the doclrine I here op-

pofe, is not a doclrine according to godlinefs, but rather a

doclrine of liceniioufneft, tending to keep believers them-

felves under the law, which is the ftrength offin.

This text then mows us the dangerous tendency of

both thefe new docVines, the one making the believer

not to be under the command of the covenant of works,

and the other bringing the believer under the curfe of

it:
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it : but, as they that are not under the command of the

law of works, cannot be under the curfe of it ; for,

where no law, no tranfgreflion : and as they that are

under the curfe of the law, cannot but be under the

command of it ; for, where no tranfgreflion no penalty,

and where there is a penalty there is tranfgreflion ; fo

this flrange doctrine in effect, and by plain confequenc-

es, makes unbelievers happy, and believers miferable

:

by freeing the believer from the command, it frees him
from the curfe ; and by bringing the believer under the

curfe, it brings him under the command : and, by this

means, unbelievers would not be under the law, but

free both from the commanding and condemning power
thereof; and believers would be under the law, and
in bondage, both to the command and the curfe.—

I

dare not think, that all who maintain the forefaid doc-

trine, are chargeable with aflerting thefe dreadful con-

fequences that flow from it ; but furely it is dangerous

to maintain fuch pofitions, from which fuch confe-

quences are naturally dcducible. So far have I en-

larged upon an ufe of information, becaufe of the mani-

fold leflbns that arife from this text and doctrine.

Ufe 3. The third ufe fliall be by way of examination

and trial, namely, to fee what Hate we are in, whether
or not we be delivered from the law of works, as it is

the flrength offin. In order to our having a clear view
of this, there is a fourfold inquiry we may make.

Inquiry Firfi, In order to try this matter, viz. Whe-
ther dilivered from the law of works, as it is the flrength

offin ; let us enquire whether the flrength of fin be tru-

ly broken ; for (in has dominion, and a ruling power,
over all that are under the law, Rom. vi. 14.

Why,Jay you, who are thefe, in whom the rule and
strength offin remains unbroken?

Answ. 1. All you that do not find a daily excercife

with fin : they in whom the flrength of fin is darned,

will be at work to get themfelves purged from it ; they

are (till either lamenting their (in, or plotting againfl it,

praying againfl: it, watching againfl it, making ufe of

the blood of Cbrift againfl: ir> and fometimes mourning
and
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and crying againft it, and againft themfelves for it:

whereas they in whom it reigns, live peaceably and un-

difturbedly with it.

2. All you who have been your whole lifetime flrang-

ers to Chrifl, and to fellowship and communion with

him, you are not yet delivered from fin ; there is a

throne of iniquity let up in your hearts, which mall not

have fellowship with God, and indeed cannot.

3. All you that know nothing of that difpenfation of

grace, to wit, God's hearing ofyour prayers', and giving

you his countenance therein ; fin reigns in your hearts,

and you regard iniquity in your hearts, therefore the Lord

hears you not, but is faying, Go to the gods whom you have

ferved.

4. All you that never found any pain in parting with

fin, nor any thing of the crofs of Chrifl, or of fuffering

in the fiejh, 1 Pet. iv. 1 . It is fuch as have fuffered in

the flefh, that have ceafcd from fin. Some were never

difturbed in their making provifion for the flejh ; never

knew the painful exercife of repentance and felf-denial

;

never burdened with the vilenefs of fin ; nor exercifed

in the work of judging themfelves. When a gangrene

is to be cured, becaufe it is in the flefh, the flefh mull

be cut ; fo, becaufe fin is feated in the flefh, the flefh

mufl fuffer by felf-denial. There is a woful tendernefs

that we have of ourfelves, that keeps us from mortify-

ing our corruption. Have you never difcovered or feen

the evil and bitternefs of fin, but lived always in peace ?

Why, then it feems the ftrong man keeps the houfe : if the

pafhng of the gravel-ftone never pained you, ye are not

yet quit of it; if your heart was never pained with fin, it

fays your heart was never yet circumcifed : the flrength

of fin remains where there has been no gofpel-mortifi-

cation. Which leads to a

Second Inquiry, For helping ycu to try if you be de-

livered from the law of works, as it is the flrength offin,

namely, inquire if you be acquaint with gofpel-mortifica-

tion. It is almofl incredible to think how great a length

people may go in legal mortification of fin, while yet

they are utter ftrangers to the gofpel. It is ftrange to

think, what fome heathen? have done this way, and

what
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what many popifh monks have done
;

yea, what great

reformations have taken place among fome, fo as by
their life you would think they were real converts, be-

caufe of their exactnefs and tendernefs, while yet they

are enemies to grace, and flrangers to the gofpel, and
confequently to true mortification, which cannot be by
the law, it being the flrength of fin.

Quest. How Jhall I know, whether it be by the gospel
that I mortify fin, or by the law?
Answ. 1. Gofpel and legal mortification differ in their

principles from which they proceed. Gofpel-mortificati-

on is from gofpel-principles, viz. the Spirit of God,
Rom. viii. 13. Ifye through the Spirit mortify the deeds

of the body, ye Jhall live

:

—Faith in Chrift, A&s xv. 9.

Purifying their hearts by faith

:

—The love of Chrift con-

ftraining, 2 Cor. v. 1 4. The love of Chrift conftraining us.

But legal mortification is from legal principles

;

fuch as, from the applaufe and praife of men, as in the

Pharifees ; from pride of felf-righteoufnefs, as in Paul

before his converfion ; from the fear of hell ; from a

natural confcience ; from the example of others ; from
fome common motions of the Spirit ; and many times

from the power of fin itfelf, while one fin is fet up to

wTeflle with another, as when fenfuality and felf-righte-

oufnefs wreftle with one another : the man, perhaps,

will not drink and fwear ; why ? becaufe he is fetting

up and eflablifhing a righteoufnefs of his own, whereby
to obtain the favour of God : here is but one fin wreft-

ling with another.

1, Gofpel and legal mortification differ in their wea-

pons with which they fight againfl fin : the gofpel-believ-

er fights with grace's weapons, namely, the blood of

Chrift, the word of God, the promifes of the covenant,

and the virtue of ChrifVs death and crofs, Gal. vi. 14.

God forbid that I fhould glory, fave in the crofs of the

Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom [or, as it may be read,

whereby, viz. by the crofs of Chrift, ~] the world is

crucified to me, and I to the world. But now the man
under the law fights againfl fin by the promifes and

threatenings of the law 5 by its promifes, faying, I will

Voi, V, U obtain
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obtain life ; and win to heaven, I hope, if I do fo and

fo ; by its threatenings, faying, I will go to hell and be

damned, if I do not fo and fo. Sometimes he fights with

the weapons of his own vows and refolutions, which are

his ftrong tower, to which he runs and thinks himfelf

Me.
3. They differ in the objecl of their mortification : they

both, indeed, feek to mortify fin ; but the legalift's

quarrel is more efpecially with the fins of his converfati-

on ; but the true believer mould defire to fight as the

Syrians got orders ; that is, neither again/} great nor

finally fo much as againjt the King himfelf even againfl

original corruption : a body of fin and death troubles

him more than any other fin in the world ; wretched

man that I am ! who fhall deliver me from this body of

death ? Rom. vii. 24. His great exercife is, to have

the feed of the woman to bruife this head of the fer-

pent.

4. They differ in the reafons of the contefl : the be-

liever, whom grace teaches to deny all ungodlinefs, he

fights againfl: fin, becaufe it difhonours God, oppofes

Chriit, grieves the Spirit, and feparates between his

Lord and him ; but the legalifl fights againfl fin, becaufe

it breaks his peace, and troubles his confcience, and

hurts him, by bringing wrath and judgment on him.

As children thatwiii not play in the dufl or flour; why?
not becaufe it fullies their clothes, but flees into their

eyes, and hurts them : fo the legalifl will not meddle

with fin ; why ? not becaufe it fullies the perfections of

God, and defiles their fouls, but only becaufe it hurts

them. I deny not, but there is too much of this legal

temper even amongfl the godly.

5. They differ in their motives and ends : the believer

will not ferve fin, becaufe he is alive to God, and dead

to fin, Rom. vi. 6, The legalifl forfakes fin, not becaufe

he is alive, but that he may live : the believer mortifies

fin, becaufe God loves him ; but the legalifl, that God
may love him: the believer mortifies fin, becaufe God is

pacified towards him ; the legalifl mortifies, that he may
pacify God by his mortification. He may go a great

length, but it is ilill that he may have whereof to glory,

making
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making his own doing all the foundation of his hope

and comfort.

6. They differ in the nature of their mortification

:

the legalifl does not oppofe fin violently, feeking the

utter deflru&ion of it ; if he can get fin put down, he

does not feek it to be thrufl out : but the believer, hav-

ing a nature and principle contrary to fin, he feeks not

only to have it weakened, but extirpate : the quarrel is

irreconcilable ; no terms of accommodation or agree-

ment ; no league with fin is allowed, as it is with hypo-

crites.

7. They differ in the extent of the warfare, not only

objectively > the believer hating every falfe way ; but alfo

fubjeclively, all the faculties of the believer's foul, the

whole regenerate part being againft fin. It is not fo with

the hypocrite or legalifl : for as he fpares fome fin or

other, fo his oppofition to fin is only feated in his con-

fcience ; his light and confcience oppofe fuch a thing,

while his heart approves of it.—There is an extent alfo

as to time ; the legalifl's oppofition to fin is of a fhort

duration, but in the believer it is to the ead \
grace and

corruption (till oppoflng one another.

8. They differ in the fuccefs : there is no believer,

but as he fights againft fin, fo firfl or lafl he prevails,

though not always to his difcerning ; and though he lofe

many battles', yet he gains the war : but the legalifl,

for all the work he makes, yet he never truly comes

fpeed : though he cut off fome actual fin, yet the cor-

rupt nature is never changed ; he never gets a new
heart : the iron-finew in his neck, which oppofes God,

is never broken ; and when he gets one fin mortified,

fometimes another and more dangerous fin lifts up the

head : hence all the fins and pollutions that ever the

Pharifees forfook, and all the good duties that ever they

performed, made them but more proud, and flrengthen-

ed their unbelieving prejudices againfl Chrifl, which was

the greater and more dangerous fin. Thus you may
fee the difference between legal and gofpel-mortification,

and try yourfelves thereby.

Inquiry third, In order to try whether or not you are

U 2 delivered
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delivered from the law, as it is the Jlrength offin ; en-

quire whether you have renounced your own righteoufnefs

;

for they that make their duties their righteoufnefs, and
rely thereupon, are yet under the law, and fo under the

ftrength of fin.

Quest. Who are they that make their duties their

righteoufnefs, and eflablijh a righteoufnefs of their own,

and rely thereupon f

Answ. i. Thefe that pleafe themfelves with aform of

godlinefs ; and, like the Pharifees, make clean the outfide,

while yet they have a fecret enmity at the power ofgod-

linefs, having outward conformity to the letter of the

law ; and, like Paul before his converiion, touching the

law blamelefs, yet little regarding the fpirituality.of it

:

they profefs a regard to the law, but if they knew the

infide of it, they would hate it.

2. Thefe that reft in a certain pitch of religion, when
they have as much as they think will fave them, and are

for no more ; not knowing what it is to prefs towards the

mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in Chrifl

Jefus.

3. Thefe that fet their duties againfl theirfins, and a-

gainft the wrath of God, and the fear of judgment

;

not fleeing to Chrift for refuge, as all true believer's do,

Heb. vi. 18.; but to their duties, their prayers, and no
further. Their betaking themfelves to duties would be

well done, if they went a little further ; but they fet

their duties againft their fms, and thereupon have peace,,

faying, though my fms be fo and fo great, yet my du-

ties are fo and fo many ; therefore, I hope all will be

right. Thus they fpeak peace to themfelves, when God
never fpake it : here is a dead fly thatfpoils all the oint-

ment.

4. Thefe who are at enmity with the doclrine ofgrace

;

however much they may be engaged in duty, Chrift is

-& Jlumbling-block to them, as he was to the Jews, Rom.
IX. 33. The doclrine of duties and works, they under-

ftand ; but the doclrine of grace, and of the righteoufnefs

of Chrift, they will not underftand ; they fufpecl: it, as

an enemy to the law, and Antinomianifm : they are ig-

norant of God's righteoufnefs.

5. Thefe
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5. Thefe that perform duties in their ownftrength, arc

eftablifhing a righteoufnefs of their own : though they

fay they can do nothing without Chrift, yet they can do
all without feeing much need of him. But, where Chrift

is the righteoufnefs of a foul, he will be the ftrength alfo,

Ifa. xlv. 24. Some, indeed, profefs to take Chrift for

their ftrength, but they fet Chrift againft himfelf, as it

were, by employing the ftrength of Chrift againft the

righteoufnefs of Chrift ; that is, when they cry to Chrift

for ftrength to perform duties, that when they are en-

abled to perform them, they may make them their righ-

teoufnefs. Hence many will fay, O for a foft heart I O
for an enlarged heart in duty ! O for grace to feek, and
a heart to pray ! And if they get any thing like it, what
make they of it ? Why, then they think they have a
good enough righteoufnefs, and feek no further.

6. Thefe that are of a wrathful and implacable difpofti-

tion, they difcover themfelves to be under the law, and
under the ftrength of fin, and fo not delivered from e-

ftablifhing a righteoufnefs of their own ; The law work-
eth wrath, Rom. iv. 15. Not only wrath in God againft

man, and wrath in man againft God ; but wrath and
enmity alfo in man againft man, efpecially upon any real

or fuppofed injury. When wrath rifes, and refts, and
remains from day to day, from week to week, from
month to month, from year to year, and the man will

by no means be reconciled to one that has offered him
any affront; nay, he will not pardon, he will not forgive,

he will not forget ; furely that man is under the law, and
under the ftrength of fin : he never got a pardon from
God, that cannot pardon his neighbour an offence ; he
has not the image of God, not being merciful as his

heavenly Father is merciful ; he cannot pray, Forgive me
my fins, as I forgive them that fin againft me. Anger
refts in the bcfom of fools, fays Solomon. Anger and
wrath may rife and rage a little in the bofom of a wife
man, a good man, but it cannot reft there ; it refts only
in the bofom of fools. This foolifh and implacable dif-

pofition fhews the man to be felfifh and fclf-righteous.

7. Thefe whofe good hope, founded upon, and drawn
from duties, never utterly'failed them, fo as to fay, as it

is,
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is, Ifa. lvii. 10. There is no hope ; no, they are wearied
in the greatnefs of their way, and have found the life of
their hand, &c.

8. Thefe who, the more they go about outward du-
ties, the more liberty they take to Jin, faying, as it is,

Prov. vii. 14. and 18. compared. I have peace-offerings

with me ; this day have Ipaid my vozvs : come let us take

cur fill of love, until the morning; let us folace ourfelves

with loves.

9. Thefe who neglecl duties, through defperation and
hopelefnefs of getting any good by them, faying, It is

vain toferve the Lord ; why, what is this, but that be-

caufe they would rely on duties, as their Saviour, when
they find they may not do fo, they will rather forbear

them, and caft all behind their back, faying, There is

no hopef Hence,
10. When men are madly purfuing their luffs, it may

be a fign they are relying on their duties, even when
they commit fin defperately. Why, they are defperate

debtors ; and, perhaps, have been trying, fome time

or other, to pay their debt by doing fomething that they

might live : but finding that will fail them, they fay,

There is no hope of paying that debt, therefore they

defperately take on more
; Jer. ii. 25. There is no hope;

for, I have lovedJlrangers, and after them will Igo : and,

Jer. xviii. 12. There is no hope ; but we will walk after

our devices, and do every one the imagination of his evil

heart. They want not a natural inclination, as all others

have, to pay their debt in the way of a law of works,

with their own righteoufnefs, which appears when-ever

confcience is awakened; but for the prefent they are de-

fperate : if they cannot win to heaven by their own
righteoufnefs, they will rather go to hell in their wick-

cdnefs, than be obliged to the righteoufnefs of another

for heaven and eternal life : fo ftrong is the law of do

and live, even at the root of their wickednefs. The

flrength offin is the law-

Again, it may be afked here, Who are they that have

renounced their own righteoufnefs ?

Answ. 1. Such as have renounced their own righte-

oufnefs, are eafily brought to thefenfe and acknowledge-

ment
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ment of theirfin ; whereas others are ready to fay, with

thefe who are commanded to return to the Lord, Where-

in jhall we return to him? Such were the Pharifees,

Luke xviii. 11, 12.

2. The great care of fuch will be to advance in the

knowledge ofChrift; they have a high efteem of Chrift's

righteoufnefs, accounting all other things, on which
they formerly relied, but dung ; and expecting juftifi-

cation and abfolution before God, only upon the account

of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, laid hold upon by faith,

Phil. iii. 8, 9.

3. From a fight of their own imperfection, and ina-

bility in duty, they go on and make progrefs in Chrift*

s

firength, Pfal. lxxi. 16. Phil. iii. 12, 13, 14. And in

all their approaches to God, they are concerned how to

get the Spirit with them, and the internal part of duty
performed, as well as the external ; and their fpiritual

joy and comfort arifes from Chrift : Phil. iii. 3. They
ivorfhip God in the Spirit, rejoice in Chrifl Jefus, and
have no confidence in the fiejh.

4. Such will juftify God in all his difpenfations of pro-

vidence towards them, though never fo harm ; and un-

dervalue damages and loffes, if they can but win Chrift,

Phil. iii. 8.

5. As they are not lifted up upon the account of their

inherent righteoufnefs, but fay, with Job, chap. x. 15.

If I be righteous, yet will I not lift up my head ; and with
the church, Ifa. Ixiv. 6. All our righteoufneffes are as

filthy rags ; and dare plead for nothing at the throne of
grace on the account thereof, Dan. ix. 18. Job ix. 15.:
fo their obedience is mofi free ; the believer acts freely,

not by the coaclion and compulfion of the law, and
without refpecl to the promifes or threatenings of it, as

it is a covenant of life ; he being, by virtue of the new
nature, ready to do the will of God with pleafure. As
there is need of no law for the body, which may com-
pel it to eat, drink, fleep, walk, fit, (land, or do any
works of nature, as I faid before, becaufe it is readv to

do thefe things naturally ; fo there is need of no faw-

coa&ion and compulfion to drive the believer to obedi-

ence : there are gofpel-threatenings and promifes, that

are
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are lined with love, which work upon him, and con-

ftrain him ; but to be acted by the law-threatening of

death, in cafe of difobedience, or the law-promife of life

upon obedience, is not compatible with the (late of the

believer, as fuch ; he not being under the law, but un-

der grace, his obedience is free, Luke i. 74, 75.

6. They that have renounced their own righteoufnefs,

have renounced their own Jirength alfo, and faid, In the

Lord only have we righteoufnefs andJirength, Ifa. xlv. 24.

They fee the need of the fame creating power that began

the good work, to carry it on every day, as long as the

new-creation work is a working. As in the firft crea-

tion, after God made heaven and earth, he left not

the work there, but every day the Lord faid, Let there

be this, and, Let there be that ; Let there be light ; and

then, Let there be fruit : fo, in the new creation, be-

lievers fee a need every day of an almighty word, fay-

ing, Let there be light, fpiritual light ; and after that,

Let there be fruit, fpiritual fruit ; and again, every day

another word of power from God, to carry on the new-

creation work, during the whole fix days of our life

here, till the Sabbath of everlafiing reft come.

Enquiry fourth, In order to try whether or not you

are delivered from the law, as it is the Jirength ofJin ;

enquire whether you be experimentally acquaint with the

gofpel, as it is the means and ftrength of holinefs.

Quest. What is it in the gospel that contributes to

the ftrength of holinefs, that believers, who are not under

the law, have faving experimental acquaintance with?

Answ. There are thefe following things in the gofpel,

that contribute to the ftrength of holinefs ; and you may
try what experience you have thereof.

1. What experience have you of the fanclifying dif

coveries of the gofpel ? Some difcoveries are introducto-

ry and preparatory unto, and fome are effective of holi-"

nefs to the deftroying of the ftrength of fin. The m-

troduclory difcoveries are fuch, as give perfons the faith

of the law ; fuch as, conviction from the evidence and

demonftration of the Spirit ; this may be called a gofpel-

difcovery, in fo far as it is by the Spirit promiled in the

gofpel, John xvL 7, 8, 9, If it be afeed here, Does not

the
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the law prepare us for the grace of the gofpel? We reply

;

Not in itfelf, any more than fin and mifery doth : for

the law makes known fin, and leaves a man under

wrath, Rom. iii. 19, 20. The whole revelation of the

remedy, and application thereof both, is by the grace

of the gofpel ; Luke xix. to. Chrijl came tofeek and to

fave that which was loft ; both tofeek, by the revelation

of the gofpel ; and alio tofave, by the application there-

of. Yet thefe introductory difcoveries may be called

gofpel-difcoveries, in refpect of the author, namely, the

ipirit promifed in the gofpel ; and becaufe of their con-

nexion, in the elect, with the faving work that follows,

even though they be not faving in their own nature

;

and therefore, thefe convictions may be called legal, in

refpect of the man's (late, who is the fubject thereof,

he not being yet in Chrifl ; and in refpect of the fubfer-

viency of the law under the influence of the Spirit, for

making thefe difcoveries of the man's fmful and refer-

able (late without this faith of the law, and thefe con-

victions, one will never prize gofpel-grace, which is the

channel wherein true holinefs runs.—But again, fome
gofpel-difcoveries are effective of holinefs, namely, the

difcovery of the glory and fulnefs of Chrift, and of the

glory of the grace of God in him : Holinefs to the Lord,

is the immediate effect thereof, 2 Cor, iii. 18. Beholding,

as in a glafs, the glory of the Lord, we are changed into

thefame image. Now, what know ye of this gofpel-dif-

covery of a God in Chrijl, reconciling the world to htmfelff

If ever Chrifl was revealed in you, the revelation would
be fanctifying and transforming.

2. What experience have you of the fanclifying at-

trading charms of the gofpel ? have you always ifopt

your ears at the voice of the charmer therein ? and, was
you never taken and captivated with the joyful found ?

or, have you been allured with the charms, and drawn
by the attractives thereof? What thefe attractives are,

you fee, Hofea xi. 4. Jer. xxxi. 3. John xii. 32. The
bands of love ; the divine loving-kindnefs ; and all in and

through a crucified Chrifl, lifted upon the crofs, on the

throne, and on the gofuUpole. Thefe gofpel-attractiveS

Vol. V.
"

X are
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are of fuch a fan&ifying nature, and fo contributive to

the ftrength of holinefs,. that they natively conflrain the

believer thereunto, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. This love of God
to the finner, begets love in the finner to God ; We love

him, becaufe hefirft loved us : and love to God is the very

heart of holinefs ; Love is the fulfilling of the law ; and

therefore, the more love, the more holinefs.

3. What experience have of the fanclifying attire of

the gofpel ? for the gofpel-garment contributes to the

ftrength of holinefs. There is a twofold gofpel-garment

;

the one is an unchangeable, and the other a changeable

one : the unchangeable gofpel-garment is the imputed

righteoufnefs of Chrift, which, when it is put on by faith,

the foul is faid to be clothed with the fun , Rev. xii. 1.

;

and it is fuch an unchangeable robe, that it is never

taken off the back of thefe that are once clothed with it,

but they remain always fair and perfectly righteous in

the fight of God. It is true, this may be called, and

is, indeed, their justifying attire; and yet I call it fanc-

tifying alfo ; becaufe, as juftification is a root and caufe

of fancYification, fo it is this righteoufnefs of Chrift that

purchafed holinefs, and confequently brings its purchafe

ftill along with it : and hence the faith of this righteouf-

nefs works by love^ and fo producing holinefs of heart and

way.—The changeable gofpel-garment is the imparted

righteoufnefs of Chrift; that is, holinefs itfelf: I call it

changeable, like the moon ; not becaufe the foul that is

clothed with it is ever altogether naked or denuded of

it again, but becaufe of the various degrees it admits of;

fometimes more and fometimes lefs, and the changes

from better to worfe, and from worfe to better therein,

according to the meafure of the communication of the

Spirit, and according to the need of the new creature,

Ifa. xl. 31. "They that wait on the Lordfhall renew their

ftrength ; they mail change their ftrength, as I former-

ly noticed, the word imports : like a man changing his

clothes, having feverai fuits conform to his occafions :

a garment for working, and a garment for walking a-

broad withal ; a garment for night, and a garment for

day ; one for the week-day, and another for the Sab-

bath : he hath changes of raiment ; fo the believer hath

changes
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changes of flrength : if he need to walk, he has walk-

ing flrength ; if to run, running flrength ; if to flee,

flying flrength is communicate : for fo it follows, They

that wait on the Lord/hall renezv theirflrength ; they fhall

mount up with wings as eagles', they [hall run and not weary,

and walk and not faint, Examine your experience

with refped to this twofold robe : do you know the

fan&ifying influence of the juftifying righteoufnefs of

Chrifl? If you be delivered from the law as it is the

flrength of fin, you have fometime or other experienced,

that the juftifying righteoufnefs of Chrifl hath a fan&ify-

ing effect ; and this it hath, when the fenfe of pardon-

ing mercy melts the heart for fin ; when the faith of for-

givenefs draws forth heart-lothing of fin, and heart-love

to holinefs ; and when the apprehenfion of the mercy,

love, and grace of God, quickens the foul to a lively

performance of duty, and enlarges the heart to run the

way of God*s commandments,

4. What experience have you of the fanclifying pro-

mifes of the gofpel ? That they contribute to the flrength

of holinefs, is evident from 2 Cor. vii. 1. 2 Pet. i. 4.

Was ever a promife applied with power and majefly to

your heart ? If fo, then, what effect had it ? Did you
not fee your own hellifh nature, even to felf-abhorrence ?

and, was not the defire of your foul after the participa-

tion of the divine nature, excited to fuch a degree, that,

perhaps, you could have wifhed rather to die, than not

to be holy ; and your breathing was, O to be holy

!

O to be like unto Chrifl ! O to have all heart-plagues

healed, and all fpiritual maladies cured.

5. What experience have you of the fanclifying prin-

ciples, truths, tenets, and doclrines of the gofpel ? Te
Jhall know the truth, fays Chrifl, and the truth fhall make
you free ; free from the ruling power of fin; free from
the bondage of the law ; at liberty to ferve the Lord

;

free from that flavery to fin and Satan, that the refl of

the world are under, who want the true knowledge of

the fanclifying principles and doctrines of the gofpel,

Eph. iv. 19, 20, 21. ; where we fee, that the knowledge
of the gofpel directs to another courfe than the world

X 2 take;
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take ; fome are altogether ignorant of the fancYifying

principles of the gofpel, others have a head-knowledge

and notion of fome gofpel-principles, but no fanedifying

knowledge thereof; thefe abufe the grace of God to

licentioufnefs. But, what experience have you of the

power of gofpel-truth, and the fanclifying virtue of gof-

pel-doclrine ? If the grace of God has taught you nothing

but loofenefs, you have no true knowledge of it ; for it

teaches otherwife, Titus ii. 12. Did never the doclrine

of ChrljVs death and refurreclion, as the Lord our righ-

teottfnefs, tend to beget you to a new and lively hope f

Did you never feel the power of that doctrine for killing

fin ? Examine your experience by that of Paul, who de-

iired to know more and more of Chrift, and the power of

his refurreclion. Phil. iii. 10. compared with 1 Pet. i. 3.

6. What experience have you of the fanclif
ying privi-

leges of the gofpel ? Gofpehprivileges, enjoyed by be-

lievers, are the foundation of gofpel-holinefs. By the

law of works, obedience was firft to take place, and then

privileges ; but by the gofpel of grace, privileges firfl

come in, and thereupon obedience influenced thereby.

Have you experienced gofpel-joys and comforts in the

Lord, infomuch that thejoy of the Lord was yourflrengthf

Gofpel-confolation is a great furtherance of gofpel-fanc-

tiflcation. Have you ever experienced a gofpel-day ; I

mean, not a day of preaching only, but a day of power?
Why then, furely willingnefs to ferve the Lord in holi-

nefs was wrought ; Thy people jhall be willing in the day

of thy power.—But not to enlarge this ufe further, I

come to clofe with a word, by way of exhortation.

And our exhortation mall be firft to unbelievers, that

are under the law, and fo under the commanding and con-

demningfirength offin. Oh ! Sirs, do not Hay there ;

for it is a fearful flate, to be under the law, and under

the power of fin : if you die in that (late, you mud bear

the weight of your (ins for ever ; and, how dreadful

will it be, when God fhall open the treafures of his

wrath, and ihut the bowels of his mercy for ever upon
you ! O unbelievers ! fee the neceffity of fleeing to

Chriil and his righteoufnefs : think not to pleafe God
by
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by your own feeble endeavours ; there is but one way
in all the world to get from under the law-curfe, and

{'o from under fin's ruining power, and that is, to get

in to Chrifl, who hath fulfilled, and is the e?id of the

law for righteoufnefs to every one that believcth. Where
there is but one way, there is no room for confultation :

were there many ways to heaven, you might confult

which to take ; but there is only one, Chrift the way,

the truth, and the life ; there remains no more facrifice

for fin. If a man were fallen into a great pit, full of

makes, and ferpents, and fire, and all that can be ima-

gined terrible and dreadful ; and there comes one, and
calls a rop into this deep pit ; will there be need of ar-

guments to perfuade the man to take hold of it ? He
is in a miferable cafe, and there is no other way to help

him : even fo here, you are in a pit full of makes, and
ferpents, and fire, the power of Satan, the fling of fin,

the fire of God's wrath
;
you are in a manner in hell

already ; and God has fent his Son, with a law-biding

righteoufnefs in him ; he lets down this rope, that poor

periihing finners may lay hold upon it : what will you
do in this cafe ? wr

ill you put ofF time, faying, What ftmll

I do? when there is no other way left for you, but to

come to Chrift, as the Lord your righteoufnefs. Alas [

{land not trifling and dallying till they go to the devil

in hell, as many do. Will you take advifement till the

next year, when, for ought you know, you may be in

hell the next hour ? Are you brought to that queftion,

What jhall I do to be favedf There is no other anfwer

in the world to be given to it, but this one, Believe in

the Lord Jefus Chrifl , and you Jhall befaved ; defpair of

life by the law, as you would not live under the ruling,

and die under the damning flrength of fin : but repair

to the gofpel, by applying the promife thereof; for their

is exhibite to you the faving ftrength of Chrifl. Give
up with the old covenant of works ; for their fin reigns,

through want of righteoufnefs, to eternal death : but

take hold of the new covenant of promife ; for there

grace reigns, through righteoufnefs, unto eternal life, by

Jefus Chrifl our Lord, Rom. v. 21. Be content not to

think of paying a farthing of your own debt to the law,

and
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and to be obliged to Chrift for paying it all for you.
To believe in Chrift, is to come out from under the
law, that you may be under grace : and to come under
grace, is to be fubject to it, fo as to be content to be in

grace's debt, and that grace do all for you and in you,
and that grace be glorified in you, and Chrift glorified

in grace, and God glorified in Chrift. May the power
of grace perfuade you to flee to Chrift, and out from
under the law, which is the ftrength of fin.- 1 might
here adduce manifold motives and directions ; but, re-

ferring you to other parallel fubje&s, and having en-
larged fo much beyond my intent in the preceding
parts of this difcourfe, I haften to a conclufion. There-
fore,

idly, I would offer a fhort word of exhortation to be-

lievers, that are not under the law, and fo are delivered

from the ftrength offin. O let it be your care to ftudy

conformity to the law as a rule of life, fmce you are

gracioufly delivered from it as a covenant of life : give

evidence, that being delivered from the law, you are

delivered from the ftrength of fin : make off the power
and dominion of it

; you are under ftronger obligations

to mortify fin than any in the world
;

yea, than Adam
in a ftate of innocency ; for you are not under the law
that he was under, but under grace ; and grace hath

brought you to poffefs a more glorious and honourable
righteoufnefs than ever Adam could have yielded,

though he had never violate the covenant of works.

Grace gives you more encouragement to obey the law,

as a rule, than ever Adam had to obey it, as a cove-

nant. You have fuch grace as Adam never had in that

flate, even grace in a better hand, where it can never

be loft. Adam never had a tittle to life by the cove-

nant of works, becaufe he failed in the condition : but

you have a title to life, and the condition alfo in your

Head : Will you fin, becaufe you are under grace f God
forbid. Will you turn loofe, and carnal, and formal,

becaufe you are not under the law, but under grace f

God forbid. Will you hate God, becaufe he loves

you ? Oh ! monftrous ingratitude ! Becaufe God has

a regard for your happinefs, will you have no regard

to
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to his honour ? Becaufe he is gracious, will you be un-

grateful ? Alas ! tell it not in Gath !—Has grace juflifi-

ed you, and will you not evidence your ju unification by
your fan&ification ?—Has grace adopted you, and will

you not be followers ofGod as dear children?—Has grace

given you the hope of glory, and will you not, having

this hope, purify yourfelf even as he is puref— Has grace

given you all the promifes, and will you not, having

thefe promifes, cleanfe your

J

(elves from all fithin e/s of the

flefh andfpirit, perfeSling holinefs in the fear of God f—
O give evidence that you are not under the law, which
is the flrength of fin ; but under grace, which is the

flrength of holinefs. If you be under grace, furely

you will have a regard to the glory of God, and to the

credit of grace, that the gofpel of grace be not reproach-

ed as an Antinomian doctrine of licentioufnefs. We
call you to mortify fin, and fludy holinefs and confor-

mity to the law, as a rule of life, as you have a regard

to the love and grace of God, and to your own peace

and comfor t ; for, Great peace have they that love his

law : as you have a regard to the welfare of others, and
their conviction and converfion ; and as you have a re-

gard to your family and poflerity, and would ential a
blefling on following generations, and leave a bleffing

behind you. In a word, it is by your holinefs of heart

and life, that the power of grace is feen, the truth of
grace is tried, the beauty of grace is difcovered, and
the comfort of grace is felt, as I noticed on a former
occafion. The power of grace will not be feen, if you
be not holy, and if it be not fo powerful, as to make
the hardeft command eafy to you : The truth of grace
will not be evident to you, if you be not holy ; for fin

will cafl a cloud over it : The beauty of grace will not
appear to others, if you be not holy ; they will fay,

You are jufl like neighbour and other, if you do not

Jhow yourfaith by your works : The comfort of grace will

not accrue to you, if you be not holy ; it is they that

walk in the fear of the Lord, that walk in the comforts

of the Holy Ghoft. The fweets of religion, and the

exercife of it go together. Go therefore in the flrength

of grace, leaning upon vour Beloved, fetting the flrength

of
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of Chrifl:, who is the Lord your righteoufnefs, againft

the ftrength of fin, which is the law. The more firm

and fixed that a man's faith is, with refpedt to Chrift,

as the end of the law for righteoufnefs , the more faft will

he follow the Lord in the works of holinefs ; for the

true believer hath two feet, as I have formerly faid elfe-

where, like the feet of a pair of compaffes, the one foot

{lands fad in the centre, and the other draws the line,

and goes round ; now, if the foot that is in the centre

do not (land firm and fixed, if it move out of its place

while the line is a drawing, then the other foot can ne-

ver make an exact circle : fo here, the believer hath

two feet, the one is the affured faith of juftifying grace,

this mould be flill firmly fixed in its centre Chrift, the

Lord our righteoufnefs ; the other foot is gofpel-obedi-

ence, and a holy walk influenced by faith, and this

fhould be always moving about in the work of the Lord,

and running its holy round of fpiritual duties : now, if

one foot, namely, the faith of juftifying grace, be not

fixed, and firmly eftablifhed in its centre, then the o-

ther foot, namely, that of obedience, cannot perform

its motion with any exaclnefs. While a believer is fix-

ed in the faith of God's grace and love, then this love

conftrains him to obedience ; but when his faith begins

to waver and totter, and he begins to jealoufe the Lord's

love, and to deny his grace, then he lofes his heart,

and ftrength, and courage ; and fo, by an evil heart of

unbelief, departs from the living God. O then, feek to

be firmly fixed in the faith of divine grace, and in the

full aflurance of your privilege, that you are not under

the law, but under grace; then fhall you be able to mor-

tify fin with fuccefs. And, feeing the moil thankful

believer is the moil: obedient, enteitain ftill a thankful

rememberance of your merciful deliverance from the

law, and let the apoftle's long of victory in the text be

much in your hearts and mouth's, O death, where is thy

fling f O grave, where is thy victory? The fling of death

is fitty and the ftrength of fin is the law : but thanks be to

God, which giveth us the viftcry. through our Lord Jefis

Chrift.
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SERMON LXXIX.

God's great Name, the ground and
reafon of laving great Sinners. *

Psal. cvi. 8.

Neverthelefs, hefaved them for his name's fake.

MY friends, the facramental cup that fome of you
have in view, is a cup of falvation ; and thofe that

adventure to take that cup into their hand, had need to

be perfons duly informed, and heartily concerned about

falvation. The very firfh piece of heart-exercife in all that

are effectually convinced and awakened to a fenfe of fin

and fear of wrath, is that or the like queftion, ariling

from the bottom of the heart ; Men and brethren, what
fhall I do to befaved f Surely they are not fit for a com-
munion-table, who have never yet come this length in

religion, fo as to be more concerned about falvation,

and the refolution of this queftion, than ever they were

about any temporal concern in the world ; for fuch as

(land fair to be worthy communicants, they have come
yet a greater length than this, namely, to get that quef-

tion refolved to their fatisfaclion, and their minds fpiri-

tually enlightened in the knowledge of the method of

falvation through Chrift, fo as to fee upon what terms,

and for what reafon it is that God faves them ; and par-

ticularly, that there is no reafon why he mould lave

them, unlefs he bring the reafon from himfelf, that it

* This fubjeft wasfinifhed in one fermon, preached atCarnocfc,

July 18th, 1730. before the adminiftration of the facrament of

the Lord's flipper. It hmh undergone fix editions.

Voi. V. Y wiH
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will not be for their fake, but for his own. God's

great end, in all his works, is the glory of his own
name ; and efpecially his work of faving finners through

Chrift : and that which makes it a great work, is, be-

caufe his great name is fo much concerned therein, and

magnified thereby, that it is not fo greatly glorified any

other way as it is here. God propofes, in this work,

that the loftinefs of man Jhould be brought down, and the

Lord alone exalted ; and hence all whom he faves, he

humbles them fo low for their fin and wickednefs, as

that to bring them to this acknowledgement, that, if

even God fave them, it will be owing, not unto them,

not unto them, but unto his own glorious name. What
thought and concern about falvation ye have, I know
not ; but if ye be of thefe that believe, to the faving of

your foul, you will fee fo much of your own finfulnefs

and guiltinefs before God, that you will be brought to

defpair of falvation in any other way, and upon any o-

ther account, than that which was his method of faving

Ifrael of old ; Neverthelefs, hefaved them for his name's

fake.

How this people fmned we are told in the two pre-

ceding verfes ; and how God faved them, we are told

here in the text ; Neverthelefs, he faved them for his

name's fake. The more full hiflory of their fmning, even

in the extremity of danger they were in, and of God's

faving them at the Red-fea, ye have Exod. xiv. through-

out. And concerning this wonderful falvation, there

are four things ye may notice in the words.

i. We have a glorious Saviour in the pronoun, He,

namely, Jehovah, the great God, our Saviour Jefus

Chrift, the Angel of the covenant, that appeared to

Mofes in the bum, and delivered Ifrael by the hand of

Mofes. He is the Saviour ; even he that fays, Look

unto me, and befaved, all ye ends of the earth ; for I am

God, and there is none elfe.

2. The grievousfinners whom he faved, in the word,

them; hefaved them, namely, the Israelites, his pro*

fefling people, when they were in great peril, having

the Red-fea before them, the rude enemy behind them,

and inaccefTible mountains on each fide of them : in the

greatefl
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greateft extremity, and yet afinful people ; finning againft

God even in that extremity
;

yet, hefaved them.

3. The great argument that moved him to fave them,

or upon what account he thus appeared ; it was, for his

name'sfake ; that is, for his own fake, as Hezekiah prays

to be faved from Sennacherib, Ifa. xxxvii. 20. That all

the kingdoms of tl>e earth may know, that thou art the

Lord, even thou only : or, for thy name's fake ; that is,

for thy glory's fake, Pfal. lxxix. 9. Help us, God of
our falvation, for the glory of thy name ; and deliver us,

and purge away our fins, for thy name's fake : That is,

alfo for thy mercy's fake, for thy goodnefs fake ; or, be-

caufe they were called by his name ; this is urged, Jer.

xiv. 9.

—

Thou, Lord, art in the midjl of us, and we are

called by thy name, leave us not.

4. The marvellous nature and circumflance of this fal-

vation, in the word, Neverthelefs ; the glory of divine

mercy is herein magnified, that he faved them for his

name's fake, with a non obftante, with a neverthelefs

;

that is, notwithflanding all their fin, though their fin

cried to God, not to fave them, but to damn them

;

not to help them, but to deflroy them ; Neverthelefs, he

faved them for his name's fake, notwitftanding their pro-

vocations.

Observ. That when God favesjinners, or a finfulpeo-

ple, he does itfor his name's sake, notwithflanding

their provocation, whereby they forfeit his help, and
deferve dejlruclion.

I ftidMfirfl premife fome general pofitions for clearing

the text and doctrine. Secondly, Illuftrate the truth of

the doctrine from fome parallel texts of fcripture.

1/?, I mail premife fome general pofitions for clearing

the text and doctrine.

Firfl pofition. " That the falvation and temporal de-

liverance that God, for his name's fake, wrought for

Ifrael of old, in bringing them out of Egypt through the

Red-fea to Canaan, was typical of the great falvation

from fin and wrath, to eternal life, thro' Jefus Chrift ;"

which fpiritual and eternal falvation this text itfelf leads

me to fpeak of, not excluding the temporal deliverance,

Y 2 re-
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remarkable appearances of divine providence, for the

vifible church in general. As IfraePs fin and provoca-

tion, and the judgments that came on them for the fame,

was our example and warning-piece, i Cor. x. 6. ; and
great deftrucYions happenedfor enfamples and types, ver,

II.; And written for our admonition , upon whom the ends

of the world are come : fo the great deliverances God
wrought for them, were types of the great falvation

that God works for fmners, through Jefus Chrift, to

the praife of the glory of his grace j or, For his name's

fake.

Second Pojition. " Many unconverted perfons, in the

vifible church, may be delivered from temporal judg-

ments, and faved of God only in outward refpects, and
that for his name'sfake; fo doubtlefs, many unconverted

perfons were among the Ifraelites
;

yea, moil of them
gave difcoveries that they were fo." They forfeited

his help in many refpe&s
;

yet he faved them in many
refpecls, For his name's fake. See Ezek. xxxvi. 22, 23.

Thus faith the Lord, I do not this foryour fakes, O houfe

oflfrael; butfor my holy name's fake:—Notfor your fakes

do I this, faith the Lord God; be it known unto you.

Their flavery was fo great, that it opened the mouth of

the heathen, as if the God of Ifrael were no God ; there-

fore God, for his name's fake, helped them. See alfo

Deut. ix. 5. Ifrael was bad enough, but the heathen

were no better, but rather worfe ; therefore, for his

name's fake, he appeared. Many whom God will not

be merciful to in the world, may yet, for his name's

fake, be delivered in time.

Third Po/ition. " Gracious fouls do too much forfeit

God's help in time of danger, and deferve to be forfak-

en of God, and expofed to mifery
;

yet, for his name's

fake, he faved them :" this is their acknowledgment,
as you fee in Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 10. I am not worthy of
the leafl of all thy mercies. Even fo does the church ac-

knowledge, Ezra ix. 8, 13. and Lam. iii. 22. // is of
the Lord's mercy that we are not confumed. And again,

Fourth Pojition. " God may punifh his people dole-

fully, whom yet, for his name's fake, he will not de-

flroy
j

M
as in thefe inftances juft now recited. See Jer.

XXX. IC.
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xxx. 10. God may punifh his people for their fin fe-

verely, whom yet he "will fave eternally, for his name's

fake ; yea, and punifh them more than others, Amos
iv. 6,— 13. and hi. 2. You only have I'known of all the

families of the earth ; therefore I will punifh you for all

your iniquities. Thofe whom, for bis name's fake, he
faved from fin to eternity, he will make them feel it to

be an evil and bitter thing in time.

Fifth Pofition is, " God may fave a vifible church, in

many outward refpects, for the fake of his name, which
he refolves to magnify, efpecially, in behalf of his invi-

fible remnant among them, his hidden ones ;" Ifa. i. ic.

Except the Lord of ho/Is had left unto us a very fmall rem-

nant, we (hould have been as Sodom, and we fhould have

been like unto Gomorrah. Many are faved with a tempo-
ral falvation, for the fake of thofe whom God refolves,

for his name's fake, to fave with eternal falvation. Hence
it is faid, with refpect to the day of outward calamity,

that, for the elecl's fake, thefe days Jhall be Jhortened*

The wicked are more obliged to God's people than they

are aware of. Hence,
Sixth Pofition is, " That that falvation, wherein God's

name is mod concerned, is falvation in Chrifl Jefus to

eternal life ;" wherein he brings fmners from darknefs

to light, and from the power of Satan unto God ; from
death to life ; from a hell of fin and mifery to a heaven
of holinefs and happinefs. Having propofed thefe

things ihortly for clearing the text and doctrine in the

general ; before I proceed to the particular parts there-

of, Ifhall,

idly, Prove the doclrine by fcripture inftances ; Ezek.
xx. 8, 9. Read 1 Sam. xii. 22. Ifa. xlviii. 22, 25.
Confider, for this purpofe, God's promifes ; fuch as,

Ifa. xlviii. 8, 9, 11. His people's prayers; fuch as,

Jer. xiv. 7. But an induction of particulars, to this

purpofe, may afterwards occur for the confirmation.

Now having premifed fome things, and confirmed
the doclrine, the method may be as follows,

I. To enquire what is that name of God, for the fake

of which he faves.

II. What
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II. What it is for God to fave for his name's fake.

III. Whatfahation he works for his name's fake.

IV. What is imported in this neverthelefs ; or, in

God's faving with a notwith(landing ; and fo over

what impediments, real provocations, and feeming
impofiibility he brings about this falvation for his

name's fake.

V. Offer fome reafons why he thus faves for his name's
fake.

VI. Deduce fome inferences from the whole for the

application.

I. I am to enquire what is the name of God, for the

fake of which he faves. And,
1

.

By the name of God we may underftand his Be-

ing, or God himfelf ; Deut. xxviii. 58. That thou mayejl

fear this glorious and dreadful name. The Lord thy
God. Our Lord Jefus commands his apoftles, to go

and teach, [or, discipline] all nations, baptizing them

in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, Matth.

xxviii. 19. Whatever then is intended by the name of

God, each of the adorable perfons of the glorious Tri-

nity, are equally concerned therein. It is a name com-
mon to them all ; and in this fenfe they have not diftin£t

or diverfe names ; for it is not fimply the name Father,

and the name Son, and the name Holy Ghoft that is

intended, but the name of God, Father, Son, and Ho-
ly Ghoft, one God. By the name of God then, is

meant God himfelf; and to fave, for his name'sfake, is

to fave for his own fake, as he fays, Ifa. xliii. 20. /, e-

ven I am he that hlotteth out thy tranfgrejfions, for mine

own fake. We find the names of things taken for the

things themfelves \ A few names in Sardis ; that is, a

few perfons.

2. By the name of God, we may underftand the au-

thority of God ; that is, his abfolute right and power to

do what he pleafes with his own creatures. He hath

right to order, and power to execute, whatfoever he

will concerning them ; My counfelJhalljland, and I will

do all my pleafure, Ifa. xlvi. 10. j fo that when he faves,

for
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for his name's fake, he faves for the fake of his fovereign

will and pleafure, and for manifefting his own abfolute

authority ; his right and might to effectuate what he
pleafes.

3. By the name of God, we may underftand the

Chri/i of God; for in our Lord Jefus Chrift is the whole
name and authority of God ; Exod. xxiii. 21. Beware

of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will

not pardon your tranfgrefforts ; for my name is in him.

But in cafe any mould think, Is it not a part of God's
name, that he pardons iniquity , tranfgrejfion, and fin t

Why then is it faid of Chrift, He will not pardon your /-

viquity, for my name is in him f I anfwer, The pardon
here is not a pardon that refpe&s condemnation, and
freedom from hell ; but, caftigation, as a father is faid

to pardon a child, when he will not fpare the rod, nor
forbear to chajlen : thus he will not pardon your iniqui-

ty, without taking vengeance on your inventions
; for

my name is in him ; i. e. my authority is in him. Chrift

is the very name of God ; and when he pardons, for
his name's fake, he pardons for his Chrift's fake : thus
the Old-Teftament faints, as they ufed to pray to be
faved of God, for his name

9

s fake, fo they fometime pray
for his word's fake, 1 Sam. vii. 21. \ that is, for Chrift's

fake, the Word that was made flejh ; for the fame prayer
is rendered for thy Servants fake, 1 Chron. xvii. 19.
To this purpofe, Pfalm Ixxxiv. 9. David's prayer is,

Behold, O God, our Shield ; look upon the face of thine

Anointed : And Daniel's prayer is, for the Lord'sfake,
Dan. ix. 17. And, O but God hath done much, and
will do much for Chrift ; becaufe his name is in him, and
in him he is well-pleafed and reconciled.

4. By the name of God we are to underftand, the at-

tributes of God. I fhall mention fome of thefe.

(1.) His power is his name, and for the fake of that

he faves, as in the text ; He faved them for his name's

fake, that he might make his mighty power known. Com-
pare Exod. xix. 16. and Rom. ix. 17. For this caufe

God raifed up Pharoah, that he might fhew his mighty

power in hi?n
t

that his name might be declared throughout

all the earth, even his mighty power in faving of Ifrael out

»f
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of bis hand. This argument Mofes makes ufe of to di-

vert God's threatened wrath, Numb. xiv. 15, 16. This
is the name God manifefts to Abraham, Gen. xvii. 1.

/ am God Almighty ; walk before me, and be thou perfecl.

And the three children, Dan. iii. 17. have recourfe to

this name ; Our God whom we ferve, is able to deliver us

from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us. If

there be any thing that ftands in the way of the ac-

complifhment of his promifes, he is able to remove it

;

fo Abraham's faith fixed here, Rom. iv. 21. Being thus

ferfuaded, that he that had promtfed, was able alfo to per-

form. When God faves/^r his name9
s fake, it is for the

fake of his power, to fhew, That he is able to do above

all that we are able to afk or think ; that he is able to do
above our wants, above our deferts, above our prayers,

and above our thoughts : we cannot want more than he
can give ; we cannot pray for fo much as he can beflow

;

we aire not able to think what he can do. God's power
is a part of his name, that faith may take hold of for

falvation, and flee unto, even when there is no explicite

view of his will ; thus faith the leper, Jf thou wilt, thou

canfl make me clean. I cannot tell if he will help me, a

foul may fay, but I know he is able, and I am called to

truft in his powerful name, and to take hold of his

ftrength, Ifa. xxvi. 24. chap, xxvii. 5. While you can

do no better, it is good to truft in his power, and put

his will in his own discretion, and refer that to himfelf
\

that foul is not far behind.

(2.) His mercy is another part of his name : when he

faves, for his name'*s fake, he faves for his mercy's fake;

Who is a God like unjo thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and

pafeth by the tranfgrejfion of the remnant of his heritage?

He retaineth not his anger for ever, becaufe he delighteth

in mercy, Micah vii. 18. He is the Lord ; the Lord God
merciful and gracious, Exod. xxxiii. 6. He fo far de-

lights in mercy, that mercy rejoices over judgment, James
ii. 13. Hence the Pfalmift's prayer is, Pfal. vi. 4. Re-

turn, O Lord, deliver my foul for thy mercy*s fake : and

Pfal.lxxix. 8. O remember not againft us former iniquities ;

let thy tender mercy fpeedily prevent us, for we are brought

very low : and ver. 9, Help, Q God of our falvation, for

the
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1

the glory of thy name ; deliver us, and purge away our

fins, for thy name^s fake. David had fainted, unlefs he

had believed to fee the goodnefs of the Lord, Pfal. xxvii*

13. Out of a fenfe of mifery, we ought to go to the

fountain of mercy, and fo look to be faved for his

name's fake,

(3.) His wifdom is another part of his name : "The

Lord is a God of knowledge, by him a&'ions are weighed,

I Sam. ii. 3. : Yea, his under/landing is infinite. The
pfalmift takes up the wifdom of God as his name, and
for the fake thereof feeks to be led and guided ; For

thy name's fake lead me and guide me, Pfal. xxxi. 3.

God, in faving fmners, through Chrift, has fuch a re-

gard to his name, as a God of infinite wifdom, that in

this method of falvation, the manifold wifdom of God is

Jhown, Eph. iii. 10.

(4.) His truth and faithfulnefs is another part of his

name, for the fake of which he faves and fhews mercy

;

his mercies are new every morning: great is thy faithful-

nefs, Lam. iii. 3. It is declared to be one of the capi-

tal letters of his name, Exod. xxxiv. 6. Abundant in

goodnefs and truth : and hence, how often did God re-

member, toward Ifrael, his promife to Abraham, Ifaac,

and Jacob, notwithstanding their fin ? Read Pfal. cv. 8,

9, 10. 2 Kings xiii. 23. And, O what will not God
do for his truth's fake, for his promife's fake ! for, he

is not man that he Jhould lye. He that, for his mercy's

fake, makes the promife, will, for his truth's fake ac-

complifh it ; Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and

the mercy to .Abraham, which thou haft fworn unto our fa-
thers from the days of'old\ Micah vii. 20. In faving Tin-

ners, through Chrift, his truth is exceedingly manifeft-

ed : his truth in fulfilling the threatening of the law up-

on the Surety, in the room of the finner ; his truth in

fulfilling the promifes of the gofpel, that are all Tea and
Amen in Chrift ; his truth and faithfulnefs in fulfilling

the promife made to Chrift in the eternal compact

;

which may be part of the meaning of that word, Rom.
iii. 25. To declare his righteoufnefs for the remijfion of
(in, through that propitiation : when God forgives fin

through his blood, he declares his righteoufnefs and
Vol. V. Z faith-
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faithfulnefs in his promife made to Chrift, with refer-

ence to his feeing his feed, upon his giving his foul an

offeringforJin, Ifa. liii. 10.

(5.) His jaftice is another part of his name, for the

fake of which he faves, and works falvation. The juf-

tice of God may be viewed as either retributive or vin-

dictive : Retributive juftice is that for the fake of which

he faves either more generally, or in a more fpecial

way : In a general way, even fome wicked fmners in

the vifible church may be unjuftly oppreffed by their

enemies that are more wicked than they, as Ifrael was

by the Egyptians ; therefore God righteoufly took ven-

geance on them, and delivered Ifrael. In afpecial way
it may be viewed in the faints themfelves, who are

fmners
;

yet, becaufe objects of promifed mercy in

Chrift Jefus, therefore he faves and delivers for his

righteoufnefs and juftice' fake
;

Quicken me, O Lord,

for thy name*s fake : fir thy righteoufnefs fake bring my

foul out of trouble, Pfal. cxliii. 11. Thus he is faid to

uphold his people with the right-hand of his righteoufnefs,

Ifal. xli. io.- -His vindictive juftice is alfo that for the

fake whereof he faves, upon the fuppofition of its hav-

ing got full fatisfacYion ; and fo we ordinarily under-

Hand, Rom. hi. 25. Whom God hath fet forth to be a

propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righte-

oufnefs, for the remifjion of the fins that are paft, through

the forbearance of God. It is ordinary for people to feek

to be faved for his mercy's fake ; but believing views

of juftice fatisfied, and God reconciled in Chrift, would

make the foul as freely and boldly feek to be faved for

juftice's fake in and through Chrift the atonement, in

whom that name of God, Juftice, hath more glorious

fatisfaclion than ever it will have in the damnation of

fmners. This is exprefsly God's name, Exod. xxxiv,

7. Keeping mercy jor thoufands, forgiving iniquity, tranf-

grejfion, and fin, and that will by no means clear the guilty

;

that is, in difpenfmg mercy, he will be fo far from dif-

penfing with juftice, that, by no means, will he mew
mercy in pardoning fin to the fmner, without the high-

eft refpecl: to juftice in punifhing fin in the Surety, in

whom his vindictive juftice, taking vengeance on fin, is

fo
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fo cleared and vindicated, that when he pardons fin,

through Chrift, he is as juft in pardoning fin as he is

merciful in doing fo ; for he has fo ordained it, to the

glory of his great name, that he might be juft, and the

juftifier of them that believe in Jefus.

(6.) His holinefs is a part of his name, for the fake of

which he faves. This is declared to be his name, Exod.
xv. 11. Who is like unto thee, glorious in holinefs. Ifa.

lvii. 1 5. The high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity,

whofe name is holy. For the fake of this he pities and
faves, Ezek. xxxvi. 21. But I had -pity, for my holy

name's fake, which the houfe of Jfrael had profaned among

the heathen : hence read, ver. 22. I do not this for your

fake, but for mine holy name's fake. God, in faving fin-

ners, through Chrift's righteoufnefs, hath his holinefs,

in the precept of the law, as much magnified by the ac-

tive obedience of Chrift, as his juftice in the threatening

of the law is magnified by his paflive obedience.

I might here mention the providence of God as a part

of his name, his watchful care over his people ; For the

eyes of the Lord run to andfro, to fhew himfelffirong in

their behalf, 2 Chron. xvi. 9. He rules and over-rules

all for their good.— 1 might mention his titles, whereby
he is defigned ; fuch as, The Lord of hofls ; the mighty

God: the King of kings.—And I might likewife notice

his word, which he is faid to magnify above all his name.

—But, in a word, as the name is that by which any
thing or perfon is known ; fo the name ofGod is the very

thing whereby he makes himfelfknown ; whether it be in his

titles, attributes, ordinances, words, or works. He hath made
himfelfknown by his work ofcreation and providence; but

a thoufand times more clearly in the work of redemption

and falvation ; herein appear, not only thofe attributes

that mine in creation and providence, but alfo fome per-

fection of the divine nature, that would not have been
difplayed, in cafe the firft covenant had flood ; fuch as

the infinite mercy and patience of God toward guilty fin-

ners : nor fuch a pitch of condefcenfion as he hath here

difcovered; nay, nor any other attribute had fhined

forth in fuch luftre and beauty as here it doth : there-

fore, while Satan thought to have deleted the name of

Z 2 God
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God, that he wrote upon the creature at firft, behold
how infinite wifdom counteracts him, and makes that

the occafion of making his name more known than be-

fore. Thefe attributes of God, therefore, that are dif-

played in the new covenant of grace, and exerted in the

falvation of fmners according to that covenant, Is that

name of God that is principally here to be confidered.

II. The fecond thing was, To mew, what it is for

God to save, for his name'*sfake ; or, for the fake of

his name. Having cleared what his name is: What is

it, I fay, for God to save, for his name'sfake f

In general, befide what has been faid, God's faving,

for his name's fake, imports, I think, his making his

name the all of our falvation, becaufe the fmful crea-

ture is nothing, hath nothing, will do nothing, can do
nothing in the affair of his own falvation ; therefore

God himielf will be all, and do all: Ifa. lix. 16. and Ifa.

Ixiii. 5. He looked, and there was none to help : there-

jore his own arm brought falvation. Thus God defigned

to mew himfelf to be all in all.—More particularly,

1. For God to save, for his name's fake, is to make
his name the motive whence he faves. What moved
him to fave any guilty (inner ? It is his name ; his own
mercy moved him ; his own grace moved him ; his own
bowels of pity and compaflion moved him ; his own love

moved him ; his own name moved him : God fo loved

the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
foever believeth in him, Jhould not ferifh, but have ever-

lofting life,

2. For God to save, for his name'sfake, is to make
his name the reafon why he faves. Though his name be
the motive, yet fome may think there is furely fome rea-

fon drawn from the creature : Arminians fay, that it

was the forefight offaith andgood works, that he forefaw
fome would be better than others, and improve the means
better ; and for this reafon he would fave them : but the

word of God fays otherwife, Deut. vii. 7, 8. God loves

finners, becaufe he loves them. His fovereign mercy is

the caufe of his mewing mercy ; / will have mercy on

zvhom I will have mercy, Rom. ix. 1 5.

3. To
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3. To save, for his name's fake, is to make his name
the matter of their falvation, in as much as his name it-

felf is their falvation. His name is their flrong tower
^

Prov. xviii. 10. His name, the eternal God him/elf, is

their refuge, Deut. xxxiii. 27. Infomuch, that whom he
faves, they have not only falvationfrom him, but in him;

Ifrael (hall be faved in the Lord with an everlafling falva-

tion, Ifa. xlv. 17. Chrift, therefore, who calls us to look

to him, and be faved, he himfelf is the falvation of the

fmner. Now mine eyes have jeen thy falvation, faid old

Simeon, Luke ii. 29. Behold thy falvation cometh, fays

God, Ifa. lxii. 11. Chrift is not only the helper, but
the help itfeif ; O Ifrael, thou hafl dejlroyed thyfelf but

in me is thine help, Hof. xiii. 9. See Pfal. xviii. 2. The
Lord is my rock, and my jortrefs, and my deliverer : my
God, my ftrength, in whom I will truft ; my buckler and
the horn of my falvation, and my high tower, lie is fiven

for a covenant of the people, a light to the Gentiles, Ifa.

xlix. 6, 7. Again,

4. To save, for his name's fake, is to make his name
the means of falvation ; and fo it muft be, if his name
itfeif be the all of our falvation. By what means doth

he fave ? It is even by his name : By whom doth Jacob
arife but by the God of Jacob ? By whom are finners fav-

ed, but by the name of God ? by the Chrift of God ?

And there is none other name given under heaven whereby

we muft be faved, Acts iv. 12. No man comes to the Fa-
ther, but by him as the way, by him as the Leader, and
as the name of God.

5. To save, for his name*s fake, is to make his name
the meafure of our falvation : he will, therefore, fave

as far as his name and honour is engaged by promife

to Chrift, or to his people in him ; 1 Kings viii. 56.
Read alfo Jofh. xxi. 45. There failed not ought of any

good thing which the Lord had fpoken unto the houfe of I-

frael ; all came to pafs. Thus God faves his people in

particular cafes, as far as his name, and faithfulnefs,

and truth is concerned ; God is faithful, who will not

fttffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but wi!l>

with the temptation, alfo make a way to efcape, that ye may
be able to bear it, 1 Cor. x. 13.

6. To
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6. To save, for his name's fake, is to make his name
the end of our falvation, even the glory of his name

;

the great end he propofes in faving, is even the praife

of the glory of his grace, Eph. i. 6. The praife of the

glory of his wifdom, power, holinefs, juftice, goodnefs,

and truth. This is the great end of God in his

work of faving finners through Chrift; This peo-

ple have I formed for myfelf they fball fhew forth my

praife , Ifa. xliii. 2.1. Chrift's grand prayer, when he

was accompliihing the work of our falvation and re-

demption, was, Father, glorify thy name. And here let

us ftay a little, and admire the great defign that God
had in hand in faving, for his name's fake. God's chief

end herein being the glory and honour of his name,
What is that ? Why,

(1.) In faving, for his name*s fake, he defigns the

manijeflathn of his name, the declaration of his name,

as it is faid, Rom. iii 25. 'To declare his righteoufnefsfor

the remijjion offins that are paft, through the forbearance

of God; to make known his name in every falvation of

Ifrael, or of his church, his great defign ftill is, that

his name may be known, declared, publifhed, and

proclaimed,

(2.) In faving, for his name's fake, he defigns the vin-

dication of his name His name is abufed and reproach-

ed in the world, which is filled with harfh thoughts of

God, as if he were either unjuft, or unmerciful ; there-

fore, in faving, for his name's fake, he will vindicate his

name, That he may be jiijl when he fpeaks, and clear

-when he judges, Pfal. li. 4. That he may appear to be

not only merciful, in faving; but alfo juft, and the juf-

tifier of them that believe in Jefits : and as juft in faving

believing (inners, that flee to his name, as he is juft in

damning unbelieving impenitent finners.

(3.) In faving, for his name's fake, he defigns, the

exaltation of his name ; / will be exalted among the hea-

then-, I will be exalted in the earth, Pfal. xlvi. 10.

He defigns that the right-hand of the Lord fhould be ex-

alted in doing valiantly, Pfal- cxviii. 16. ; and make men-

tion that his name is exalted, Ifa. xil 4. Therefore will

he be exalted, that he may have mercy on you, Ifa. xxx. 18.

Where-
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Wherefore hath God exalted Chrift to his right-hand,

but that his name may be exalted in him? Win being in the

form of God, thought it no robbery to be equal with God :

that at the name [or, in the name~\ of Jefus, every knee

Jbould bow, of things in heaven, and things in earthy and

things under the earth, Phil. ii. 6, 10. On which ac-

count, God hath highly exalted him to the glory of

God the Father. And wherefore does he fave, and
glorify, and exalt any (inner through Chrift, but that

his name may be glorified and exalted.

(4.) In faving finners, for his name'sfake, he defigns

the pleafure of his name ; that his name mould not on-

ly be exalted but delighted in, becaufe it delights in

fhezuing mercy, through Chrift, Micah vii. 18. We read

of the good pleafure of his will, Eph. i. 5. ; the good plea-

fure ofhisgoodnefs, 1 Thef. i. 11. God being infinitely

well-pleafed in Chrift, he takes pleafure in giving out of
his goodnefs through him ; and he faves to the good
pleafure of his name, and to the contentment of all his

attributes ; to the good pleafure of his goodnefs, the

good pleafure of his grace, the good pleafure of his

holinefs, the good pleafure of his juftice, the good plea-

of his truth and faithfulnefs : all the perfections of God
are well-pleafed ; Mercy and truth are met together,

righteoufnefs and peace have kijfed each other, Pfal. lxxxv.

10.

(5.) In faving finners, for his name*s fake, he defigns

the aggrandizing of his name ; I mean, that his name
fliould not only be glorified and exalted, but magnified
to the higheft, according to the fong of the angel upon
the coming of the Saviour ; Glory to God in the higheft,

6n earth peace, and good-will towards men, Luke ii. 14.

His name is magnified to the higheft in this way of fal-

vation through Chrift. Damnation is but the loweft

way, wherein God is glorified of finners, and it is to

their eternal ruin. Let finners confider this, that they
may not go on in the road to hell, but may fall in love

with that way, wherein God is glorified and magnified
to the higheft. For, herein God is glorified by the

higheft perfon, his eternal Son, in his doing and dying,

and rifing and reigning, and mediating at his right-hand

;

glorified
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glorified in the higheft place, with the higheft praife,

in the higheft manner, and to the higheft degree.

(6.) In faving Tinners, for his name's fake, he defigns,

the eternalizing of his name ; // Jhall be to the Lord for

a name, for an everlafling fign that jhall not be cut off*

Ifa. lv. 13. : that is, that his name may be celebrated

with Halelujahs of praife to all eternity : The glory of
the Lord Jhall endure for ever ; the Lord Jhall rejoice in

his works , Pfal. civ. 31. Thy name, O Lord, endureth

for ever, and thy memorial throughout all generations, Pfal.

cxxxv. 13. Chrift, the Saviour, was fet up from ever-

lafling, that the (inner faved of God in him might praife

him to everlafting : His name fl)all endure for ever ; and

his ranfomedJhall come to Zion with everlafling fongs , fay-

inv, Salvation to our God that fits upon the throne, and to

the Lamb, for ever and ever, Rev. vii. 11, 12.

Quest. What is it in the name of God that he hath fitch

reqard to, when he faves for his name's fake f

Answ. He hath regard to his name in all the parts

of it that I have already mentioned, and in every attri-

bute, infomuch, that no attribute fhall be injured, but

every one of them extolled more than another.— He
alfo hath regard to his name in all the properties and qua-

lities of it.—His name is a glorious name ; and, in faving

finners, through Chrift, he hath regard to the glory of

it ; that it be glorified in the manner I have hinted at.,

—

His name is a great name ; and, in faving finners, thro'

Chrift, he hath regard to the greatnefs of it, by bring-

ing about fuch a great falvation. And, what will he not

dofor his great name?— His name is a holy name ; and

therefore, in faving finners, through Chrift, he hath

a regard to the holinefs of it ; not only in fancYify-

ing all whom he faves, but in faving, by a righteoufnefs,

wherebv his holy law is not cn\y fulfilled, but magnified

and made honourable ; in providing a Saviour of fuch in-

finite dignity, that he cafts a luftre on the law, by his

obedience to it.— His name is a dreadful name ; and

therefore, in faving fmners, through Chrift, he hath

fuch a regard to the dreadfulnefs of it, that his moft

dreadful vengeance lighted upon fin, in the perfon of

the Surety, the Saviour, when he became a facrifice for

fin.
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fin.— His name is ^ precious name; and therefore, in

faving finners, he hath fuch a regard to the manifeiiing

the precioufnefs of it, as to make it appear in the preci-

ous blood of Chrift, which is the price of falvation.

—

His name is a bleffcd name, and he cannot be more
blefled and happy than he is in himfelf

;
yet, to mam-

fed the bleflednefs of his name, he faves Tinners, fo as

to fhow he loves not to be bleft and happy alone, but

will have men to be bleft in him, that all nations may call

him bleffed.— His name is a wonderful name, a myfteri-

ous and unfearchable name; and therefore it is faid,

Ifa. ix, 6. His name fJoall be called, JVondcrful. Angels

have been prying, into this depth fo many thoufand of

years, and yet are not at the bottom of it, but Hill

are prying into the myftery of the gofpel falvation

through Chrift ; and fuch is the regard God hath to

this wonderful name, in faving finners, that every part

of their falvation is a miracle and wonder, manifefting

the wifdom of God in a myftery.— In a word, his name
is an everlafling and unchangeable name ; and it is his re-

gard thereunto that makes him, by the means of his e-

everlafting righteoufnels, bring about this everlafting

falvation.

III. The third thing propofed, in the general method,
was, To mew what salvation he works for his name's

fake. Salvation is either temporal, fpiritual, or eternal;

and though God, for his name'sfake, works many tem-

poral deliverances for his church and people, as you fee

in Ifrael here, verfe 9, 10, 11, 21, 22, 43,45,46. and
all this for his name'sfake : alfo, he faved the church of

Scotland many a time, for his name's fake : he faved us

from Paganifm, for his name's fake, when he firit fent

gofpel light to our land ; he faved us from Popery, for
his name's fake, at the glorious Reformation, which was
here carried on by folemn National Covenants, that

were the glory of our land, whatever contempt is now
put upon them ; he faved us from Prelacy, and arbitrary

power and tyranny, at the merciful Revolution, for Ij:s

name's fake ; and he hath faved us, from time to time,

from many attempts of enemies that were feeking to

Vol. V. A a raze
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raze us to the foundation, as fome are fubtilly doing at

this day, by damnable errors, which ftrike at the foun-

dation of all religion ; 1 mean, efpecially Arian blafphe-

my * : but, whatever church falvation, or temporal

falvation of this fort to a vifible church, God works,

for his name's fake, yet it is that fpiritual and eternal fal-

vation typified by Ifrael's falvation, that the name of

God is moil concerned with and exalted by ; therefore,

I efpecially fpeak of this e-verlajiing falvation in Chrift.

And therefore, if the queilion be, What salvation

of this fort he zvcrks, for his name *s fake f

I anfvuer. There is no part of this great falvation but

the name of God is engraven upon it, as being what he

works, for his name9
s fake, 1 mall offer a few inftances

thereof; from election to glorification, all the parts of

falvation that ly betwixt thefc two words, from everlafl-

ing to everlq/iingi are brought aboutjfer his name's fake,

1. Wherefore did he elect any (inners from eternity?

It was for his name's fake, to (hew his abfolute fovereign-

ty in making vefTels of mercy, of whom he pleafed

;

Sdnd that he might make known the riches of his glory to

them, Rom. ix. 23. He hath chofen us in him, before the

foundation of the world, that zve fhould be holy, and with-

out blame before him in love. Having predeflinated us un-

to the adoption of children by Jefus Chrift, to himfelf ac-

cording to the good pleafure oj his zuill, to the praife of the

glory of his grace, Eph. i. 4, 5, 6.

2. Wherefore did he redeem any fmners by the blood

of his eternal Son ? It wasfor his name*sfake ; Eph. i. 7.

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the for-

givenefs offins, according to the riches of his grace ; where-

in he hath abounded tozuards us in all wifdom and prudence.

The redemption of Ifrael is defigned and ordered for the

glory of the God of Ifrael; Sing, O ye heavens,—for

Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himfelf in Ifrael,

Ifa. xliv. 22.

3. Wherefore doth he call any finners effectually ? It

is for his name's fake : this is illuftrated at large by the

apoftle ; You fee your calling, brethren, how that not many

* The reafon of" this affertion was accounted for, Vol. II. page

466. Vol. IV. p. 148.

wife
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^wife men after the flefh, not many mighty, not many noble

are called : but God hath chofen the foolifh things of this

-world, &c. 1 Cor. i. 26,—31. He hath faved us, and

called us with a holy calling, not according to our zuorks, hut

according to his own purpofe and grace, which he purpofi

ed in Chrifl before the world began, 2 Tim. i. 9. Hence
the faints afcribe their converfion and quickening to the

name of God, and to the grace of God ; By grace I am
what I am, fays Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 10. ]\

T
ot unto us, not

unto us, but unto thy name be the glory, Pfalm cxv. 1.

4. Wherefore doth he juflify and pardon any guilty

fmner? It is even for his name''s fake ; Ifa. xliii. 25.

I, even I am he that blotteih out thy tranfgrejjion for my

name *s fake. And Pvom. iii. 24, 25, 26. W'e arejuflificd

freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Jefits

Chrifl, whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation, thro*

faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs, for the re-

mijfion offins that are pafl, &c. Again,

5. Wherefore doth he adopt any child of wrath into

his family? It is for his name*s fake ; Eph. i. 5. We are

predeflinate to the adoption of children, according to the

good pieafure of his will, to the praife of the glory of his

grace. Again,

6. Wherefore doth hefanclify any filthy finner ? It

is even for his name*sfake ; 1 Cor. i. 30. Chrifl is made

of God to us fantlification, that no flefl? might glory in his

fight : but that he that glorieth might glory in the Lord.

And hence all the great things promifed in the covenant

of grace, Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26, 27. Among the reft,

His putting his Spirit within them, and caujing them to

walk in his flatutes, are faid to be done for his holy name's

fake, verfe 22.

7. Wherefore will he carry on the good work, which

he hath begun, and never utterly leave his people, nor

fuffer them altogether to depart from him ? Why ? It is

even for his name's fake, and his promife fake ; Jer.

xxxii. 40. I will make an everla/ling covenant with them,

to do them good ; but I will put my fear in their heart, and

they fhall not depart from me. Heb. xiii. 5. I zu ill never

leavethee, nor forfake thee finally.

8. Wherefore doth he glorify at lad? It is for his

A a 2 name's
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name's Jake, who is the giver both of grace and glory ,

Pfal. lxxxiv. 1 1 . 7/ is your Father's good fleaJure to give

you the kingdom. The gift of God is eternal life, through

Jefus Chrifl our Lord.— Thus every part of falvation,

from firft to laft, is wrought for his name '/ fake. T'he

Lord is a rock, and his work is per/eel : he begins, for

his mme's fake ; carries on, for his name's fake ; and

completes the work, for his name's fake', that the head-

done of falvation may be laid on with fhoutings of grace,

grace unto it.

As all the parts of falvation, fo all the means of falva-

tion, are granted for his name's fake.—Is right hearing

a mean of falvation ? Well, this is wrhat he gives, for

his name"s fake, according to that promife, John x. 16.

Other Jljeep I have that are not of this fold, them alfo I
mnjl bring, and they Jhall hear my voice.— Is prayer a

mean ? Well, right praying is what he alone grants,

jor his name's fake, according to the promife, Zech. xii.

1 o. I will pour out the Spirit ofgrace and fupplication.—
Is faith a mean of falvation ? Yea, and it is a part of fal-

vation alfo, which God gives, for his names fake , ac-

cording to his word, Eph. ii. 8. By grace you are faved,

through faith ; and that not ofyourfelves : it is the gift of
God.—Is repentance a leading part of falvation ? This is

alfo what he gives, for his name
9

s fake, on the back of

faith, as a fruit thereof, according to his promife, Zech.

xii 10. They fhall look on him whom they have pierced,

an mourn ; and he hath exalted Chrifl to give it, Acts

v, 31.

My friends, if there be any other things that we
reckon pertains to falvation, which God doth not work,

is name's fake, you may realize it as no part of fal-

va ion; for, I will allure you, his name, will have the

glory of every part of falvation.

IV. The fourth thing propofed, was, What is im-

ported in this neverthelefs, or in God's faving with a

li&twithjlanding ; and fo to mow over what impediments,

whether real provocations, or feeming impoffibilities of

bringing about this falvation, for his name
9

sfake ; Ne-
vertheless he faved them, for his name's fake. It is im-

pediments
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pediments on' the tinner's part that the text fpeaks of;

therefore I confine myfelf to thefe. He faved Ifrael here,

notwithftanding dreadful fins. Read verfes 6, 7, 13,

13, 16, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 28, 29, 32, 34,-395 43-
Yet neverthelefs he faved them, for his name9

sfake. Did
he notwithftanding all this, fave them, for his name's

fake? Then, what will not he do for his name ? And
what may not finners expecl upon this ground ? What
bar cannot God break, for his name's fake f What
mountain cannot he come over, for his name's fake f

What provocation can he not overlook, for his name's

fake f Let all the finners that here this doctrine, be-

ware of provoking God any more by their fins. When
thus the faving mercy of God is proclaimed, in your
ears ; for, provoked mercy will turn to fearful venge-

ance ; Damnation to eternity will be your doom, if this

offered falvation be not received : and in order to allure

you to the reception and welcoming of it, I am now
telling you the freedom of it, and how God can fave

you with an everlafting falvation, notwithftanding of the

moft grievous provocations that hitherto you have been
guilty of, and notwithftanding of the greateft impedi-

ments that you have laid in the way. More particu-

larly,

1. He can fave, for his name's fake, notwithftanding

grievous guilt and heinous tranfgref/ions. Hence his name
is declared to be a God pardoning iniquity, tranfgrefjion,

and fin. Come new and let us reafon together, fays God,
Ifa. i. 18. Though your fins be as fcarlet, they fhall be as

white as fnow ; though they be red like tri'mfon, they fball

be as wool. Make not this objection againft yourfelves

in coming to a God, in Chrift for falvation ; for here

you fee mercy courting you, notwithftanding this very

objection.

2. He can fave, for his name's fake, notwithftanding

long continuance in fin ; though you have been a tranfi

greffor from the womb to this day, be it never fo long

that you have been following that fearful trade of fin,

yet mercy is now following you with a how long ; how
long. Many a how long is he purfuing you with ; one
is, Numb. xiv. 1 1 . How long will this pccp Je provokk

m me f
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me? And how long will it be ere they believe me?—A-
nother, how long is, Pfalm iv. 2. How long will ye
turn my glory intoJhame? How long will ye love vanity f

—Another how long is, Prov. i. 22. How long, ye

Jimple ones, will ye lovefimplicity?—Another is, Prov. vi.

9, How long wilt thou fleep, O Jluggard? When wilt

thou arife out of thy fleep f—A fixth how long is, Jer. iv.

14. How long Jhall thy vain thoughts lodge within

thee?

3. He can fave, for his nam's fake, notwithftanding

manifold apoftajies and backjlidings ; Jer. iv. 1 4. O Jeru~
falem, wafh thine heart from wickednefs, that thou mayeft

be faved : how long Jhall vain thoughts lodge within you ?

Turn, O backfliding children, faith the Lord: for I am
married unto you, Jer. iii. 14. And verfe 1. Though thou

haft played the harlot with many lovers, yet return again

unto me. Let the wicked forfake his ways, and the un-

righteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto the

Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God,

for he will abundantly pardon
}

Ifa. Iv. 5. I will heal your

backjlidings.

4. He can fave, for his name'sfake, notwithftanding

of your prodigious neglecl and contempt of God hitherto.

See Ifa. xliii. 22,—25. But thou haft not called upon me,

O Jacob ; but thou haft been weary of me, O Ifrael

;

—7",

even I am he that blotteth out thy tranfgrefftons, for my
name's fake, and will not remember thy fins. O wonder
of wonders ! that fuch may be faved, for his name's

fake.

5. He can fave, for his name'sfake, notwithftanding

grievous, rebellious inccrrigiblcnefs and frowardnefs. See
Ifa. Jvii. 17, 18. For the iniquity of his covetoufnefs was I
wroth, andfmote him : I hid me, and was wroth, and he

went on frowardiy in the way of his heart. Ihave feen

his ways, and will heal him : I will lead him alfo, and re-

ftore comforts unto him, and to his mourners.

5. He can fave, for his name's fake, notwithftanding

outward aftliclions and poor circumjtances in the world,

Zeph. iii. 12. And / will alfo leave in the midft oj thee

an afflitled and poor people, and they Jhall truft in the name

cfthe Lord. Ifa. xxvi, 8. Tec, in the way of thy judgments,
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O Lord, have we waitedfor thee; the defere of our foul is

to thy name, and to the remembrance ofthee. Though you

be an outcaft, that no body cares for you, he may lave

you, for his name's fake ; for, he gathers the outcajh of

Ifrael, Ha. lvi. 8.

7. He can fave, for his name's fake, notwithftanding

bafenefs, unworthinefs, and pollution, for there is a foun-

tain opened ; Zech. xiii. 1. In that day there fhall be a

fountain opened to the houfe of T>avid, and to the inhabi-

tants ofjerufalem, for fen, andfor uncleannefs.

8. He can fave, for his name's fake, notwithftanding

grofs darknefs and fearful ignorance : it is written in the

prophets, they fhall all be taught of God, Ifa. liv. 13.

John vi. 45.

9. He can fave, for his name's fake, notwithftanding

long refufals, and refifting of many calls, andflighting ma-

ny opportunities ; Rom. x. 21. All day long I have

jlretched forth my hands unto a difobedient and gainfaying

people. Importing, that after all thefe refufals, he is

yet ftanding with open arms to receive all comers, fay-

ing, Whoever will, let him come.

10. He can fave, for his name'sfake, notwithftanding

of none fuch, and unparalled wickednefs ; what, if there

be no fmner like you," neverthelefs, he can fave, for his

name's fake ; becaufe there is no Saviour like him : if

thy unbelieving heart fuggefts defperate thoughts, as if

there were no falvation for thee, faying, Who is a fm-

ner like unto me? Let Micah vii. 18. be an anfwer,

Who is a God like unto thee, pardoning iniquity f

In a word, he can fave, for his name's fake, notwith-

ftanding the greatefl and highefi mountains either of fin

or mifery that feem to be in the way ; Zech. iv. 7. Who
art thou, O great mountainf before our Zerubbabel, thou

fhalt become a plain. He can fave, for his name's fake,

notwithftanding dreadful hardnefs of heart, and innume-

rable plagues of heart, atheifm, unbelief, deadnefs, and

fecurity ; the God that works, for his name's fake, can

take away the heart of ftone, and give the heart of fcjh ;

and out of (tones raife up children to Abraham. He
can fave, for his name's fake, not withftanding of nainc-

lefs maladies, namelefs objctlions, that no minifter in the

world
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world can mention, far lefs remove : may be the ob-

flacles, in the .way of your falvation, are out of the fight

of man, out of the fight of miniflers
*,

but they are in

God's fight, and the omnifcient God, that knows it, Is

the omnipotent God, that can remove it, and fave, for

his name's fake. Oh ! but may fome poor foul think,

no doubt, he can fave, for his name's fake ; but my ob-

jection is, I doubt of his will. Why, man ? wherefore

is God now telling you what he can do ; but to remove
your ill thoughts of him, and to manifeft his good-will

towards you ; behold, he is more willing to fave, than

you are willing to be laved : if it be falvation from fin,

as well as falvation from hell that you mean, then you

are either unwilling to be thus faved, and fo your ruin

is, that you will not come to him for falvation ; or, if

you be willing, you are more than welcome to him for

all the falvation he can work for you. It is his will to

fave you, riotwiftiftaridmg of thoufands and millions of

objections in the way.

V. The fifth thing propofed, in the general method,

was, To offer fome reafons why he thus faves, for his

name's fake. Why ?

i. lie fave, for his name'*s fake ; becaufe, if he did

not fo, he would fave none of Adam
1

j race : the belt

faints on earth 'cannot deferve mercy; the falvation of

the molt righteous is an act of grace ; therefore, the

righteous run to his name ; and even the jufl mufl live by

faith, faying, 'Though our iniquities teflify againft us, yet

do thou it for thy names fake, Jer. xiv. 7. And, help

for the glory of thy name, Pfalm lxxix. 9. He can fave

none, if he did not fave them /or his name's fake.

2. He laves, for his name's fake, that finners may
hope in his name ; that they may return to him, and call

upon him for mercy \ 'There is mercy andforgive fiefs with

him, that he may he feared, Pfalm exxx. 4. Why, fay

you, could not God be more feared, if he had no mer-

cy and forgivenefs with him? It is true ; man, in that

cafe, could fear as devils do, defpairingly ; but not with

any penitential fear : The goodnefs of God leads to repen-

tance, Rofli ii. 4. Thus God interprets his merciful

pro-
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providences, as a drawing with the cords of love. None
could trufl in his name, if he did not fave for bis name's

fake.

3. He faves, for his name's fake, that Tinners may a-

dore his name ; that they may admire his mercy. God
remembers his own glory , and therefore faves, for his

name's fake, that men may glorify his name. O won-

der-working God, that can mew mercy when nothing

is deferved but mifery ; this effecl it had upon David,

Pfalm viii. 1, 9. O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy

name in all the earth ! Pfalm xlviii. 10. According to thy

name, O God, fo is thy praife unto the ends of the earth.

4. He faves, for his name's fake, that furriers, who
will not flee to his name as a flrong tower, and after-

wards glorify his name, by living to his praife, may be

left inexcufable in theirfins. The glory of God's juitice

will be confpicuous in thofe that have flighted his mer-

cy ; Behold, you defpifers, and wonder, and perijh ! They
that defpife fuch mercy, treafure up to themfelves wrath

againfl the day ofwrath, Rom. ii. 5.

5. He faves, for his name9

s fake, becaufe it is the only

Jit way for us to be faved in : if God mould offer to fave

us for our own fakes, for our righteoufnefs' fake, for

our duties fake ; Oh ! how unfit would that be ! We
might think God were mocking us, becaufe we have

nothing but fin and hell about us ; and our bed righte-

oufnefs deferves damnation : but when he offers falvati-

on, for his own name's fake, then it appears to be a fit

offer ; we cannot think God is mocking us : would he

thus affront himfelf, when his own name is the ground
of faith laid before us ?

6. He faves, for his name's fake, becaufe it is the on-

ly fit way for him to fave us in : it is the only way of fal-

vation fuitable to his infinite excellency, who cannot but

confult the glory of his perfections in all his works.

Now, God's glory requires that no falvation fhould be

found but in his name. Why hath he told us of mercy
running in the channel of the new covenant ? Why
hath he told us that juftice itfelf is drawn in to be upon

the fmner's fide, in as much as he can be juftified in

V l. V. B b forgiv-
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forgiving them ? Why hath he difplayed fo much of

wifdom in making judgment and mercy to meet, and
kifs each other ? Wifdom in punifhing fin, and yet

faving the fmner ? Why ? it is even that he might be
glorified ; that the lofiinefs of man might be brought down,

and the haughtinefs of man laid low, and that the Lord a-

lone may be exalted, Ifa. ii. 11. This way of faving is

fuitable to his nature.

VI. Thefixth thing propcfed, was, to draw fome /'«-

ferences from the whole. And is it fo, 'That when God
faves finners, or a finful people, he does it for his na mil's

sake, notwithftanding their provocations, whereby they

forfeit his help, and defense deflruclion ; then,

1/?, Hence learn, by way of caution, the following

particulars.

1. That this doctrine -yields no encouragement to fin,

though God faves finners, for his name's fake ; the cur-

rent of his providence, the current of his word, the

current of his dealing, all declare his enmity at fin.

What is there in the word that can encourage us in fin ?

All the threatening of the law fay, in effect, as you re-

gard the wrath of God, beware of fin : All the com-

viands of the law fay, as you regard the authority of

God, beware of fin : All the promifes of the gofpel fay,

as you regard the grace, love, and mercy of God, be-

ware of fin: And God's faving, for his name's fake, fays,

as you regard the great name of God, beware of fin.

The great falvation that he exhibites, for his name's fake,

is falvation from fin ; and therefore, to make this an

encouragement to fin is to affront his name, to abufe

his name, to profane his name, and to take his name
in vain ; Jlnd he will not hold them guiltlefs that take his

name in vain.

2. Think not that God will deliver any from eternal

damnation, who are gone to hell, or fave them, for his

name'sfake ; no, by no means: they are loft for ever,

that die out of Chrift.

idly, Hence fee, by way of information, a foundation

for the following truths.

1. The reafon why thefaints confide in God ; and why
believers
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believers truft in his name, and flee to his name in time

of danger ; they are acquaint with his name : And they

that know his name will put their truft in him, Halm ix.

10. They know his grace, his goodnefs, his power,

his holinefs, juftice, and truth ; and they have the en-

couragement of a promife fo to do, Pfalm xci. 14. I will

fet him on high, becaufe he hath known my name. And
why is it that they pray for help, for his name's fake f

becaufe they know God will do more for his name, than

otherwife he could do, Pfalm xxv. n. Jcr. xiv. 7.

Thus Jofhua, when Ifrael were fmitten at Ai, chap,

vii. 9. And what wilt thou do unto thy great name f A-

gain,

2. Hence fee, to whom we ought to give the glory

of experienced mercy, even to God's name; as Pfalm

cxv. 1. Not unto us, not unto us, but to thy name be the

glory, for thy mercy and thy truth's fake. Thus you will

find David frequently at this work, Pfalm cxlv. 1, 2.

/ will extol thee, my God, O King ; and I will blefs thy

?iame for ever and ever. Every day will I blefs thee, and

I will praije thy name for ever and ever. This is one

ground of God's helping, Ifa. xxix. 22, 23. This is

in a manner all that Jh.hovah gets by all his glorious

falvations wrought for us, Ezek. xxxvi. 23. Let us

therefore learn to render the glory of all God's works

unto his glorious name.

3. Hence fee, a door of hope opened for finners in this

gofpeL Does God fave, for his name's fake, thefe who
may not put in for falvation ? Whatever they be, what-

ever objections you can make, they are anfwered by this

one argument, God faves, for his name's fake, when

there is no other reafon for his doing fo in the world :

he can make a reafon to himfelf, and find the anfwer in

himfelf why he will fave.

4. Hence fee, the freenefs of the gofpeUmethod of fal-

vation ; for God faves with a non objlante, that is, with

a notwithftanding. O but the gofpel-falvation is free

!

The law brings in fo many provifos ; that is, either the

law of works, truly fo called ; it fays, If ye do, ye Jhall

live; if you be perfect, ye mail be happy ; or the law,

falfly fo called, the many remainders of it in man's heart

B b 2 that
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that makes the fmner think, why I cannot be faved, un-

lefs I do as well as I can ; unlefs I be fo and fo quali-

fied, I cannot expect to be faved : but the gofpel opens

a door of free accefs to finners with a neverthelefs ; not-

withflanding whatever (ins, guilt, diforder, confufion,

death, diftrefs and ruin ; notwithftanding whatsoever

wickednefs be about you, yet here is a way wherein

you may expect falvation : nevertheless he faved
them for his name'*s fake.

Object. Mutt I not be faved upon my believing and re-

penting? Is not faith at eafl the condition ofmy falvation,

Answ. Faith and repentance are parts of this falvation

that God gives for his name's fake ; and how can they be
conditions of that falvation, whereof they are leading

parts ? By grace you are faved, through faith ; and that

?wt ofyour/elves : it is the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. Chrift

is exalted to give repentance, Acts v. 51. None are faved

without faith and repentance ; becaufe all that are fav-

ed of the Lord, are faved thereunto : they are faved

from unbelief, and brought to faith ; faved from impe-

nitency, and brought to repentance. Faith and repent-

ance are the beginnings of this falvation, and falvation

cannot be completed, without having a beginning :

but both beginning and end are what God gives, for

his name's fake : Being confident of this very thing, that

he zuhich hath begun a good work in you, will perform it

until the day of Chrift, Phil. i. 6. ; becaufe his name is

•Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending. Faith
itfelf is not necefTary to falvation, as a moral condition ;

but only a phyfical inflrument. And hence, as it is not

pofTibie a beggar can be the better of a free gift offered

to him, if he does not take it, or accept of it; yet his ta-

king of it is no moral condition, but only the natural in-

flrument, or mean of pofTeffion : fo, neither can any pof-

fibly be the better of this free falvation, that God offers

in the gofpel, if they will not take it, or have it in the

manner it is offered, namely, Salvation from fin and

wrath, unto eternal holinefs and happinefs, and all free-

ly, for God's name's fake. Taking is no moral conditi-

on, otherwife it would contradict the defign of the gof-

pel Faith is nothing elfe but a welcoming this falvation

in
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in this manner : it is the foul's acquiefcing and falling in

with this method ; not a condition of it properly, but a

clofing with it freely : it is a believing that God will

fave in this way for his name*s fake : and not for the fake

of our faith, or any thing elfe done by, or wrought in

us. It is a being content to be faved this way, that the

name of God may for ever get the praife ; and renoun-

cing all other grounds of faith and reafons of hope,

taking this name of the Lordfor his flrong tower, refolv-

ing to reft here.

5. Hence fee, what is the lafl and ultimate refuge of
faith. The firft refort of faith is to a word, a may be the

Lord will he gracious : but a finding no reft here, then

perhaps it goes to a direct promife ; fuch as that, a new
heart will Igive you ; and pleads for the promife' fake :

but needing to be better fixed, it goes to Chrift, and
pleads for Ghrift's fake ; in whom all the promifes are

Yea and Amen. But why fhould God fave for Ghrift's

fake? What obligation is God under to accept of that

ranfom and atonement in the blood of Chrift for me ?

Why ? Then laft of all it flees to God's name, and fees

that God's name will be more magnified in this way of

falvation, than it can be in any other way of God's deal-

ing with it ; and hence it is never faid he damns, for his

name's fake ; for his name gets not fo much glory that

way. Here then is the laft fhift of faith, and its ulti-

mate refuge and ground of hope ; and there is ground

enough here.

Ufe 3. The next ufe (hall be for examination. Try
whether or not God hath begun to fave you for his

name'sfake ; or, if you have got his name engaged and

concerned in your falvation-work. For the trial of this

interefting point, conftder the following things.

1. They whom God hath begun to fave, for his name's

fake, and to whom he will be further merciful, for his

name's fake', they are made fenfiblc that God hath hither-

to helped them, for his name's fake ; and that they are

beholden to God's name for every bit of bread •> indebted

to. his name for their prefervation out of hell ; obligated

to his mercy and power, that hitherto he hath helped,

pitied,
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pitied, and faved them from everlafting ruin : and they
are fo affected with His mercy, that they endeavour to

live like perfons fenfible of this obligation they are under
to his name ; though, in ftricl juflice, they deferve no-
thing, and God may fay, as Judges x. 13. I will deliver

you no more; and fwear, as Jer. xliv. 26, 27. Behold, I
have fworn by my great name, faith the Lord, that my
name pall be no more named in the mouth ofany man, Sec,

Yet, being a gracious God, will not utterly leave them,
1 Sam. xii. 22. but fave them, and others, for their

fake ; fo good is he to them, Gen. xviii. 32.

2. Hath frowning providence done you good ? Are
you purged by afflictions ? For thefe whom God delivers,

for his name sfake, their deliverance from trouble bears

fome refemblance to his name who delivers.

Quest. How fhall we know, when God's rod hath

done its work, and when God hath faid, It is enough ?

2 Sam xxiv. 16.

Answ. (i.) When you are humbled for the fin that

caufed God to take his rod in his hand ; fuch as want
of love, defpifing the gofpel, abounding of error, divi-

fion, unbrotherly animofities. Have thefe things been
lamented, loathing the fimplicity of the gofpel, and the

plain adminiftration of God's ordinances ? Profeffors

grown full in their ftomachs. Is the cafe altered? The
abounding of hypocrify under the fpecious name of

higher attainments, &c.

(2.) When a people can thrive under merciful provi-

dences without the rod ; for God will not needlefly af-

flict, any, much lefs his own people, 1 Pet. i. 6. Lam.
iii. 2,2>- More particularly,

j . Are your falvation and God's glory twifted and con-

joined? Will God's name be a lofer, if your bonds be
ltrengthened and continued? Jofhua faid, What wilt

them do unto thy name? This moved God to mew mercy on
a wicked people, Deut. xxxii. 26, 27.; left God mould
}ofe his declarative glory in the wonders he had wrought
for Ifrael -

y
left the heathen mould fay, God cannot fave

his people. Can you fay, Oh ! I think God will want

much glory, if I be not laved \ and I cannot think that

his
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his name mould want that glory and praife that I fee it

will get in faving me.

2. They whom he faves, for his name's fake, are

brought off all hope of being faved for their own fake ;

as God fays, Not for your fakes have I done this, but my
own name's fake ; fo they are brought to fay, not for

my fake will God do fo and fo ; but, for his names fake.

3. They feek all they want from God, for his name's

fake. Many a gracelefs beggar feeks an alms for God's
fake, that know not what they fay ; but believers are beg-

gars at God's door, and they feek for God's fake: they

leek pardon, for his name's fake, with David; For thy

name's fake, pardon mine iniquity, for it is great: they

feek, faying, Quicken me, for thy name's fake ; purify,

for thy name's Jake ; give grace, for thy name's fake : and
every thing they feek, is for his name's fake. Thus they

lean upon his lap, and give evidence of their being loved

with an everlafling love.

4. They will defire to do much, for his name's fake ;

and will be content to suffer,/^ his name's fake. Such
is their regard to his name, that every duty they per-

form will be eafy to them, when they have his name
and honour in their eye ; and they count their fufFerings

all to be light, when they fuffer for his name : this made
them take joyfully thefpoiling oftheir goods, Heb. x. 34.

5. They will fet his name on high
7
as being a name

above every name. Hence they will defire, and endea-
vour to have his name exalted in the world, that all

men may know his name : they will be grieved when
his name is profaned and blafphemed ; they will be
content that their name fink and be buried, that his

may arife, faying, Let me decreafe, and him increqfe ;

whatever may come of my name, let thy name be exalt-

ed : their ambition will be to have his name written

in their foreheads ; I will write upon them my new name
y

Rev. iii. 12.

6 They approve and efleem the way of fahation, for

this reafon, becaufe God faves for his name'sfake : their

hearts fay, O ! I prize falvation the better, that his

name is honoured thereby : they fet his name above

their falvation, as the crown of it
-

7
and his name below

their
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their falvation, as the ground of it; and his name and

attributes round about their falvation, as the defence of it

:

the place of their defence being the munition of rocks.

His name is a rock round about them ; As the moun-

ta'uns are about Jerufalem, fo the Lord is round about his

people , from henceforth even for ever. As that is his

reafon for faving them, even his name, fo it is the rea-

fon for expecting falvation : as God's argument in fav-

ing them, is drawn from his name; fo their argument

in trufting in him for falvation, is drawn from his name,

O ! but this is whatfweetens the thoughts of falvation,

that his name is exalted thereby : they defire no other

way of falvation but through his name.

7. They not only run to this flrong tower, the name
of the Lord, but they run into it, and reft there : they

hang their falvation upon this ftrong nail ; they build

upon this everlafting rock ; here they have their reft.

As the fparrow and fwallow built their nefls on the raft-

ters of the temple and tabernacle, and there laid their

young ; fo they dwell on high : Chrift is the temple,

and God's name and attributes are, as it were, the lofty

pillars and high rafters of the temple ; and faith builds

there, refides there, where neither the devil, nor all the

powers of hell, mall be able to difturb or annoy them :

there they dwell fafely from the fear of evil ; there they

lay their young, and bring forth their fruit unto God,

even all the fruits of holinefs and righteoufnefs, which

are to the praife and glory of God : for, as from him

theirfruit is found, Hof. xiv. 8. from the temple ; fo their

fruit is to him, being dedicated to the temple, to the

praife and glory of his name that dwells therein.

8. They whom God has begun to fave, for hij name^s

fake, as their confidence is placed only in his name, as

"the leading argument of their truft ; fo this argument

will carry them through thoufands of difficulties, eppoft-

tions, and impediments that feem to ly in the way of their

falvation ; this name of God will ftrengthen you againft

thoufands of temptations, thoufand of objections. Not-

withflanding your fins, your guilt, your rebellion, your,

apoftafy, the wrath gone out againft you for fin, as it

did againft Jonah, in fearfir (treats of indignation; yet

did
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faith will look again to God's holy temple, to God's

holy name, and fay, Nevertheless he faves for his name's

fake: there are thoufands of things to damp and difcou-

rage me in looking for falvation, and if I confider them,

I muft defpair ; but, with Abraham, I defire to con-

fider nothing but God's name, and word of pro-

mife, Rom. iv. 19. Here is one thing that can over-

come all things, O ! I hope he will fave me, for his

name'sfake ; have you win here ? flay here, and you
are fafe. There is not a man fuller of God, in all the

world, than he that is brought to nothing before God,
and has nothing to rely on but the great name of God.
That name never failed a foul that trufted to it.

In a word, they whom God faves, for his name'sfake,

are brought, 1. To know his name. 2. To truji in his

name. 3. To love his name. 4. To fear and worjhip

his name.

Ufe. 4. Thefourth ufe mall be by way of exhortation.

And our exhortation mall be tendered, 1. Tofinners-'m

general. 2. To believers in particular.

\fl, To all firmers in general. O Sirs, does God
fave, for his name's fake, and that with a notwithftanding

of innumerable fins ? Then let fmners hope in his name,

and fly to his name for falvation.

Quest. How is this dodrine the ground offaith to all,

feeing thefe whom God defigns tofave are only the elect,

and thefe whom he aclually faves are only believers?

How then is this doctrine to be conceived as an encou-

ragement to all fmners to look to his name for falva-

tion ?

Answ. Salvation is to be confidered three ways ; ei-

ther falvation decreed, falvation obtained, or falvation

exhibited in the word.—Salvation decreed, concerns the

elect indeed ; and the election jhall obtain : but thus it is

not the fird object of any man's faith. Who are elect

is a fecret ; and fecret things belong to God. You are not

concerned with falvation as it lies in the decree.—Salva-

tion obtained, is what concerns believers ; and this is

not the object of any man's faith either, but rather the

object of the fenfe of them who have it, when they

Vol. V. C c know
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know they have it.—But falvation exhibited, in the

word, is what every man that hears the gofpel is con-

cerned with ; falvation promifed, falvation offered in

the general difpenfation of the gofpel, with a particular

invitation to every one to look to Chrift for falvation.

Now, to lay hold of falvation here, as it lies in the word,
is the fafe way for you to take ; if you lay hold on fal-

vation exhibited to you in the word, then you will come
to find it falvation obtained ; and when you find it fal-

vation obtained, then you may find it falvation decreed

:

and this is the right order in which you afcend to God's

decree, by taking hold of his word, when to you the

word of thisfalvation is fent. See Rom. x. 6, J, 8. Say

not, even in thine heart, Who Jhall afcend to heaven, to

fee if falvation was decreed for me ? or, who Jhall afcend

into the deep, to the heart, to fee if falvation be obtain-

ed ? you will find no object of faith in yourfelf : but,

the word is nigh, the word c/" falvation which we preach ;

it is in thy mouth, and in thy heart, to be acknowledged

with the mouth, and embraced with the heart, ver. 9.

O then, finner, his word, which you are called to take

hold of, is his name ; it is that whereby he makes him-

felf known : fly to his name, and look for falvation, as

it is in his word, in his name. And in coming to him
for falvation ; 1. Let his name be your motive; for

thus you will glorify his name 2. Let his name be

your tower, to which you fly for falvation. 3. Let his

name be the meafure ofyour hope : how much he will be

glorified in faving you, fo much let your hope and ex-

pectation go forth that he will do fo. 4. Let his name
be your plea and argument : What wilt thou do for thy

great name? Jofli. vii. 9. O fave, for thy na?ne's fake*

Father glorify thy name, Cafl anchor here, and you
fhall ride out all florins, and be eternally fafe.

zdly, We next tender our exhortation to believers, in

particular, who have run to this ftrong tower offalvation,

the name of the Lord. O admire his goodnefs, admire

his name : he knows all your fins again ft him, and a-

gainil his name
;
yet for his name'*s fake, he mews mer-

cy. O ! let fin againft fo good a God be aborred : let

his goodnefs lead you to repentance more and more : The
earth
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earth is full of the goodnefs of Lord. O believer, are

you called by his name : praife him for his mercy,

truth, faithfulnefs ; According to thy name, O God
y fo is

thy praife unto the ends of the earth ; thy right-hand is full

of righteoufiefs, Pfal. xviii. 10. O Sirs, afcribe all the

mercy you met with to his name ; and ftudy to be

meet objects for God's name, to be more and more
glorified, upon his engaging his name for your help.

Study to become fuch perfons as the fcripture require

:

for though fmners have ground of hope, that he may
do, for his name'sfake ; yet faints have ground of hope
that he will do for his name's fake : the gracelefs may
run to him with hope, that he may begin the good
work, for his name's fake ; but the gracious may run to

him with hope, that he will perfeci the good work for
his name's fake. His name is engaged.

In a word, O improve his name in every cafe ; for

he hath a name fuiting every want, every need. Do
you need wonders to be wrought for you ? His name is

JVonderful'. look to him fo to do, for his name's fake.—
Do you need counfel and direction f His name is the

Counfellor : caft yourfelf on him and his name for this.

—Have you mighty enemies to debate with? His

name is the mighty God : feek he may exert his power,

for his name's fake.—Do you need his fatherly pity ? His

name is the everlafling Father : As a Father pitieth his

children, fo the Lord pitieth them that fear him. Plead

his pity,j^r his name'sfake.—Do you need peace, exter-

nal, internal, or eternal ? His name is the L-'ince of
peace : feek, for his name's fake, that he may create peace.

—Do you need healing ? O Sirs, his name is Jehovah-
rophi, the Lord the healer and phyfician : feek, for his

name's fake, that he may heal all your difeafes.—Do you
need pardon f His name is Jehovah-tsidkenu, the

Lord our righteoufnefs : feek, for his name's fake : that

he may be merciful to your unrighteoufnefs.—Do you need

defence and proteclion f His name is Jehovah-nissi,

the Lord your banner : feek/sr his name's fake, that his

banner of love and grace may be fpread over you.—Do
you need provifion in extreme want ? His name is Je-

hovah-jirch, in the mount of the Lord it fhall be feen t

C c 1 the
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the Lord will provide.—Do you need his prefence * His

name is Jehovah-shammah, the Lord is there ; Imma-
nukl, God with us: look to him to be with you, for

his name's fake.—Do you need audience of prayer ? His

name is the hearer ofprayer—Do you needftrength f His

name is the Strength of Ifrael.—Do you need comfort f

His name is the Confolation of Ifrael—Do you need

Jhelter ? His name is the city of refuge.—Have you no-

rthing, and need all? His name is All in all. Sit

down and advife names to your wants and needs, and

you will find he hath a name fuitable thereunto : for

your fupply, he hath wifdom, to guide you ; and power,

to keep you ; mercy, to pity you ; truth to fhield you ;

holinefs, to fan&ify you ; righteoufnefs, to juftify you
;

grace, to adorn you ; and glory, to crown you. Truft

In his name, who faves, for his name's fake.

SERMON
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SERMON LXXX.

Heaven's Grand Repository;
or, the Father s Love to the Son,

and depoiiting all things into his

Hand, a ftrong Encouragement to

Faith. *

John iii. 35.

The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into

his hand*

MY friends, the natural ftate we are all into, is a

ftate of poverty and want. The firfl Adam fpent

our flock, and left us nothing but (in, and mifery, and
death. If we have any right view and knowledge of

ourfelves, we will know that we are now curfed in want
of all things ; that we are nothing but fin, and have no-

thing but fin, and can do nothing but fin, and deferve

nothing but hell. As creatures, we are originally no-

thing ; as worthlefs creatures, we are lefs than nothing
;

and as wicked creatures, we are worfe than nothing. If

any here are made truly fenfible of their total want of all

that is good, and would know where they may be fup-

plied, my text makes a difcovery of a good hand, where-
in there is a greater flock of proviiion and furniture

than ever Adam had before his fall. Here is a fecond

Adam, the eternal Son of God, fo well qualified for

fupplying our wants, that there was never a hand heard

* This fubject was handled in two fermons. The firft was de-

livered at a facramental iolemnity at Kinglafly, June 13th, 173 1.

The fecond was an Aclion-iermon, preached at Dunfermline,

June 27th, 173 1. The fecond i?vp ejTion.

tell
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tell of in heaven or earth, that could have more than he
he hath ; The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all

things into his hand.

It is no matter though you have nothing in your
hand, if you come to him who hath all things in his.

As the apoftle Paul gloried in his infirmities, that the

-power of Chrift might reft upon him : fo, it were good if

we were glorying in our emptinefs, that the fulnefs of
Chrifl might be magnified in us. As he hath a full hand,

fo it is an open hand ; for, this immenfe fulnefs is made
the ground offaith, as you fee in the context ; becaufe

it is laid down as a foundation of what follows : He that

believeth on the Son, hath everlajling life. What this

believing is, we may fee, ver. 33. : it is receiving his

teftimony, and fitting to thefeal that God is true. God is

true, whether we let to our feal or not ; but, by faith,

we fubfcribe to his truth ; and hereby God reckons him-
felf honoured and glorified : for, he that receiveth the

teflimony of Chrift, fubfcribes to the truth of God;
and, by believing in Chrift, we fet to our feal that God
is true to all the promifes made concerning Chrifl ; and
fo give credit to all that he hath faid by the prophets

;

and that he is true to all the promifes made in Chrift,

venturing our fouls upon the veracity of God : and the

more credit we give him, the more honour we put up-

on him.

Quest. But how does it appear, that when we receive

the teftimony of Chrift, we receive the teftimony of God,

andfet to our feal that God is true ?

Answ. Why, becaufe, as Chrift is the Word of God,
fo he is the Sent of God, to deliver the word of God

;

He whom God hath fent, fpeakeih the words of God : and
he was fent of God for this very end ; ^i prophet Jhall

the Lord your God raife up unto you, from amongft
your

brethren, tike unto me ; him Jhall you hear in all things,

whatfoever he Jhall fay unto you. But for clearing this

further, we fhall propofe, and anfwer another queftion.

Quest. How does it appear, that Chrift, as the Sent

of God, fpeaketh the words of God f and confequently, how
may we he Jure of this, that when we believe the truth

of Chrift t we believe the truth of God,

Answ.
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Answ. It appears that he fpeaks nothing but the

words of God, becaufe he hath the Spirit of God, and
the Spirit above meafure \ for, God giveth not Spirit by

meafure unto him. The prophets of old had the Spirit

in a limited manner, only with refpect to fome particu-

lar revelations, and fometimes fpoke of themfelves ; but
Chrift had the Spirit always refiding in him, without

flated meafure or limitation ; and therefore fpoke always

the words of God. The more of the Spirit of Cod.that
any perfon hath, the more will he fpeak the words of

God : now, the Spirit was never in any mere creature,

but as in a veifel ; but the Spirit was, and is in Chrift,

as a fountain, and as in a bottomlefs ocean : therefore

his words may well be depended upon, and refted in, as

the words of God. Here is a foundation for faith in re-

fpecl of his veracity. But, is there as much foundation

for faith in refpecl: of his ability and furniture every

way ? Yea, there is ; for, he loveth the Son, and hath

given all things into his hand.

In which words we may notice thefe two things fol-

lowing :

1 . An ajjertion ; The Father loveth the Son : He was
always his delight, Prov. viii. 30. And he is his delight

ftill.

1. A proof and evidence of this affertion ; he hath
given all things into his hand. He gives him fo much
truft, that he could not entruft him with more ; for,

what more can be conceived than all things f Love is

beft known and evidenced by the greatnefs of the lover,

and the loving gifts he beftows upon the object beloved.

Here is the greateft gift, evidencing the greater! love

;

The Father hath loved the Son, and hath given all things in-

to his hand. This is the honour of Chrift, and the hap-
pinefs of his people,"that the Father hath given all things

into the hands of Chrift the Mediator. If you would
have a fum of thefe all things, it may be gathered from
what follows, viz. that it is everlafting life, and all that

attends it, and all the means that lead to it ; all the parts

of it, and all things that belong to it ; for it follows, He
that believeth on the Son, hath everlafting life.

The text then lays down a ftrong ground of encou-

ragement
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ragement to believe on the Son of God unto eternal

life : therefore we may lay down the following doctrin-

al propofition as the fum of it, namely,

Observ. That the Father's love to the Son, evidenced

by his giving all things into his hand, is a Jlrong ar-

gument and encouragementforfaith to believe in him.

You will fee this fame argument adduced and made
ufe of by the Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf, Mat. xi. 27,

28. All things are delivered to me of my Father. And
amongft other things, all the Father's counfels and fe-

crets, he being the great fecretary of heaven : and,

what follows ? Come unto me, all ye that labour and arc

heavy laden , and I will give you reft. Come to me, as

the Father's truflee, who hath intruded me with all

things.

We mall endeavour, through divine afliftance, to

profecute this fubject in the following method.

I. I would fpeak a little of the Father's love to the

Son.

II. Speak of this evidence of the Father's love : and

that, 1. Shew fome of thefe things the Father gives

to the Son. 2. Notice the import of the exprefilon,

He gave all things into his hand. 3. How this evi-

dences the Father's love to him. 4. Why he hath

thus manifefted his love to him.

III. How this love of .the Father, thus evidenced, in

giving all things into his hand, is a greund of Faith.

IV. Make fome application of the whole.

I. I am to fpeak a little of the Father's love to the

Son. For clearing of this there are thefe following po-

fitions I would offer.

Firjl Fofition is, " That there are manyfcriptural ex-

" preffions of the Father's love to the Son." He is cal-

led the Beloved, emphatically, Eph. i. 6. He is cal-

led his dear Son,
K

or the Son of his love, Col. i. 13. He
folemnly declares his love to him from heaven three fe-

veral times ; once, at his baptifm ; again, at his trans-

figuration ; and afterwards in his agony, by that aud-

ible voice, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well-

pleaJecL
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pleafed. He expreffes himfelf with the greatefl compla

cency in him ; and that in fuch terms as might invite

all the world to fall in love with him : Behold myfewant,

whom I uphold ; mine elect, in whom my foul delighteth,

Ifa. lxii. 1.

Second Pofition. " That the Father's love to the Son,
*.' imports fomething in it that is very great and glorious"

It imports, that there is an infinite and inconceivable

fweetnefs in the perfon of Chrift, and in his undertaking,

that renders him the object of his Father's deareft love

and complacency. There is fuch a lovelinefs in him,

as makes him not only the darling of faints, but the

darling of his Father. It imports, that the Father's

heart is fixed upon him ; that his very foul is, as it were,

knit unto him. Would you know where to find God's
heart, fo as to get a (hare of his heart's love ? Then,
get into Chrift ; for, his heart is fixed upon him, and
rejoices in him: and, indeed, they that rejoice in Chrift,

they partake of his Father's joy and delight.

Third Pofition. " That there are feveral capacities in

" which the Father loveth the Son." He loves him
as his Son, and he loves him as his Servant; he
loves him as God, the fecond perfon of the glorious

Trinity, and he loves him as Mediator, God-man.

—

He loves him, I fay, as God the Son ; therefore called,

the only begotten Son, which is in the bofom of the Father,

John i. 18. This, is expreffed in terms adapted to our
capacity : but it is a myftery too deep for us to fathom

;

for, how one divine perfon loves another divine perfon,

none but a divine perfon can underftand. How the Fa-

ther loves the Son, none but the Father and the Son
can comprehend. As he is begotten of the Father, by
an eternal and an ineffable generation ; fo he is loved

of the Father by an internal and an ineffable love. The
Father cannot but love him as he loves himfelf; for,

as in refpecr. of his nature and effence, he is one God
with the Father and eternal Spirit ; fo, in refpect of his

perfonality, he is his Father's exacl: pi&ure, being the

image cf the mvifible God, and the exprefs image of his

perfon.^-Again , He loves him as Mediator, Gcd-man :

Vol. V.,-I Dd in
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in which office he is the Father's Servant on our bufinefs,

Behold my Servant, whom I uphold, Ifa. lxii. i. This is

what moft concerns us ; for what would it avail us to

hear only that the Father loveth the Son, if we had no

fhare of that love? But, behold, here is the good

news of the gofpel, that the Father loveth the Son as

he is clothed with the office of a Mediator and Saviour,

to fave the like of you and me. He loves him as his

Servant, whom he hath chofen to his office : he loves him

as his anointed, whom he hath qualified for this work

;

/ have put my Spirit upon him, and he Jhall bring forth

judgment to the Gentiles ; that is, to bring forth light

and falvation to the Gentiles : for he loves and delights

in him as one whom he hath given for a covenant of the

people, for a light to the Gentiles y to open the blind eyes,

to bring out the prifiners from the prifin.

Fourth Pofttion. " That there are feveral things for

" which the Father loves the Son as our Mediator."

He loves him for his undertaking of this office from all

eternity ; and hence be is faid to be his Father's delight,

while his delight was with thefins of men, rejoicing in the

habitable parts of the earth, Prov. viii. 30, 31. The Fa-

ther was fo much in love with him, for this undertaking,

that he promifed to fupport him therein; Behold, my

Servant, whom I uphold. And he folemnly engages,

that the pieaJure of the Lord Jhould profper in his hand,

Ifa. liii. 10. As he loves him for his undertaking, fo

he loves him for his performance of the work, by his

coming, and doing, and dying, that he might finijhythe

work tloe Father gave him to do. The hardeft part of the

work feemed to be that of his dying, and giving himfelf

a facrifice ; and fee how the Father loves him for this,

John x. 17. 'Therefore doth the Father love me, becaufe I
lay down my life, that I may take it up again. Eph. v. 2.

He gave himfelf a facrifice of a fweet-fmelling favour unto

God. The Father was delighted with his doing and dy-

ing, his aclive and pafiive obedience ; becaufe, by this

means, he wrought out an everlafling righteoufnefs for

our juftihcation, to the honour of the law and juftice of

God ; The Lord is welhpleafedfor his righteoufnefs' fake ;

he will magnify the law and make it honourable, Ifa. xlii. 2 1

.

The
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The Father loves him for every thing he did as our Re-

deemer ; for, he did always thofe things that pleafed him,

John viii. 29.—He loves him for his companion and ten-

der fympathy he bears with linners ;
therefore it was faid

of him, A bruifed reed/ball he not break, and a jmoahng

flax /ball he not quench, until he hath fent forth judgment

unto viclory, Ifa. xlii. 3.—He loves him for his courage-

ous encountering with his fufferings in our room, ver. 4.

He (hall notfail nor he difcouraged, till he hath fct judg-

ment in the earth ; and the ijles fiall wait for his law.—

Yea, the Father is delighted with him for what he is

doing, namely, his praying, and interceding in heaven :

he never reje&s any of his prayers, but hears him always,

John xi. 42. Again,
t

Fifth Pofition. " That there are feveral properties or

" the Father's love to the Son." It is an eternal love ;

it is an unchangeable love ; the fame yejlerday, to-day,

andfor ever.~It is a tender and affectionate love ;
there-

fore called his beloved Son, his dear Son.—It. is a wife

love, though he loved him deadly, yet he would not

let fin pafs unpunimed, when but imputed to him
y
The

Lord hath chaftifed mefore, fays Chrift, Pfal. cxvm. 18.

The chaflifement of our peace was upon him.—It is a bound-

lefs love and unlimited ; it is a love that pajfeth know-

ledge: and, indeed, God's love to his people, in Chrift,

hath thefe properties ; and if it be ineffable and bound-

lefs, what thought can we have of the vaftncfs of his

love to Chrift ?—In a word, it is a bountiful love, as ap-

pears by the effefts of it ; which leads me to the

Sixth Pofition. " That there are feveral effecls or

" the Father's love to the Son, feveral evidences and

" difcoverics of it
;" fuch as, his choofing him, from

eternity, to this honourable work ; upholding him there-

in ; revealing all his mind and bofom to him ;
accept-

ing of him ; and being well-pleafed with all that he did

;

exalting and glorifying him at his right-hand; com-

manding all men to pay honour to him.—But the parti-

cular eftea and evidence of his love here mentioned, is

the great truft he commits to him ; he hath given all

things into his hand. This leads me,
* D d 2 II. lo
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II. To the fecond thing propofed, namely, To fpeak

of this evidence and effect of the Father's love to the Son,

he hath given all things into his hand. Here confider,

i. What are thefe things the Father gives into Chrifl's

hand. 2. What is the import of the expreflion, hisg/«y-

ag all things into his hand. 3. How this evidenceth the

Father's love him. 4. JVhy he hath thus manifefled

his love to him,

ift, What are thefe things the Father hath given into

Chrifl's hand ? All things, fays the text ; and furely it is

but fome of all things we can mention.

1. All government is given into his hand; To us a

child is born, to us a fin is given, and the governmentJhall

be upon his Jhoulders ;
— of the increafe of his government

and peace there fhall be no end, upon the throne of 'David,

and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to eflablijh it -with

judgment and with jujltce, from henceforth even for ever

:

the zeal of the Lord of hofls will perform this, Ka. ix. 6,

7. And it is a wonderful government; for his name is

called. Wonderful. A wife government ; for, he is the

Counfeller : A powerful, divine government ; for he is

the mighty God : An everlafting and a friendly, fatherly

government : he is the everlafting Father ; A princely

and peaceable government ; for he is the Prince ofpeace

:

and it is a growing government ; for, of the increafe of
his government and peace there fiall be no end: It is an u-

niverfal government ; and therefore it is faid, j&U power
in heaven and earth is given unto him, Mat. xxviii. 1 8,

He is Lord of all, and Head over all things to the church,

Eph. i. 22. Angels are his fervants, devils are his cap-

tives, and allflefh is in his hand ; Thou haft given him

power over allfltfh, that he may give eternal life unto as

many as thou haft given him, John xviii. 2. Both the

golden fceptre and the iron rod are given into his hand

:

the government of the world, and the government of

the church. He is the great Lord difpofer of all events,

and the great Lord difpenfer of all bleffings, and the

great Judge of quick and dead ; The Father hath com-

mitted alljudgment unto the Son, John v. 22.

2, As all government is given into his hand, fo all
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grace is given into his hand ; eternal life, and all its pre-
liminaries. The fecond Adam has got all the flock put
into his hand, therefore he is faid to be the only begotten

of the Father, full ofgrace and truth : and out of his ful-
nefs we are to receive, and grace for grace, John i. 14,
16. All grace is in his hand, fo as there is no grace to
be had any where elfe : juftifying grace, fandifying
grace, faving grace, all the graces of the Spirit

; yea,
the Spirit and all his graces, all his gifts ; his miffion
and motions, are in the hand of Chrifl:. The context fays,
he has the Spirit above meafure : and the difpenfmg'of
the Spirit in what meafure he pleafes to us is in his hand,
John xyi. 7. and xv. 26. He hath the fending of the
Spirit in his hand, infomuch that, when the Father
fends the Spirit, he fends him in Chrift's name ; The
Comforter, which is the holy Ghojl, whom the Father will
fend in my name, he /hall teach you all things, and bring all

things to your rememkrance, John xiv. 26.

3. All the blejfings of the covenant are given into his
hand

; therefore we are bleffed in him, with allfpiritual
blejfings, in heavenly places. Hence, fays the'apoftle,
Bleffed be the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrifl9

who hath thus bleffed us, Eph. i. 3. Therefore it is faid,

Menjhall be bleffed in him, and all nations fhall call him
bleffed; and in him fIall all the nations ofthe earth be blef-

fed. You have a fum of thefe fpiritual bleflings that are
in Chrifl, 1 Cor. i. 10. Of him ye are in Chrifl Jefus

,

who of God is made unto us, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanfti-
fication, and redemption. No flcfli muft glory in his fight;

but, that all nefh might glory in the Lord, and have no
where elfe to go for any blemng, but to that bleffed hand,
into which the Father hath given all things.

4. All the promtfes of the covenant are given into his
hand ; he is, therefore, the centre of all the promifes

;

All the promifes cfGcd in him are Tea, and in him Amen,
to the glory of God, 1 Cor. i. 20. As the promife is af-

firmed by his word, and confirmed by his blood ; fo,
the donation of the promifes, and application of the
promifes, is in his hand. All the promifes are primarily
made to him, and fecondarily, to us in him. As the
immediate objecl of faith is the word of promife ; fo,

when
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when faith intermeddles with the promife, it cannot but

fee Chrift in it, and it in Chrift : faith takes Chrift in

the promife, and the promife in Chrift.

5. All the fulnefs of God is given into his hand, as

Mediator; It pleafed the Father, that in him jhould all

fulnefs dwell, Col. i. 1 9. And chap. ii. 9. In him dwells

all thefulnefs of the Godhead bodily. All the fulnefs of

divine perfection is in him ; for, he is the wifdom ofGod,

and the power of God ; and all the other attributes of

God, and all the glory of God, and the glory of all

thefe perfections of God, is in him, to be feen ; For
God, who commanded the light to fhine out of darknefs,

hath fhined into our hearts, to give us the light ofthe know-

lede of his glory in theface ofjefus Chrift, 2 Cor. iv. 6.

6. All the work that the Father had to do was and is

given into his hand.—The work of creation was given

into his hand of the Father ; for, by him he made the

worlds, Heb. i. 2 —The work of providence is given in-

to his hand; he upholds all things by the word of his

power, ver. 3.—-The work of redemption and all the

parts of it, from the beginning to the end ; redemp-

tion by the price of his blood ; redemption by the

power of his Spirit ; redemption from the law, from

fin, Satan, death, and hell ; and redemption to eter-

nal life is all in his hand. Ifa. lxi. 1, The Spirit of
the Lord God is upon me ; becaufe the Lord hath anointed

me to' preach good tidings to the meek ; he hath fent me to

hind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap-

fives, and the opening ofthe prifon to them that are bound:

to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, &c. The Fa-

ther hath anointed, and qualified, and furnifhed him for

the work ; and clothed him with all offices, fuch as,

Prophet, Prieft, King, Surety, Saviour, Mediator, and

Redeemer, for accomplifhing the work : and thus he is

cntrufted with all his Father's bufinefs. This he knew
after he entred the ftage of this world in our nature

;

at twelve years of age, he faid to his parents that were

feeking him forrowing ; Wherefore was it that ye fought

vie? wijl ye not that I mufl be about my Father s bufinefs f

Luke ii. 49. And all the time he was on earth, he ne-

ver refled till \\zfinijhed the work which th: Father gave

him
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him to do. And the work that is yet upon his han d, re-

lating to the application of redemption, he is reftlefs till

it be finifhed—In a word, all things that the Father

hath are given into his hand, John xvi. 15. All things

that the Father hath are mine : infomuch tha t he is the

Author and Creator of all things, John i. 1. All things

were made by him. And the upholder of all things, as

he is the proprietor of all things, by the Father's dona-

tion, Mat. xi. 27. All things are delivered unto me ofmy
Father. And he is the centre^ all things, Eph. i. 10.

That in the difpenfation of the fulnefs of times , he might

gather together in one, all things, both which are in hea-

ven, and which are on earth. He is the Head of all

things, Eph. i. 22. Col. ii. 10. He is the Heir ofall things
y

Heb. i. 2. But now I come to (hew,

idly, What is the import of the expreffion, He hath

given all things into his hand. 1 think the words im-

port,

1. The freenefs of this difpenfation. O! in what a

free manner, and with what a free heart hath the Fa-

ther given all things into Chrift's hand ! All God's gifts

are free ; but never did he give any thing more freely

than he gave all things into Chad's hand. Love is al-

ways free in its donations to the object beloved ; and
the Father's love to the Son, being infinitely great, O!
how freely hath the Father given all things to the Son ?

It is true, that all things that concern the happinefs of

his people, and all the blemngs of the covenant were
dearly purchafed by the Lord Jefus ; and fo it cannot

be faid of what God hath given to Chrift, as Mediator,

as it mufl be faid of what he gives us, that it is without

our merit, and without motive on our part ; for, in

Chrift, there is infinite value in his blood, to merit

;

and infinite dignity and lovelinefs in his perfon, to move
the Father to give all things to him ; and therefore,

when I fay it was afree gift, do not underftand it as free

in oppofition to merit or motive, for they were both in

Chrift to an infinite degree ; but it is free in oppofition

to force or conftraint. The Father had no reluclancy in

his infinite mind, no grudge in his heart in giving all

things into Chrift's hand ; nay, it was with infinite

frank-
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franknefs and freedom -

y
for it was in infinite love and

kindnefs.

2. The words import, the fulnefs of this difpenfation

:

the Father hath given him all things ; he hath kept no-

thing back from him. He hath given him all his mind,

all his heart, all his counfel, all his fecrets, all his trea-

fures of wifdom and knowledge, all his glory, all his

authority ; all things in heaven, and earth, and under

the earth ; all perfons, and cafes, and caufes ; nothing

is with held f.

3. The words import the fitnefs of Chrift to bear the

weight of all things. What hand could be fit to put all

things into ? Well did the Father know who is the fit

hand; and, behold! infinite wifdom fees none fo fit as

Chrift, that fo all things might meet in the centre, even

in the middle perfon of the glorious Trinity, and that

all things might hang in the midft between heaven and

earth, between God and man ; therefore, infinite wif-

dom makes all things concentre in a God-man, that thus

poor finful men might get hold of all things they ftand

in need of in Chrift \ even of God himfelf \ for, God is

in Chrift.

4. The words import, the firmnefs of his title to all

things, infomuch, that not only hath he a natural right,

as God ; but a donative right, as Mediator, God-man,

to all things ; which are fo put into his hand, that they

are under his authority : all things that belong to his

church, being in his hand, are at his keeping ; all

things that can befal his church, being in his hand, are

at his difpofal ; all things finners need, being in his

hand, are at his giving : and, indeed, all things are

given into his hand, that he, having a full hand^ finners

may come and mare of his fulnefs. But,

3dly, How doth this evidence the Father's love ; or,

what love appears in this ? Why,
1. The Father's giving all things into Chrift's hand,

(hews his love to him to be a confiding love ; a love at-

tended with confidence in him, that he can truft him

f Several of thefe particulars may be feen copioufly opened up

above, on a fubjeit fomewhit parallel; Vol. IV. p, 444,-448.
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with all things that concern his greateft glory, and his

peoples good ; that he is the Father's Confident and
great Truftee, whom he can truft with all his treafures

of grace and glory, with all his treafures of power and
majefty. He loves him fo, that he can entruft him with

all things. He is entrufted with all the keys of his Fa-

ther's houfe ; I go to prepare a place for you, that where

I am, there you maybe a/fo, John xiv. 2.; and with the

keys of hell and death, Rev. i. 18.

2. The Father's giving all things into Chrifl's hand,

mews his love to him to be a complacential love. A lover

is known by his gifts ; we give gifts to them we love
;

the more we love them, the more we give them. Here
then is the greateft gift, arguing the higheft love, the

deareft love, the moil complacential love. He gives

them not only to the half but to the whole of his king-

dom : the whole of his dominion and empire : he gives

them the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermoji

ends of the earth for his poffeffion, Pfalm ii. 8. Hence,

3. It mews that his love to him is a generous love :

what greater generofity can be manifefled than by giv-

ing him ail things ? Could he give him more ? No ; it

is as much as God could give ; and, indeed, God only

could give fuch a gift ; and it is only God that could

receive fuch a gift. It is only the proprietor of all things

that could give them : and it is only the proprietor of

all things that could take them in his hand, and under
his management.

4. It mews that his love to him is afuperlative love,

and that he loves him above all things, therefore gives

all things into his hand. If there were any thing that the

Father loved better than Chrift, he would have kept that

out of his hand ; but having given him all things, it

fays, there is nothing he can lay in balance with him.

O ! how mould we love him above all things as the Fa-
ther doth ? We do not love him at all, if we do not love

him above all.

5. It fhews, that his love to him is an ingenuous love

;

there is no flattery here, nor difmgenuity ; but the molt

wonderful affection, proved by the molt confpicuous

action ; and the love of his heart evidenced bv the love

Vol. V, E e of
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of his hand, which he hath opened fo wide to him as to

give him all. The Father and the Son not only join

hands, as it were, as many will do, where there is little

ingenuity of love, and integrity of affection ; but the

Father opened his hand and put all things into the hand
of his Son.

6. It mews, that his love to him is a conjiant love, and
that he will never repent that he fet his love upon him

\

for, The gifts and callings of God are without repentance

:

and therefore, as he will never recal his love to Chrift

;

fo, he will never take out of Chrift's hand any thing

that he hath given him. Not one foul of all the elect,

of whom Chrift fays, Thine they were thou gaveji them

me, John xvii. 6. ; not one foul of them, no, not the

pooreft youth or girl in the world will he ever take out

of his hand again. Nay, the Father's hand and his meet
together, as it were, and hold them faft, that they may
never perim, never be loft, John x. 28,—30. The Fa-

ther hath given him all power in his hand to fave and
quicken whom be will, John v. 21.: and he will never

revoke the power and authority that is given him.

—

Thus you fee how the Father's giving him all things,

evidences his love ; and what love it evidences. In a

word, it evidences infinite love, eternal love, unchange-

able love.

Athly, I am to fhew, why he thus manifefts his love

to him, by giving all things into his hands. And,
1. The Father manifefts his love to the Son, by giv-

ing him all things, becaufe the Son lays out all things

that he gets for his Father's honour and glory. For ex-

ample, the words which the Father gave him he gives

out to his people ; 1 have given unto them the words which

thou gave[I me, John xvii. 8. and ver. 14. 1 have given

unto them thy word.—Again, the Spirit which the Fa-

ther gives to him, he gives to them ; The water that I
fhall give him, /hall be in him a well of water fpringing

up unto everlafling life, John iv. 14.—And both his

word of grace, and fpirit of grace, poured into the Me-
diator's lips, are what he gives out, in a conformity to

the promife -, This is my covenant with them, faith the

Lord ; my Spirit that is upon thee; and my words, which

I h-ave
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I have put into thy mouth, fljall not depart out of thy mouth,

?ior out of the mouth of thy feed ; nor out of the mouth of

thy feeds feed, faith the Lord, from henceforth andfor ever,

Ifa. lix. 21. Thus he that hath received giftsfor men
,

and to whom the Father hath given all things for men,
even for the rebellious , he gives out what he hath receiv-

ed to the Father's honour and glory. Hence, fays

Chrift, John xvii. 4. I have glorified thee on the earth ;

I have finifoed the work which thou gavefl me to do. And
what work? See a notable part of the work, ver. 22.

The glory which thou gavefl me, 1 have given them. And
what is that glory ? See a notable part of that mention-

ed, ver. 23. even the glory of his grace and love draw-

ing them to onenefs with the Father and the Sen ; / in

them, and thou in me ; that they may he made perfect in

one ; and that the world may know that thou haft fent me,

and haft loved them, as thou haft loved me. It lies in ma-
nifefling his love, his Father's love to them, in the re-

femblance that it bears of his Father's love to him. God,
therefore, manifefted his love to Chrift in giving all

things into his hand, becaufe he lays out all things the

Father gives him to the Father's glory : hence he is ex-

alted as Lord, To the glory, of God the Father, Phil. ii.

9. As Lord of lords, and Lord ofall things, to the glory

of God the Father, that he may bring in the revenue

of praife and glory, and of all things to the Father. And
thus, by him a revenue of honour comes in to the crown
of heaven, and glory to God in the highefl.

2. The Father has manifefted his love to his Son, by
giving him all things, becaufe, as he is one with the Fa-

ther in nature and in will, and is the Father's exprefs i-

mage ; his eifential image, as God ; and his reprefenta-

tive image, as Mediator ; fo he had the greateft regard

imaginable to his Father's will and command in all

things ; / delight to do thy will, O my God, Pfal. Ix. 8,

18. I lay down my life ; and this commandment have I
received of my Father, John x. 17, 18. May I not allude

to that word, Luke xi. 13. Ifye, being evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children, efpecially if they be

obedient children? O! how infinitely more muft God
the Father manifeft his love towards his eternal Son, in

E e 2 &™ing
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giving good gifts to him, whofe meat and drink was to do

his Father's will ! See Phil. ii. 6,— 10.

3. The Father manifeft's his love to his Son, by giv-

ing him all things, not only as a reward of his work and
vi&ories, that are over his head, but alfo as furniture

for the work and victories that are yet upon his hand to

accomplifh ; for, His reward is with him, and his work

ts before him, Ifa. Ixii. 1 1. Chrifl came to deftroy God's
greatefl enemies, as well as to do God's greater! work

;

For this purpofe was the Son of God manifefled, that he

miqht deftroy the works of the devil, lie defiroyed him

that had the power 0) death, that is, the devil. And the

devil hath groaned ever fince he met with him. He hath

groaned with a fore head, a pained head ; for, He bruif-

ed the head of theferpent. Chrifl was the (touted com-
batant, or ableft hand that ever hell or the devil met
with ; he would make no parley or ceffation with his

enemies, nor give over the battle till he brought the keys

of hell, death, and the grave along/} zuith him. See how
magnificently his victories are described, Ifa. lxiii. 1,—
4. Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed gar-

ments from Bozraf Tfhis that is glorious in his apparel,

travelling in the greatnejs ofhisflrength f J that fpeak in

righteoufnefs, mighty to fave. Wherefore art thou red in

thine apparel? and thy garments like him that treadeth in

the wine fat f I have trodden the zvine-prefs alone, and of
the people there was none with me ; for I will tread them

tn mine anger, and trample them in my fury ; and their

bloodfhall be fprinkled upon my garments, and I willfain
all my raiment : for, the day of vengeance is in mine heart,

and the year of my redeemed is come. And becaufe all

things are put under his feet, in point of victory and
fubjecYion ; all things are put in his hand, in point of
reward: and not only as a reward for what is over,

but as furniture for his further work and victories, as

long as there is any foul on earth to be ranfomed from
the power of fin and Satan. See Pfal. lxxxix. 20,-—

25. / have found David, my fervant ; with my holy oil

have I anointed him. With whom my hand /ball be efla-

hlijbed ; mine arm alfo fiall Jlrengthen him. The enemy,

JhaU not exact upon him
f
nor the fan of wickednefs afflicl

him

.
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him. And I will beat down his foes before his face ,
and

plague them that hate him : but my faithjulne/s and my mer-

cyIft)all be with him; and in my name /hall his horn be

exalted. I will fet his hand alfo in the fea, and his right-

hand in the rivers. Why does the Father furnifh him as

you fee, lfa. xlii. 1, 4. Behold my Servant, whom I up-

hold ; mine Elecl, in whom my foul delighteth : Ihave put

my Spirit upon him, he fhall bring forth judgment to the

Gentiles

:

—He fhall not fail, nor be difcouraged, till he

fetjudgment in the earth : and the ifles Jhall wait for his

law. It is, that he may bring forth judgment to the Gen-

tiles : therefore, he is made Head over all things unto

the church.

4. The Father manifefts his love to the Son, by giv-

ing him all things, that he might be the reftorer of all

things to God, and the giver of all things unto man

;

Then I reflored that which I took not azvay, fays Chrifl,

Pfal- lxix. 4. The firft Adam's (in had robbed God and

man : God's attributes was robbed of their honour,

God's law was robbed of its obedience ; man was rob-

bed of the favour of God, of the image of God, of the

grace of God, of the blefling of God. Now, all things

are given into Chrifl's hand, that he might reftore all

things to God and man that fin had robbed them of:

and accordingly he, as Mediator, Refores zvhat he took

not awoy ; he reltores glory to the perfections of God,
and obedience to the law of God ; and by this means
alfo, he reftores to man the favour of God in juftifica-

tion, and the image of God in fancYiiication.

In a word, he is the great magazine and ftorehoufe,

the poffeiTor of all things, and the reftorer of all things,

and the outgiver of all things, that finners (land in need

of, that thus a good (oYid foundation for faith may be

laid unto finners. This leads,

III. To the third general head propofed, namely, How
this love of the Father to the Son, thus evidenced, by
giving all things into his hand, is a ground offaith to

finners.

It is laid down here for the encouragement of the

faith of all fmners that hear of it ; for it follows, He
thai
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that beltevetb on the Son bath everlafling life, Everlafl-

ing life is in his hand, where all things are ; and there-

fore, let fmners come to him, and believe in him, for

all things that they need. It is the greateft encourage-

ment to faith in the world, that all the riches of the new
covenant are depofited in his hand ; and that in feveral

refpecls.

i . It is the ftrongeft encouragement to faith that all

is in fuch a good hand ; for,

(i.) Here is ground of faith and hope to finners, that

all things are given into fuch a kind hand. Herein the

love and kindnefs of God towards man appeared, Titus iii.

4. ; that all things finners need are given into the hand
of a lovingfriend of theirs, an elder brother; a near kinf
man ; one that is bone ofour bone, and flefh of ourflefh ;

who, out of kindnefs towards us, took on our nature

;

out of kindnefs, died in our nature, and in our room

;

in loving-kindnefs, came from heaven, and returned a-

gain thither ; and now, in loving-kindnefs, fends the

gofpel unto us, and has promifed to fend the Spirit

with it. Is not here ftrong ground for faith and hope ?

(2.) Here is encouragement for faith and hope, that

all things are given into fuch a high and great hand ; who,
as he hath infinite kindnefs, fo he hath infinite great-

nefs : and therefore will acl: both in a fuitablenefs to the

kindnefs of his heart, and to the greatnefs of his mind.

As a liberal man devifes liberal things, and a great man
loves to do great things, how much more will the great

God do infinitely greater things, and that even to-

wards great fmners ? And therefore, they may be en-

couraged to come to him, and look for great things

from him.

(3.) Here is ground of encouragement to the faith

and hope of finners, that all things are given into fuch a

wife hand ; even his, who is the wifdom of God, and
knows how to give out of his treafures, and when, and
in what meafure ; His under/landing is infoiite. He is a
God ofjudgment, and blejfed are all they that waitfor him,

Ifa. xxx. 18.; for, He waits to be gracious. He waits

the bed time, and therefore we would do bed to wait

his time, and we (hall find it to be the bed : He that be-

lieveth
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lieveth maketh not hajle, knowing that wifdo?n dwelletb

with God.

(4.) Here is ground of faith and hope to fmners, that

all things are given into fuch an able hand ; who is the

power of God, as well as the wifdom of God : able to keep
things that the Father commits to him, and able to keep
all things that believers commit to him ; able to fave to

the uttermofl, able to help at the laft extremity, able to

give out all things needful for our various circumftanc-

es, and able to do far above all that we can afk or
think.

(5.) Here is ground of faith, that the Father hath
given all things into fuch a fure hand ; infomuch, that

all the bleflings and mercy, that he hath in his hand to

give, are called, The fure mercies of David, Ifa. lv. 3.
Acts xiii. 34. All the promifes in him, are fure pro-

mifes ; for, the covenantfiands fafi in him ; Pfal. Ixxxix.

28. My faithfulnefs and my mercy fhall be with him, fays

God, ver. 24. His name is called, Faithful and truey
Rev. xix. 1 1 . You may depend upon his word, more
than upon the oath of all the angels of heaven, and
faints on earth ; thefe are but changeable creatures,

but he is the unchangeable God, and unchangeable
truth itfelf.

(6.) Here is ground of faith, that all things are given
into fuch an open hand. He keeps an open door to all

that will come, and an open hand to all that will take
;

and therefore fays, Rev. xxii. 17. JVhofoever will, let

him come, and take of the water of life freely^ Ho ! every
one that thirflelb, come ye to the waters ; he that hath no
money, come ; buy wine and milk without money and with-
out price, Ifa. lv. 1. As the Father hath an open hand
to him, fo he hath an open hand to us : Freely he hath
received, and freely he gives. His hand, though it be
a fure hand, yet it is not a fliut or a clofed hand ; no,
by no means : it is an open hand, and a giving hand

;

and well were it for us if we had a receiving hand : he
gives freely, and we are called to receive freely. And
hence he commands us to preach the gofpel to every crea-

ture, be what they will, of rational creatures among A-
dam's
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dam's pofterity : although they have finned themfelvcs

into the likenefs of devils
;

yet, if they be creatures,

preach the gofpel to them ; offer Chrift, and all things

in him, to them : and he injoins his minifters to be free

and unhampered in their offers and proffers, faying,

Freely ye have received, freely give. Here is fuch en-

couragement to faith, that finners may fee that they are

welcome to come, and take what they will, out of his

flock.

2. Here is ground for faith and hope, that all things

being given to Chrift, there is nothing that finners need,

but what is here ; bread enough and to fpare. There is

an overflowing ocean of all good in Chrift for finners,

and that his grace doth infinitely exceed all our fins,

and all our wants. It is unbelief that doth diminifh and
limit the fulnefs of Chrift : it (hews the foul a multitude

of fins and wants, but it hides and conceals the fulnefs

of Chrift, and locks up his treafures. It is true, people

pretend this, and that, as a hinderance and difcourage-

ment to their believing : but however the ground of their

not clofing with Chrift is, it turns chiefly upon this,

that they doubt of his fulnefs. Nay, fay you, my doubt

is of his willingness ; but I have no doubt of his ful-

ness. I fear you miftake it, O finner ; and that your

chief doubt is about his fulnefs ; and that your doubt of

his willingnefs flows from the doubt of his fulnefs. What

!

is it poflible that one can believe the immenfe fulnefs of

Chrift, as having all things in his hand, and yet, at the

fame time, believe that he is a niggard, and has nothing

to fpare ? No, no : if you believe his fulnefs, you can-

not but believe his willingnefs ; and if ye doubt of his

willingnefs, it flows from a doubt of his fulnefs ; for

thefe two go together : In my Father's houfe, there is

bread enough and to fpare, Luke xv. 17. If you think

there is nothing to fpare for you, it is becaufe you think

there is not bread enough, and fulnefs enough in Chrift

;

for, if ye believe there is bread enough in him, then you

will believe that there is to fpare alfo. Examine, there-

fore, your faith of his fulnefs again : if you do not fee

there is enough in Chrift, no wonder you do not fee

what a free heart he hath, when you do not fee what a

free
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free hand he hath. But, O firmer ! as the fuhufs of the

Godhead is in him ; fo, if there were ten thoufand mil-

lions of worlds, and as many heavens full of men and
angels, Chrift would not be pinched to fupply all their

wants, and fill them all. Chrift is the well of life ; but,

who knows how deep it is to the bottom ? • And the

due confideration of this might provoke all the world to

come, and draw water out of this well of falvation with
joy, were it not that their eyes are fhut, through unbe-
lief; they fee not the well, nor the overflowing fulnefs

thereof.

3. Here is ground for faith and hope, in that as all

things are given to Chrift, fo this inexhauftible fulnefs

in him is not for himfelf, but to be difpenfed, and com-
municated to poor finners : For, here is the Father's

giving all things to the Son, as Mediator betwixt God
and man. You will fay, There is fulnefs enough in

Chrifl ; but what is that to me f Why, it wholly con-
cerns thee ; it is treafured up in Chrifl forfinners ; yea,

for the worft of finners, that they may believe in him,
and receive all things in him and with him : He hath
received gifts for mem, Pfalm lxviii. 18. Ah! fay you,
but I am a rebellious devil. Well, it is even for the

rebellious. Hence alfo, Eph. i. 22. He is head over ail

things to the church ; he hath all things in his hand. Well,

but it is as head of the body the church : as treafures

and endowments of wit, and fenfe, and the like in the

natural head, are for the body, and for the fervice of it

;

fo, the treafures in Chrift are for the fervice of finners

in the vifible church ; finners, that are made faints al-

ready ; and finners, who are to be made fo, by his

grace ; and his grace that is in him is publifhed and
preached to every creature under heaven, Col. i. 23. that

every one may apply it to himfelf, and hear believingly,

when he is faying, in effect, " I have all things in my
" hand, and I have them for thee: I have life and falva-

" tion, and I have them for thee; I have peace and par-
" don, and I have them for thee; I have righteoufnefs,
" fandification, and redemption, and I have them for

" thee ; I have grace and glorv, and I have them for

Vol. V. Ff thee."
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" thee." Therefore, go to him firmer, and expecl all

from him ; and fay not, Alas ! it is not for me ; for, be

who thou wilt, To thee is the word ofthis falvation fent

:

and, therefore, receive not this grace of God in vain ;

for, it is unbelief that fays, There is nothing for me

:

but faith fays, It is all for me ! O ! he is a fit Saviour

for me ; he hath fupplies of all wants for me ; healing

for me, help for me, all for me.

4. Here is ground for faith and hope to Tinners, in

regard, that the Father's love to Chrift, in giving all

things into his hand, as the Saviour of finners, is juft a

difcovery of God^s fovereign grace and love to finners, in

and through Chrilt : and therefore, God is reprefented

as fitting upon a throne ofgrace, and the Lamb fitting al-

io upon the throne, where, in his Father's name, he

difpenfes the bleflings that are given to him, and that

as a glorious King, upon a gracious throne. He acts

like a King, pardons like a King, faves like a King

and Sovereign ; and while he distributes all in a way
of free grace, he pardons, becaufe he will ; faves,

becaufe he will ; has mercy, becaufe he will have

mercy. Why, what is the nature of fovereign grace ?

It is the nature of it to act from itfelf, to itfelf, with-

out confideration of any thing in us ; without re-

fpe& either to the worthinefs or unworthinefs of the

creature ; neither retrained, by our evil ; nor con-

strained, by our good : but all running out in a way of

free love ; Hof. xiv. 4. / will heal their hackflidings ; /
will love themfreely. " No matter then, may faith fay,

however vile and wretched I be, while I have to do with

fuch love ; the Father loving the Son, and giving him
all things, and that in love to the like of me." As free

grace is the rife and fpring, fo the exalting of free grace

is the end of this great bufmefs of falvation in Chrift. It

is not what fuch and fuch finners do, or do not deferve,

that he confiders ; but what his grace can do for them,

and what will make moft for the glory of that grace,

and what will fet the crown, the brightest crown on the

head of free grace. This is evident, Eph. i. 6, 12, 14.

To the praife and glory of his grace, wherein he hath made

us accepted in the Beloved;—Thai we fbould he to the

praife
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praife of his glory, whofirfl trufled in Chrift :— JVhich is

the earneft of our inheritance, until the redemption of the

purchafed poffeffion, unto the praife of his glory. His de-

fign is, that grace might reign, Rom. v. 21. and that Tin-

ners might ling the praifes of free grace, free love.

" O ! who am I ? fays the foul that hath obtained mer-
" cy : What ! fuch a rebel, and yet pardoned ! fuch
" an enemy, and yet reconciled ! fuch a black devil,

" and yet warned and made white in the blood of the
" Lamb ! fuch a fiend of hell, and yet made a favourite

" of heaven ! O grace ! grace !" This is God's defign

to magnify his grace and love in Chrift upon finners,

that they may love him much, who has pardoned much
>

and ferve him lovingly, who has faved them freely.

5. Here is ground for faith, and encouragement for

the hope of finners, that the Father having loved the

Son, and given all things into his hand, it mult be ac-

ceptable to the Father that finners come to Chrift for all

things they need, and employ him for all things they

have ado, and truft in him for all things they want

:

This is his commandment that we believe in him, 1 John iii.

23. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed,

hear ye him. Do you think God will be angry with you,

if you come to Chrift ? No ;• you cannot pleafe God bet-

ter, you cannot honour him more : for this is his very

defign in giving all things to him, that you may come
and get all things from him.

6. Here is ground for faith and hope, that the Father

loves the Son, fo as to give all things into his hand, m
regard that, as it is acceptable to the Father, fo it is ho-

nourable to the Son, that finners come to him for all things.

As the Father gave all things to Chrift, that he might

put honour upon him ; fo the (inner, giving employ-

ment to Chrift, in all things he hath ado, puts honour
upon him : and as it is the Father's honour, that he gave

all things to Chrift ; fo it is to the Son's honour, that

he gave out of this fulnefs to finners in a way of caufmg

them to believe in him. And here is wonderful encou-

ragement to faith and believing, that it is the glory and

perfection of Chrift, as Mediator, to receive finners,

and give out himfelf, and all things to (hem, that they

F f 2 . need.
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need. Chrifl has a twofold glory, viz, the glory of his

perfon, as the Son of God ; and the glory of his office,

as Mediator, and Head of the fecond covenant : the

former is infinitely complete and full, and can admit of

no diminution, or augmentation, being unchangeably

the fame for ever ; but the glory and perfection of his.

office, as Mediator, is flill more and more complete,

the more finners he receives, and the more grace he

gives out ; and here there is an increqfe of his govern-

ment9 an increafe of his glory, and perfection, and com-
pletenefs : hence the church is called his fulnefs, Eph. i.

23. If the church be his fulnefs, then the more that is

filled, by his receiving finners, and giving out grace to

them, the more full and complete is he himfelf. His

mediatory honour and perfection grows ; and hence al-

fo the faints are called the glory of Chrifl, 1 Cor. viii.

23. As Chrifl alone is their glory, fo they are his glo-

ry. How his glory ? Not only becaufe they glorify him
actively, but alfo becaufe he lays out his grace upon
them, and they have nothing but by free gift from him

;

and therefore he is faid to be glorified in them. O ! what
encouragement to faith and believing is here ! feeing

thus you not only fhall be glorified by Chrifl, and have
everlafling life by him ; but alfo, you fhall glorify Chrifl,

and he fhall have everlafling honour by you. O Sirs,

it is a part of his exaltation to give out of his fulnefs

;

for, He is exalted to give repentance and remijjion offin.
O ! how may unbelief fink and die, and faith rife and
ling, before this confideration. " It is Ctirifl's honour to

" reeeive me ; it is his glory to beflow himfelf and his

" grace upon me. The Father in love hath given all

ie things to him, that he may get honour and glory in

" giving out all things needful for me."

IV. Thefourth thing propofed, in the general method,
was the application of the fubject.

Is it fo, that the Father loves the Son, fo as to give

all things into his hand ? Hence many precious truths

may be feen in the feveral branches of the text and doc-

trine, namely, 1. That the Father loves the Son* 2.

That he hath given all things into his hand. 3. That
this
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this is a flrong argument and encouragement for

faith.

\fi,
Is it fo, that the Father loveth the Son? Hence

we may fee,

1. The infinite love of God, in giving the Son of his

love to be a Saviour and a facrifice for the like of us.

O ! how excellent is his loving-kindnefs ! And, how preci-

ous is his grace, that he mould love fuch vile creatures,

and make his love to flow in fuch a channel as this of his

love to his Son ! Here is a love that pajfeth knowledge and

comprehenfion, and they comprehend it beft, who com-

prehend that it is incomprehenfible ; they know it bell

who know that it pajfeth knowledge, Eph. hi. 18, 19.

O I does the Father love the Son, as our Surety and
Saviour? How aftonifhing mould the love of God, in

Chrift, be to us ! Are we not obliged to love that God
that loves our Reedemer ; and loves him, becaufe he is

our Redeemer ?

2. See here aflrong argument to make ufe of in our ap-

plication to Godfor what we need. We are to go to God,
in Chrift, and to plead upon the love he bears to

Chrift ; there cannot be a ftronger argument with

God than this, the Father's love to the Son. This is the

argument on which Chrift pleads, and prays for his

people, John xvii. 24. Father, I will, that they alfo

whom thou hajl given me, he with me, where I am, that

they may hehold my glory which thou hafl given vie ; for

thou loved/1 me before the foundation of the world. You
hear commonly, that we mould pray in the name of

Chrifl ; and if we pray the Father, in his name, we fhall

he heard, whatfoever we afk. What is it to pray the Fa-

ther in Chrift's name ? It is even to raife our faith, and

embolden our confidence with God, merely on the ac-

count of that high love the Father bears to the Son ;

and that, though we have nothing that is lovely in God's

fight ; nay, but rather every thing that is lothibm,

though we have nothing in us to make God love us,

but a thoufand things to make him lothe us
;
yet we

build our hope of acceptance and fuccefs, upon the Be-

loved of the Father, and upon the Father's love to him.

He is a blefled believer that can plead with God upon
this
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this argument, for he mall prevail : *And whatfoever ye
Jhall ajk, in my name, that will I do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If ye Jhall ajk any thing in my
name, I will do it, John xiv. 13, 14. dind in that day ye
Jhall ajk me nothing : verily, verily, Ifay unto you, what-

foever ye Jhall ajk the Father in my name, he will give it

you, John xvi. 23. Where you fee both the Father and
the Son engaged to do it.

3. See how dear and precious Chrift Jhould he to us ;

fince the Father loves him, what mould move us to love

him if this do not ? How precious mould he be to us

who is precious unto God ? It would argue that the

mind of God and the Spirit of God was in us, if the

Father's beloved were our beloved.

4. See here the right rule of our love to Chrift, name-
ly, to love him as the Father loves him. Wherein
mould our love to Chrift refemble the Father's love ?

Why, the Father's love to the Son was evidenced in

choojing him to be our Saviour and Surety : fo mould
our love to Chrift be manifefted in making choice of

him to be our Saviour and Surety ; infomuch, that as

God hath laid all our help upon him, fo we mould lay

all our help where God hath laid it.—Again, the Fa-

ther's love to the Son was evidenced in giving all things

into his hand : thus fhould our love to Chrift be evi-

denced in putting all things in his hand as the Father

doth ; and particularly, you may put your hearts in his

hand ; that he may keep them
;

put your fouls in his

hand, that he may fave them
;

put your plagues in his

hand, that he may heal them ;
put your corruptions in

his hand, that he may weaken and fubdue them
; put

your wants in his hand, that he may fupply them
;
put

your work in his hand, that he may work all your works

in you, and for you ; put your burdens in his hand, that

he may bear them : put all things in his hand, and thus

evidence your love to him, by putting honour upon
him, as a Prophet, to teach you ; as a Prieft, to par-

don ; and as a King, to conquer you by his grace, and
crown you with his glory. This leads to the fecond

branch.

'idly, Is it fo, that the Father hath evidenced his love

to
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to his Son by giving all things into his hand? Hence

we may fee,

1. How the infinite wifdom of God hath outwitted the

policy of the devil in his fubtile attack upon, and in rob-

bing the firft Adam of all his flock, and thereby think-

ing to deflroy all mankind : but, behold, the fecond

Adam appears with a flock incomparably greater than

that which the firft Adam loft ! O ! what a happy

change of Adam's ! what a happy change of covenants

and covenant heads ! The fecond Adam is well-fur-

nifhed, having all things in his hand; and there the flock

is well fecured in a hand that the devil dare not meddle

with ; in a hand that hath already bruifed his head, and

hath fpoiled principalities and powers, and hath all things

put infubjeclion under his feet, Heb. ii. 8.

2. See what a great zvant it is to want Chrijl ; for,

then they want all things : they have nothing that are

without Chrifl ; they have no wifdom, they have no
flrength, no righteoufnefs. They are deftitute of God;
for God and all his perfection, are in him. They are

deftitute of the Spirit ; for, the Spirit, and all his grac-

es, are in Chrifl ; they are deftitute of all things ; for,

all things are in him : and he is all in all. Without
Chrifl, ordinances are nothing but an empty fhell ; the

facramental fupper, without Chrifl, is but an empty
table ; fermons, without Chrifl, are but an empty found

;

heaven, without Chrifl, is but an empty void: heaven
would be but darknefs, if the Lamb were not the light

of the place. The finner, then, that remains without

Chrifl, is nothing but a hell full of wickednefs ; empty
of all good, and curfed in the want of all things.

3. See what a great thing it is to have Chrijl, becaufe

they who have Chrifl, have all things, Rom. viii. 32.

When God gives Chrifl, he cannot but, with him, free-

ly give him all things ; for, he hath given all things intD

his hand. O how happy are believers ! All things are

yours, becaufe Chrifl is yours ; 1 Cor. iii. 21,—23. All

things are yours, -whether Paul, or jipollcs, or Cephas,

or the world, or life, or death> or things prefent, or things

to come ; all is yours, and ye are CbrijFs, and Chrijl is

Cod's, The believer's flock can never be fpent ; and

he
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he can never fee himfelf in mifery as long as he is look-

ing to his Head. He can never lofe any thing but it is

well repaid in Chrifl ; and fo long as Chrill is to the fore,

he has all things in him.

4. If the Father has given all things into Chrifl's

hand, then hence we may be fure of feveral particu-

lars.

(1.) We may be fure that we cannot go to a better

hand for all that we need ; for, he hath all things in his

hand, both by a natural right, as God ; and a denative

right, as Mediator : therefore we may fay, To whcm
/hall we go? thou haft the words of eternal life, John vi.

68. To whom mould we go for light, and life, and

flrength, and pardon, and peace, and perfeverance ?

To whom mould we go for the Spirit of faith, for the

Spirit of repentance, for the Spirit of grace, and fuppli-

cation ?— Again, We may be fure that it is eafy with

Chrifl: to fupply all our needs, and to give us all fuffici-

ency in all things, 2 Cor. ix. 8. He hath not far to go

to bring our fupply ; no : he hath no more ado but

open his hand ; for, the Father hath given all things into

his hand*

(2.) We maybe fure that all things (ball work together

for good
y
to them that love God, Rom. viii. 28. All things

are for their fakes, becaufe all things are in the hand of

their Lord, and Head, and Hufband ; and he can eafily

turn them about in his hand for accomplishing his plea-

fure and their profit. The worft things, as well as the

bed, are in his hand ; the moil heavy croffes, as well

as comforts, are in his hand, and at his difpofal.

(3.) We may be fure that the covenant is well-ordered

in all things, and the covenant Head hath all things in his

hand, who will do all things well ; and will have this tef-

timony from all his children, at the end of the day, that

he hath done all things well. How can it be otherwife,

when all things are put in his infinitely wife and gracious

hand ? It is unbelief to fay, O ! there is an ill-ordered

providence ; there is an ill-ordered trial. Stay a little,

till faith look up and fee all things in Chrift's hand ; and

fee all things managed by the hand of infinite wifdom,

infinite holinefs, infinite rightcoulhefs, faithfulnefs, and
truth..
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truth, and then it will fay, " O ! well-ordered tempta-
" tion, that hath thus humbled me. O ! well-ordered
" tribulation, that hath made me take reft in God only,

" O 1 well-ordered chaftifements, that have driven me
" to my heavenly Father. O ! well-ordered lories and
" crofles, that have weaned me from the world, and
" made Chrift precious to me. O ! well-ordered de-
" fertion, that tended to imbitter that which feparated
" between God and me, and made his prefence more
" precious to me than ever. O ! well-ordered victory,

" that fin and Satan got over me, that tended to fill my
" heart with holy revenge againfl fin, and made me fet

" the powers of heaven againil the powers of hell. O

!

u well-ordered difappointment, at fuch and fuch a time,
" that made me know that God was a Sovereign, to
" be waited on, and not to be limited to my time. O

!

" well-ordered providence, that dried up the dreams
" of creature-comforts, and worldly enjoyments that I

" might betake myfelf to the fountain of all confolati-

" on. O ! well-ordered extremity, that fo tended to
" make the Lord's appearing, at fuch a time, to be
" wonderful and welcome ; for, 7* was brought low, and
" he helped me"—All things are well-ordered, became
all things are in his hand. Again,

(4.) We may be fure that the dead Jhall rife again,

according to the word of God, and that by the power
of the Mediator ; for, all things, even the duft of the

earth, is in his hand, and particularly the duft of the

faints ; he hath undertaken to raife them up at the laft

day: John vi. 39, 40, 44, 54. And this is the Father*s

will which hath fent me, that of all which he hath given
me Ijhould lofe nothing, but Jhould raife it up again at the

laft day. And this is the will of him that fent me, that

every one that feeth the Son, and believeth in him, may
have everlafting life, and I will raife him up at the loft

day. No man can come unto me, except ihe Father which
fent me draw him, and I will raije him up at the la/I

dav.

(5.) We may be fure that deadfinners may be raifed

!o fpiritual life, and dead hearts quickened to a new and
"Vol. V. G g lively
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lively hope ; for all things, and all hearts are in his

hand, who is the refurreclion and the life : John xi. 25.

The hour is coming, fays Chrift, and now is, [and, O !

may it be now at this occafion !] when the dead /ball

hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear fhall

live. O ! may the Spirit of life that is in Chrift's hand,

enter among thefe dead and dry bones, that they may
live.

(6 ) We may be fure that miniflers can do nothing to

communicate faving light to darkened minds, without power

from Chrift; for they are called flars in his right-hand;

and they can give no light if he (hut his hand : and while

they, in particular, are faid to be in his hand, it fays,

that their gifts, and parts, and miniftry, and fuccefs

;

their labour, fo long here or elfewhere, is all at the fpe-

cial difpofal of the Lord Jefus.

(7.) We may be fure that nothing can fill out without

his ordering, and over-ruling providence ; for, all things,

and all the reins of government are in his hand. This

may be filencing amidft all the troubles that the church

of God, and all the trials that the children of God, are

tryfted with ; / was dumb, I opened not my mouth, be-

caufe thou didfl it, Pfal. xxxix. 9. Is there evil in the city,

and the Lord hath not done it. I have done it, fays the

Lord : all the evil of afflictions are of his ordering : Who
laid fuch a man on a fick-bed ? Who made fuch a man
a widower, and his children motherlefs ? Who made
fuch a woman a widow, and her children fatherlefs ?

Who was it that made fuch a man weak and fickly, or

fmote fuch an one with the gout, or gravel, or flux ?

I have done it, fays the Lord.—As to the evil offin, you

muft anfwer for it ; but as to the evil of affliction, I will

anfwer for it ; that it is that I have done it : wherefore,

befill and know that I am God,

(8.) We may be fure hence, that Chrifl is God, o-

therwife he were not capable of this honour to have all

things given into his hand. What fhall we think of thofe

that would difhonour Chrift, by withholding all things

from him, and denying his fupreme Deity, making him
incapable of receiving all tilings, or managing all things ?

How contrary to God the Father are Arian blafphemers ?

The
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The Father gives all things to him, and they would take

all things from him, that the Father gave him
;

yea,

and the things that the Father never gave him : his di-

vine nature and eflence is a thing the Father never gave

him ; for, he is eflentially one and the fame God with

the Father ; but, by diverting him of this, they would

take away all from him, and leave him nothing but a

name.

(9.) We may be fure, that the time is coming where-

in Chrift will gather out of his kingdom all things that of-

fend, Mat. xiii. 41. For, all things are under his hand,

and under his feet ; and he is Head over all things to the

church. Many things are amifs in the church of God ;

it is robbed and fpoiled, in many refpe&s ; but he that

hath all things in his hand rules, and over-rules : let our

eyes be towards him for better days ; and though our

eyes fhould be fhut before we fee them, may we live and

die in the faith of this, that the Lord will appear in his

glory to build up Zion ; and that at lad the church mili-

tant mail be triumphant.

(10.) We may be fure, that Chrift is a pearl ofgreat

price, and that he is the money that anfivers all things ;

becaufe all things are given into his hand : and we fhould

count all things but lofs and dung for the excellency of the

knowledge of Chrift. There is" that in Chrift that will

anfwer all our needs, all our wants, all our neceflities,

all our defires, all our hopes.

(11.) We may be fure, that all things fhall be ful-

filled, whatfoever he hath promifed ; for, all things are in

his hand. We need not doubt of his performing his

promife ; for, what he hath promifed to give, he hath

in his hand to give, and will do it in his own time.

(12.) We may be fure, that all things, whatfoever

we afk, believing, we fhall receive : And whatfoever yt

Jball afk in ?ny name, that will I do, that the Father may

be glorified in the Son ; Ifye fhall ajh any thing in my name,

I will do it, John xiv. 13*14. And in that day ye fhall

afk me nothing : verily, verily, Ifay unto you, whatfoever

ye fhall afk the Father in my name, he will give it you,

John xvi. 23.

(13.) We may be fure, that preparation for a commu-

G g 2 nhn
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mon-table is to be had only from the Lord Jefus ; for, as

all things come of him, 1 Chron. xxix. 14. ; fo the pre-

paration ofthe heart is from the Lord. We are to look

to him for a communion-frame ; and what is that ? I

think the beft communion-frame is a believing frame

:

and what for a frame is that ? Really, I fuppofe, it is

the frame that is the leaft known ? it is a frame wherein

the foul comes to be denied to all frames that it ufes to

rely upon, and think much of, and come to fay, in ef-

fect, to this purpofe, Though the Lord fhould deny me
a lively frame, a mourning frame, a melting frame

;

yea, though he mould allow me nothing in my own
hand, yet this (hall fuffice me, if I can go believing and
rejoicing in this, that all my flock is in the hand of

Chrift. I have nothing to confide in but Chrift, as the

the Lord my righteoulhefs and ftrength : it is a frame
wherein the perfon is fenfible that he has nothing, but

yet goes away leaning upon him whom the Father

loves, and to whom he hath given all things. This

leads,

3^/y, To the third clafs of inferences, from the other

part of the doctrine, namely, That the Father's love to

Chrift, in giving all things into his hand, is a flrong ar-

gument and encouragementforfaith 1 this I have demon-
ftrated already. And if it be fo, hence we may fee,

1 . That there is nothing to hinder our matching and
marrying with the Son of God by faith ; for all things are

ready, therefore we may come to the marriage, before

you come to the marriage /upper, Mat. xxii. 4. All

things are ready ; for, all things are in the Bridegroom's
hand : The Father loves him, and hath given all things

into his hand.—The wedding-garment is ready for you to

put on
; pardon of fin, and peace with God, and all is

ready in his hand to give you. But, fay you, / am not

ready. Why, what want you to make you ready ? Do
you want faith, repentance, love, or any grace, to make
you ready ? Do you want fuch and fuch a humbled, and
believing, and penitent heart to make you ready ? And
will you never come till you have thefe things ? Why,
then, you will never come at all ; for thefe things are

no where to be had but in Chrft's hand, where all things

are
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are. And therefore, in God's name, I call you, who
are fenfible of your want of all thefe good things, to

come and join hands with Chrift, and put your hand, as

it were, in his hand, wherein all things are, and you

{hall not want ; for, all things are ready in his hand to

give you. Therefore,

2. It is no matter though finners have nothing to bring

alongjl with them to Chrift ; though they are poor,

deftitute of all things, they are welcome; yea, the

more poor, the more welcome to him that hath all

things in his hand to give. What though you are no-

thing, and have nothing, and are a thoufand times

worfe than nothing, and crying out in your heart, Oh

!

I have no faith, no love, no grace, no good about me,

and all things wanting : is that your cafe ? I will tell you,

man, woman, you are the welcomed perfon in all the

world to come to Chrift, who has all things given into

his hand : To this man will I look, even to him that is

poor, and of a contrite fpirit, and trembleth at my word,

Ifa. Ixvi. 2. As for you that are rich, and increafed

with goods, andjland in need of nothing ; and are ready

to fay you have many good things, you have a good

heart to God, and you have good frames, and good de-

fires, and are good Chriftians, and good neighbours ;

and do fo many good duties, and think you have fo

many good things ; really I fear our Lord gets little

honour from you ; for, you have fome money, and you

will not come to take all things freely out of Chrifl/s

hand, without money, and without price. Indeed, if peo-

ple go to a public change, they can get nothing without

money ; but if you go to a king's palace, it is an affront

to the prince if you mould offer money for any thing.

Oh ! what an affront is it to the King of kings, who has

all things in his hand to give, for you to offer him mo-
ney ? I am not offering that, fay you

;
yes, you do it,

when you fay, in effecl, " I have fo many good things

" about me ; therefore, I hope, he will give me more

;

" I am none of the word of folks, I hope ; and there-

" fore, I trull he will fave me." You are not yet for

falvation by free grace, according to the new covenant;

no : you are {landing upon the rotten covenant of

works.
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works. If God have mercy on you, he will bring you to

nothing, that he may bring you to Chrift for all things.

3. Hence fee the nature offaith, and a mark and evi-

dence of its being true faving faith, or believing unto

everlafting life. It is a faith that believes the Father

loves the Son, and hath given all things into his hand

;

and reds content with fuch a Chrift as this : Let a man
examine himfelf andfo let him eat. Examine your faith

on this ; Have you a faith that believes the Father's love

to the Son, and giving all things into his hand, fo as

you are well content that all your flock of righteoufnefs

and ftrength is in Chrift's hand ? This is a mark that will

diftinguifti the believer from the clofeft hypocrite. It is

the foundeft faith that can rejoice in this, that all things

are in ChriJVs hand. Hypocrites may have fomething

from Chrift, but they have nothing in him ; they cannot

make this their boaft, that they have all things in Chrift

:

but let hypocrites boaft of their common gifts, common
graces, common attainments, or whatever they may have

from Chrift
;
yet thefe only have moft from him who are

content, and glad at their hearts, that their all is in him
;

and that their ftock is in his hand. Hence believers are

faid to beflrong in the Lord, and in the power ofhis might :

jlrong in the grace that is in Chrifl Jefus. Hypocrites

may be, like the ivy, growing up the tree very clofs,

and receiving fap therefrom : and yet it grows upon its

own root. They may grow up in a profeffion, and re-

ceive the fap of common influences from Chrift, and yet

they grow upon the root of the old covenant, were never

rooted in Chrift : they have only fomethings from him,

but nothing in him. But the believer is rooted in Chrift,

and hath his all from him, into whofe hand the Father

hath given all things. Hence the Spirit of Chrift may
be upon a hypocrite, in refpec~t of common operations

;

but the Spirit of Chrift is in the believer, in refped of

fpecial inhabitation. The hypocrite is like a pool of wa-

ter, maintained only from without, by the clouds ; but

the believer is like a well of water, fpringing up to ever-

lofting life ; for, he hath not only many things from
CI ill, but he hath all things in him, and lives upon him
for all things.

4. And
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4. And laflly, We may hence fee the duty of allflu-

tters, as well as faints, as long as they have fin and want

about them, namely, to come to Chrijlfor all things ; be-

caufe the Father loves him, and hath given all things in-

to his hand. O what a full-handed Saviour is here ! and
fuch a full and folid foundation for faith that you can

have no objection againfl coming to Chrifl, but what
the text will anfwer. Chrift hath all offices for faving

finners : the Father that gave him all things, hath a-

nointed him to all faving offices. If you be ignorant ; he

is a Prophet, to reveal the will of God to you : if you
be guilty ; he is a Priefl, to reconcile God and you, and
make peace by the blood of the crofs : if you be a bond

/lave to fin and Satan ; he is a King, to ranfom you from
the power of thefe enemies. He to whom the Fa-

ther hath given all things, to him he hath given all

offices fuiting your various cafes ; and, therefore, be
your cafe what it will, there is no ground to flay at

a diflance from him.—As he hath given him all offices,

fo he hath given him all relations fuitable to our need

;

therefore in fcripture he is fet forth in manifold re-

lations wherein he (lands to finners in the vifible

church, namely, as a Head, a Hufband, a Bride-

groom, a Phyfician, an Advocate : therefore, whatever
relation he claims to himfelf, claim you to be the party

related to him, faying, " If he be a Head, I will be a
" member ; if he be a Hufband, I will be a wife ; if

" he be a Bridegroom, I will be the bride ; if he be a
" Phyfician, I will be the patient ; if he be an Advo-
" cate, I will be the client."—Yea, he is given to be
all things that we need, and all things are given into his

hand. Nothing, therefore, in the world mould hinder
your coming to Chrift, and believing in him ? Are you
objecting againfl believing in him ? No doubt you are

;

and yet I will tell you, I know of no objection you have,

but what this doctrine will be an argument and a reafon

for faith, inftead of being a reafon againfl it.

You object, that you are a mod prodigious guilty (in-

ner; Why, that is a reafon for your coming to him,
becaufe the pardon of all fin is in his hand ; he hadpower
on earth toforgivefin: and hath he not power in heaven?

Are
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—Are you a filthy (inner ? Why, that is a reafon for

looking to him ; becaufe the warning away of all fllthi-

nefs is in his hand ; and therefore he fays, If I <wajh

thee not , thou haft no part in me. The blood ofjefus Chrift

cleanfethfrom allfin.—Are you over-run with maladies,

plagues, and difeafes ; fuch as, deadnefs, darknefs, hard-

nefs of heart, and enmity ? Well, that is a reafon why
you mould come to him ; for, the healing of all difeafes

is in his hand ; his name is, The Lord, the healer.—Are

you a bondjlave to the devil, and a captive to (in ? Why,
that is a reafon for your coming to him ; for, the looting

of all bonds is in his hand: and, if the Son make you

free, youjhall he free indeed.—Are you under the power

of lufls and corruptions f That is a reafon for your coming

to him ; for, the fubduing of all corruptions is in his

hand: All power in heaven and earth is given to him.—
Are you burdened and under heavy loads ? That is a rea-

fon why you mould come to him ; for, the bearing of

all burdens is in his hand : Come unto me, all ye that are

weary and heavy laden , and I will give you reft. Caft your

burden upon the Lord, and he zvill fuflain thee.—hxc you

under heavy c roffes f That is a good reafon for your com-

ing to him ; for, the fancliiying of all crolfes is in his

hand : By this jhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged ; and

this is all the fruit to take azvay fin. In their affliHion

they will feek me early.—Are you preifed with innumer-

able objetlions, that you think no minifter in the world

can anfwer ? Why, that is a reafon for your coming to

Chrift; for, the anfwering of all objections is in his

hand : / have put my Spirit upon him, fays the Father,

and he fhall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.—Are

you oppreifed with fears ? Behold the difpelling of all

fears is in his hand ; and he can force them away with

a word, faying, Fear not, only believe*—Are you bewil-

dered in the mid of darknefs and ignorance, not know-

ing what way to take ? That is a reafon for believing

in him, who is given to be a light to lighten the Gentiles.

He that walketh in darknefs, and hath no light, let him

trufl in the name ofthe Lord, andflay himfelf upon his God.

I will lead the blind in a way that they knozv not, and^ in

-baths that they have not know-i I will make darknefs Ugh:
* J 11..

before
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before them, and crooked things Jlreight.—Are you unde r

the power of unbelief unable to believe ? Well, that is

a reafon why you need to believe, that he hath power
to make you believe : it is given to him, as Mediator,

to be the author and finijlier of faith. Look to him for

hi§ drawing power.—Are you under the power of obfli-

nacy, unwilling to believe ? Why, that is fad ; and yet

it is the reafon why you fhould believe in him, and to

believe that he is given to make you willing ; Thy people

jhall be willing in a day of thy power*—Have you nothing

at all in hand ? Why, fo much the better ; if you can
believe that all things are in Chrift's hand, then mould
your cafe be as that of the apoftle, Having nothing and
yet pojfejjing all things.

" But, fays the carnal heart, what doctrine is this,

" nothing but believe! believe that all things are in

" Chriffs hand ! what advantage is this to practical re-

" ligion ? This mull be fome ftrange doctrine." Well,

I doubt not but it is ftrange to Hem, and to the legal

heart that would have all things in its own hand ; and
cannot be perfuaded to believe that this way of believing

is the way to heaven :
" What ! mull: there be no doing

" at all, nor working f" Why, man, I mull tell you,
with the apoftle, that by the deeds of the law no flefo liv-

ing can be jujlified: but if you be for right gofpel doing,

acceptable to God, then know it, in God's name 1 in-

form you, that the beft believer is the beft doer ; for,

if once you could believe that the Father hath given all

things into Chrift's hand, and believe it with applicati-

on, that all your ftock of righteoufnefs and ftrength is

in Chrift, then you mould be able to do all things, through

ChrijlJlrengthening you, Phil. iv. 13. It is ftrange, and
yet it is as true as it is ftrange, they that are for the

way of doing, they can do nothing ; whereas they that

are for the way of believing, they can do all things : for,

all things are pojjtble to him that believeth ; becaufe, when
he is weak, then he is Jlrong, 2 Cor. xii. 1 o. : weak in

himfelf, but ftrong in the Lord ; having no fufficiency

to think a good thought of himfelf, but his fufficiency is

of God, whofe ftrength is made perfeel in wcaknefs. Mo ft

gladly, therefore, doth he $lory in his infrmities, that

Vol. V. H h the
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the power of Chrijl may reft upon him. Happy therefore

is that foul, which, in the fenfe of the want of all things,

can believe and be joyfully content in this, that the Fa-

ther loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.

He that thus believeth on the Son, hath ever/a/ling life

:

and he that believeth not, jhall not fee life, but the wrath

of God abideth on him.

May he, who hath all things in his hand, open his

hand and give the Spirit of faith, that fo faith may come

by hearing of the glorious object of faith. *

ACTION-SERMON.

John hi. 35.

The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into

his hand.

[The fecond Sermon on this text.]

IT is in the holy and over-ruling providence of him,

in whofe hand all things and all hearts are, that I

have been inclined to purfue this fubjecl, on this folemn

occafion. I have not found my mind determined to

enter on any other theme ; and, I hippofe, no fubjecl:

can be more fuitable to the work of the day ; for, we
cannot commemorate the boundlefs love of Chrifl: to us,

in dying for our fins ; nor can we remember it more
effectually, than by remembering the Father's bountiful

love to him, for his fo doing ; and that evidenced by

his giving all things into his hand.

Nothing, in the world, will fweeten the remembrance

of Chrift's love to us, fo much as the believing remem-

* Here ends the firft fermon on this text, preached at King-

lafTy. What follows was delivered immediately before the cele-

bration of the facrament of the Lord's fupper at Dunfermline,

June 27. 1731.

berancc
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berance of the Father's love to him : even as nothing

can provoke us more to put honour upon Chrifl, than

to fee how much honour the Father puts upon him ; and

for this end, that all men might honour the Son, even as

they honour the Father. Why, what honour has the Fa-

ther put upon him ? It is even the greatefl honour

;

and that wherein our greatefl happinefs lies : He hath

given all things into his hand.

As this is laid down here for a foundation of faith, if

you compare it with ver. 36. and with Mat. xi. 27, 28.

;

fo here we have a full feaft, and plentiful proviiion for

our faith to feed upon this day, and all in the bed hand

:

"The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into

his hand.

The doctrinal obfervation we deduced from thefe words

was as follows, namely,

Observ. T'hat the Father's love to the Son, evidenced

by his giving all things into his hand, is a ftrong ar-

gument and encouragement for faith to believe in him.

The method laid down, for profecuting this fubjeel,

was the following, viz.

I. I would fpeak a little of the Father's love to the

Son.

II. Speak of this evidence of the Father's love : and

that, 1. Shew fome of thefe things the Father gives

to the Son. 2. Notice the import of the expreflion,

He gave all things into his hand. 3. How this evi-

dences the Father's love to him. 4. Why he hath

thus manifefted his love to him.

III. How this love of the Father, thus evidenced, in

giving all things into his hand, is a ground of'Faith.

IV. Make fome application of the whole.

We have already difcufTed the doctrinal part of this

fubject, and likewife made fome improvement thereof:

what I now intend further, upon this fubjeel, is by way
of exhortation. And the exhortation I would oiicr

this day, from this doctrine, is, That all that hear me
would come to this full and fufficient Saviour, believing

Hh 2 that
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that the Father hath furniihed him with all things necef-

fary for your everlafting falvation ; for, he that thus be-

lieveth on the Son hath everlafting life in him. That which
is the great matter and ground of faith, is alfo the great

motive and argument for it, namely, that the Father

hath) in love to him, and to finners in him and through

him, given all things into his hand.

That I may, therefore, purfue and enforce this ex-

hortation to believe in Chrift, upon this ground, I mall,

as the Lord may enable, obferve the following method
of difcourfe.

Firft, That our faith may befixedm this truth, I (hall

offer fome demonstrations of it; and evidence that

all things are given into the hand of Chrift, the Father's

beloved.

Secondly, That faith may be cleared on this head, I

fhall notice a little the beauty of this difpofure of infi-

nite wifdom, in giving all things into Chrift's hand.

thirdly, That our faith may be enlarged and widened
in the view thereof, I fhall fpeak a little of the extent
of the matter, the treafure, that Chrift hath in him,
while it is faid that all things are given into his hand.

Fourthly, That faith may be enlightened and ajjifted

further herein, I fhall confiderthe manner how all things

are in the hand of Chrifl.

Fifthly, That faith may be quickened and excited, I

fhall offer fome motives and considerations, arifing

from, and accompanying this truth, that all things are

given into Chrift's hand.

Sixthly, That our faith may be regidated and fquared,
according to the gofpel rule, I fhall clofe with a few di-

rections, as the Lord may enable.

And, O Sirs, fmce faith comes by hearing of the object,

of faith, by hearing what Chrift, the object, of faith, is,

and what he hath, let your eye be towards him, and
your ear be open to hear what is faid of him ; that, in

hearing,- you may believe, without feeking to draw faith

out of your own heart and bowels, whence you will ne-

ver find it. If there be any fubjeel: in the world, the

hearing
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hearing whereof tends, through grace, to work faving

faith, it is this, that faith, and all grace, all good, all

fulnefs, all things, are in Chrift's hand.

Firji, Thefirjl thing I have propofed, that faith may
befixed, and fettled, and ajfured of this truth, is to offer

fome demonstrations thereof. And, O that it may
be in the demonftration of the Spirit and zvith power.

I fhall only premife, that when we fay, All things are

in the hand ofChrift, we mean not only generally, all things

in the kingdom of providence ; becaufe his kingdom rules

over all ; and, He is the head of all things unto the church,

Eph. i. 22. : but alfo, particulaly, all things in the king-

dom of grace ; of which he fays, My kingdom is not of this

world, John xviii. 46. But blefled be God, he hath

not faid, his fpiritual kingdom is not in this world \ but

it is not a/'this world : he hath his fpiritual invifible king-

dom in the hearts of his people in this world ; who,
though they are in it, yet they are not of it, but, chofen

out of the world ; yet, fometimes this kingdom of his is

vifible, in the remarkable tokens of his fpiritual prefence

in his ordinances. And, O for many fuch tokens this

day ! But now, that all things are in Chrift's hand,

will be evident from the following demonft rations.

1. Demonjlration of it is this, " If they that inherit

" Chrift, inherit all things ; then all things are in his

" hand : but fo it is, they that inherit him inherit all

" things, 1 Cor. iii. 21,— 23. For all things are yours,
<c whether Paul, or ^polios, or Cephas, or the world, or

" life, or deathy or things prefent, or things to come ; all

" are yours, and ye are Chrift's, and Chrift is God's"
This golden chain, together with all things prefent, and
all things to come, is linked to the believer, becaufe he

is united unto Chrift. The believer hath an intereft in

Chrift ; by an intereft in Chrift, he hath an intereft in

God ; and by an intereft in God, he hath an intereft in

all things. As Solomon fays, Money anfivers all things ;

becaufe all things that are vendible may be procured by

it : fo Chrift anfwers all things to the believer. He is

meat and drink to them ; My fleflj is meat indeed ; and

my blood is drink indeed.—He is qold and filverto them:
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*fhe merchandize ofwifdom is better than fiher ; and the

gain thereof than pure gold. Come, buy of me gold tried

in the fire.—Ylz is raiment to them when naked; and
they put on the Lord Jefus Chrift.—He is health to them
when difeafed ; / am the Lord that healeth thee.—He is

all things to them ; He that overcometh fhall inherit all

things, Rev. xxi. 7. Why ? It is added, / will be his

God.

2. Demonflration of this truth, is, " If all things with-

" out Chrift be but empty nothing, then all things only
" are in Chad's hand : but fo it is, all things are no-
c< thing without Chrift ; Vanity of vanity, fays the

" preacher, all is vanity, Eccl. i. 2." All the riches,

pleafures, profits, and preferments of the world are but

emptinefs ;
your wifdom, your parts, your children,

your lands, your revenues, without Chrift, can amount

to nothing ; they are but like cyphers without a figure.

It is faid of believers, 2 Cor. vi. 10. Having nothing, they

poffefs all things ; becaufe, though they had nothing in

the world, yet, having Chrift, they have all things

:

and, on the other hand, it may be truly faid of the wick-

ed and unbelieving, that, having all things, they pof-

fefs nothing ; becaufe, though they had all things in the

world at their will, yet, being without Chrift, they have

nothing : all they have is but emptinefs ;. yea, all they

have is a curfe, becaufe they have not Chrift. And thus

all things, without him, are not only nothing, but worfe

than nothing.

3. Demonjlration of this truth, is, " If all things in

€C the world be but -& fhadow of what is in Chrift ; then

" all things are in Chrift's hand fubftantially : but fo it

<c
is, all good things in the world are but fhadows of

" what is in Chrift." Outward riches are but a fhadow

of the unfearchable riches of Chrift r outward life is but

a fhadow of him who is the way, the truth, and the life

:

outward liberty is but a fhadow of that freedom that is

to be had in Chrift -, If the Son make you free, then are

you free indeed, John viii. 36. ; importing, that no free-

dom is freedom indeed and in truth but this : outward

reft is but a fhadow of the reft that is to be had in him

;

Conie to me> all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will
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-will give you reft. The fun in the firmament is but a

fhadow of the Sun of righteoufnefs, and of his glory

:

rofes and lilies are but fhadows of his beauty, who is

the rofe of Sharon, and lily of the valley : rivers and foun-

tains are but fhadows of his fulnefs, who is the fountain

of living waters ; not a fountain clofed, but a fountain

opened to us : plants and trees are but a fhadow of the

verdure of him who is the plant of renown, the tree of

life. All things that have any excellency in them are

but fhadows of him in whom all excellencies do con-

centre. All the flars of creature excellencies are but fha-

dows of him who is the bright and morning Jlar.

4. 'Demonftration is, " If the knowledge of all things
" be worth nothing, in refpecl of the knowledge of
" Chrifl ; then all things are only in his hand : but fo

" it is, that all things are but lofs and dung in refpecl of
" the excellency of the knowledge of Chrifl, Phil. iii. 8."

The great apoflle defired to know nothing but Chrifl, and
him crucified ; yea, this is life eternal to know him, and God
in him, John xvii. 3. The knowledge of Chrifl is the

mofl certain, the mod profitable, and the mofl comfort-

able knowledge.—It is the mofl certain knowledge : we
know other things only by their fhape and fpecies ; but
we know Chrifl by the Spirit : we know other things

by the teflimony of men ; but we know Chrifl by
the teflimony of the Spirit : now, as the teflimony of
the Spirit is more certain than the teflimony of man

;

fo the knowledge of Chrifl is the mofl certain knowledge.
—It is the mofl profitable ; it is a knowledge that gives

us the pofTefnon of the things we know : by the know-
ledge of Chrifl, we are poflefTed of Chrifl; by our know-
ledge of his fulnefs, we are poffeffed of his fulnefs ; By his

knowledge fhall my righteous Servant juflify many. If it be
life eternal to know him, furely it is mofl profitable.—It

is the mofl comfortable : all our want of comfort and fa-

tisfa&ion flows from our want of the knowledge of
Chrifl ; and all our true comfort arifes from the know-
ledge and view of him. John wept, becaufe he thought
none was able to open thefeals of the book of God's de-

crees, concerning man's redemption 5 but, upon the

dif-



252 Heavens Grand Repofttory ; or, Se R. LXXXI.
difcovery of Chrift, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the

weeping was (tilled ; he wept no more, Rev. v. 4, 5.

5.
e
Demonflration, or fcriptural argument, is, " If

" Chrift can fupply all wants ; then all things muft be
M in his hand: but fo it is, he can fupply all wants
" which we labour under, Phil. iv. ig. My God fball
*f fupply all your needs, according to bis riches in glory, by
" Chrift JefusP Whatever you labour under, there is

that in Chrift which can fupply and fupport.—Do you
labour under defertion f then he fays, / will never leave

norforfake thee, Heb. xiii. 5.—Do you labour under cor-

ruption and bondage to fin ? It is he that fays, Sin pall

not have do?ninion over you, Rom. vi. 14.—Do you la-

bour under temptation^ It is he who, as the God ofpeace,

will tread down Satan under your feet, Rom. xvi. 20.

;

and fays, My grace fhall be fujficient for you,—Do you

labour under weaknefsf It is he who fays, My (Irength

fhall be perfeded in thy weaknefs, 2 Cor. xii. 9.—Do you

labour under affliction, inward or outwrad ? Many are the

the affliclions of the righteous ; but the Lord delivereth him

out ofthem all.—Do you labour under fears of public cala-

mities upon the land ? It is faid of him, This man fhall be

the peace, when the Jiffyrianfhall come into our land.—Do
you labour under the fears of death f It is he who fays,

O death, L will be thy plagues ; O grave, I will be thy de-

finition. Repentance pall be hide from ?nine eyes.

6. Demonflration is, " If Chrift can fatisfy all the

" defires, fuit all the conditions, and anfwer all the

" objections of finners ; then he muft have all things

:

" but fo it is, he can fatisfy all defires of (inners ; for

" he is the T)efire of all nations, and every thing defir-

" able is in him ; He is altogether lovely, [or all de-

" sires, as the word imports,] Song v. 16. made up
" of defirable things.''—Is vjorth defirable? He is

the treafure hid in thefield.—Is wifdom defirable ? In him

are hid all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge. Wif-

dom hath buildedher houfe, Prov. ix. 1. : it is in the plu-

ral number, wifdoms. Chrift is a compound of wifdom.

He can fuit all conditions of poor finners : there is

no condition you can be in, but he hath a promife fuited

to it : fo that there is in Chrift what fuits all cafes 5
for,

the
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the promifes are nothing elfe but the veins where the

blood and fulnefs of Chrift doth run.—Are you wander-

ing? Chrift fays, I am the way.—Are you in darknefs f

Chrift fays, / am the light ofthe world.—Are you in dead-

?iefs f Chrift fays, / am the refurreBion and tlye life.—

Are you guilty f Chrift fays, he is the Lord our righte-

oufnefs.—Are you polluttedf Chrift fays, he is thefoun-

tain openedfor fin and for uncleannefs.— Are you dejecled?

Chrift fays, He willfend the Comforter.—Do you need

proteclionf Chrift affirms, that he is the rock ofagea$

in whom is everlafting (Irength. —Do you need direction?

Chrift is the zvonderful Counfellor, and he fays, / will

lead the blind by a way they knozu not. As Chrift can

fatisfy all defires and fuit all conditions, fo he can anfwer

all objecHons.— If any of you fay, " Alas! I am a poor
"

loft finner." Then Chrift fays, / came tofeek andfive

that which is loft, Luke xix. 10.—" Oh ! fays another,

" lam unrighteous, and I am a great finner." Well,

Chrift fays, / came not to call the righteous, butfinners to

repentance, Matth. ix. 13. " Oh! fays a third, but I

" cannot repent." Well, it is anfwered, Him hath God
exalted to give repentance to Ifrael, and remijfion of fins,

Ac"ts v. 31. " Alas! cries another, but I cannot turn

" from fin." It is anfwered, Chrift is Jent to blefs you,

in turning every one ofyou from your iniquities, Acts iii.

26. It is his work to turn azvay tranfgrejfionjrom Jacob ;

to turn youfrom darknefs to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God. " Ah ! but I have no might or ability

" to come unto Chrift." It is anfwered, He givespower
to the flint, and to them that have no might he createth

(Irength, Ifa. xl. 29, 30, 31. He is the author offaith,
Heb. xii. 2. " Oh ! but I have finned to the uttermoft*

Why, then, he tells you, he is able to five to the utter-

mofl, Heb. vii. 25. " Alas ! I am a backfiider, and
" bent to backftiding.

iy To this it is anfwered, / will

heal their backflidings ; J will love them freely, Hof. xiv.

4. " Oh ! but though I mould come to him, I cannot
" follow him ; his fheep follow him." Well, what fays

lie to this ? Even that he will carry the lambs in his

irms, ana gently lead thofe that are with yonng, Ifa. xl. 11.

• Whatever the objection is, he can anfwer it;

Vol. V, I i what-
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whatever the cafe is, he can remede it ; whatever

the defire is, he can fatisfy it: why then, all things

mud be in his hand; and no wonder, for all the

treafures of divine plenitude and fulnefs are in his

hand. This may fuffice to demonftrate the truth here-

of.

Secondly, The next thing propofed, was, in order to

clear our faith in this matter, to notice the beauty of

this difpofure of infinite wifdom, in giving all things in-

io Chrift's hand. And,
i. In this contrivance infinite wifdom hath confulted

the Father's right and property; and manifefted that he

is the giver of all things, and the pofTefTor of all things ;

infomuch that, when he gives all things, he cannot lofe

thereby the poneflion of any thing he gives ; for, the

Father's giving all things into Chrift's hand doth not im-

ply, that he alienates his own right. It is true, when
we give a thing to another, we lofe a right to it ; but it

it is not fo with God ; for when he gives all things to

Chrift, and when he gives Chrift, and all things in him
to us, he dill keeps his right to all that he gives : All

things are yours, and ye are Chrift's and Chrift is God's,

i Cor. iii. 22, 23. Thus, what the Father gives into

Chrift's hand, remains (till in the Father's hand ; And
1 give unto them eternal life, and noneJball pluck them out

ofmy hand. My Father which gave them me is greater than

allr
and none is able to pluck them out ofmy Father's hand.

I and my Father are one, John x. 28,

—

$°'

2. In this contrivance infinite wifdom hath confulted

the Son's right and title. This donative right that he

hath, as Mediator, as it is well adapted to him, who, as

God, hath the fame effential right and title to all things

with the Father and the Holy Ghoft. For, as to his

eternal Godhead, he is the everlafting Father, Ifa. ix. 6.

zvhofe goings forth have been of old, from everlafting,

Micah v. 2. By whom are all things, and zve by him,

1 Cor. viii. 6.—And, as Mediator, his donative right is

attended with an ccauifttive right, by his purchafe, by
which he hath merited and obtained a name above every

name, and a being head over all things to the church, Phil.

ii. 9.
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ii. 9. Eph. v. 23.—A bellied right, by conqueft, making

the people to fall down under him, Pfal. xlv. 4.; making

them willing in a day of his power, Pfal. ex. 3. ; and 0-

vercoming thofe that make war with him, Rev. xvii. 14.

He is able to fubdue all things to him/elf, Heb. ii. 8.—An
hereditary right, being the heir of alt things, Heb. i. 2.

;

and being the firfl-born, higher than the kings ofthe earth,

Pfalm lxxxix. 27. ; thefirfl-born from the dead, that in all

things he might have the pre-eminence, Col. i. 18.

3. In this contrivance, infinite wifdem hath confulted

the fecurity of the flock and treafure, with which Chrift is

intruded ; and taken the bed method for fecuring all

things in his hand. We will find it is done with a fpe-

cial folemnity : It is done by folemn election, he being

chofen to this truft ; Beholdmy Servant, whom Iuphold; mine

Elecl, in whom my foul delighteth, Ifa. xlii. 1. It is done by

folemn tranfaclion between the Father and him, when the

counfel ofpeace was between them both ; i* have made a

covenant with my chofen, Pfal. lxxxix. 3.—It was done

by a folemn call, a formal and legal call ; / the Lord

have called thee, andgiven thee for a covenant ofthe people,

a light to the Gentiles, Ifa. xlii. 6. ; and fo to be all things

to his people. It was done by a folemn commiffion, un-

der the broad feal of heaven, whereby he is authorized

to be all things that finners need : Him hath God the

Father fealed, John vi. 2. All things are given to him

with the folemnity of a promife ; fuch as, Pfalm lxxii.

8 ,— 11. His dominion fhall be from featofea, andfrom the

river unto the ends of the earth. To the fame purpofe,

Pfal. lxxxix. 24, 25. But my faithfulnefs and my mercy

Jhall be with him: and in my name fhall his horn be exalted.

I will fet his handalfo in the fea, and his right-band in the

rivers. Yea, all things are given into his hand with the

folemnity of an oath ; Pfal. lxxxix. 34, 35. My covenant

will I not break, nor alter the word that hath gone out of
my ?nouth : once have I fwom by my holinefs, I will not

lye unto "David. Pfalm ex. 4,—7. The Lord hathfwom,
and will not repent, thou art a Prieft for ever, after the

order of'Melchifedeck, &c. : not only fo, but a King, for

ever, upon a throne, ruling over all things ; The Lord,

at thy right-hand, fhall firike through kings in his wrath :

I i 2 he
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be Jballjudge among the heathen; he Jhall fill the places

with the dead bodies ; he Jhall wound the head over many

countries. This vafl treafure, then, is well fecured.

4. In this contrivance, infinite wifdom hath confulted

the fitnefs of the great "Truftee, to whom all things are

granted. O what wifdom is in this, that he who is, fo

to fpeak, the centre of the glorious Trinity, I mean, the

middle perfon, mould be the centre of all things : Thus
he hath, as it were, confulted the convenience of all

things. How fit is it that all things mould move to-

wards their centre, and meet there ! He is the centri-

cal place, not only the midle perfon of the glorious Tri-

nity, but alfo the Mediator between God and man, that

all things being between God and man, they might have

all things common between them, for his own glory and
their good. Read concerning this, Eph. i. 10. "That he

might gather together in one all things in Chrifl, both which

are in heaven, and which are in earth, even in him. All

things good and bad may be faid to be given into his

hand : all evil things ; fuch as, the devil, the world, and
fin, and death, that they may be ruled and over-ruled :

and all good things, that they may be managed and fe-

cured. All our enemies are put in his hand, that they

may be deftroyed ; and all our bleffings put in his hand,

that they may be preferved. None but Chrift was capa-

ble of fuch a truft ; no mere creature, among men or

angels, was capable to bear this glory : It is he that

builds the temple of the Lord, and bears the glory; Zech.

vi. 13. None but he was capable to be the difpofer of

all wants and difpenfer of all bleflings : therefore he is

made the general receiver of all things.

5. In this contrivance, infinite wifdom hath confulted

the pleafure of all parties', even the pleafure of all the

perfons of the glorious Trinity ; 7/ pleafed the Father

;

that in him (hould all fulnefs dwell, Col. i. 19.: where

you may notice, that the word Father is not in the ori-

ginal ; and, therefore, this work of repofing all things,

all fulnefs in Chrift, may be looked upon, not only as

the work of the Father, but the work of the whole glo-

rious Trinity. It pleafed Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft,

that in Chrift fhould all fulnefs dwell ; that into his hand
fhould
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fhould all things be given : the Father propofed, the Son
accepted, and the Holy Ghoft confented, that in Chrift,

as Mediator, fhould all fulnefs dwell ; and this was done

with rapturous pleafure. It pleafed the Father to pro-

pofe it ; for, he fays, / have laid help upon One that is

mighty : It pleafed the Son to accept ; for, he fays, Lo
I come! It pleafed the Holy Ghoft to confent ; for, be

re/led on Chrijl, and furnifhed him for his work : The
Spirit of the Lord God was upon me, for he hath anointed

me, Ifa. lxi. 1. This raviihing pleafure, of the glorious

Trinity, is not only plainly imported in the words of

our text, where it is the Father's love to the Son, as

our Saviour and Surety, is made the fpring of his giving

all things into his hand; but you have it plainly exprefled,

Ifa. xlii. 1. Behold my Servant, whom I uphold ; mine

Rlecly in whom my foul delighteth. And Prov. viii. 30.

Then, fays Chrift, namely, from all eternity, / was by

him, as one brought up with him ; I was daily his delight.

Now, in what refpecl was he the Father's delight ? Even
in refpecl of his rejoicing in the habitable parts ofthe earth,

and bis delights being with the fans of men. The Father

delighted in me, becaufe I delighted in the Sons of men,
in the very profpecl of faving and redeeming them by
my blood. He delighted to fee him delighting in this

mediatorial fervice, for which all things were given into

his hand, with infinite pleafure. And, as God confults

his own pleafure herein, fo the pleafure of all poor fln-

ners, for whofe fake and benefit all things were given

into him : and hence, whenever the glory of this me-
thod of falvation, through Chrift, is open to the heart

of any poor Tinners, they are not only pleafed and fatis-

fied, but ravifhed and filled with fweet wonder, and
flrong conflation, Heb. vi. 18. ; and rejoice with joy uk-

fpeakable, 1 Pet. i. 8. The foul is, by a glorious and
ravifhing power, carried out to reft in this device, as

every way worthy of God, and every way fuitable and
fatisfying to their cafe.

6. In this contrivance, infinite wifdom hath confulted

the credit and honour of all concerned. He hath herein

confulted the credit and honour of his own majefty and
greatnefs, in giving all things into the hand of Chrift,

the
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the fecond Adam, and not tranfa&ed any more with man,
in his own perfon, now when turned rebel to his crown
and dignity ; but tranfacled immediately with Chrift, a
perfon of equal dignity with himfelf, giving all things

to him, and through him to us. Thus we are taught

to keep at a due diftance from this infinitely glorious

Sovereign, and to come and receive bleflings, not im-

mediately out of his hand, but by the hand of Chrift,

the Mediator : / am the way, no man cometh to the Father

but by me.—He hath confulted the credit of his name,

and of all his glorious excellencies ; the credit of his brok-

en law, how it might not only be fulfilled, but magnified

to the utmoft ; the credit of his offended jujlice, how it

might not only be fatisfied, but glorified to the higheft.

Why, infinite wifdom knew that there was nothing that

the violated law, or the injured attributes of God, could

demand for the reparation of their honour, but what
the Tinner's Surety, having all things given to him, could

anfwer with eafe, and to infinite fatisfa&ion. The Cre-

ditor well knew that the Surety was not only creditable,

but refponfable, abundantly able to pay all the debt

;

mighty tofave : mighty to fatisfy, mighty to give all the

infinite fatisfaclion demanded ; infomuch, that mercy
vents to finners, without any prejudice to juftice ; and

the attributes of God, feemingly inconfiftent one with

another, are reconciled in Chrift : Mercy and truth meet

together, rlghteoufnefs and peace kifs each other. And
God pardons and fatisfies fo as not only to be merciful,

but even jufl, in jujlifying the ungodly.—He hath con-

fulted the credit of his Son Chrift Jefus, who thus is ho-

noured with a name above every name that can be named

;

all things being given into his hand, not only to furnifh

him with his mediatorial fervice, but alfo to reward him
for it, Phil. viii. 9. He is honoured with a godly train,

a throng court of fupplicants, all things being given unto

him, that the gathering of the -people might be to him for

fupply, and that the revenues of praife might be given

to him through all eternity.—Yea, he hath confulted

the credit as well as the profit of all the redeemed, by
giving all things into the hand of Chrift. God never

honoured the church nor advanced them to greater dig-

s * nity,
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nity, than by giving them an univerfal plenitude, as

head of the body the church : and every believer may fay,

" My Head, my Hufband, my Lord, hath all things

" in his hand." This is the honour of all thefaints , they

have all things in Chrifl : and he is made of God unto them

wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanclification, and redemption ; yea,

and all things ; that he that glorieth may glory in him.—
So much for a hint at the beauty of this difpofure.

Thirdly', The next thing propofed was, in order to

enlarge and widen our faith in this matter, to fpeak of

the extent of this flore and treafurethat Chrifl: hath;

the Father having given all things into his hand. Why
then, befides what we faid on the doctrinal part, con-

fider,

1. If all things are in his hand, then all the attributes

of God are in him. There is nothing that the Father

hath, excepting his perfonality, but the Son hath, as

Mediator ; All things that the Father hath are mine, John
xvi. 1 5. All things that God hath they belong to the Me-
diator alfo, the God-man. Here then is an ocean where
you and I may dive for ever, and never get to the bot-

tom.—Having all things, he hath all the wifdom of God,
Col. ii. 3. In him are hid all the treafures of wifdom and
knowledge. Poor foolifh (inner, who hath no wifdom,
knowledge, nor underftanding, here is a treafure for

you ; Chrifl, the wifdom of God, made of God unto you

wifdom, 1 Cor. i. 30.—Having all things, he hath all

the power of God ; We preach Chrifl crucified, to the

Jews a flumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolijhnefs ; but

unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chrifl,

the wifdom of God and the power of Godt 1 Cor. i. 24.
Poor feeble foul, who can do nothing, here is a good
bargain for you to lay hold upon ; it is he that can work
in you, both to will and do ; and make his people willing

in a day of his power. You are not called to come to
Chrifl: , but by the power of Chrifl:, which is the power
of God. You are to receive him that can give you
power to receive him ; and, as one abfolutely weak, to
take hold of his ftrength, and look to his power, to
whom is given all power in heaven and in earth.—Having

all



260 Heavens Grand Repofitory ; or, Se r . LXXXL
all things, he hath all the holinefs of God ; he is faid to

be made of God unto us fanclification : and furely here is

an iminenfe fountain of fan&ity, the infinite holinefs of

God. O poor, vile, polluted finner, who hath loft

the image of God, by the fall of the firft Adam, and
the deficiency of his holinefs, here is a better head and
hufband for you, in whom is all the fulnefs of the di-

vine holinefs, that you may be complete in him.*—Having
all things, he hath all the juflice of God, and all the

righteoufnefs of God in him, and juflice fatisfied in him,

by his mediatorial righteoufnefs ; for, the Lord is well-

pleafedfor his righteoufnefs' fake ; yea, he that is the righ-

teoufnefs of God, is made unto us righteoufnefs, i Cor. i.

30. ; and, O wonderful word ! He was made sin for us,—that we might be made the righteousness of God in

him, 2 Cor. v. 2 1 . O guilty, guilty finner ! here is a

joyful found in your ears, He that hath ears to hear let

him hear. You may, in Chrift, be more righteous in

God's fight, than ever you was guilty in his fight
;

yea,

you may be the very righteoufnefs of God in him. You
may not only be juilified, but find God to be juft in

juftifying you, becaufe the juflice of God is in him

;

and it is fatisfied in him, magnified in him, glorified in

him.—Having all things, he hath all the mercy of God
in this hand ; all the infinite love, pity/ and compamon
of God is in his hand, and in his heart. What is

Chrift, but the love of God wrapt up in a garment of

flefh and blood ? 1 John iv. 9, 10. In this was manifefted

the love of God towards us, becaufe that God fent his only

begotten Son into the zvorld, that we might live through him.

iterein is love, not that tve loved God, but that God loved

us, and fent his Son to be the propitiation for our fins.

And Jude, ver. 21. Keep yourfelves in the love of God

;

how ? Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrift,

unto eternal life. O poor miferable finner ! would you

wifh to find mercy in the moment of death, and mercy

at the great day ? Know that there is no mercy to be

expected out of God's hand, unlefs you look to his

mercy as in the hand of Chrift ; for, he will never fhew

mercy to the prejudice of his juftice ; and it is only in

Chrift that mercy andjuflice meet together and embrace each

other.
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other.— Having all things , he hath all the faithful'ncfs and
truth of God ; My mercy and my faithfulnefs Jhall be with

Mm, Pfalm lxxxix. 24. I have obferved between thirty

and forty places of fcripture, where mercy and truth,

mercy and faithfulnefs, are joined together ; and here

you fee they are joined together in Chrift. . In him the

mercy and love of God vents to the honour of divine

truth, pledged even in all the threatenings of the law,

as well as divine truth, pledged in all the promifes of

the gofpel; becaufe in him all the threatenings and curf-

es of the law have fpent their force ; Chrift hath redeemed

iis from the curfe 0} the law, being made a curfe for us,

Gal. iii. 13. And, in him are all the promifes, Tea and
.Amen to the glory of God, 2 Cor. i. 20. He is the way
and the truth : truth itfelf, the God of truth, and the

truth of God. O perfidious, faithlefs, unfaithful, and
treacherous (inner ! who hath many times lied to the

God of truth ; wouldft thou have thy falfhood all done
away, and fwallowed up in the truth and veracity of

God, and your falvation fecured notwithstanding of

your falfhood, fkklenefs, and inftability ? Here is a

pillar on which you may (land firm and fixed, amidft

all changes, whether in your outward lot or inward

frame ; for, All fiejh is grafs ; bui the word of the Lord
endureth for ever. The truth of God ftandeth unal-

terably the fame.— Again, having all things, he hath all

the authority of God in his hand ; My ?iame is in him,

Exod. xxiii. 21. O! poor loft fmner, when Chrift, in

this gofpel, comes to feek and fave that which was toft,

fay not, By what authority doth he thefe things ? He
is the Sent and Sealed of God, and he hath all the au-

thority that God can give him. And if you afk by what
authority we, poor finful mortal worms, like yourfelves,

do offer him, and all his ftore to you ? Indeed, we
would have no authority, if he had not laid, Go preach

the go/pel to every creature ; and lo, I am with you always,

unto the end of the world. — In a word, having all things,

he hath all the fulnefs of God in his hand ; // pleafed the

Father, that in him fhould all fulnefs dwell, Col. i. 19,

In him dwells all the, fuhiefs of the Godhead bodily. Not
Vol. V. Kk only
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only ail the attributes of God, but all the fulnefs of all

the divine attributes. Not only the wifdom of Gbd,
but all the fulnefs of the divine wifdom ; not only the

power of God, but all the fulnefs of divine power ; not

only the holinefs of God, but all the fulnefs of divine

holinefs ; not only the juftice and righteoufnefs of God,
but all the fulnefs of divine righteoufnefs ; not only the

mercy of God, but all the fulnefs of divine mercy ; not

only the truth and faithfulnefs of God, but all the ful-

nefs of divine faithfulnefs ; not only the authority of

God, but all the fulnefs of divine authority ; not only

is God in him, but all the fulnefs of the Godhead. O

!

poor empty finner 1 here is unfearchable riches, a bot-

tomlefs well of everlafting falvation for you.

2. If all things are in his hand, then all the reins of

providence are in his hand ; this mud follow upon what

hath been faid, having all the perfections x)f God, fure-

lv his kingdom ritJeih over all. What a vaft Meld is here i

I (hall only touch at fome of the borders thereof. For

all things in heaven, earth, and hell are under his go-

vernment as Mediator, Phil. ii. io. Eph. i. 22. All

the reins of common providence, in the world, and

fpecial providence, in the church, and among the child-

ren of God, are wholly in his hand.—Why then, hav-

ing all things, he hath all kingdoms and churches in his

hand ; By me kings reign, and princes decree juflicc', Prov.

viii. 15. When he will, he cuts of the fpirit of princes,

and is terrible to the kings of the earth. Pfalm lxxv. 6, 7.

Promotion cometh neither from the eajl, nor from the zueft,

nor from the fouth, but God is the judge ; he putteth down

one and raijeth up another. It is by him that the churches

are planted and watered ; and again difplanted and turn-

ed into a barren wildernefs when he pleafes, Ifa. xli. 18..

Pfalm lvii. 34. Whatever diforders and confufions be

in the church of God, it is bell for us to keep about

the hand of Chrift, who hath the over-ruling of all things

to his Father's glory, and his people's good.—Having
all things, he hath all the ftars of heaven in his hand,

not only the fun, moon, and -ftars of thefe vifible hea-

vens ; for, he could make theflars in their courfcs fight

againft Sifera ; but alfo, all the ftars in the church's fir-

mament*
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mament, Rev. i. 16. and he orders them to mine fo

long in this place, and lb long in the other as he pleafes.

—Having all things, he hath all the winds of heaven in

his hand. When the church and children of God pray,

Song iv. 16. Awake, north-wind; come thoufouth, &c.

Whence do they expect thefe winds of the Spirit's influ-

ences ? Even from him who hath faid of the blefled

Comforter, / willfend him unto you, John xvi. 7. It is

he that prophefies unto the winds, Ezek. xxxvii. 9.

Thusfaith the Lord, Comefrom thefour winds, breath,

and breathe upon thefe flain, that they may live. If there

be little of this quickening wind blowing about your

hearts, yet he can order the winds to arife when he

pleafes ; for, all the influences of the Spirit are in his

hand, as well as the natural winds, Pfalm cxxxv. 7.

—

Having all things, he hath all the waters of the fea, and

all the duft of the earth in his hand; fffo hath meafured
' the waters in the hollovj of his ba»d, and meted out heaven

with a fpan? and comprehended the duft of the earth in a

meafuref Ifa. xl. 12. Perhaps you have friends buried

in the fea, or buried in the earth ; whether the earth or

fea be their graves, are they friends in Chrift ? Rejoice

in the faith of their happy refurreclion ; He will raife

them up at the lafl day. It is eafy with him to command
the earth and the fea to give up their dead ; for he hath

every drop of water, and every pile of dud within the

view of his omnifcient eye, and within the hollow of

his omnipotent hand.— Having all things, he hath all the

mountains and hills in his hand, as in the foredted, Ifa.

xl. 12. He is faid to weigh the mountains in fcales, and

the hills in a balance. The mountains and hills are in

his hand, both in a literal and metaphorical fenfe ; they

are in his hand and under his feet, fo that it is eafy with

him to caff, them out of the way with his hand, or tread,

upon them, and come flipping on the mountains, and

leaping on the hills, Song ii. 8. PVho art thou, O great

mountain? before our Zerubbabel, thou [halt become a plain,

Zech. iv. 7. How doth faith remove mountains, but

by the hand of Chrift ? Poiiibly you may find moun-
tains of fin and guilt, mountains of trouble and diftrefs,

mountains of fears and objections, mountains of difB-

Kk 2 culties
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cukies and difcouragements in your way; but let them
not fright you from coming to Chrift ; for, he hath
them all in his hand : and he can overturn the moun-
tains as eafily as he can turn his hand.—Having all things,

he hath all weathers in his hand, whether fair or foul,

calm or ftormy weather as he pleafes to order; whether
prosperity or adverfity, plenty or penury : 7/7 the nay of
prcfperity be joyful in htm; in the day of adverfity confide?

that it is he alfo that hath appointed it
; for God hath

fet the one again 1! the other, Eccl. vii. 14.— Having all

things, he hath all times and feafons in his hand ; he hath
given to the fork and fwallow to know their appointed

times , and to obferve the times of their coming, Jer. viii. 7.

Sirs, how infinitely wdl then does he know the fit

time of his own coming, and the proper feafon of vifit-

ing his people ! He waits to he gracious ; and he is a Gad
ofjudgment, blejfed are all they that %vait for him, Ifa. xxx.

1 8. The time of our fojourning here, and the number
of our months is in his hand. The time of his ap-

proaches to the foul, and the time of his (faying, is in

his fovereign hand.—Again, having all things in his

hand, he hath all the chains of devils and of evil fpirits

in his hand ; they are held in his chains, and under his

check and controul ; they cannot touch a herd of fwine

without his permimon ; and his hand is famed for cajl-

ing out devils ; and, perhaps, there are many fuch here
to be call out ; but he hath no more ado but, Thou dumb
and deaffpirit, I charge thee to come out. Thou unclean

fpirit, I charge thee to come out : thou drunken fpirit,

1 charge thee to come out: thou profane fpirit, I charge
thee to come out : thou atheiftical unbelieving fpirit, I

charge thee to come out. All the chains wherewith
poor prifoners of hope are held, are in his hand ; and,

glory to God thai hath anointed him to proclaim liberty to

the captives, and the opening of the prifon to them that are

bound, Ifa. xli. 1.—Again, having all things, he hath all

the keys of hell and death in his hand ; I am he that liv-

eth and was dead ; and, behold, 1 am alivefor evermore,

Amen ; and have the keys of hell and death, Rev. i. 18.

When death and hell thought to have detained him pri-

foner, behold our mighty Samfon came off with all the

gates,
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gates, and all the keys in his hand. Why, he had pro-

mifed, faying, deaths I will be thy plague ; grave,

I will be tby de/lruffion, Hof. xiii. 14. And having

done as he faid, therefore his people, even flaring death

in the face, may, and fometimes do, fmg that triumph-

ant fong, O death, where is thy fling f O grave where is

thy vitfory f The fling of death is fin, and the ftrength of
fin is the law, but thanks be to God who giveth us the vic-

tory, through our Lord Jefus Chnfl, 1 Cor. xv. 55.-—*

Again, having all thing, he hath all work upon his hand

:

having finifhed the work the Father gave him to do, e-

ven the work of redemption, by price ; he hath yet up-

on his hand all the wcark that the redeemed have to do,

even the work of redemption by power. In point of

means, you are called to be much about his band ; but

in point of power, you mud put all in his hand ; for,

without him you can do nothing, John xv. 5. It is he who
worketh in us, to will and do of his good pleafure, Phil,

iv. 13. It is he that works all our works in us andfor us,

Ifa. xvi. 12. : therefore we mould pray, with the pfalmid,

Pfalm cix. 21. *Do thou for me. O God the Lord, for thy

name's fake; and Pfalm lvii 2. I will cry unto Godt moft

high
}

unto God that performeth all things for me. But
this leads me to another particular.

3. If all things are in Chrid's hand, then all offices^

all faving offices are in his hand. You know, the Fa-

ther hath anointed him to the office of Prophet, Pried,

and King. O Sirs, what employment will you put in

his hand ? It is he, as a Prophet, that fays, They Jhall

he all taught of God : look to him for the promifed teach-

ing. It is he, as a Pried, that fays, upon the ground
of the facrifice he hath offered, /, even L am he that

pardoned thine iniquity, for my name's fake : look to him
for remiffion in his blood. It is he, as a King, that fays,

/ willfubdue your iniquities ;
—Sin Jhall not have domi-

nion over you. O ! ignorant fmner, will you find in

your heart to refufe fuch a Prophet as Chrifl is ? JVho
teaches him f O ! guilty fmner, will you refufe fuch a

High-pried as this ? fuch a facrifice as this ? O ! en-

(laved fmner, will you refufe the help of fuch a King and
Conqueror
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Conqueror as this ? If there be none of thefe offices to

be difpenfed with, then take hold of him in them all.

4. If all things are in his hand, then he is clothed

with all relations that can contribute to the happinefs of

finners. What friend or relation do you want, O fin-

ner?-~ Want you a father to pity you? Behold, here

you may have an everlajling Father, that is his name,

Ifa. ix 6. ; and, in him the jatherlejs finddh mercy.—

-

AVant you a mother to be tender of you ? Behold, here

motherlefs children may have their lofs made up; when

father and mother leaveth you, he is one to take you up,

Pfal. xxvii. 10. He is one that can be a thoufand times

better to you, than father or mother ; and manifefts

more love than the tendered mother that ever was ; Can

a woman forget her jucking child, that foe Jbould not have

companion on the fin oj her womb? yea, they may jorget

;

yet will I not forget you, Ifa. xlix. 15. -Want you a hufi

band? O! what would you think to be married with

the heir of all things ? Why, if the ear of faith be open,

you may hear him faying, Thy Maker ts thy husband,

Ifa. liv. 5. ; and again, Hof. ii. 19. Z will betroth thee

unto mefor ever. If you fay, " O 1 how will it be con-
<c (iftent with the juftice of God for him to marry fuch
" a black bride ? Why, he fays, / will betroth thee un~

to me in right-eoufnefs ; I will betroth thee unto me in

Tvifdom ; I will betroth thee unto me in in judgment in

loving kindnefs ; yea. and in faithfulnefs ; and thou (halt

know the Lord: thou fhalt know God in Chrift. How
can he betroth thee to himfelf, and yet be infinitely juft,

and wife, and merciful, and faithful in doing fo ? Be-

caufe mercy and truth have met together in Chrift, the

glorious Bridegroom ; they (truck up a match together,

and embraced each other, that there might be nothing

to hinder the match between Chrift and you.— Want
you a proper match then, O (inner, or a meet help, poor

bankrupt, run in fuch deep arrears to the law and juf-

tice of God ? Is not he that hath unfearchable riches a fit

match for you ? Poor dying creature, that will be food

for worms in a little, here is a living Head for you, that

can make you live for ever. O ! mortal worm, here is

an immortal Hufhand for you. Poor changeable crea-

ture.
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ture, here is an unchangeable match for you ; Chi/1 tit

fame yefleraay, to-day and for ever.— Want you a lover

f

are you an outcaft, that reckons yourfelf defpifed by all

the world, in fo much, that none cares for you, or loves

you ? jBehold, an infinitely loving and lovely Jtfus, of-

fering and boding his love upon you, faying, / will

heal your backflidings ; I will love you freely , Hof. xiv.

4. And he is feeking your heart, your conjugal love,

faying, My fon, give me thy heart.— Want you a leader

through the dark and difficult fteps of your way ? A
guide, a director, and counfellor in whatfoever affair

you have upon your hand, wherein it is needful to be
directed ? O ! here is a wonderful Counfellor, who fays,

Ifa. xlii. 16. I will lead the blind in a zvay they know not,

and in paths that they have not known.—Want you zfljep-

herd to feed you, or a captain to fight your battles for

you ? —Want you a phyfician, when in flcknefs, to heal

you ? —Want you a refiner and purifier', when you are in

the furnace, to purge away your drofs ? Behold he who
hath all things in his hand, has all the relations that you
can defire.

5. If all things be in his hand, than all graces are in

his hand. This is a great part of the glory of the only

begotten of the Father, that he is full ofgrace and truth,

John i. 14. ; and, Out of hisfninefs have all we received,

and gracefor grace, ver. 16. Grace is poured into his lips,

Pfal. xlv. 2. ; and I hope he is pouring grace from his

lips by his word among fome of you this day. The Spirit

of the Lord God is upon him, for he hath anointed him.

He is anointed with the oil of gladnefs, anointed with
the Spirit of all grace.—Want you grace to believe f Be-
hold it is in his hand, as he is the Author offaith.—
Want you grace to repent f Behold it is in his hand, as

a Prince and Saviour exalted to give repentance.—Do you
want grace to prayf It is he that has the Spirit of prayer

in his hand to give, Zech. xii. 10.—Do you want grace
to communicate ? Grace to mortify fin ? Grace to bear

the crofs ? Grace to refill temptat
1

'on f Grace to do and
fufferf It is he that has all grace in his hand to give

;

and who fays, My grace JJ?all be fufficient for you : hence

his
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his people are called to be ftrong in the qrace that is in

Chrift Jefus.

6 If all things are in his hand, then all blejfmgs are'

in his hand to give. He is the Lor-difpenfcr of tem-

poral bleffings ; for, The earth is in his hand, and the

Julnefs thereof : the Lord-difpenfer of fpiritual bleffings
;

for, behold heaven is in his hand, and the fulnefs there*

of: the Lord-ifpenfer of eternal bleffings ; for, eternal

life is in his hand. It was promifed of him, that men

Jhould he bleffed in him ; and accordingly he is Jent to

to blefs us, Acts hi. 26. God having raifed up his Son

Jefus, fent him to blefs you, in turning away every one of
you from his iniquities. 1 might here enumerate many
particular bleffings. The bleffings of illumination is in

his hand ; for, he is a Light to enlighten the Gentiles.

The bleffing of converfton is in his hand ; for, he fays,

When I am lifted up, I zvill draw all men unto me. The
bleffing of juftification is in his hand ; for, We are

juflified freely by his grace. The bleffing of reconci-

liation with God is in his hand ; for, it is he that

tnaketh peace by the blood of the crofs. The bleffing of

fanBification is in his hand'; for, He is made ofGod unto

us fanttification. The bleffing of acceptance is in his hand
;

for, By him we have boldnefs and accefs, with confidence,

through the faith of him. The bleffing of conflation is in

his hand for he is the conflation of Ifa el. The bleffing

of a happy death is in his hand ; for, Blefed are the dead

which die in the Lord. The bleffing of a happy refurrec-

tion is in his hand ; for, He is the refurreSlion and the

life. The bleffing of a happy fentence at the great day is

in his hand ; for, Alljudgment is committed to him ; and

it is he that will fay to the wicked, Depart ye curfed, in-

to everlafling fire, prepared for the devil and his angels
;

and to the righteous, Come, ye bleffed of my Father, in-

herit the kingdom preparedfor you, from the foundation of
the zuorld. The bleffing of eternal glorification is in his

hand ; for, as he is the glory of the higher houfe, fo

he fays, Father, I will, that thofe whom thou haft given

me be with me, where I am, that they may behold my glory

:

vxi&fojball they be ever with the Lord.— Can you tell me
any fpiritual bleffing that is not in his hand ? No : Eph.
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i. 3. JVbo bath bleffed us with all fpiritual blejfings, in

heavenly places^ only in Chrifl.

And now, after all, what think ye of him ? Have you
no heart td join hand with a well-furnifhed Saviour, that

hath all things in his hand ? If you have got no heart to

fuch a good bargain, this is very fad; but, becaufe it is

a day of glad tidings, I will tell you among other things,

that all hearts are in his hand, and it is his prerogative

to open the locked heart. It is eafy with him to create

a clean heart, to melt the hard heart, to fix the wander-

ing heart, to cleanfe the filthy heart, to elevate the

drooping heart, to conquer the flubborn heart, to quick-

en the dead heart, to draw the backward heart, as I

noticed on another fubject ; and if any thing draw your
heart to him, it will be the revelation of his grace and
fulnefs, as having all things in his hand. Thus much
may fuffice for a comprehenfive view of the extent of

this treafure.

Fourthly , I come to the fourth thing I propofed, which
was, in order to the further affifiing of faith, to confider

the manner how all things are in Chrifl's hand. I have

already told you, all things are in Chrifl's hand naturally',

as he is God ; and donatively, as he is Mediator : but,

befides, there are thefe following ways wherein all things

given him of his Father are in his hand.

1. All things are in his hand fubflantially ; not fymbo-
lically, as Chrifl is faid to be in the elements of bread

and wine in the facrament ; or, as God was faid to be

in the temple, by the fymbol of his prefence. It is not

thejhadow of all things, but the fubjfance, which is in

his hand ; therefore it is faid, Col. ii. 9. In him dwelleth

all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily ; that is, fuhflantially,

and fo in a glorious, eminent, fuperlative and tran-

fcendant way. Chrift is the fubflantial All of his people ;

the fubftance of all the types, and facrinces, and cere-

monies under the law. They were but the fbadow of
good things to come, Heb. x. 1. All the good things

themfelves are in Chrifl fubflantially.

2. All things are in him communicatively ; his Media-
torial fulnefs is communicable and omnipotent. All

Vol. V. L 1 fliops



270 Heavens Grand Repofiiory ; or\ Ser.LXXXI.
mops are clofed, but Chrift/s houfe (lands open ; and on
the door this infeription, Whosoever will, may come
AND SHARE OF THIS TREASURE. Chrift/s fulnefs IS COm-
municable *, and therefore, Out of this fulnefs we may
all receive , and grace for grace, John i. 16. We need-

ed not preach of this (fore that is in Chrift's hand, if it

was locked up in him. Why is it, that in him, as Me-
diator, dwells all fulnefs of the Godhead bodilyf Why,
but that we may be complete in him, Col. ii. 9, 10. Chrift

is a cabinet of rich jewels ; f ith is a key to open the ca-

binet : we receive out of his fulnefs by faith. Prayer is a

key, // any man lack wifdom, let him afk it of God. If thefe

keys be not in your hand, furely they are in his, who
hath all things in his hand, O folicite him to caft you
the key, and give you the fpirit of faith and prayer.

3. -All things are in his hand fiffiaently ; there is

bread enough and to fpare, Luke xv. 17. Fulnefs enough
for the deftitute ; light enough for the dark ; life e-

nough for the dead : there is grace enough in him,

pardon enough in him, help enough in him ; bread e-

nough and to (pare. If you think there is none to fpare

for you, it is becaufe you do not believe there is enough
in him ;, but will you difgrace our infinitely noble and
glorious Lord, by fuppofmg that there is not enough in

him ? Ol He can fatisfy the longing foul, andfill the

hungry foul with good things. Nothing in this world gives

fatisfacYion to the foul : he was a fool that faid, when he

had a full barn, Soul, take thy reft, thou haft goods laid up

for many years. We may as well dream of a coffer full

of grace and glory, as of a foul full of corn and wine
;

it is only Chrift that has in him fuitable and fatisfying

fulnefs for the foul, and enough to give complete, folid,

permanent, and everlafling fatisfacYion.

4. All things are in his hand efficiently and effectively^

in fo much, that he can make others to (hare of a con-

formity to him, in that ftore that is in his hand. For
example, hath he all comelinefs ? Well, what fays he ?

/ have made thee perfeci through my comelinefs vuhich I put

upon thee, Ezek. xvi. 14. Hath he all righteoufnefs ?

Well, the believer is made righteous through his righte-

oufnefs.
.

Hath he all glory \ The believer is made glo-

rious
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rious through his glory, and all glorious within ; Be-
holding his glory we are changed into the fame image, jrom
glory to glory', by the Spirit oj the L rd, 2 Cor. iii. 18.

—

There is a power and efficacy in every faving difcovery

of the glorious treafure that is in Chritl, a fmiling fa-

vour in his face ; and, O happy they, that are fmitten

with a conformity to him : who, beholding the glory of

his grace, are made gracious ; beholding the glory of

his holinefs, are made holy ; beholding the glory of his

mercy, are made merciful.

5. All things are in his hand unchangeably ; for, he is

thefame yejlcrday, to-day, and fur ever, Ileb. xiii. 18.

He is always the fame ; and his flock and treafure is in-

variably the fame. Whatever you get out of his hand,

yet (till the (lock and (lore is in his hand. Let faith

draw never fo many bills upon him, for this and that

fupply, at this time and the other time, and get never fo

much rent, annual rent, or daily rent, out of the flock;

yet (till the (lock and intereft both are in his hand : and
the believer hath his all to the fore ; even when all that

was in your hand is fpent, yet all things remain as they

wrere in Chrift's hand
;

yea, and this well of falvation

fprings up for ever, and that to everlafting life. O great

encouragement ! the fulnefs of Chrill, as it is in our

hand may ebb and flow ; but as it is in Chrift's hand,

it is unchangeably the fame. The believer may be fome-

times full, and fometimes empty ; fometimes up, and
fometimes down ; but Chrift is always the fame ; I am
the Lord, I chanoe not. All believers, fmce the begin-

ning of the world, have been always putting down their

buckets of faith, and drawing water out ot this well of

falvation; yet (till it is full and running over; and no
wonder, for his fulnefs is infinite ; it is the fulnefs of

God.
6. All things are in his hand eternally, Col. i. 1 9. 7/

pleufed the Father that in him Jhould all fulnefs divell ; it

is a dwelling fulnefs. In him it is,, and in him it dwells

for ever. In him are durable riches and righteoufnefs ;

and, at his riqht-hand are pleafures for evermore. Hence
alfo the blelTings he communicates are everlafting ; ever-

lafting peace, everlafting pardon, everlafting confolation,

L 1 2 ever-
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everlafting life ; He that believeth on the Son hath ever-

hftiug life. Here is a depth to dive into for ever ; Chrift

hath an eternity of all perfection in him. An eternity of
all excellency, an eternity of all blefiings : here is a por-

tion that will make you up to eternity. Here is eternal

wifdom, eternal power, eternal holinefs, eternal happi-

nefs. He is the true God, and eternal life. Every thing

is everlailing in him ; his righteoufnefs is everlafting

righteoufneis ; his ftrength is everlafting ftrength ; his

wTifdom is everlafting wifdom. Poor dying mortal, here

is an everlafting treafure. O ! come here, come here,

poor mortal, that art to die in a few days, and no mat-
ter though you give up the ghoft fhortly, when, inftead

of this fhort lading life, here is everlafting life for you,

as well as fecurity from everlafting death. All things

are in his hand eternally.—But here I fhall go on,

Fifthly', To the next thing I propofed, which was, in

order to the quickening and exciting of our faith, to of-

fer fome motives and cwsiderations, arifing from,

and accompanying this truth, that all things are given

into Chrijl's hand. O let us be exhorted to come to,

and clofe with, and believe in, this glorious one. And,
for motive, confider,

i. Is it poflible that we can have or defire a better

pattern to follow or imitate, in trufting in Chrift, than

his eternal Father, who hath entrufted him with all

things ? Behold my Servant whom 1 uphold ! Ifa. xlii. i.

;

or, as the word is obferved to fignify, My Servant

ivhom I trust ; and accordingly hath entrufted him
with all things. And, Oh ! may not this fhame us out

of our diftruft ? Thus the Father entrufted him with all

the great concerns of his everlafting glory ! And may
not we well truft him with all the concerns of our ever-

lafting welfare ? O Sirs, is it not fafeft laying our help

where God has laid it? Where the waters go, the filK

will go ; God and all his fulnefs is gone with Chrift. Is

it not beft going where God goes, and refting where he
refts, and loving whom he loves, and trufting whom he
trufts.

2. Confider, is it poflible that we can have or defire

a bet-
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a better hand for all things to be put into, than the hand
of Chrift, whom the Father thus loves? All things you
need to make you for ever happy, are in the hand of a

God-man. That your flock may be fure to you, it is

in the hand of a God ; and that it may be near to you,

it is in the hand of a Man. How can it be furer to you
than in his hand, who is God as well as man ? How can

it be nearer to you than in his hand, who is man as well

as God ? O then, is not the flock in a friend's hand ?

A great friend, a near friend ? God could not chufe a
better hand both for his own interefl and yours. It is

more honourable for God, more profitable for you, that

all things are put in the hand of Chrift, the fecond Adam,
the new-covenant head, than if all things had remained
in the flate they were in before. The covenant of works
was broken : but if you look believingly towards Chrift,

not only will God get more glory this way than if he
fhould damn you for your fins, and fatisfy his juftice

upon you to eternity ; but alfo more glory than if he
(hould have rewarded you with life, for your righteouf-

nefs, according to the tenor of the covenant of works,
fuppofmg it had never been broken. Why, all the glo-

ry of God was defigned to concentre in Chrift, as in a
bright conftellation ; and will you crofs this defign, that

tends fo much more to God's honour, and your profit,

than if matters had flood in their old primitive pofture?

See how Job was taken up with the way of grace, be-

yond that of works, Job ix. 15, 20, 21. Whom, though

I were righteous, yet zvould I not onfzver ; but I would
make application to my judge. If I juftify myfelf mine
own mouth fball condemn me; if I fay, I am perfecJ, it

fhall alfo prove me perverfe. Though I zvere per]eel, yet

would I not know my foul, I zvould defpife my life,

3. Confider, as another motive, that as it is not pof-

fible to mifs everlafting life, if you look believingly to

him that hath all things in his hand ; fo it is not poffible

to efcape everlafting wrath > if you believe not in him ;

read the verfe immediately following the text ; He that

helieveth on the Son, hath everlafting life ; and he that be-

lieveth not the Son, fJmll not fee life, but the wrath of
God abidetb on him, He that believeth, fhall be -fared ;

'but
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but he that believeth not, Jhall be damned. He that believ-

eth, cannot mifs falvation ; for, it is in the hand of Chrift,

to give to all comers : he that believeth not, cannot e-

fcape damnation ; for, How jhall we ejcape if we re-

jeH fo great a falvation f fo great a Saviour, who hath

all things in his hand ? It is eftablifhed in heaven, and
it (lands now upon the honour ot God to fave all believ-

ers in Chriit., and to damn all unbelievers. Only, as

God gets more honour, and greater fatisfa&ion in your

falvation, through Chriit, in a way of believing in him,

than he can get in your damnation, if you remain in

your unbelief ; therefore, though you had no regard to

your falvation or damnation, there is fomething here,

of infinitely greater worth than your eternal life or eter-

nal damnation, that mould move you to this glorious

Jefus for all things ; and that is, for the fake of the e-

ternal honour and glory of God and Chrift ; for, the

Father hath put honour upon the Son, by giving all

things into his hand. As you cannot put more honour

upon Chrift, fo you cannot put more honour upon his

Father that crowned him with this honour, than by put-

ting all things you have ado in his hand, and coming to

him for all things you ftand in need of. Chrift is glori-

fied in fuch ; for, they are his glory
;
yea, his crown

of glory, Ifa. lxii. 3. When you come to him and make
ufe of this treafure that the Father hath put in his hand,

you join with his Father in putting a crown of glory on

his head.

4. Confider, for motive to look to this Jefus, that it

is not poffible, O fmner, that all things are given into

Chrift's hand, and yet you have no concern in it, fince

all is given to him that he may give it out to you. Why
has he received the Spirit above meafure f He tells you

himfelf, Ifa. Ixi. 1. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

for he hath anointed me ; Why, even to preach good tidings

to the meek, and to proclaim liberty to the captives. His

Father alfo tells you, Ifa. xlii. 1. / have put my Spirit

upon him, and he (hall bring forthjudgment to the Gentnes ;

that is, give light and underftanding, life and falvation

to the Gentiles. Why hath our Lord Jefus received

gifts, even the gift of all things t See Pfal. lxviii. 1 8.

com-
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cqmpared with Eph. iv. 8. He hath receivedgiftsfor men.

" But, fay you, I am a poor rebel." Well, it is even

for the rebellious. So, not only are all things in Chrift's

hand communicatively, as I faid before, but all tfiings

are given him for this very end, that they may be com-
municated for the benefit of finners. When Chrift fays,

Mat. xxviii. 10. ^ill piwer is given to me in heaven and in

earth, he immediately adds, Go ye therefore and teach

all nations : As if he had faid, Why have I received all

power in heaven and in earth, but for this end that I

may be able to fave and relieve poor finners, and there-

fore, Go ye, and teach all nations, and tell them where
their help lies. Say not, then, you have no concern,

O finner ; it is becaufe the Father hath given all things

into his hand, that therefore he fays to us, in your
behalf, Go preach the gofpel to every creature ; every fin-

ner, though they have finned themfelves into monfters

;

finned themfelves into devils
;

yet, if they be creatures,

preach the gofpel to them : tell them I have life, and
falvation, and all things in my hand for them ; Whofoever

will, let him come. Put not away this grace of God from
you through unbelief, faying, // cannot befor me : yea,

it is for you ; To you is the word of thisfalvationfent. Let
faith fay, It is for me, for me, that all things were giv-

en into Chrift's hand. No, fays unbelief, and the de-

vil together, it is for the eletl and not for me. O fin-

ner, let not the devil cheat you about the object of faith

;

though, indeed, the eleclion onlyJhall obtain ; yet the thing

you are called firft to believe, is not what is for you in

the purpofe of God, but what is for you in the promife

of God, and in the offer of this gofpel ; and if you take

what is for you here, you are fafe in fpite of all the de-s

vils of hell. Therefore let your heart fay, " O ! here is

" life and falvation, and all things in Chrift's hand held
" out in this gofpel for me ; and even fo I take it as
" offered to me." If it were not for you, we could
not preach the gofpel to every one here ; but, in his

great name, I preach it to every creature that hears me,
that the Father hath given all things into Chrift's handfor
you; and, therefore, take him to you, and all things

with him.

5. Coa-
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5. Confider, that Chrift, having got all things put in

his hand, for the behoof of finners, it is not poflible

that he will keep all clofe in his hand, and give out no-

thing. No, no ; it flands upon his honour as Mediator
;

it (lands upon his credit as he is the church's treafurer,

and the Father's truflee, to give out of that treafure

of grace and fulnefs, that is given to him, for our be-

half: he would not be faithful unto his trufl if he mould
give out none of that treafure to poor finners ; but, who
can charge him with unfaithfulnefs ? What mouth, but

that of curfed unbelief, will charge him thus ? When
unbelief fays, Oh ! he will give out nothing to me :

What is the meaning of it ? It is in effect a faying, He
is not fo faithful to his trufl, as that I can expect he will

give out any thing to the like of me. Alas ! beware of

blafphemy : let faith rather flep in and fay, I hope he
will give out cf his fulnefs to me, becaufe his name is

faithful and true. And if you can believe his truth and
faithfulnefs pledged in the promife, as the Father's Truf-

tee for finners, and that with particular application to

yourfelf, then his faithfulnefs is engaged unto you, be-

liever, in particular. But here is a door of faith and
hope even for linners that are yet unbelievers, that there

is a glorious and fweet neceffity lying upon Chrift, to

give out of his grace and fulnefs to finners of mankind

;

and why not to you ? He mufl give out of his grace to

make his people willing in a day of his power , and bring

them to himfelf; Other Jheep I have which are not of this

fold, [namely, Gentiles, as well as Jews,] them I ?nufl

bring ; and they /ball hear my voice, John x. 16. T'hem I
mufl bring. We are told, John iv. 4. He mujl needs go

through Samaria : why, for what end ? It was even to

give out of his grace to a poor harlot, a vile finful wo-
man there : Even fo, 1 hope he mufl needs go through

Dunfermline, this day, to give out of that flore the Fa-

ther hath given him, for the fake of poor vile finners

here. Was there a bleffed neceffity for his fuffering at

Jerufalem ? Yea, there was ; Luke xxiv. 26. Ought not

Chrifl to have fuffered thefe things', and to enter into his

glory? Even fo, there is a bleffed neceffity for his apply-

ing the virtue of his death and fuffering?, by pouring

out
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pouring out of his Spirit, and communicating of his

grace for that end.

6. Confider, that though Chrift be exalted to this

honour and majefty, of having all things given into his

hand, yet it is not'poffible that therefore he mould be

proud, and lordly, and difdainful, fo as not to regard

the cafe of poor finners ; for, the quite contrary is the

truth, namely, becaufe he is thus honoured, therefore

he humbles himfelf. Some may think, " Gh ! when
" Chrift is exalted to fuch fupreme dignity, as that all

" things are in his hand, furely he will reckon it below
" him to regard fuch a (inner as I am ; and ftoop fo

" low as to warn fuch a leper as I am." Alas ! Sirs,

think not fo ; for he declares the contrary ; read his

mind on this with wonder and admiration, John xiii.

3,— 8. fefus knozving that the Father had given all things

into his hands, and that he was come jrom God, and went

to God, he rifeth from flipper, and laid afide his garments,

and took a towel and girded himfelf: After that he poured

water into a bafon, and began to zvaflo his difciples feet,

and to zvipe them zuith the towel wherezvith he was girded.

'Then cometh he to Simon Peter ; and Peter faith unto him,

Lord, dofl thou wafh my feet f 'Jefus anfwered and fid
unto him j What I do thou knozveft not nozv, but thou fhalt

know hereafter. Peterf21th unto him, Thou fhalt never

waflj my feet. Jefus anfwered him, IfI wafh thee not,

thou haft no part in me. What was the reafon, then, that

Chrift ftooped down to warn his difciples feet ? Even
becaufe he knew the Father had given all things into bis

hand. Was he therefore proud ? No ; he was there-

fore humble. Poor finful men, that have nothing, are

mod proud ; but the God-man, who hath all things,

is moil humble, and (loops to our infirmities, becaufe he

is clothed with infinite excellency. His excellency as

Mediator, is the caufe of his humility ; and his humili-

ty prompts his excellency to be good to finners. O
wonderful, humble §aviour 1 There is a twofold hu-

miliation of Chrift ; Firft, He humbled himfelf to come
down into our nature, and fhed his blood for us. Se-

condly, Being exalted, he humbles himfelf to come
Vol. V. M m down



278 Heaven's Grand Repofttory; or, Ser.LXXXL
down into our hearts, our filthy hearts, and wafh them
in his blood. In the former, he humbled himfelf, that

.God might exalt him ; in the latter, God exalted him,
that he might humble himfelf. He is exalted for this

very end to pardon and purge guilty and polluted tin-

ners, Ads v. 31. It is no difparagernent to his exalted

Hate, for him to (loop down and warn your feet, and
warn your heart : Him hath God exalted, a Prince and
Saviour, to give repentance to. Ifrael, and remijfion offins

:

This is the way he wafhes, by giving pardon and re-

pentance. For as high and honourable as he is, he
thinks it his honour to give out grace. Wo is me, that

he is not employed, fince he thinks it his honour to wafh
you ! It is not below him ; he does not think he will

be dishonoured or affronted, no : he knows that the

lower he floops, the higher will he be honoured in the

hearts of his people. I appeal to all believing hearts
;

the lower that he condefcends to you, to wafh your fil-

thy hearts, O ! did not your hearts exalt him the more,

and wonder at his glory ? Do you think the lefs of

him ? I fuppofe not. I am fure you think the more,

and the higher of him. O ! tinner, then, do not think

he is too high to look down towards you ; the higher

he is, the lower doth he lloop ; and therefore the high-

er you conceive he is, the more hope you may conceive

of his pity and favour towards you ; and the more you
fee is given into his hand, the more do you expeel: to

get out of his hand : faith has the more footing.

So much for the motives.

Sixthly, The next thing propofed, in order to the re-

gulating aridfquaring of our faith, according to the gof-

pel-rule, was to offer fome directions. And,
1. Be convinced, that, as all things are in his hand9

fo faith itfeif is in his hand to give ; for he is the au-

thor of it, Heb. xii. 2. And know, that nothing, but

the power of God, can effectually work faith. The
s

gofpel mujl come, not in word only, but in power, and in

the Holy Ghojl, 1 Thef. i. 5. Seek not for faith, then,

out of your own bowels ; for, Faith cometh by hearing.

Why, the gofpel, that you hear, is the power of God to

falvation ;
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falvation ; and this power works fecretly and filently up-

on the heart, in hearing, when the perfon may be little

knowing that it is the power of God that is dealing with

his heart ; and yet that power is, perhaps, working fo

effectually, that, in hearing of Chrift, there is a heart-

beating towards him : a heart-bleeding towards him ; a

heart-burfting towards him ; a heart-burning towards

him. This power is fometimes an enlightening power,

ravifhing the heart with the glorious excellency of Chrift,

difcovered in the word ; and, with this, a foftening

power, fo as the heart is milted like water, before the

Lord, that was a hard rock before ; and, perhaps, with

this a drawing power, fo as the heart is panting after

the Lord ; and yet, perhaps, the perfon doth not know
that the power of God is prefent ; but, however, the

gofpel is the power of God ; and faith comes by hearing of

it, when it comes not in word only, but in power. Faith

comes not by working ; it comes not by doing ; it comes

not by forcing yourlelf up to the act of faith ; but it

comes by hearing the object ; it comes by hearing of

Chrift, and of what he hath in his hand. The object

of faith comes not from our act of faith ; but the acting

of faith comes from the object of faith ; and fo it comes

by hearing of the glorious object. Why ftand you por-

ing then upon your want of power to act faith, as if you

were to pull it out of your own breaft ? You will be

much nearer your purpofe, if you will pore upon the

object of it, Chrift, who hath all things in his hand.

If you be taken up with the object, there is no fear a-

bout the act of faith ; for the foul, in believing, confi-

ders not what can I do ? But, what can Chrift do ? It

confiders not, what have I in my hand? But, what

hath Chrift in his hand ? And hence, when faith acts

rightly upon Chrift, it confiders not itfelf, and its own
actings •, it is taken up with nothing but Chrift : and it

is the beft act of faith that lofes itfelf, and is fwallowed

up in its object, faying, Chrift is all in all ; and I fee all

things in his hand.

2. Direction, in order to your clofing with Chrift,

who hath all things in his hand ; O ! be convinced that

you have nothing in your own hand ; no righteoufnefs in

M m 2 your
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your own hand, no ftrength in your own hand ; this

would pave the way for faying,' Surely in the Lord only,

have I righteoufnefs and Jirength, I fear there are forne

here, who are rich and increafed with goods, and are

relying on fome of thefe good things that they have in

hand ; even behevers are in danger here : fome are fay-

ing, in their hearts, Perhaps 1 have fome good duty and
preparation-work I have been about, and I reft on that

;

and hope for favour on that account : I had a good
frame' yefterday, or yeflernight, or this morning ; and

1 got grace to pray, and I am hoping, on that account,

to obtain favour at God's hand this day. O man, take

care of your hand ; while you are relying on any thing

in your own hand, \ou are too rich, and it will be a

wonder if you meet not with a difappointment ; for he

that feeds the hungry with God things, fends the rich empty

away* There is more hope, if notwithftandmg all your

bell duties, and beft frames, you are entitled to nothing,

and fee you have no wifdom, no grace, no good thing

in your own hand ; no good frame to confide in.

"What ! have you nothing at all ? No, not a crumb to

put in your mouth ? Are you reduced to poverty and
beggary ? Why, then, Bleffed are the poor in fpirit

;

come, and welcome, to a full Jefus, who has all things

in his hand. The poor and needy come beft fpeed here.

Have you nothing to truft unto but the grace that is in

his hand ? the fulnefs that is in his hand ? and have you
no hope or confidence built any where elfe ? I can pro-

mife, in his name, it fhall not be long ere you be fup-

plied ; for, T^he needy fhall not always be forgotten, nor

the expectation of the poor perifh for ever.

3. Direction I offer is, O man, woman, lay all things

that you want diftinctly and directly over again]} all things

he hath, and you want out of his hand. For example,

when you think on your own guiltinefs, then look to

his righteoufnefs, and lay this over againft that. When
you apprehend your weaknefs, then apprehend the

ftrength that is in his hand, and lay the one over againft

the other. When you confider your emptinefs, then

corifider his fulnefs, and ftudy Chrift, and your condi-

tion together ; if you ftudy your condition without ftu-

dying
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dying Chrift, then you will be full of defpair and dif-

couragements ; if you fludy Chrift, without fludying

your condition, then you will be full of pride and pre-

fumption. If you think on fin, without Chrilt, you
defpair ; if you think on Chrilt, without thinking on
fin, you prefume. If you be ignorant, think on Chrift

as a Prophet; if guilty, here think on Chrift as a Prieft;

if enflaved, apprehend him as a King. Obferve the at-

tributes and titles of Chrift that are mod fuited to your
condition ; and lay them and your condition together.

It is remarkable, that all the epiftles, to the feven

churches of Afia, begin with titles of Chrift ; and every

title is fuited to the condition of that church. For ex-

ample, his title to the church of Smyrna is, The firfi

and the loft, that was dead and is alive, Rev. ii. 8. Why
fo ? Becaufe they were to fuffer bard things ; and were
called to befaithful unto the death, and fo on : he fhews

that he hath a title fuited to every cafe. Thus, fet the

names and titles of Chrift, that fuit your condition, di-

rectly over againft it ; and allure yourfelf that Chrift

will make good his titles, that he is clothed with. If

the title be, The Lord is ?ny fiepherd ; then I may cer-

tainly infer, I Jhall not want, Pfalm xxiii. 1. Thus do
you, when you find there is dijirefs among the faints,

then remember his title, King offaints. When ycu find

diforder and commotion among the nations, then remem-
ber his title, The king of nations. When you find dark-

nefs overfpeading your foul, then remember his title, /

am the light of the world. When you find death and
deadnefs taking place, then remember his title, I am the

refurreclion and the life. When you are uneafy with the

confufwns and black afpeel of affairs in the church, then
remember his title, The Head of the body the church ;

and Head over all things to it ; The government is upon his

Jhoulders. KnoAv, that as Chrift and the promife is yours
in the gofpel offer and publication to be believed in,

refted upon ; fo Chrift is fo far yours in poneflion, as

you, through grace, improve him, and reft upon. The
promife is fo far yours in pofleffion as you improve it,

and reft upon it.

4. Direction I offer is, fince the Father hath given all

things

'
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things into his hand, then, O let him be improven and
employed by youfor all things. Do not think you can put

too much work in his hand, or that you can give him
too many things ado for you. If you believe the Father

hath given all things into his hand, you may be fure you
are welcome to employ him in all things : and the more
buftnefs you have to put in his hand, the more welcome.

You may come to him not only with all your fpirituai

affairs, and truft him for all things that concern wifdom,

righteoufnefs, fanclification, and redemption ; but alfo

with all your temporal affairs ; for the promife, in Chrift,

is a promife of the life that now is, and of that which is to

come, 1 Tim. iv. 8. Many profefs to rely on Chrifl for

eternal falvation, and yet they dare not truft unto him
for their temporal provifion ; and fo difcover the rotten-

nefs of their faith, in that they cannot depend on him
for all things. It is faid, 1 John iv. 20. He that loveth

not his brother, whom he hath feen, how can he love God,

whom he hath notfeen f So may we fay, he that cannot

truft in Chrift for things temporal, in this world ; how
can he truft in him for things eternal, in the other

world ? Why then, In all thy ways acknowledge hi?n9

and he will direcl thy fieps. You may go to his table

with an eye to him for his conduct and bleffing, even

in temporal affairs : and if you can truft him in thefe,

it will be a good evidence that you can truft him, in-

deed, in the affairs of your eternal falvation alfo. Is

there any remarkable change of circumftances in your

life and lot in this world, wherein you would have his

conduct and countenance? Are you a minifter? and

would you be a bleffing to the parifh where God is or-

dering your lot ? Are you a private Chriftian ? and

would you be a bleffing to the place or family wherein

God may appoint your lot ? Why, behold he hath the

bleffing of Abraham to beftow upon you ; / will blefs

thee, and thou fhalt be a bleffing, Gen. xii. 2. If you
own that the reins of providence are in his hand, as well

as all things elfe, then come to him, and employ him
in all things that pertain to life and godlinefs both.

5. Direction is, fince the Father hath given all things

into Chrifl's hand, then, in coming to him, not only

come



Se r . LXXXI. Faith's greateft Encouragement, 283

come that he may givf all things to you, that you need,

but that he may be all things to you that you want. Not
only that he may give you life ; but that he himfelf may
be your life : not only that he may give you falvation ;

but that he himfelf may be your falvation : not only

that he may bring you to reft and happinefs ; but that

he himfelf may be your reft and happinefs, both J)y the

way here, and at the end of the way hereafter. Look
to Chrift, not only to give you all, but to be your all

;

for he is not only the way to life, but the life itfelf : /

am the way, the truth, and the life, " As I defire, fays

" one, never to be happy, if Chrift be not able to bring
" me to happinefs; fo I defire no greater, no better
<e happinefs, than what Chrift is, and can be to me."
O Sirs, he is all, and there is all in him ; all to juftify,

all to fan&ify, all to glorify, all to fill and fatisfy, all

to delight and folace the largeft faculties of the immor-
tal foul ; In his prefence there is fulnefs ofjoy. The high*

eft happinefs here is, Chrift in us the hope ofglory ; and
the higheft happinefs hereafter is, Chrift, even to be for
ever with the Lord. The thief on the crofs had this

preached to him, This day ftoalt thou be with me in Para-

dife ; to be in Paradife, is not happinefs ; to be with

angels there, is not happinefs ; but to be with Chrift

there, this is heaven and happinefs. The more diftincl:

that faith is in choofing Chrift to be the fupreme reft,

the more complete is that faith. The language of faith

comes to maturity ;
" O ! fince God and all his fulnefs

" is in Chrift : it is Chrift alone that is my life, all my
" falvation, all my hope, all my righteoufnefs, all my
" ftrength, all my comfort, all my confidence, all my
cc happinefs, and all my heaven : Whom have I in hea-
" ven but thee f and there is none in all the earth zvhom
" / defire befides thee.

39

6. Direction, for regufeting faith is, fince all things

are given into his hand, and are unchangeably and eter-

nally in his hand, then let co?mnv to him, through grace

be your continual exercife, your daily trade ; the foun-

tain is ever full and overflowing ; and the cftener you
come with your empty veffels, fo much the better.

Think not faith lies in one (ingle aft
}

if you would be

very
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very fare of Chrift, you fhould believe in him, and em-
brace him every day

;
yea, and as oft as,,through grace,

you can, every day. Having once come to Chrift, your

life mould be a life of coming clofely and conftantly to

him, 1 Pet. ii. 4. It is not only to be a&ed at the table

of the Lord, when you fit there ; it may be a&ed, per-

haps, as profitably and pleafantly before you go to the

table, or afterwards, in hearing, or finging, in public

or in fecret ; and, as the fecond edition corrects the

errors of the firft, fo after acts of believing many times

correct the defects of the firfb ad. We are told, John v. 13.

^he man that was healed wijl not who it was that healed

him ; and the man cured of his blindnefs, John ix. 36.

knew not who he was, till the Lord met with him again :

and, indeed, the longer a man hath Chrift's company,

the longer and fweeter are his manifeftations of himfelf

:

every day's renewing of our application to Chrifl by
faith, and clofmg with him, would make every day to

be a day of efpoufals ; and every day of efpoufals would

be a day of the gladnefs of his heart, and of your's too. I

think there is ground for this in that promife, I'will be-

troth thee unto me for ever, Hof. ii. 19. What is that ?

I fuppofe we may take this view of it, not only lhall the

marriage-relation be indiffolveable ; but alfo the marri-

age-folemnity mall be perpetual ; I will be for ever be-

trothing thee unto me ; the manifeftations of my love

fhall never fade, never languifh, but be always frefh and

full, like that of the day of efpoufals ; and every new
manifeflation thereof like a new efpoufals. So much
for directions in this matter.

Now, my friends, to come to a clofe, may I afk,

What entertainment have you given to the Son of God,
who hath all things given into his hand f Or, what room
hath he made for himfelf into your hearts ? Ifyou fhould

hear of a fovereign water, that could cure all difeafes,

what flocking of people would there be to that water ?

Here is that fovereign water, Chrifl alone, that can

cure all difeafes
;
yea, and fupply all wants ; and he is

the great ordinance of God, the great inflitution and

appointment of the Father for the relief of hnners, in

all cafes, Labour not for the meat which perifl.eth, butfor

that
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that meat which endureth unto ever/a/ling life, which the

Son of man fhall give unto you, John vi. 27. There is

the hand from which you may have it. But how fhall

I get it from him ? Why, it follows, Him hath God the

Father fealed : Him hath God the Father appointed. He
is the great ordinance and appointment of the Father for

the very things you want : God hath fit him forth to be a

propitiation ; fet him forth to be a righteoufnefs for

guilty finners ; fet him forth to be a robe for naked fm-

ners ; fet him forth to be a laver for filthy finners ; fet

him forth to be a ladder between heaven and earth, that

finners may get up to the everlaiting enjoyment of God.
He hath fet him forth to be all things ; to be wifdom,

reghteoufnefs, jantlification, redemption, and all things

for us ; and this in infinite love to him and us : The Fa-
ther loves him, and has given all things into his hand, Why,
fay you, but I cannot fee his hand with all things in it.

Why, man, by this gofpel, which you hear, he is reach-

ing down his hand with all things in it, that you may
take hold of it in this word of grace. Will you tell me,
what way would you have the invifible God to put out

his hand towards you : Infinite wifdom has thought this

the bed way ; and if you be not fo groily ignorant as to

think of feeing the infinite invifible God, with bodily

eyes, what better way can you conceive for him to

flretch out his arm, and reach out his hand to you ?

Would you have him fpeaking to you by fome glorious

angel of heaven ? Why, this way hath been tried, and
their appearance was terrifying. Would you have him
putting out his hand in a flame of fire ? Why, this was
once done to Mofes in the bum ; but the poor man fell

a quaking. Or, again, would you have God putting

out his hand, or uttering his voice to you by thunder

and lightening, and thick clouds, and darknefs ? Why,
this was the way he took at mount Sinai, and all the

camp of Ifrael fell a trembling and crying, c O! let not
* God fpeak, but Mofes ; if he will fpeak to us, let him
• do it by a man like ourfelves :' and, O Sirs, if you knew
God, this is juft the very way you would have him
fpeaking to you ; and behold it is juft by a poor mor-
tal worm like yourfelves, that you may not be frighten-

Vol. V. Nn ed
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ed at his words. It is true, it may be, the devil and

the world have been bufy to fill your hearts with preju-

dices againft the poor feeble inftruments, who preach

this gofpel to you ; but whatever you think of us, and,

for ChrifVs fake, I beg you reckon no more of us than

of poor earthen veiTels, bearing a treafure to you ; only,

never let the view of the bafenefs and insignificancy of

the veiTel make you to defpife and rejecl the treafure we
are bearing to you ; a treafure worth ten thoufand,

thoufand, thoufand worlds ; and wo is me, if you be

only flaring upon the poor preacher, and have not your

eyes open, your underflandings enlightened to fee the

treafure of unfearchable riches brought to your hand by

this gofpel, and brought to the very door of your heart!

Rom. x. 3.

My friends, I look upon you, as I do upon myfelf,

to be a company of dying worms ; and am dealing with

you in the name of the living God, the living Jefus,

that you may live for ever in him. We are all going to

the grave ; where our nearefl friends and forefathers

have gone before us. I fuppofe there are few here

but have either a father or a mother, a hufoand, a wife,

a brother, a fitter, a child, a near and dear friend, lying

in the cold bed of the grave ; and, in a few years, or

days, thefe bodies of yours will lye rotting in the dull:

with them. Now, O man, woman ; when your body

is to be laid in the dull:, would you have your foul laid

in the bofom of Chrifl ? Behold he is now opening his

bofom, and opening his heart, that you may enter in :

and if your heart were opening to let him in this day, it

might yield fuch a joyful reflection in the hour of death,

"Oil think glorious Chrift drew out my heart to him
" at fuch a communion in Dunfermline; and therefore,

" O death where is thy fling f I hope to live for ever in

" fpite of thee."

My dear friends, it is not only a door of utterance to

fpeak to you that we have been feeking to have at this

occafion, but a door of entrance ; and ChriiVs entering

into your heart by the power of his eternal Spirit. And,
O is he come ? Is he come

; yea, or not ? Are you wel-

coming the Father's Beloved, that hath all things in his

hand -

y
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hand ; faying, Bleffed is he that cometh in the name ofthe

Lord? When he is welcoming you to come to him,

are you welcoming him to come to you? Can you

fay, He hath perfuaded me, and I am perfuaded f Have
you found him riding in this chariot of the word of

grace ; riding into your heart, and making it fly open

to him, faying, " None but Chrift, none but Chrift
;

" O ! a thoufand worlds are not to be laid in balance
" with him./ Is there never a heart here fet a burn-

ing and glowing in your bofom towards a precious Chrift?

I am confident there is fome ; but, wo is me, that all

the hearts in this houfe, are not fet in a fire of love to-

wards a lovely Jefus ! O what a joyful found may this

be in the ears of poor finners ! Chrift, and all things in

his hand, as a pledge of his Father's love to him and

you ! and this blefted bargain offered freely to you ! Ho !

every one that thirfieth t come to thefe waters / he that hath

no money come ; Come without money, and without price

!

O Sirs, the beft penny-worth, the nobleft bargain that

ever mortal ears heard tell of! All things for nothing

!

all things for nothing ! and this to be had by you, fm-

ner, who are lefs than nothing, and worfe than nothing !

Though you have an empty purfe
;
yet you need not be

a baihful merchant here ; for the more poor and empty
that you are, the welcomer to him that hath all things

in his hand. Chrift requires nothing as a price of his

fulnefs, but want, and worthlefTnefs, and mifery : It is

for the fupply of fuch that he hath this fulnefs. Say not

then that you have no right to it ; for God offers it to

you, and you need it ; and there is right enough. If

you fay, Was he able, in his humbled ftate, when he
came in the flefh ? And is he not able in his exalted

ftate, when he comes in the Spirit, to dejlroy the works

of the devil f I am not only poor, but perverfe ; and am
afraid of hell, becaufe I have finned to the uttermoft.

Why, he that hath all things, hath all power, and is able

to fave to the uttermojl : your uttermoft is great, but

God's uttermoft is infinitely greater. Say not, Satan

hath confirmed his right to you by your long trade of

finning ; for, Chrift owns no prescription of that kind ;

and it is his errand here this day to come and defttoy t ?

N n 2 works
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works of the devil : for this caufe was the Son of God
manifefled.

Is any here thinking, " Yea, but I am an apoftate

;

" guilty of many relapfes ; may not I defpair IV No,
no, man ; he that hath all things in his hand, has a

plaifter for all fores, and one for a falling ficknefs among
the reft : I will heal your backflidings, and love you freely.

Though you have played the harlot with many lovers, yet

return ; though you have run to the devil, to your lufts

and idols, yet come to me. " But is it poflible that
" there is a door of hope for me when, notwithftanding,
" all that you have faid, I find all things wrong with

ff me ?" Why, man, will you tell me, what ftate were
all things into, when the Father put them in Chrift'

s

hand ? 1 fuppofe all things were wrong by the fall of

Adam ; the devil was rejoicing, fin was raging, death

was reigning, juftice was flaming, hell was gaping, and
all things were wrong ; and then the Father put them all

in ChrinVs hand, that he might fet them right. Why,
then, did the father love the Son, and give all things in-

to his hand, even in that ftate ? Then, for the love of
Chrift Jefus, put all things that are wrong with you, in-

to his hand, that he may right them, for well can he do it.

And as the Father did put honour upon him by doing
fo, and glorified his Son ; fo this is the way for you to

honour and glorify Chrift : and as in this way you fhall

have everlafting life, by him, fo he fhall have everlaft-

ing honour by you, 2 ThefT. i. 13.

If after all, you fay, " You cannot receive him, you
u cannot believe, you cannot come to him." Well, it is

true, you can do nothing ; but there is fomething I

would afk, if you can do, and that is, " Can you re-
" fufe him? Can you rejecl: him ? Can you ftand out
" againft him I Can your hearts fay, for all that you
" have heard of him, that you care not for him, that
" you are better pleafed with the world, and your lufts ?"

If you cannot for your heart do thefe things, then I

hope you fhall be able to believe in him ; for faith does
not ly in your doing any thing, but in your employing
Chrift to do all, and faying, " He, that hath all things
" in his hand, muft do all things for me." Faith is

never
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never truly acted under a fenfe of ability to believe, but

under a fenfe of utter inability ; and therefore, if you

can fay, " Though I find my own weaknefs and inabi-
45 lity to believe, yet I think, by this revelation of
" Chrift, made to me, God hath made we willing, that

" Chrift, who HSth all things in his hand, fhould be all

" things to me, and do all things for me ; willing, with
" a thoufand good wills, that he mould put all things

" that are evil out of me, and put all things that are
" good within me ; and willing that he mould be all

" things that relate to wifdom, and illuminate all things

" that relate to righteoufnefs and juftification ; all things

" that relate to holinefs and fanctifkation ; and all things

" that relate to happinefs and complete redemption.
,,

Is

it fo with your* Then you have got a heart to join hand
with him that hath all things in his hand; and you may
gladly go to a communion table, and get the bargain feal-

ed between him and you ; and you may boaft and glory

in your all-fufficient Head and HufbancJ, whom God
hath furnifhed in this manner. The Father kveth the

Son, and hath given all things into his hand.

mm
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SERMON LXXXIL

The Law ofGoo's Houfe. *

Ezek. xliii. 12.

This is the law of the houfe ; upon the top of the mountain,

the whole limit thereof round about Jhall he mojl holy

:

heboid\ this is the law of the houfe.

IT is moft fuitablc and neceffary, that thefe who have
been making a folemn profeflion of their being of

the houfhold offaith ; who have been eating and drink-

ing in God's houfe, as fellow citizens with the faints,

and of the houfhold of God, mould know the order and
law of the houfe: and, therefore, I lay before you a

fhort fum of it, very emphatically here expreffed ; This
is the law of the houfe ; upon the top of the mountain, the

whole limit thereof round about Jhall be mofl holy: behold,

this is the law of the houfe.

In the beginning of this chapter we have an account
of the glory of Godfiling the temple, particularly ver. 5.

;

and then a promife of God's continuing his prefence in

his church, ver. 7, 8. to the purging them from their

idolatry, corruption, and defilement, which here they
are put in mind of, for their conviction and humiliation.

From ver. 10. and downward, we have Ifrael exhorted
to faith and repentance 5 Shew the houfe to the houfe of
Ifrael

y
that they may be afhamed of their iniquity. The

* This fermon was preached on the Sabbath evening, immedi-
ately after the celebration of the facrament of the Lord's fupper,
at Dunfermline, July 16th, 1732. It hath undergone five im-
prefiions.

temple
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temple was a token of God's kindnefs, and fymbol of
his prefence, as well as a type of Chrift the true temple,

and of the New-teftament church. And when he en-

joins toJhew the houfe to the houfe of Ifrael, that they may
be ajhamed, we may remark, that the way wherein a gra-

cious God mames people for their fin, is to fhow them
his kindnefs and gracious prefence : thus he puts them
out of countenance, and fets them a-blufhing, chap. xvi.

63. That thou mayft remember and be confounded, and ne-

ver open thy mouth any more becaufe of thy fhame, when I
am pacified towards thee, for all that thou hafl done, faith

the Lord God.—Again, ver. 1 1. If they be afhamedofall
that they have done, thenfhow them the form ofthe houfe9

and the fajhion thereof and the goings out thereof and
the comings in thereof, and all the forms thereof and all

the ordinances thereof and all the laws thereof: and write

it in their fight, that they may keep the wholeform thereof

and all the ordinances thereof and do them. When his

kindnefs makes them afhamed of their fin, then he
mows them more and more of his kindnefs, and grants
them more and more of his gracious prefence. In the
clofe of ver. 1 1 . Write it in their fight y that they keep

the wholejorm thereof and all the ordinances thereof and
do them. Here remark, that the privileges of God's
houfe and people do not fuperfede their duty, but bind
them more fweetly and ftrictly thereunto ; and therefore,

obedience is here enjoined, and thereupon here is the
rule laid down, This is the law of the houfe ; upon the

top of the mountain, the whole limit thereof round about

Jhall be mofl holy : behold, this is the law of the houfe.

In which words we may notice the four following
particulars.

1. What is the matter of the law of God's houfe,
namely, holinefs ; that all the inhabitants be holy : for,

holinefs becometh God's houfefor ever.

2. The degree of that holinefs which becometh his

houfe, viz. that it be most holy : the perfection of ho-
linefs is required.

3. Notice the extent thereof, from the top of the moun-
tain, the whole limit thereof round about. Formerly, on-
ly the fan&uary was mofl holy j but now in the gofpel-

times.
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times, to which this prophecy hath a reference, the

whole mount of the houfe mall be fo, and the whole li-

mit thereof; all the courts, all the chambers, and every

part of the houfe, fhall be as the moil holy place.

4. The double affurance given us concerning this ordi-

nance of God's houfe, This is the law of the houfe ;

and again, Behold, this is the law of the houfe.

By the mojl holy in the text, we are to underfland,

cither the privilege of the houfe of God in the gofpel-

times, namely, that all believers in Chrifl have accefs

unto the holy of holies\ and boldnefs to enter into the holiejl,

Heb. x. 19. : they being zWfpiritualpriefts, a royalprieft-

hood, they have accefs, not in the virtue of the blood of

bulls and goats, but in the virtue of the blood of Jefus

;

and with this advantage alfo abo /e the high-priefl under
the law, that, wherever we are, we have accefs through
Chrifl to the Father : or, by the moft holy, we are to

underfland the duty of the church of God, or children

of his houfe, that they be moft holy ; and indeed the

former privilege lays the ftrongeft foundation for, and
brings them under the flri£left obligation to, the duty.

According to the view we have here of the moft holy, ac-

cordingly we are to underfland what is to be meant by
the law of the houfe.

If by moft holy, we underfland the privilege of accefs

to the mofl holy place ; then, by the law of the houfe,

we are to underfland the law of grace, the law of faith,

the gofpel, or God's acl of grace towards us, expreffed

in the promife.

Again, if by the mofl holy, we underfland the quality

of the church, and the duty of all the children of the

houfe, that they be mofl holy ; then, by the law of the

houfe, we are to underfland the precept of the moral law

as a rule of holinefs, duty, and obedience toward God.
Both thefe, I fuppofe, may be included ; and the for-

mer as the means of the latter. Gofpel-privileges mak-
ing way for gofpel-holinefs, according to the order of

the covenant of grace, in oppofition to that of works,

where Do, and Live, made duty go before the privilege

;

whereas here, Live, and Do, makes the privilege the

foun-
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foundation of duty, and the ftrong bafis on which all

gofpel-holinefs (lands.

By the top of the mountain, and the whole limit thereof

round about, we are to underftand the univerfality of

this holinefs, and the extent both of that privilege of

admiflion to the holy place, and of that obligation upon

the privileged to be a holy people.

Observ. That univerfal holinefs is fo much the eftabtifjy-

ed law of God's houfe, that the whole family, being

privileged with accefs to the moft holy place, are

v thereupon under theftrongeft obligation to be the moft

holy people.

The proof of this doctrine I refer to the profecution

of it in the following method, as the Lord may aililt.

I. I would fpeak a little of the houfe of God.

II. Hint at the nature of that holinefs that is peculiar

to the houfe of God.
III. Show that this is the law of the houfe ; and why

it is faid to be fo, again and again.

IV. Touch at the extent of this holinefs required by

the law of God's houfe, upon the top of the moun-

tain, the whole limit thereof round about.

V. Confider a little the privilege of accefs to the moft

holy place.

VI. Show that this privilege obliges the whole to be

the moft holy people. And then,

VII. Make application of the whole in feveral ufes.

I. I am firft to fpeak a little of the houfe of God. The
church is the houfe of God ; If a man know not hozu to

rule his own houfe, how fhall he take care of the church of
God? 1 Tim. iii. 5. And it is fo called on feveral ac-

counts
;

1. God is the builder of it ; He that built all things is

God, Heb. iii. 4. The church is as glorious a piece of

work as the building of heaven and earth ;
yea, more

glorious. It is the work of glorious Omnipotence, to

make life out of death ; he makes thefe that were dead

in fins to be living fanes, 1 Pet. ii. 5. What fiall one

anfwer the mejfengers of the nations f That the Lord hath

Vol. V. O o found-
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founded Zion, and the poor of his people Jhall trufl in it9

[or, BETAKE THEMSELVES TO IT,] Ifa. XIV. 32.

2. Becaufe God is the repairer of it : it is he that re-

fairs the wafte places, and the defolations of many genera-

tions, Ifa. xli. 4. And this is alio a glorious work

;

When the LordJhall build up Zion, he will appear in his

glory, Pfal. cii. 16. It is too glorious for a creature
;

he that is God as well as man hath the honour of it a-

fcribed to him ; He, even he Jhall build the temple of the

Lord, and he Jhall bear the glory, Zech. vi. 13. He may
raife up inftruments, but he himfelf is the principal a-

gent. Saints may weep for Zion, but the Lord mull

rebuild and repair it.

3. Becaufe God is the dweller therein: he dwells

there where he fets up his ordinances, though he con-

fines not himfelf to places ; In all places where I re-

cord my name, I will come to thee, and blefs thee, Exod.

xx. 24. God is known by his ordinances, as we are

known by our names ; The Lord hath chofen Zion ; he

hath defired itfor his habitation. This is my reflfor ever ;

here will I dwell, for I have defiredit, Pfal. cxxxii. 13, 14.

4. Becaufe God is the governor thereof: He alone

gives laws of everlafting confequence, to deflrucVion or

falvation ; There is one Lawgiver who is able to fave and
to dejlroy, James iv. 12. The Lord is our Lawgiver.

Popes and patrons may ufurp a government of the

church ; but the Lord alone is the God of conference ;

and the government is on his Jhoidders.

Quest. Who are the members of this houfe of God,

Answ. The church is either vifible or invifible. To
the vifible church on earth, belong all that have a vifible

and credible profeffion ; and it is meet for us to judge

that they are faints, as the apoflle fpeaks to the Philip-

pians, chap. i. 7. But we may be deceived ; we know
not the heart : therefore it concerns every profeffor to

examine himfelf.—The invifible church is known to God
only; Neverthelefs, the foundation of God ftandeth fire,

having this feal, The Lord knows them that are his
y

2 Tim. ii. 19. Well, but how mall I know myfeif to be

one of them ? Why, it follows, Let every one that nameth

the name of Chriftt
depart from iniquity. To be of the

hmlhold
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houjhoU of God, is not to be a member of the Presbyte-

rial government, nor a communicating member of iuch

a congregation ; but to be a member of drift,

Qulst. JVhat fort of a house is the church unto God?
Answ. As it is, 1. His dwelling-houfe ; of which

already : fo,

2. It is his pieafure-houfe ; for, The Lordtaketh pleafure

in his people. O wonderful

!

3. It is his treafure-houfe ; for, The hordes portion is

his people, and Jacob the lot of his inheritance : though

he cannot be enriched therewith, yet he reckons them
his riches, his jewels, which he will make up at the lad

day.

4. The church is alfo his magazine-houfe ; built for an

armoury, whereon hang a thoufand bucklers, all floields of
mighty men. God's church is his caftle ; and, Salvation

will God appoint for zvalls and bulwarks. Again,

5. It is his vejjel-houfe, wherein all the veflels of mer-

cy are bung ; and Chrifl: is the nail fafened in a fire

place, on which they hang, Ifa. xxii. 23, 24. Weak and

ftrong are there.

6. It alfo his banquetting-houfe, Song ii. 4. where he

and they feed together ; he feeds among the lilies, till the

day break : and he fups with them, and they zvith him,

Rev. iii. 20.

II. The next thing propofed, was, To hint at the na-

ture of that holinefs that is peculiar to the houfe of God.

Holiness, in the ordinary fenfe wherein it is attribut-

ed to the church and children of God, may be viewed,

1. In its definition. And, 1 think, it may be thus

defined, " A full renovation of our natures, into the
" image of God, through Jefus Chrift, by the holy Spi-

" lit." It is called a new birth, a new creation, a nezv

creature: If any man be in Chrifl Jefus, he is a new crea-

ture, 2 Cor. v. 21. We are his workmanfhip, created in

Chrifl Jefus unto good works. Ir is the triage of God,

who is holinefs itfelf. It is a grate ; yea, the conjunc-

tion and conftellation of all the graces. It is a duty, and

the fum and fubftance of all duty.

2. We may view it in its fpring ; it is neither natural

O o 2 nor
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nor acquired. It is not to be taken up by the ftrength

of reafon, nor the power of free-will, nor by the force

of conviction and refolution from within or without

:

nay, He that hath wrought us t& thefelf-fame thing is God.

It is not to be afcribed to the virtue of ordinances, nor
the worth of the inftruments, but to the powerful effici-

ency of the holy Spirit of God ; the fancYifying Spirit.

Art, nature, education, can do nothing here ; it is not

by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of God, I Cor.

vi. 1 1.

3. We may view it in the fubjecl of it, and that is the

believer in Chrifl, his whole man ; The God ofpeacefanc-

tify you wholly ; foul, body, and fpirit,, 1 Thef. v. 2. If

ye aik, Where is the feat of holinefs, in the head, or

the heart, or the confcience ; in the inward or outward
/ man ? We reply, The feat of holinefs is not in any one

J of them, but in all of them : it is a leaven that leavens

the whole lump. The holy man hath a fanctified en-

lightened underftanding, to difcern fpiritual things,

which before he underftood not ; a fan&ified will, in-

clining to fpiritual things, which before he hated ; 3
fandihed memory, to mind heavenly things, which be-

fore was only earthly ; a fanclified confcience, awaken-
ed to check for fin, and excite to duty ; a fanclified lip,

to fpeak of God, and to fpeak to him, and for him ; a
fan&ified life, to glorify God.

4. We may view it in the parts of it, which are too

;

a ceafmg to do evil, and a learning to do good. The for^

mer is the privative, and the latter the pofitive part of

it.—There is the privative part of holinefs, which is

called mortification ; that is, a heart purged from the

love of every fin, and a life purged from the practice of

every fin : fin is left in the heart, but is not loved nor
liked ; nay, it is hated and diiliked : it may remain,

but it cannot reign where holinefs is.—There is the po-

fiive part of holinefs, which is called vivifcation, or a

living unto God, by a life of dependance on him, and a

life of obedience to him. The man not only ceafes to

do evil, but he learns to do well. It is, in fhort, a walk-

ing with God) a walking in Chrifi, and a walking in the

Spirit*
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Spirit. After this hint of the nature of holinefs, I

proceed,

III. To the third thing, which was, To (hew that this

is the law of the houfe ; and why it is here ingeminate

and doubled, with a behold, this is the law of the houfe.

For clearing this head, you would confider three things

;

1. What law is it that is called the law of the houfe.

1. How holinefs is the law of the houfe. 3. The reafon

why this is redoubled.

\ft, What law it is that is called the law of the houfe.

For the clearing of this, ye would confider three laws

that the houfe of God hath always had fome concern

in.

1. There is a law from which the houfe is delivered ;

that is, the law of works, or the covenant of works

:

this is the law they are delivered from, Te are not under

the law, but under grace, Rom. vi. 14. They are not

under it, to be either juflified or condemned ; they are

neither under the command of it, to be juflified by their

obedience ; nor under the threatening of it, to be con-

demned for their difobedience. Their title to eternal

life (lands upon Chrift's doing and obedience ; therefore

they have nothing to do with the Do and Live of that

covenant : their fecurity from eternal death (lands upon
Chrift's dying and fuffering ; therefore they have no-
thing to do with the penalty of that covenant, Ifthou doefl

not, thou Jhalt die. Chrifl has delivered them from the

curfe of the law, being made a curfe for them. The law
of works required holinefs, indeed, in perfection ; but
in fuch a form, and under fuch a penalty, that, if there

were no other law but this, we finners and breakers of
this law, would be irrecoverably loft. By this law, ho-
linefs is loft, becaufe the law is violated ; and therefore,

by the deeds thereof, no flejh can be juflified in God's
fight : for finners to be juflified by works, or by the

law, is a contradiction ; the law can never juftify a

breaker of it, unlefs he hath a perfect righteoufnefs

from another quarter and fource than himfelf : There-
fore,

2. As there is a law from which the houfe is deliver-

ed,
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ed, viz. the law of works ; fo there is a law by which
the houfe is recovered and relieved, namely, the law of
faith> or the covenant of grace. Of both thefe laws,

which are clearly diftinguifhed by the apoflle, you read,

Rom. iii. 27.. Where is boajlingthen? it is excluded ; By
what law f of works t nay, but by the law offaith. This

law offaith is nothing elfe but the covenant ofgrace , and
the doclrine of the gofpel. In a word, it is the promife,

Gal. iii. 21. And it is called a law, both in oppofition

to the covenant of works, to fhow, that believers are

not under the law of works, but the law ofgrace ; and
alfo to ihew, that the free promifes of the gofpel are a

law that God makes to himfelf in the behalf of finners,

or an act of the parliament of heaven. Acts of grace

paft there require no condition on the Tinner's part, but

only of the Surety, whofe blood and righteoufnefs is the

condition of all the promifes of God ; which, therefore,

are faid to be Tea and Amen in Chrifl, to the glory of God.

And it is called a law offaith, becaufe the gofpel, pro-

perly, is not a law to be obeyed ; but a law to be be-

lieved. It is not a law of commands, to be fulfiled by
us ; but a law of promifes, to be fulfilled upon us, in a

way of free grace : and therefore, here nothing is to be
wrought or expected by works, but all things to be ex-

pected by grace, or believed upon the faithfulnefs of a

promifmg God ; To him that worketh not, but believeth

on him that juflifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteoufnefs, Rom. iv. 5.—This law offaith is fo much
the law of God's houfe, that this is the very law that

erects the houfe : it ftands upon the law of faith ; I

mean, upon the free promife of God, which is the ob-
ject and ground of faith.—All the privileges and immu-
nities of the houfe are owing to the law of faith.—By
the law of faith, or gofpel-promife, finners are warrant-

ed to come into the mod holy place, and fo they come
to be made the mod holy people.—In this law, holinefs

is promifed ; by it, holinefs is wrought.— In this law of

faith, faith itfelf is promifed, or grace and ftrength to

believe ; Thy people jhall be willing in the day of thy pow-
er, Pfalm ex. 3. When I am lifted up, I will draw all

men after me, John xii. 32. This abfolute promife is in-

definitely
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definitely difpenfed to finners, that they may look unto

and rely upon this conquering power and drawing grace

of God. By this law of faith, I fay, the houfe is de-

livered. Again,

3. There is a law by which the houfe is governed

;

namely, the law of love : I mean, the moral law, as it

is a rule of life and holinefs, not a rule of acceptance,

(this were to make it a covenant of works) but a rule of

obedience, in the hand of Chrift. This is the law,

which, by Mofes, is reduced to ten words, ten com-
mandments : and I call it a law of love, becaufe our

Lord Jefus reduced it into two words ; namely, love to

God, and love to our neighbour : And the apoftle reduced

it to one word, viz. Love ; The end of the commandment-

is love, 1 Tim. i. 5. And again, Love is thefulfilling of
the law, by which the houfe is governed. It may be
called a lazv of love, becaufe, as love is the ccrd, by
which God draws his houfhold to obedience ; fo love is

the motive that engages them to obey it : they obey, not

from flavifh fear, like thefe that are under the yoke of

the law, as a covenant : but love, which cafis out fear.

Chrift's 'joke is eafy, becaufe it is a loving yoke ; not

driving by violence, but drawing them kindly by the

cord of love in every duty ; not requiring rigoroufly,

under pain of death and damnation, but conitraining

fweetly with delight to do the will of God. It is not a

grievous law, requiring obedience, but giving no
ftrength, and feeking brick without ftraw ; but a graci-

ous law, lined with love and grace, promifing ftrength

to obey, working in them both to will and to do. Hence
his commandments are not grievous ; duties are not grava-

menous ; ordinances are not a heavy burden ; but ra-

ther like a chariot paved with love for the daughters of
Jerufalem. This is the law by which the houfe is

governed pleafantly and peaceably ; for he that hath the

government upon his Jlioulders, is the Prince ofpeace.

The consideration of thefe three laws may clear your
view about the law of the houfe : the law, from which
the houfe is delivered, is the law of works, or covenant
of works ; the law, by which the houfe is delivered and
recovered, is the law of faith, or covenant of grace

;

and
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and the law, by which the houfe is governed, is the

law of love, or moral law, as a rule in the hand of a

loving Jefus. Now, by the violation of the firft of thefe,

holinefs was loft ; by the publication of the fecond, ho-

linefs is reftored ; and by the promulgation of the

third, holinefs is required and eftablifhed as a rule, for

directing the houlhold in the way of holinefs. This

leads me,
idly, To thefecond queftion here, viz. How holiness

is the law of the houfe f For clearing this, it is neceflary

to remember, that the threefold, law that I have men-
tioned, is fitly prefented to us in the word of God.
For, by the firfl, we are convinced of our unholinefs

;

By the law is the knowledge offin. By thefecond, we are

enlightened to fee where holinefs is to be had, namely,

in the holy covenant, the holy Jefus, whom God hath

given to be the covenant of the people, as the gofpel de-

clares. By the third, we are direcled in the way of ho-

linefs. Thefirjl is not the law of the houfe ; for, they

are delivered from it ; only God makes ufe of it as a

mean fubfervient to bring Tinners to Chrift, or to bring

them to his houfe, where the only law is the two laft

;

the law of faith, and the law of love. Now, the fpiri-

tual houfe of Chrift is a holy building, where holy faith,

and holy obedience, comprehend all the holinefs of

the houfe : and, becaufe it is to be built up in the mojl

holy faith, therefore the law of faith, or covenant of

grace, is the law of the houfe, difcovering the object and
the ground of faith : and, becaufe it is to be built up
in a mofl holy obedience, therefore the law of love, or mo-
ral law, as a rule, is the law of the houfe, directing and

binding them to this obedience : in the former, holinefs

is promifed ; in the latter, holinefs is injoined.

i. As to the law of faith, or the gofpel, holinefs is

to be confidered as the privilege of the houfe ; and by
this law of faith it is viewed as a purchafed privilege, as

a promifed privilege, as a privilege freely conferred, and

a privilege freely continued.

2. As to the law of love, or moral law, holinefs is to

be confidered as the duty of the houfe : for, holinefs is

the.matter of the law \ holinefs is the end of it \ holinefs

is
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is the fum of it : it forbids nothing but unholinefs, it

requires nothing but holinefs ; As he that has called you

is holy, fo he ye holy in all manner ofconverfution ; becaufe

it is -written, Be ye holy, for I am holy, 1 Pet. i. 15. The
law of love muft be a holy law ; for, as all unholinefs

is comprifed in enmity to God and man, fo all holinefs

is comprifed in love to God and man.

^dly, The third queftion here was, Why is it ingemi-

nate and doubled f This is the law of the houfe ; Behold,

this is the law of the houfe : Why is it twice proclaimed

in the text ?

1. It imports, That this law of the houfe, refpecting ho-

linefs, is an indifpenfible law : therefore it is notified
;

and again notified with a behold, that none may pretend

ignorance. The moral law, materially confidered, is

eternally binding.

2. It imports, That ye are deaf and dull of hearing
;

or, hearing, we do not hear ; hut, like the deaf adder, flop

our ear at the voice of the charmer : and at the bell are

ready to forget that this is the law of the houfe. There-

fore we are affured of it again and again.

3. It imports, That there is danger in neglecting this

advertifement ; and, in being remifs and flack in the

fludy of holinefs, it endangers the houfe ; for, though
the houfhold of faith are all well intitled to heaven, and
well fecured from hell, yet the law of the houfe hath a

fan&ion fuitable to the children of the family ; If his

children forfake my law, and walk not in my judgments ;

if they break my Jlatutes, and keep mt my commandments :

then will I vift their tranfgrejfions with the rod, and their

iniquity with Jlrifes, Pfalm lxxxix. 30,—32. The rod

of God is terrible, even to his children.

4. It may import, That this is the beginning and the

end of true religion : therefore, that this is the law of
the houfe, is both at the beginning and the end of the

text. Here is the preface, This is the law of the houfe ;

here is the conclufion of the whole matter. Behold, this

is the law of the houfe. This boundary is fet round a-

bout the houfe of God ; and, holiness to the Lord,
muft be the motto of the houfe, from the top to the bot-

tom thereof. This leads,

Vol. V. Pp IV. To
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IV. To the fourth thing propofed, namely, The ex-

tent of this law of holinefs, Upon the top of the mountain,

the whole limit thereof round about pall he mofl holy. I

think, in general, this fpeaks out the univerfality of that

holinefs God calls for in his houfe.—It mould be univer-

fal /w/?/V#/'i;£/y, the whole heart, and all the faculties of

the foul, fhould be engaged in the ftudy of holinefs

;

we are to love the Lord our God, with all our hearty foul,

flrength, and mind.—It fhould be univerfal objectively,

with refpect to all the commands of God ; Then fhall I
not be afhamed, when Ihave refpetl to all thy commandments,

without exception, without limitation.— It mould be u-

niverfal intcnfwely, with the utmoft intenfenefs of foul,

Following the Lord with full purpofe of mind : Ifaid, I
will take head to my way : I have fwom, and I will per-

form it, That I will keep thy righteous judgments.—And
it mull be univerfal exienfively, with refpecl to all times

and feafons, companies and occafions, places and cir-

cumftances. The law of the houfe binds to holinefs

univerfal in all thefe refpecls.

But more particularly, the extent of this holinefs in

the houfe of God, as/ here exprelfed, Upon the top of

the mountain, the whole limit thereof round about, feems

to me to import an univerfality, refpecling every thing

that relates to the houfe of God, the church of God

:

the expreffion fuits the Old-teftament difpenfation, while

the material temple Hood upon the top of the mountain;

but the gofpel-meaning thereof, as it refpe&s the New-
teftament church, feems to be, that every thing about

God's houfe, from the top to the bottom, fhall he mofl holy,

as becomes the fpiritual temple of God. It fays,

i. That all the officers fhall be mod holy ; minifters,

elders, deacons ; all that bear any veflels in God's houfe

;

Be ye clean, ye that hear the veffels of the Lord, Ifa. lii. 1 1.

And hence, when God comes to purge and purify his

church, he is faid particularly to purify the fans of Levi,

Mai. iii. 3. Surely we, whofe office is to go up to the

top of the mount, ought to have holy feet to tread fuch

a holy place ; that it may be faid of us, How beautiful,

on the mountains, are the feet of them that preach the gof-

pel ofpeace! Alas! many officers in God's houfe among
God
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us, that have mod of the beauty of holinefs about them,

God is fail taking them away. He feems to be taking

away the gold and filver, and leaving the drofs ; and,

when he is taking down fuch as were props and pillars

in the houfe, what mall we think, but that the houfe is

like to fall about our ears, and heavy judgments at the

door, when the righteous are taken away from the evil to

come! But,

2. It fays, that all the members of the houfe (hall be

mod holy, all the children of the family ; Say ye to the

daughter of Zion, Behold, thy falvation cometb ; and they

Jhall call them the moft holy people, the redeemed of the

Lord, Ifa. lxii. 11. Every inhabitant of the houfe, e-

very believer, every member of Chrift, every profeffor

of Chrift, every one that nameth the name of Chrift, muft

depart from iniquity. It fays, that, not only minifters

mould be holy, but people mould be holy ; not only the

top of the mount, but the whole limit thereof round about.

All that enter within the walls of Zion muft be holy, o-

therwife they are not indwellers, like children ; but only

incomers, like dogs ; that fhall be banifhed out with

difgrace, and never admitted to the higher houfe.

3. It fays, That all the courts and judicatories of the

houfe mould be moil holy ; Synods moft holy, and Ge-
neral Aflemblies of the houfe, moft holy ; Upon the top

ofthe mount, the whole limit thereof round about. When
thefe courts and judicatories of the houfe, or Aifemblies

of the church, whether inferior or fuperior ones, are

moft holy, and purged with the fpirit ofjudgment, and

fpirit of burning, then they are intitled to Heaven's pro-

tection ; The Lord will create upon every dwelling-place

in mount Zion, and upon her affemblies, a cloud andfmoke

by day, and the fhining of aflaming fire by night, Ifa. iv.

4, 5. But when in days of degeneracy, corruption,

and defection, like ours *, they become moft unholy,

then they are expofed to ruin and defolation.

* At the time when this Sermon was preached, matters, both in the church

and ftate, were in a moft deplorable condition : error in principle, and im-

morality in pra&ice, every where abounding; a relifh for true religion, and

genuine piety much on the decline ; a deviating from attained-to Reformation-

purity, and a falling from firft love, greatly upon the increafe.

P p 2 4- It
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4. It fays, That all the acls and ftatutes of the houfe

are to be moft holy. And indeed the ads of Affemblies

and Judicatories of the church are to be regarded only

according to their holinefs, and agreeablenefs to the holy

word cf God; To the law and to the tejlimony ; if they

/peak not according to this word, it is hecaufe there is no

light in them, Ifa. viii. 20. Acts ilfued even from the

top of the mountain, if they be not according to the law
of the houfe, are to be rejected, oppofed, and protefted

againfl, as the commandments of men, and not the

commandments of God ; In controverfy they fhall /land

in judgment, and they /halljudge it according to my judg-

ments ; and they [ball keep my lazvs and my jlututes in all

mine affemblies, Ezek. xliv. 23, 24. And, indeed, it is

but a difmal time, when the children of Zion are obliged

to plead with their mother, and even proieft againfl

her acts and ftatutes. *

5. It fays, That all the forms and ordinances of the

houfe be moft holy ; I mean, the form of doctrine, the

form of worfhip, the form of difcipline, the form of

This was a very remarkable year in the church, and gave asra to a very
memorable event, viz. the Secession. Our Author here has his eye upon
the conduct of the AfTembly this year, [viz. i 73 z.] He ufually noticed any
remarkable tranfactions that occurred at the time when he compofed and de-
livered his difcourfes : And therefore, as a key to this, and fome other fimilar
paffages, both in this and fome fubfequent difcourfes, it may not be improper
briefly to open up the matter. The church was, at this time, in imminent
danger; for, not only a pernicious fcheme of Arian, Arminian, Socinian, and
Neonomian doctrine was prevailing, but feveral arbitrary Acts and Dtcifions
had been framed and paffed in the Supreme Judicatory, and the Lord's heritage
much opprefTed and grieved, by the fettlement of reclaiming and difienting
congregations. To clear up the paffage now before us, we may obftrve, that
the Afkmbly's conduct, this year was very fingular and extremely arbitrary, in
a double refpect.—Several Ministers, [forty-two in number] among whom
our Author was one, gave in a fubferibed Reprefentation to the Affembly, for
the rediefs of many of the fleps of defection which the church had gone into.

This Reprefentation, though juft in itfelf, was refufed fo much as a hearing
by the Aflembly; whereupon fuch of the Minifters as were prefent, offered a
proteft for their exoneration, which was alfo refufed to be marked. There was
a petition of the fame nature, figned by many hundred Elders and ChrifHan
people given in to the fame Aflembly, and fhared the fame fate.—The AiTembly
did not fift here, but paffed an Act concerning the planting of vacant churches,

which lodged the dedGve power of electing Minifters, in a conjunct meeting
Of elders and heritors, (and fo depriving the Chriftian people of their juft
right) no other qualification being required of faid heritors but their being
Protejlants^ however much difaffected to the government both in church and
ftate. This was matter of deep regret to many, and truly afflicting to feveral
Minifters, who accordingly protefted againft the Aflembly ; fome of whom were
afterwards feverely fentenced, for their faithfully teftifying againfl thefe cor-
ruptions and incroachments.

govern-
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government, that they be according to the fcripture

pattern ; as it was faid to Mofes concerning the form of

the tabernacle, Look that thou make it after the pattern

that -was Jhewed thee in the mount, Exod. xxv. 40. com-

pared with A&s vii. 44. Heb. viii. 5. The do&rine,

found and lively ; worfhip, pure and fpiritual ; discip-

line, pure and impartial ; and government, beautiful

and orderly, is the outward glory of the church : and

God hath faid, Upon all the glory thereJhall he a defence,

Ifa. iv. 5. But in fo far as the fences are taken away, in

as far is the glory departed from Ifrael, and the ark of
Cod taken by the Philiflines, within or without the houfe.

The holinefs of doctrine, worfhip, difcipline, and go-

vernment of the houfe, comprehending the top of
the mount, and the whole limit thereof ought to be de-

fended, and contended for, that it be not fpoiled, cor-

rupted, and defaced by thefe who make themfelves fa-

mousfor lifting up hammers and axes upon the carved work;

and the rather, that the church of Scotland, particular-

ly, has been fo often in our Reformation-days folemnly

fworn, by National Covenant, to the defence thereof,

againil all anti-chriitian, unfcriptural, and unholy forms

and orders whatfoever.

6. It fays, That all the chambers and rooms of the

houfe mould be moil holy ; I mean, all the ordinances of

the houfe, whether public, or private, or fecret ; which

are like fo many chambers and rooms of the houfe to be

kept clean and moil holy ; for, He will he janfrified of
all them that come nigh him. Lev. x. 3. The outer rooms
and public chambers of folemn ordinances, word, and
facraments ; the more private chambers of fpiritual

conference and family-worihip ; and the fecret cham-
bers of retired devotion, the chamber of meditation,

the chamber of prayer, mall all be moil holy, and oc-

cupied in the moil holy manner. Not only all the pub-

lic rooms, but all the fecret cloiets of the houfe fhall be

moil holy ; not only the top of the mount, but the whole

limit thereofround about ; whatever part of the houfe we
enter, is to be moil holy, in the exercife of faith, love,

and all the holy graces of the Spirit, and in fpiritual

endeavours, through grace, to get all that are about

the
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the houfe made holy, and all things that are within the

houfe, and without the houfe, and round about the

houfe, the top of the mounts the whole limit thereof round

about ; this is the law of the houfe. The Lord knows
how little it is obferved now

!

V. The next thing propofed, was, To touch a little

at the privilege of accefs to the moji holy place. This be-

ing a fpecial part of the gofpel that lies in the text, hid

under this Old-teftament phrafe ; I would open it up in

thefe two or three remarks.

i. " That accefs to the mofi holy place', is nothing elfe

" but accefs to the moft holy God ; and, therefore, it is

u the moft glorious privilege that a fmner can be ad-
" vanced unto." The fan&uary, or holy of holies in

the Old-teftament temple, was a fymbol and type of the

gracious prefence of God ; and to come to that, was to

come to God : and the holy of holies is, in the New Tef-

tament, called a throne of grace', Heb. iv. 1 6. And
what is it to come to ' the throne of grace, or mercy-

feat, but juft to come to a merciful God, a gracious

God in Chrift? Therefore it is there faid, Let us come

boldly to the throne ofgrace, that we may obtain mercy and

findgrace to help in time ofneed. Where will we find mercy
or grace, but with a merciful and gracious God ? This

is then the moft holy place to which there is accefs.

Remark i. " That accefs to the moft holy place is

" by the blood ofJe/us." The priefts, under the law,

went into the holy place with blood of bulls and goats ;

but Chrifl i our High-prieft, having entered, by his own
bloody into the holy place, Heb. ix. 12. We have boldnefs

to enter into the holiefl by the blood of ye/us, Heb. x. 1 9.

that is, in the faith of his blood ; a juftice-fatisfying

blood, and fm-expiating blood : even we guilty finners

have freedom to come to a juft and holy God, and

boldnefs to exped grace and glory, as the purchafe of

that blood ; even that blood which is God-glorifying,

fmner-fanc"tifying, heaven-purchafing.

Remark 3. " That accefs to the moft holy place is

" the privilege of the whole church." The whole family,

all within the houfe, have accefs either proclaimed or

obtain-
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obtained : All within the vifible church, though but in

the outer court, have accefs proclaimed ; fVhofoever

will, let him come. And all within the church invifible,

viz. Believers, being in the inner-court, have accefs

obtained, and daily admimon to the holy place. On-
ly the high - pried under the law had accefs to the

holy place, and that once a year only ; but now all

believers being a royal-prieflhood, and made kings and
priefts unto their God, have accefs, not once a-year,

Heb. ix. 7. nor once a month ; but, perhaps, once a-

week, oncea-day; yea, feveral times a-day
; perhaps,

twenty times in one communion-day ; even as oft as

they get grace to act faith upon a God in Chrifl. This

privilege of the whole church is here reprefented by the

top of the mount, and the whole limit thereof round about,

having the privilege of the holy place.

' Remark 4. " The privilege of accefs to the mofl
" holy place, is not only now extended to all perfons
" within the houfe, but alfo every where, in all places
" where the church or children of God are." Not only

the top of the mount, but the whole limit round about, is

the mofl holy place. Under the law, only the fancluary

was the mofl holy, but under the gofpel the whole
mountain fhall be fo, and the whole limit thereof round a-

bout ; in as much as, where-ever the believer is, in pub-
lic or in fecret, there he hath accefs to the moil holy

place, the mofl holy God ; according to what our Lord
faid to the woman of Samaria, John iv. 21. Woman, be-

lieve me, the hour cometh, when ye fhall neither In this

mountain, nor yet at Jerufalem, worfhip the Father ; but

the true worfhippers every where fhall worfhip him in fpi-

rit and in truth. The holy place was formerly hid in a
corner of the temple ; for, the holy God hid himfelf

in a corner, as it were, under the dark difpenfation

:

but now the holy place, the holy God, is every where
to be feen, and enjoyed in Chrifl. The vail of the temple

is rent in twain, by the death of Chrifl ; and the holy

of holies is expofed, that whofoever will may come and
fee, come and partake, come and enjoy God through
Jefus Chrifl, through whom the door of accefs is opened
to us Gentiles, as well as it was to the Jews -, Through

him



308 The Lanv of God's H&ufe. Ser.LXXXII.
him we both have accefs t by one Spirit, unto the Father,

Eph. ii. 8. The mod holy place is not now confined to the

the top of the mountain, 'where the temple flood, but ex-

tended to the whole mountain, and the whole limit thereof

round about. This is the law of the houfe, the privilege

of the houfe, according to the law of faith, or covenant

of grace, wherein the grace ofGod, that bringeth fahation,

hath appeared unto all men. O has it fo appeared unto

you this day, as that you find that you have got accefs

to the moft holy place ! Then furely you are obliged

to be the moft holy people. Hence,

VI. The fixth head propofed, was, To fhow, that

this privilege of accefs to the moft holy place, obliges the

whole houfhold of God, that are thus privileged, to be

the moft holy people. This grace of God that hath ap-

peared to all men, does not, cannot lead to licentiouf-

nefs, but teaches to deny all ungodlinefs and worldly lujls ;

and to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this prefent

world, Tit. ii. u, 12. This privilege of accefs to the

moft holy place brings us, not only under greater obli-

gations to holinefs than Pagans, that are far from the

moft holy place ; not only under greater obligations to

holinefs than profeffors, who only are admitted to the

outer-court, and not to the moft holy place ; and not

only under greater obligations to holinefs than Jews,
who were only admitted, by their high-prieft, to the

holy place in the material temple ; but alfo it lays us un-

der greater obligations to holinefs than Adam in a ftate

of innocency, fuppofe we were as innocent as he was
before the fall, and that the covenant of works were on

the field, promifmg life to our perfect obedience ; for,

when you are admitted to the moft holy place, then you
fee everlafting righteoufnefs, and perfecl: obedience

wrought to your hand, and eternal life purchafed to

your hand ; and therefore are obliged, by the law of

love and gratitude, to ferve the God that hath faved

you, and not to work hard for your life. And which

of thefe are the ftrongeft ties to love and obedience,

namely, to find God faying, Do, and do perfectly, and

you fhall have eternal life for vour pains ? Or n to find

God
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God giving you life, falvation, righteoufnefs, and all in

Chrift ; and, from the faith thereof, kindling love in

your foul, and conftraining you to ferve him in gratU

tude ? If this be the ftrongeft obligation to holinefs,

then believers in Chrift are under ftronger obligations

to holinefs than ever Adam was in a (late of innocency.

Accefs to the moil holy place obliges us to be the

mod holy people, both effectively and argumenta-

tively.

1. Effectively and powerfully ; for, when one hath ac-

cefs to the mod holy place, then he fees the glory of

God ; and, Beholding this glory, he is changed into the

fame image, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit ofthe Lord,

2 Cor. hi. 18. Thus, what the law teaches preceptive-

ly, the gofpel teaches effectively. It is faid of thefe that

are mounted to the upper ftory of the houfe of God, to

heaven, they are like him, becaufe they fee him as he is.

Being come to the moil holy place, they fee the raoft

holy God, and are made like him in holinefs. This
privilege is commenced in the lower houfe : the more
that believers fee the mod holy God in the mod holy

place, or the glory of God in the face of Chrift, the

more they are like unto him. When they come boldly to

the throne ofgrace, or to the holy of holies, then they ob-

tain mercy, and find grace to help them, and grace to

flrengthen them in all the duties of holinefs. All their

holinefs comes from that moft holy place, to which they

have accefs. And thus it obliges them to holinefs, fweet-

ly, powerfully, neceffarily, and effectively.

2. Argumentatively', it obliges them to be the moft

holy people ; for, accefs to the moft holy place furnilhes

them with an argument drawn from equity ; JVhat

!

fhall we, that are dead to fin, live any longer therein t

Rom. vi. 2. Have we, by accefs to God, got a dead
ftroak given to the tyrant fin ? and, (hall we return to

flavery ? Godforbid, Accefs to the moft holy place fur-

nilhes with an argument drawn from gratitude ; Shall I
thus recfuite the Lord, O foolifo and unwifef Is not he

my Father that hath bought me f Deut. xxxii. 6. Has he

allowed me accefs to him, and fhall I fburn at fuch bow-
els, and fpit on the face of fuch love ?—At the moft ho-

Voi. V. Qjj iy
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ly place the man fees that there is mercy with God that

he may be feared and obeyed, and fo is encouraged to

duty ; and there he fees that it is God that worketh in

him both to will and to do : there he fees that the law he

is under, is not a law of works, but a law of love, where

all the commands are love-commands ; Ifye love me,

keep my commandments ; and the threatenings, love-threa-

tenings, not of vindictive wrath, but of fatherly difplea-

fure. The law-threatening of hell, and vindictive wrath,

works wrath and enmity, which is the height of difobe-

dience ; while the man fears that God will damn him,

he flees from God as an enemy : but gofpel threaten-

ings, if we may fo call them, work upon love, and in-

flame it, while the believer fears, in a filial manner,

faying, " O 1 lhall I incur my Father's difpleafure, and
" provoke him to hide his face, and deny me that gra-

" cious prefence of his, which is even a heaven upon
" earth to me ?"—At the mofl holy place, the believer

fees God clothed with a garment of fahation, compafTed

with love and grace, and riding, as it were, in the cha-

riot of a free gracious promife ; not a promife of life

upon our doing, but a promife of grace to do, and of

glory to crown our doing ; and of grace and glory both,

as the reward of Chrifl's doing all.—In a word, when
we have accefs to the mofl holy place, we fee the place

encircled with blood, the mercy -feat fprinkled with blood,

and that by this blood the infinite juftice of God is fully

fatisfied, and that we have to do with him as a recon-

ciled God and friend ; and therefore our obligation is

not under the authority of an angry Judge, but the au-

thority of a loving Father, teflifying his everlafling love

to us, by drawing with loving-kindnefs : and mail we
not kindly run, when thus kindly drawn ? Why
then, this privilege of accefs to the mofl holy place, lays

us under the ftrictefl and ftrongeft obligation to be the

mofl holy people. And^ behold, this is the law of the

houfe : the bond of love is the flrongefl bond.

VII. I come now to the application of the fubjecl.

And we (hall apply it, in the firfl place, by deducing a

few inferences for information. Is it fo, that unherfal

holine/}
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bolinefs is fo much the ejlablifbed law of God's houfe, that

the whole family, being privileged with accefs to the mofl

holy place, are under the ftrongeft obligation to be the mofl

holy people f Then,
1. Hence fee, that God's houfe is not a lawlefs houfe,

and believers- in Chrift are not without law to God, hut

under the law to Chrift ; as the apoftle expreffes it. The

doclrine ofgrace is no doctrine of licentioufnefs : though

many reproach gofpel-do&rine with a flourifh of words,

in their harangues on morality, under pretence of put-

ting honour upon the law, while yet they neither under-

ftand law nor gofpel, but miferably confound and blend

them together. Do we make void the lazu through faith?

Are we lawlefs Antinomians *, becaufe we declare the

freedom of the houfe from the law of works ? Alas

!

many, in their ignorant zeal for this law, difcover their

little acquaintance with the law of the houfe.

2. Hence fee, that if univerfal holinefs be the law of

the houfe, becaufe of the univerfal accefs there is to the

holy place ; then, howfew appear to be of the houfhold of

God in our day, which is a day of univerfal unholinefs,

univerfal wickednefs, univerfal profanity and impiety.

Oh ! how few in our day go in to the mod holy place,

fince few appear to be a mofl holy people 1 Where
there is no accefs to the mofl holy place, there is no

holinefs : where little accefs, little holinefs.

3. Hence fee, the difference betwixt the covenant of

works and the covenant of grace, in refpect of the place

that holinefs hath in the one and the other. The for-

mer, being Do, and live ; therein duty opens the door

to privilege/ and man behoved firft to be holy, before

he could be admitted to the holy place : but the latter,

being Live, and do ; therein privilege opens the door

to duty, and men muft firft have accefs to the holy place,

before they can be a holy people ; for they muft firft

come to Chrift, or to God in Chrift, which is the holy

* It was formerly noticed, Vol. I. p. 138. Vol. II. p. 304, 395. Vol. III.

p. 46. that a legal turn of mind, and ftrain of preaching was much upon the

increafe in Scotland: and the patrons and promoters hereof, boldly accufed

and virulently lampooned the champions for, and defenders of, the dodtrine

of grace, as enemies to the law, and friends to licentioufnefs.

Qjl 2 of
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of holies, and from hence bring all their holinefs. That
is one of the reafons why gofpel-minifters preach fo

much upon gofpel-privileges, and upon faith in Chrift

entering into the holy place, becaufe this faith works
by love, and is the root of all true holinefs ; for, when
faith looks into the moil holy place, there it fees the

law hidden in the ark, Jefus Chrift, and fafely kept

there ; and the believer finds, that, by lying in the warm
bofom of Chrift, it is turned into a law of love.

4. Hence fee, That it is not fafe to be without the

church ofGod: for, as it is the houfe where God dwells,

and it is beft dwelling where God dwells ; fo there is

accefs to the moil holy place to be found there, upon

the top of the mount, and the whole limit thereof round a-

bout. As long as God dwells in a church, and gives

evidence of his prefence in thefe ordinances, let us blefs

him for the day of fmall things, and wait upon him, who
yet hides himfelf, in many refpects, from the houfe ofJa-
cob. Let us pity thofe who are without the church

:

for, without are dogs, and they can have no view of the

holy place ; and, where no vifion is, the people peri/Jj.

And pity thefe who are only within the outer walls of

the church, in the outer court, and never got grace to

enter into the moft holy place ; and alfo thefe who have

been within, and have gone out, and feparate from the

church ; I mean, even feparatifts from the church of

Scotland, fome upon a kind of Independent footing, and
others affecting novelties, betaking themfelves to Eng-
lifh popifh ceremonies, and new modes of worfhip. At
the fame time many true friends to Prefbytery are on
the very borders of feparating from this eftablifhed

church, upon a difguft at the defections of the day ;

and it is to be lamented that many ftumbling-blocks

have been laid in peoples way : and it is fure, when a

particular church, like Romifh Babylon, comes to be
wholly corrupt, then that rule for feparation will hold,

Come out from among them, my people. This was what
juftified our glorious Reformation from Popery. In this

cafe, it is not a (infill feparating from the church of God,
but a dutiful feparating from the chapel of the devil.

And I own, that, as matters ftand at prefent in the church

of
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of Scotland, we feem to be on the very brink of a

fchifm : but, whatever tendernefs I defire to mow to

weak confciences, in many circumflances, I have never,

as yet, feen ground to preach feparation *, whatever

ground I fee to teflify againfl the corruptions and de-

fections of the day, 1 hope God hath not yet left the

houfe; he is yet to be found in thefe gallaries of his

houfe, the ordinances of his worfhip. Mean time, I

have a concern particularly for thefe that are mourning

over the defections and defilements of the houfe, and
keeping the cleaned rooms they can find therein, and
whofe lot is to have officers obtruded upon them, and

have not the gofpel, but the law, or mere moral ha-

rangues, preached to them ; and I defire to pray they may-

be directed to their duty in an evil day. This leads me to

A word of lamentation, which is the next ufe I would
make of the doctrine. Even on a communion-day,
when we are holding communion in the houfe of God,
we may lament the diforders and irregularities therein,

contrary to the law of the houfe. Surely the houfe of

God in our day is a ruinous houfe, and needs to be re-

paired and reformed. If this be the law of the houfe,

that every member, every part, every room of the houfe

be mofl holy ; then furely the law of the houfe is broken
and violate in our day ; for we may fee the reverfe of

this law, even unholinefs, upon the top of the mountain^

* Our Author, at this time, was not Co clear for withdrawing from the pre-

sent Judicatories, as he afterwards came to be. And, indeed, all the habile

methods had fcarcely as yet been ufed within doers, by Reprefentations, Pe-

titions, Remonftrances, Expostulations, and Protcftations : but when all thefe

Were ufed to no valuable purpofe, and a deaf ear lent to them ; n y, Sentences

1 inflicted for fo doing, he law juft ground to withdraw from the pref< nt corrupt

Judicatories, while carrying on a courfe of detection ; but never did feparate

from the church of Scotland in her Confutation. We have his full lVntiments

on this head, in his Secellion from the Judicatories, about five years after this

:

in which, after ftating the nature and grounds of his SecefTion, we have thefe

words; * So that, (fays our Author, adopting the fentiments of an eminent
4 Light in this church) here is no fcparation from the church of Scotland, ei-

* ther in her doctrine, worfhip, difciplinc, or government; but rather a cleav-
4 ing more clofely thereto, by departing or goiug forth from her backflidings
' and defections, as we arc commanded by the Lord, and from fome Judicato-
* ries, becaufe of thefe; and only a negative, paffive, and conditional with-
* drawing; not importing any resolution never to join with them in any cir-

* cumfrancc, hut a prefent refufing to follow the declining part of the church,
* while carrying on thefe deferens, and a choofing rather to fland ftill and
* cleave to that part, though fmalrer, that is endeavouring to reuiu and maia-
* tain a covenanted Reformation.'

and
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and the whole limit thereof round about. Behold, this is

the fad date of the houfe : and, fince you cannot be
duly concerned with knowing the circumftances of it, I

fhall hint a little at the vifible defects of the vifible part

of the houfe among us.

i . Oh 1 where is perfonal holinefs (to begin at home)
among the vifible members of the houfe ! The law of

faith, or the covenant of grace, proclaiming accefs to

the moft holy place, is the law of the houfe ; and yet,

alas 1 how little faith is in the houfe ! how little believ-

ing or entering into the holieji by the blood of Jefus ! The
law of love, or moral law, as a rule of obedience, is

the law of the houfe ; but, Oh ! how little love to God
or man ifTuing from that faith ! Does not iniquity abound

\

and the love ofmany wax cold? There is little to be feen

of faith's working by love, but much to be feen of

hatred working by unbelief.—It is the law of that houfe,

that we love one another ; but, behold, how many are

devouring one another, through malice, envy, pride,

and contention !—It is the law of the houfe, more parti-

cularly, that we have no other god but the moft holy God ;

that we perform no other worfhip, but moft holy worfhip

;

that we reverence his name, as the moft holy name

;

that we fan&ify his Sabbath, for a moft holy reft all the

day.— It is the law of the houfe, that we be moft holy

in every relative capacity andftation; that we be, accord-

ing to our place, holy magiftrates, holy minifters, holy

parents, holy children, holy mafters, holy fervants.

—

It is the law of the houfe, that there be no murder, in

thought, word, or deed : no whoredom, in thought,

word, or deed? no falfe witnelfes, no covetous heart in

the houfe ; nothing but the moft holy place, and the

moft holy people : but, ah ! where is the fpirit of holi-

nefs ? Where is the exercifes of holy graces, holy faith,

holy love, holy penitency ? Where is holy preaching,

holy hearing, holy finging, holy praying, holy commu-
nicating, holy walking ? I fuppofe, when matters are

thoroughly canvafled, and ferioufly confidered, there is

little to be found among us, but unholy thoughts, un-

holy words, unholy actions ; and little holy lamenting

over our unholinefs. Again.

2. If
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2. If we look to the public, may we not find matter

of lamentation ? While it is the law of the houfe of the

God of heaven, that nothing be done therein but according

to the will of the God ofheaven ; yet many things are done

contrary to his will.—It is the law of the houfe, that the

houfe be kept in repair, and do not ly wafte ; but, behold

the walls are broken down, and the carved work de-

molished.— It is the law of the houfe, that none be rec-

koned members of the family but thefe that are a holy na-

tion, a royal priejlhood, a fpiritual people, 1 Pet. ii. 9. ;

at lead, with reference to the vifible church, that they

have a vifible and credible profeffion : it is not thefe

that have wordly lordfhips, lairdfhips, and heritages, that

have, upon this account, any title to be the members
of ChrifVs fpiritual houfe and kingdom ; for, his king-

dom is not of this world ; his houfe is diftincl therefrom :

fuch may be members of God's houfe, but not as they

are lords, lairds, heritors, gentles, nobles ; fome fuch may
be called of God into his houfe, but not many noble, not

many great men are called, 1 Cor. i. 26. Not many flock-

ed with worldly riches, or worldly wifdom : yet fuch,

under the name of heritors, if they be but proteftants in

profeflion, though they were pagans in practice, feem,

in our day, to be declared members of God's fpiritual

houfe. But, notwithstanding, it is the law of the houfe of

God, Acts i. 23, 26. vi. 3. xiv. 23. as Xn^oTovriffttvra,

the original word here demon ftrates, that only the true

member of the family, wherein every member is a

majler, a king, and a prieft to his God, mould chufe

out from among them, by common fuffr-age, the fervants

and officers of the houfe. And, indeed, it is the law of

every houfe, that no fervant be obtruded upon them by
foreigners, againft the mind of the houfe, or againft the

will of the family ; much more is it the law of God's
houfe, that neither prince, patron, nor heritor, as denomi-
nate only from their temporal eftate, fhould have power
over God's fpiritual houfe, in chufing and electing of their

fpiritual fervants and officers, to the excluding of the voice

and vote of the proper members of the family? yet this law
of the houfe is manifeftly violated by fome late acts in

our
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our day*.— Again, it is the law of the houfe, that the

doclrine of the gofpel be maintained with zeal, and dam-
liable doctrine be rejected with indignation

;
yet, how

much gofpel-docVine hath been condemned and darken-

ed in our day t ; and damnable doctrine, fuch as that

of Arianifm, ilenderly cenfured % \ and many corrupti-

ons in do&rine either looked over and tolerated, or not

fufficiently teftified againft, and that in a time when the

houfe within is polluted with a boundlefs toleration of

errors without doors ?—It is the law of the houfe, that

the oath of God be inviolably maintained, and nothing

contrary to it be admitted or allowed
;

yet, how have

our folemn oaths to the great God and matter of the

houfe, W2. our Covenants, both national and folemn

league, been folemnly violate, broken, burnt, and bu-

ried, and a multitude of linful and unneceflary oaths re-

ceived and allowed in the room thereof ?—It is the law

of the houfe, that the worfbip of God be mod holy, and

agreeable to the word and will of God ; and that no

threfhold be fet up befides his threfhold, and pofts by bis

fofls^ Ezek. liv. 8. And yet behold abjured fuperftitious

worfhip, and Englifh popifh ceremonies fet up in feveral

places of the nations ; and the guilt hereof is chargeable

upon the houfe, in as far as it is not duly regreted, and

fo far as pothole remedied.—It is the law of the houfe,

that the difcipline therein do not degenerate into cruelty

towards the children of the family ; and yet, what ground

to complain, in our day of ecclcfiaftical tyranny exercif-

ed towards the people of God, in fettling many con-

gregations ? And thus Chrift, in his members, is wound-
ed in the houfe of his friends, and his poor defpifed peo-

* Our author here, without doubt, has his eye upon the act df parliamer^

made in the i<sth year of Q^ Anne's reign, Rcftcrhig Patronage ; and the act of

afiembly, i73x, concerning the Planting of Vacant Cb-;nhes. Though it be

confonant both to fcripture and reafon, and the practice of the church of Scot-

land, fince the Reformation, that the Lord's people, or multitude of difciples,

have a right to choofe their fpiritual guides, [Acts i. 13. z6. vi. 3. xiv. 13.] yet

thefe acts denudes the Chrifiian people of this liberty to elect their fpiritual

overfeers; the firft, by lodging the power folely in the hinds of the patron; and

the next, by vetting heritors and elders with the alone right of election.

f It is probable, our Author means the Acts of Afiembly, annis 17x0. t7 li «

condemning the doctrine of the Marrow of Modern Divinity. See above, Vol. I-

p. Z38. Vol. II. p. 304, 305.

\ This hath a reference to the proeefs againft profeTor Simfon
3
formerly

briefly cleared up, Vol. If. p. 4<5<J. Vol IV. p. 148.

pie
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pie obliged to fay of the watchmen, They fmote me9
they

wounded me, they took away my vail from me,— It is the

law of the houfe, that the government therein be beauti-

ful, orderly, and holy ; and that the feveral under-go-

vernors of the houfe have an orderly walk and converia-

tion, both in their private families and in their public

managements ; and that they be clean that hear the vef

felsoftheLord: yet, how many officers and ciders in

the church live very loofly, and neglect the worfhip of

God in their families ? And fome of them (it in our na-

tional aifemblies, that yet join with the church of Eng-

land in their fuperftitious worfhip, when in that nation,

to the reproach of the prefbeterial profeflion.— It is the

law of the houfe, t\i2Xfafts and thankfgivings be appoint-

ed therein, when providence calls for it ; and yet, how is

this turned into defuetude, and the church lofing ground

andfeemingto give up with, inftead of aiferting and exert-

ing her intrinfic power; and feemingly furrendering it to

the hand of the civil magiftrate, whofe power ought not

to be privative, but cumulative, in this matter? Secular

power, and fpiritual, in a Chriftian land, ought to be fweet-

ly fubfervient one to another, but ought ought not to be

blended or confounded together, nor deitrucYive one

of another.—It is the law of the houfe, that the Lord and

King of the houfe be exalted, and that his royal head-

fhip and fovereignty be alferted, in oppofition to all that

affume to themfelves a fovereignty, in all caufes, civil

or ecclefiaftical t ;
yet this duty hath been fearfully ne-

glected, and the Lord of the houfe many ways affronted

in his own family.—It is the law of the houfe, that fince

God orders his own children to plead with their mother,

when any confufion takes place in the family, in order

to the redreffing of what is grievous ; that the mother

regard the pleading, and redrefs accordingly : and yet,

when the children have done fo in our day, me hath

given a deaf ear, and deeper wounds *, inftead of favour-

t Alluding to the wicked Ac! of Supremacy, made Anno 1 66 1, after Charles II.'s

Reftoration, declaring him head over all pcrfons, and in all caitfes, civil and
ecclefiaftic. Inconfiftent both with the Scriptures and our Standards. See Conf.

Faith, ch. 30. §. 1, z. ch. 15. § 6. ch. 13. §. 3. with the fcriptures quoted.
* Our Author here, no doubt, alludes both to the condu&'of the aflembly,

Aonis 17x0, 173%.—By the firft, [viz. 17*0.] the afiembly, by their fifth a&,
concerning the Marrow, condemn a bundle of proportions, containing doc-

Vol. V. R r able



3 1 8 The Law of God's Houfe. Se r . LXXXil.
able anfwers. O, if this may fet them a-pleading with

their Father in heaven, who hath laid, When he builds

up Zion, he will appear In his glory, and he will regard

the prayer of the definite , and not defpife their prayer

:

this fhall be written for the generations to come, and the

people which fhall be createdfhall praife the Lord.—In a

Avord, it is the law of the houfe, that there be no fchifm
nor divifion there, becaufe, a houfe divided againfl itfelf

cannot jland ; and yet, how many divifions take place?

and, how many grounds are daily laying down for fchifm,

and matter of offence given by multiplied receffions from
reformation-principles and practices? Offences mufl come,

hut wo to them by zvhom they come. It were endlefs to

fpeak of all the particulars wherein the law of the houfe

is violate ; only thefe are feme .of the moll obvious to

me, which I fpeak of as matter of lamentation, that ye

may know on what account you need to be concerned

for the houfe of God, and to pray for the welfare of

Jerufalem, and the reparation of her walls.

This is the Hate. of the houfe vifible in our day, Up-
on the top of the mountain the whole limit thereof is be-

come mod unholy : behold, this is the (late of the houfe.

And yet for all this there remains fome good thing in

the church of Scotland, notwithltanding all the evils

that take place : As,

i. There is a goodly number yet of worthy, faithful,

and able minifters of the gofpel, whereof fome, perhaps,

are but betrayed by the power of temptation, and the

ftrength of carnal reafoning, to fall in with thefe mea-
fures in the Lord's houfe, which, after calm and fedate

confideration, they will be loth to juflify, and will be
forry for : therefore,

trines of the greateft importance. Which conduct, induced feveral minifters,

among whom our Author was one, to give in a Repre/entation to the Aflembly

17*1, fetting forth, That it appeared to them, that the forefaid condemnatory
act -»nd fentence wounded many gofpel truths; yet the afiembly 17x2, though
partly convinced of the fact, were fo far from repealing the Act 1720, that

they, by their feventh act, rather farther explained, corroborated, and con-
firmed the faid fifth act, and fo gave a deeper -wound to truth. See Vol. I. p. 238.
Vol II. p. 304.—The afiembly 1731, not only lent a deaf ear to the Represen-
tations and Petitions that were prefented to them, for the Redrefs ot Grievan-
ces, but utterly rejected them; and gave deeper -wounds, by their act lodging

the fok power of election of minifters into the hands of a conjunct meeting of
heretors and ciders. See above, p. 304,

2. There
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2. There are not a few yet, who are, and will be

witnejfes for God, againft all the corruptions of the

Lord's houfe, and ready to give their teftimony againft

the defections of the day wherein we live.

3. There are pure ordinances adminiftered in the

houfe : the word and facraments adminiftered according

to the gofpel-inftitution ; and the doclrine of the gofpei

preached in purity.

4. There are fome figns and evidences now and then

of the Lord's prefence in thefe ordinances, and of his

power in the fan&uary, reviving and ftrengthening the*

hearts of his hidden ones, and bringing them to the

chambers of the King, even to the holy of holies, under

the covert of the blood of Jefus. ^

This leads me to an ufe of examination, for trying

whether or not ye be fuch members of the houfe of God,
as have been privileged with accefs to the invifible part

of the houfe, the moft holy place ; and what effect this

has wrought upon you, to make you holy, as the Lord
your God is holy.

ijr; Have you been admitted to the mod holy place ?

Have you got boldnefs to enter into the bolt eft by the blood

of Jefus, at this occafion, or formerly? If fo, then I

will tell you,

1. You have loft all boldnefs and confidence in the fleflj,

Phil, ill- 3 ; all confidence in yourfelf, all confidence in

your own righteoufnefs and worthinefs : nothing keeps

you in countenance before God, but your view of the

worthinefs and righteoufnefs of Jefus. Again,

2* What way got you into the holy place, or into the

prefence of the molt holy God. Surely it is not without

blood. Can you fay, that you was carried into the holieft,

as it were, in a chariot paved with love, and the covering

thereof was purple? Can you fay, I faw fomething like

a rainbow about the thoone of grace, and not only a pur-

ple covering over my head, but alio a purple pavement
under my feet ; a pleafant pavement, laid partly with

the white marble of the love of God, and partly with

the red marble of the blood of Chrift ; and, upon this

pavement, laid before me in the gofpei, my heart went

11 r 1 forward
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forward to the moft holy place ; and I faw that the moll
holy God was a reconciled God in Chrift, a well-pleafed

God in Chrift.

3. Have you feen that the holy of holies is nothing elfe

but a throne ofgrace, having grace above it, and grace

beneath it, and grace round about it ; and that, there-

fore, the mofl: holy place is a place meet for you to come
to, meet for you to reft in ; for you, unworthy you,

that cannot be faved any other way but by grace, free

grace, venting through that blood of Jefus ?

4. Have you feen, in that holy place, that the pro-

mi[es of God are all Tea and Amen in Chrift ; that they

are the New Teftanient in his blood ; and that, therefore,

every prornife is fure, being dipt in blood, fealed with

blood, with juftice-fatisfying blood ; and that, therefore,

juftice requires, as well as mercy, that they be accom-
plifhed ?

idly, What fanclifying effecl hath this accefs to the

moft holy place had upon you ? Do you find yourfelf

more fweetly bound to univerfal holinefs ? Why, fay

you, I find myfelf under an obligation to be a moft ho-

ly perfon ; becaufe, 1 think, I have been admitted, in

fome refpect, to the moft holy place : but I tremble to

think of what you are now to fay, becaufe I find the la-

mentable want of holinefs, and cannot think you will

give me a mark that will argue my being holy ; and
therefore fear my accefs to the holy place, that fome-
times I thought I had, to be but delufion. I muft tell

you,

1. If you have been in the moft holy place, and got

fome holy impreflions there, then ye will fee yourfelf to

be moft vile ; when Job was let in to the moft holy place,

then he cries out, Behold, I am vile, chap. xl. 4. It is

a fight of the holy God that makes us to fee ourfelves

to be unholy creatures. You that value yourfelves as

good and holy, you have never feen a holy God in the

face : but thou that hateft thyfelf, and lotheft thyfelf as

an unholy creature, faying, Truth, Lord, I am a dog ;

fofoolifh I am, and ignorant ; I am as a heaji before thee ;

thou art a holy perfon.

2. Try your holinefs by a queftion or two ; What is

your
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your defiref Is it, O to be holy ! O to be like unto Chrift

!

—What is your hope f Do you love to think of getting

to heaven, becaufe there you will be like him, by feeing

him as he is ? -What is your delight and kve ? Can you

fay you love the law, becaufe it is a holy law, and be-

caufe it is a law of love ?- What is your lamentation f

Is it, Oh ! unholy finner that I am ? O wretched man

that I am ! who/hall deliver mefrom the body of this death f

—What is your how long f Is it, how longfhall 1fojourn

in Mefech and dwell in the tents of Kedar !—What is

your regard to the law of the houfe ? Are you grieved

to fee that it is violate by yourfelf and others ?—What is

your regard to the members of the houfe ? Do you love

the faints, becaufe they are holy ? Some chufe a drink-

ing club and cabal before the company of the godly

that lay them under a reftraint ; but is your delight with

the faints y
the excellent ones of the earth f—Again, what

is your regard to the Lord of the houfe ? Can you fay,

from the bottom of your foul, that, however unholy

you are, yet you love him becaufe he is holy, and can

rejoice in him as a holy God that hates fin ? This is a

fweet mark that you have been in the holy place^ and
got the print of God's holinefs ftamped on your foul. A
hypocrite may love God becaufe he is good and merci-

ful ; but I do not think he can love him, becaufe he is

a holy God that hates fin. Is that the language of thy

foul, give thanks at the remembrance of his holinefs ?—

-

In a word, what is thy refolution through grace ? Is it,

that you will endeavour, in his ftrength, to glorify God
by a holy walk, and yet are you feared to reft on your

refolutions, and therefore turn your refolutions to

prayers, faying, Lord, let thy hand be upon the man of
thy right-hand, the Son ofman whom thou hafl made Jlrong

for thyfelf and henceforth we will not go backf After trial,

fee your duty.

My laft ufe, therefore, fhall be by way of exhortation.

1. To thefe who are without the houfe. 2. To thofe

who have been admitted into the holy place.

1/?, To you that are without the houfe, that are not

members of God's family, but are unbelievers. I ex-

i hort
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hort you to come into the houfe of God ; For without

are dogs, unholy dogs, Rev. xxii. 15. Why, may fome

think, are you calling us to come into the houfe, where
there are fo many diforders, as you have been mention-

ing ? It is bed to flay without doors : why, man, wo-
man, when I call you to come into the houfe of God,
it is, not only to the outer houfe, but to come into the

moft holy place, and to enter into the holieft by faith j

that is, Come to God in Chrift. The outer houfe is only

the vifible church, and the vifible glory is indeed much
defaced in our day ; but there is an invifible part of the

houfe, the moll holy place, that we call you to come to

:

not to an outward vifible profefhon only; not to out-

ward ordinances only ; for, by your being within the

walls of the houfe, you are feemingly come there alrea-

dy : but you may be vifible church-members, and come
to ordinances and facraments, and yet ftrangers to God,
if you have never come in to the moft holy place by
coming in to God in Chrift. And, Oh ! why ftand you
without doors, contrary to the law of the houfe, invit-

ing all to come in I Rev. xxii. 17. Let me tell you, while

you {lay without doors, you are without hope, and with'

oat God in the world ; neither fellow citizens with the

faints, nor of the houfhold of God in a fpiritual fenfe : and

the vifible outward advantages we enjoy, while you are

only in the outer court, will aggravate your condemnati-

on if ye come not in. I muft tell you, while you are not

within the houfe, in a fpiritual fenfe, you are not under

the law, The law of the houfe ; I mean, the law of faith

and love, but under the law of works, and fo under the

curfe ; for, Curfed is every one that continueth not in all

things written in the hook of the law to do them. The
wrath of God abides on you, while you abide in unbe-

lief, without coming in to the Surety, and clofing with

his law-biding righteouihefs. While you come not in

to the moft holy place, you remain in a moft unholy

flate and way ; for, it is this holy place that makes a

holy people : Chrift is the true temple, the holy place,

the houfe where God dwells ; and how can you fee God,
if you come not to his houfe ? How can you fpeak with

God, if you come not to his houfe ? How can you draw
up
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up acquaintance with him, or attain conformity to him ?

If you do not behold the glory of God in the face of

Chrifl, you can never be changed into his image, from
glory to glory. Without coming to Chrifl, you mall ne-

ver have holinefs ; and without holinefs, you fhall never

fee God in heaven.

Confider, O finner, The law of the houfe, with refer-

ence to you that are without.—It is the law of the houfe,

that the door be open for all comers ; Whofoever will,

let him come.— It is the law of the houfe, that all coiners

fhall be welcome ; He that cometh, I will in nowife cajl

out.—It is the law of the houfe, that all that come in fhall

be children of the family ; We are the children of God
by faith in Chrifl : without are dogs, but within are chil-

dren.—It is the law of the houfe, that no objeclion be fuf-

tained as lawful againfl your coming into Chrifl, or to

the mofl holy place ; for the law of grace is calculate,

of infinite wifdom, for anfwering every objeclion : it is

not lawful to object any thing againfl coming into the

holy place. Fear of God's infinite juflice is no lawful

objeclion ; for, here is a facrifice, fatisfying juflice.

Your great fin and guilt is no lawful objeclion ; for,

here is guilt-expiating blood. Your total want of all

good in yourfelf, is no lawful objeclion ; for, here is all

fulnefs to fupply you. Your unworthinefs is no lawful

objeclion ; for, the worthinefs of the Lamb is the only
thing that is regarded in the mofl holy place. Your
poverty is no lawful objeclion ; for, here are the un-
searchable riches of Chrifl, both to pay your debts, and
bear your charges. Your rags and nakednefs is no law-

ful objeclion ; for, here is the rob of righteoufnefs to

cover you, that theJhame ofyour nakednefs may not appear.

Your fear of God's having fome fecret purpofe againfl

you, is no lawful objeclion, but a horrid thought ; for,

The law of the houfe makes nothing but God's revealed

will your rule. Your weaknefs and inability is no law-
ful objeclion ; for, Strength and beauty ere in his fanciu-

ary ; flrength is within his holy place, to which you are

called to come ; and drawing power is put in the pro-

mife, fuch as that, When I am lifted up, 1 will draw all

men after me, that you may take his help, and look to

his
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his promifed power and grace. Your unholinefs is no

lawful objection ; for, you are invited to come to the

moil holy place, that you may be incorporated amongft

the mod holy people. In a word, didance is no law-

ful objection ; for, the mod holy place is at hand ; fince

you cannot go up to the holy of holies, the holy of ho-

lies is come down to you : it is on the top of the moun-

tain, and the whole limit thereofround about. Behold, the

tabernacle of God is with men. And the quedion is, Do
you welcome a Jefus, that is come to you in the gofpel,

to make you holy as well is happy for ever ? Can your

heart fay, Bleffed is he that cometh in the name ofthe Lord?

It is one good way of coming to him, to welcome his

coming to you. Is there an echo in your heart ? When
he fays, Sinner, come thou to me ; does your heart fay,

Lord, come thou to me, for 1 cannot come to thee with-

out I be drawn? When he cries, Come ; and you cry,

Come ;
ye are not far from meeting together. Well,

fmner, the door is open, O tarry not till the door be

fliut. New is the accepted time, now is the day offalva-

tion. Say not, To-morrozv, thou fool, led this night thy

foul be required of thee, and then to all eternity you

fhall not have another offer. O may the arm of power ac-

company the offer of grace in the evening of a commu-
nion-day !

idly, I would clofe with a word to you that have been,

either now or formerly, drawn in to the moji holy place

:

furely it is your duty to be a mod holy people ; for, uni-

verfal bolinefs is the law of the houfe ; on the top of the

mountain, the whole limit thereof round about. I mould

exhort and direct you in a word.

O Sirs, are you come into the fancluary of God ? O
then, put offyour fhoes ; for the place whereon you fland is

holy ground! Put off your filthy fhoes, for the room of*

the houfe you have entered into is a clean room, a holy

place; the Lord of the houfe is mod holy. Holinefs is

the name of God ; he is the Holy One of Ifrael. Holinefs

is the will ofGod ; This is the will of God, even yourfanc-

tifcation. Holinefs is the work of God ; and you are his

workmanfhip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good works.

Holinefs is the nature of God ; and you arc made par-

takers
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takers of the divine nature. Holinefs is the glory of God :

and he is glorious in holinefs.

Confider, the houfe of God is a holy houfe, and the

church is not God's houfe, but in fo far as it is holy.

His word is a holy word ; his ordinances are holy ordi-

nances ; his table is a holy table ; and holinefs becometh

his houfefor ever.

Confider the beauty of holinefs : the beauty effaces is

but fkin-deep, a rotting beauty ; the beauty of clothes

and ornaments is but a patch upon a fore, a fkreen to

cover your nakednefs ; but the beauty of holinefs is

wh^N: makes a man all glorious within and without. All

pleafure without holinefs is but grief ; for the pleafure

of fin is what man mult either repent of here, or be

damned for hereafter. All profit without holinefs is but

lofs ; For, what fh all it profit a man, to gain the whole

world, and lofe his own foul f But godlinefs is great gain.

All honour without holinefs will end in fhameand difgrace.

Confider the oppofite of holinefs, namely, sin ; that

fin is a reproach to any people, much more to fuch a

profeffing and privileged people as you are. The profane

world, that fee your works, and not your faith, if you

be vile, vain, wanton, and profane in your walk, they

will fay, There is your religion ; and thus you will

bring a reproach upon your holy religion. And who,

that ever was admitted to the mod holy place, would

not blufh and be afhamed to bring it under fuch unde*

ferved reproach.

Confider what regard is owing to the glory of God,
the honour of Chrift, the work of the holy Spirit, and

the credit of our holy religion.

Confider what is the end of God in all his great works

towards you : this is the end of election ; He hath

chofen you, that you Jhould be holy : this is the end of re-

demption ; That he might redeem you from all iniquity,

and purify to himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good

works : It is the end of fan&ification by the Spirit, that

you mould be holy.

What is the end and defign of ordinances, but to be.

means of holinefs ? What is the end of merciful provi-

dences, but that you may fear the Lord and his goodnefsf

Vol. V. S f What
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What is the end of crofing and affli&ing providences,

but to purge away your drofs, and make you partakers

of his holinefs ? What is the end of all the graces of the

Spirit, if you have the faith of Chrift, or the hope of

glory in him ? Why then, faith purifies the heart ; and

he that hath this hope, purifies bimfelf, even as he is pure.

Confider what obligations you are under, beyond all

perfons in the world, to be the mod holy people, in the

midd of this unholy age.

All the direction I offer is, See that you be much in

the exercife of faith, entering again and again into the

moil holy place ; for this will, as I faid, have both an

operative and argumentative, both a phyfical and a mo-
ral influence upon your holinefs. When you come to

the mod holy place, and fee the mod holy God, you
will find yourfelf under the dronged obligation to be

holy, and fuch bonds laid upon your heart, as will bind

you fweetly and drictly to holinefs, even the bond of

love condraining you. In the moil holy place you will

fee fomething wonderful, even your falvation and jufli-

fication, lying between two everlading breads, Rom.
iii. 24. ; between the everlading grace of God, and the

everlading righteoufnefs of Chrid ; Being juflifiedfreely

by his grace, through the rede?nption that is in Chrift Jefus.

And what do you think of feeing yourfelf lying, as it

were, between thefe two everlading breads of God
;

and, at the fame time, his everlading arms holding and
embracing you in his bofom ? This is the notable fight

of faith to be feen in the mod holy place ; and when you
come to fee this great fight, the warm bofom of God's
everlading love will give you a warm heart, and will

leave a drong impreflion of the law of love and holinefs

upon you. This is the law of the houfe. If you get to

the top of the mountain with Mofes, O how mould your
face fhine, even when ye come down to the bottom of
the mount, and go into the company of others round
about the mount ! Not only a communion-table, but
your common tables mould be holinefs to the Lord. In.

very company, in every place, let this be your motto,

Holp t
' ss to Tti'i Lord. This is the law of the houfe

;

upon the top of the mountain, the whole limit thereof round a-

bout j%all be mofi holy : behold, this is the law of the houfe*
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SERMON LXXXIII.

The Little City befieged, and de-

livered : or, the "Deliverance ot the

Church by Christ, and the In-

gratitude of Men to the glorious

Redeemer, reprefen ted.

*

Ec cl. ix. 14, 15.

There was a little city, andfew men within it ; and there

came a great king again/I it, and befiegcd it, and built

great bulwarks again/l it : now, there wasfound in it a

poor wife man ; and he, by his wifdom, delivered the

city : yet no man remembered thefame poor man.

IT is queftioned, amongft interpreters, whether this

be a hiftory, or a parable : I am not here to difpute

the matter, but take it to be parabolical j and reckon

the Spirit of God hath left the application thereof for us

to make, which I would eflay to do, both in an agree-

ablenefs, I hope, to the analogy of faith, and in a fuit-

ablenefs to the prefent occafion.

The verfes contain news from heaven ; and particu-

larly, 1 . Here is a city defcribed ; There was a little city,

and few men within it, 2. The city befieged ; There

came a great king againfl it, and befieged it ; and built great

bulwarks againfl it. 3. The city delivered, and the fiege

* This fermon was preached at the Queen's-ferry, on Monday,

OS.. 8//£, 1732. after the celebration of the iacrament of the Lord's

fupper there. The fecond impreffion.

Ss 2 raifed;
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raifed ; Now, there was found in it a poor wife man ; and

he, by his wifdom, delivered the city. 4. The ingrati-

tude of the citizens, Tet no man remembered thefame poor

man.

ift, Here is a city defcribed, both from the quality of

it, a little city ; and from the paucity of its inhabitants,

few men within it. Now, what are we to underitand

by the city f Why,
1. If by the city we underftand the world in general,

it might feem ftrange that the world mould be called a

little city ; but he that walks with God, as Enoch, and

as the prophet Ifaiah exprefTeth it, dwells on high, fees

this world to be nothing but fome fhadow ; yea, before

God, All the nations of the earth are as nothing : and as

it is little, fo there arefew men within it ; becaufe thefe

we call men cannot, according to fcripture, be diftin-

guifhed from beads, and vipers ; a generation of vipers ;

and of thefe there are many : but a very few men are to

be found in the world ; none but thefe that are tranf-

formed, and turned from beafts to men ; The beafts of

the field Jball honour me, the dragon and the owl. This

people have Iformed for myfelj, they fhall fkexv forth my

praife, Ifa. xlvi. 20, 21.

2. By the city we are to underftand the church of God
in particular. The name of the city is Jehovah sham-

mah, the Lord is there : the wall of the city is salva-

tion, which God hath appointed for walls and bulwarks :

the food of the citizens is the word of God, and the bread

that came down from heaven. But in what refpect the

church is compared to a city, fo frequently in fcripture,

we may afterwards coniider. It is but a little city, and

a few men in it, in comparifon of her enemies, and all

the reft of the world, that are without the church,

idly, Here is the city befieged. Where we may no-

tice,

1. The greatnefs of the befieger ; There came a great
King again/1 it, and befieged it. Whether we take this

great king for God, in one refpect ; or for the devil, in

an other refpect ; and for fin and death that attend him,

thefe, in various refpecte, lay fiege to the city.

2o Notice the greatnefs of the fiege ; He built great

bulwarks
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bulwarks againji it. God, in his awful juftice ; the de-

vil, in his defperate malice ; fin, in its deflrucTive fub-

tility ; and death, in its dreadful terrors. A great king

raifing great bulwarks againft a little city, and few
men in it, they muft be in a very difmal fituation.

But,

idly, Here is the little city delivered, and the fiege

raffed; There was found in the cuy a poor wife man ; and

he, by his wifdom, delivf r. d the city. Where notice

alfo two things, namely, How the deliverer is defcribed;

and how the city was delivered by him.

(1.) How the deliverer is defcrihed ; "There was found
in the city a poor wist Man. I think it is not only

highly agreeable to the analogy of faith, but very pro-

bable to be the intent of the words, to give a defcription

of Chrift, the Deliverer and Saviour of his church

;

whom we may here view as defcribed,

1. By his humanity , a man ; for, He was a man of

forrows : The Word was made flejh.

2. By his divinity, a wise man : for, he was, and is,

the effential Wifdom of God.

3. By his humiliation ; a poor man : for, Though hs

was rich, yetfor ourfakes he became poor.

4. By his deftination to this work ; he was found in

the city : Who found him ? God, who fays / have found

a ranfom ; I have found David my fervant. Where was
he found ? Even in the city, among men : / have laid

help upon One that is mighty, fays God \ even One chofen

out of the people, Pfalm Ixxxix. 19.

(2.) How and in what manner he delivered the city,

even by his wisdom ; He by his wifdom delivered the city :

By his Deity ; for, if he had not been the infinitely wife

God, he could never have relieved the city ; even he
who, by his wifdom, flretched out the heavens, when he
made the world ; by his wifdom, fulfilled the law, and
appeafed the wrath of God ; by his wifdom, outwitted

the old ferpent, and deftroyed the works of the devil ; by
his wifdom, finifhed tranfgreffon, and made end of fin y

and vanquijhed death : and fo by his wifdom delivered

the city from juftice, Satan, Sin, hell, and death \ in

his wifdom he delivers the church, the city of God, by
the
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the price of his blood, and by the power of his Spirit.

—

Thus the city is delivered, and the fiege raifed.

4thly
9
And laltly, Notice in the words the ingratitude

of the citizens ; or the citizens upbraided for their un-
kindnefs ; Tet no man remembered the fame poor man.
Where you have,

i; The nature of their fault, and the aggravation of
their ingratitude ; they were fo far from requiting him
kindly, faying, What fkall vje render to the Lord, for his

benefits towards us * that they did not remember him : they

never fo much as minded him. Their difeafe was that

of fmful oblivion ; they forgot him, and his kindnefs :

Theyfoon forgot his mighty works.

i. The univerfality of this ingratitude, no man re-

membered the fame poor man ; none remembered, no not

one : they are altogether become ungrateful.—Thus you
have the hiftory opened, and a fhort hint at the myftery

contained in it.

From the words, thus opened, we may lay down this

doctrinal proportion.

Observ. T'hat though the work of redemption, or the

deliverance wrought by Chrifl for finners 9 be a very

great and memorable work, like the raifing of a great

fiege againfl a little city ; yet there is a pronenefs in

man to forget the Redeemer or 'Deliverer, and all his

work of kindnefs toward them.

We need go no further for the confirmation of this

doctrine, than the inftitution of the Lord's fupper, which
you have been celebrating, Do this in rememberance of
me; as if it had been faid, Ought you not to remember
me, your Redeemer ; me, your Deliverer, that hath
raifed the great fiege that was laid againfl you

;
yet you

are prone to forget me, and all the kindnefs that I have
done to you ; therefore, I have inflituted this ordinance

to keep you in mind, Do this in rememberance of me.

But I mall refer the farther confirmation, to the profe-

cution of the doctrine, in the following method, accord-

ing to the former divifion.

I. I would
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I. I would fpeak fomewhat concerning the little city,

and the few men in it,

II. Concerning the great fiege laid againfl it.

III. Of the deliverance thereof, and the reafons of the

fiege.

IV. Of the ingratitude of the citizens, and their prone-

nefs to forget the Deliverer.

V. Make application of the whole.

I. I am to fpeak of the little city ; There was a little

city, andfew men within it. There are four things re-

markable concerning the church, which this part of the

text prefents to us.

Remark 1. " That the church of God is comparable
" to a city, and often compared thereto in fcripiure,

" Pfal. xlvi. 4. There is a river, theJlrearns whereof make
" glad the city of God*." The church, in allufion to a

city, is, a place oifecurity and defence : We have a flrong

city, falvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks :

and it hath watchmen upon the walls.—It is a place of

fociety ; where the faints have fellowfhip one with ano-

ther, exhort and comfort one another. ~ It is a place of

unity ; where they are to maintain the unity of the Spirit,

in the bond of peace.—It is a place of trade and trqffick ;

where we may trade with heaven, and buy gold tried in

the fire ; white raiment, and eye-falve expofed freely

there to fale.—It is a place offreedom and liberty ; where
all the true citizens are freed from the law, as a cove-

nant ; from the curfe of the law, the wrath of God,
and all fubjecYion thereto ; alfo from the guilt of fin,

and the rule of it.—It is a place of order and regularity ;

where men are regularly entered burgefTes, and are to

come in by the gate of the city, even by Chrift, who is

the door.— It is a place of reft, commodious to live in

;

and there is no refting-place for the foul but here.—It

is a place of pleafure andysy ; Beautiful for fituation, the

joy of the whole earth. There is the joyful found, through

* See the Author's fermon on this text, Vol. VII, Serm. 108.

where he, at length, dates the compsrifoa, and runs the parallel,

between the church and a city.

the
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the filver trumpet of the gofpel ; and the fong of Zion.

—It is a place otpomp andfplendor, the feat of the King

;

where is the King's court, the King's throne, the throne

of grace, and daily accefs to fee the King in his beauty.

—It is a place of privileges, a privileged place ; where

there are privileges belonging to the church vifible

;

they have the fountain open to them ; they have a feal-

ed right in baptifm to the covenant ; having the promife,

they have right to the feal of the covenant of promife
;

and thus a fealed warrant to come to Chrift, a general

adoption, and thereon many fatherly acts of pity ihewed

to them : God inftructs them, by his word ; corrects

them, by his rod ; reproves them, by his fervants ; and,

when they go afide, directs them, by his word, faying,

This is the way. They have ordinances, facraments,

minifters, and a right to choofe the minifters and offi-

cers of the city : this is the privilege of every city, much
more of the city of God ; and if the city want this, it is

fo far a city robbed and fpoiled.—There are privileges

belonging to the church inviftble ; fuch as, pardon of

{in, peace with God, fanctification, eternal life, accefs

to the King's table, the Lamb, the light of the place,

and the temple ; the Lord himfelf is the temple they

come to ; they have a title unto the new Jerufalem,

the King's pafs for heaven ; / appoint unto you a king'

dom.

Remark 2. " That the church is a little city, it is a
" little flock, Luke xii. 31. It is but a fmall fpot, com-
" pared with the vail wildernefs of this world ; it is an
" inclofed garden, Song iv. 12." The church is com-

pared to a little city, in comparifon of this world ; and

but a little city in the eyes of the world ; little and con-

temned. And, indeed, the true citizens are but little

in their own eyes ; Lefs than the leafi of all faints ; lefs

than the leaft of all faints ; lefs than the leafl of all

Gotfs mercies ; yea, nothing, in their own account ; and

lefs than nothing ; worfe than nothing. The church is

a little city ; a littlefione cut out of the mountain ; yet ma-

ny great cities and kingdoms have fallen before it. This

little city has outlived the great city Nineveh ; the mag-

nificent Tyrus : and trampled upon the graves of many
famous
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famous and remarkable cities, becaufe, though it be a

little city; yet it is the city of the great God ; and, Glo-

rious things are [poken of this city of God, Pfal. lxxxvii. 3.

Remark 3. " That it is a city of men ; a little city and
" Uiif in it.*

9 The infinite wifdom of God hath feeu

fit to make this famous little city confift, not of fallen

angels, but of fallen men ; Wifdom crieth at the gates,

at the entry of the city, faying, To you, men, do I call,

and my voice is to the fons of men, Prov. viii. 3, 4. And
happy we the men whom wifdom determineth and pre-

vaileth on to enter themfelves burgeffes of this little city,

by coming not only into the fuburbs thereof, by a pro-

feffion of Chrift ; but enter in through the gates into the

city, while the King of the city Hands at the door of

our hearts, and knocks, and aftures us that he is the

door of the city ; 1 am the door, by me if any man enter

in, he fhall be faved ; and /ball go in and out, andfind pa-

flure, John x 9. It is a city of men, a city for man-
kind, a city of refuge for mankind finners ; therefore,

let none fland without, faying, It is not the like of me
that God is calling to come in. If you be of the pofte-

rity of Adam, and of the children of men, Chrift is of-

fered unto you, and you are called to accept of the

grant of freedom and liberty ; the grant of all the privi-

leges and immunities of God's city, and of being free

men there: O Sirs, If the Son make you free, then are

ye free indeed. But yet we have it to remark,

4. " That this little city hath but few men in it, even
" the vifible church/' I mean, thefe that have a vifible

and credible profelfion of faith are few in comparifon of

the reft of the world ; and the invifible church, who
have the power of religion, and the truth of faith, are

but very few in comparifon of the bulk of profeflors.

This little city, then, has but afew men within it, as the

text fays ; many are without the city, and many are a-

bout the city, but few are within the city, and they only,

are fafe ; for, Without are dogs, andforcer ers, and whore'

mongers, idolaters, murderers, and zvbofoever loveth or

maketh a lye, Rev. xxii. 15.: Without are drunkards,

fwearers, fabbath-breakers, profane perfons ;
yea, be-

fide the openly profane, v/ithout are formal' fts, hypo-

V o 1,. V. T t critcs,
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crites, unbelievers : but within are faints, believers,

lovers of God ; Many are called, but few are chofen.

Yea, we may fay, there are many bycomers, but few

indwellers ; many incomers, like dogs, that go out a-

gain ; They go out from us, becaufe they are not of us,

i John ii. 19. : but few indwellers, like children ofZion,

2X\Afellozu citizens with the faints, Eph. ii. 19. The reft

of the world, whether they be bycomers or not ; they

are not to be reckoned men ; but rather dogs and beajls ;

for thus, all that are out of Chrift, and fo out of the

city, are called, Ifa. xliii. 20. Thus, in the vaft popu-

lous city of Jerufalem, a man could not be found ; Run
ye to andfro through the jlreets of Jerufalem, andfee now,

and know, andfeek in the broad places thereof ifyou can

find a man. Why, not a man ? No : they were only to

be reckoned men who execute judgment, and fought the

truth ; but fuch could not be found : they were all de-

generate into beads ; all transformed through brutifh

affections into unreafonabie creatures : yet of Zion it

mail be faid, This man and that man was horn there ; but

they are but here and there one \ 2. little city, andfew
men within it,

II. Thefecond thing in the method, was, To fpeak of

the greatfiege laid againft the little city.

I fhall here confider both who the great king is, that

came againft the city ; and what are the great bulwarks

built againit it. And here, according to the view I

gave in the explication,

1. By the great king we may underftand the Great

God, in his awful juflice, who, upon the fin of man be-

came an enraged enemy to the whole city of mankind
;

and to whofe wrath the little city, which he chofe out

of the world, is by nature as much expofed as the reft
;

for, being all children of difobedience they are by nature

children ofwrath even as others, Eph. ii. 2, 3. ; and there-

fore, his firft appearance to them, even when he has a

mind to make them a city for himfelf to dwell in ; his

firft appearance, I fay, to them, is in terrible majefly,

laying fiege to their fouls, and building great bulwarks

againft them. But poffibly you may fay.

What
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What bulwarks f Even the great bulwarks of law-

curfes and law-threatenings : for, in a work of convicti-

on, and compunction, and legal humiliation, which u-

fually precedes any gofpel-work, and faving change, he

applies the curfe and threatenings of the law to their

confcience, faying, Curfed is every one that continues not

in all things, written in the book of the law to do them,

Gal. iii. 10. In fo much, that the foul finds itfelf to be

an accurfed creature, a condemned creature ; and is

put in fear of everlafting damnation. The reft of the

world, who fhall eternally feel this heavy wrath of God
in another world, yet ly (leeping without fear of it, in

this world ; but the little city, that fhall for ever be de-

livered from it, are now in this world awakened and a-

larmed with the fear of it mercifully, that they may
prize the Saviour and Deliverer of the city. The great

God florms the city with his terrible artillery, like great

waring cannons, furrounding a little city ; he thunders

from Sinai, and builds great bulwarks againfl it : the

great bulwark of a broken law ; the great bulwark of a

threatened curfe ; the great bulwark of offended holi-

nefs ; and great bulwark of enraged juftice : and, in a

word, all the infinite perfections of God injured and dif-

honoured by their fin, appear planted about the city in

battle array. When the great God himfelf appears an

enemy, breaking them with breach upon breach, and

running upon them like a giant fometimes, and faying,

as Deut. xxxii. 40. JVho can deliver out of my hand?

for, I lift up my hand to heaven, and fay, I live for ever.

If I whet my glittering fword, and my hand take hold of
judgment, I will render vengeance to mine enemies ;— I will

make mine arrows drunk with blood. Yea, not only in

the firft awakening-work doth God thus appear formid-

able to them, for their humiliation and conviction ; but

even afterwards ; he fometimes appears formidable to

them for their trial and correction. Thus Job found the

great bulwarks of God's terrible majefly built up againfl

him, when he faid, chap. vi. 4. The arrows of the ^Al-

mighty are within me, the poifon whereof drinketh up my

fpirits ; the errors ofGod do fit themfelves in array again]}

me. Thus Heman, While Ifufer thy terrors, I am di-

T t 2 flracled

:
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Jlrabled : thy fierce wrath goes over ms ; thy terrors have

cut me off, Pfal. lxxviii. 15. But,

2. By the great king we may underftand the devil in

his defperate malice againft the little city : he is called a

prince, the prince of the power of the air, [or, of dark-

nefsJ that rules in the hearts of the children of difobed'u

ence, Eph. ii. 2. This mighty and malicious prince, in

the beginning of the world, came againft the little city

of mankind, when there was but few men in it
;
yea,

when there was but one man, and one woman, in the

city, in a literal fenfe ; and he befieged it, and built

great bulwarks of flattering falihoods, and lying temp-
tations againft it ; and conquered the city, and deftroy-

ed it ; as ycu read, Gen. iii. concerning the fin and
fall of our firft parents, through the powerful fubtilty

of the ferpent : and he continues ftill to befiege and de-

flroy fmners by his malice and fubtilty, force, and fraud

;

and efpecially he raifes great bulwarks againft the little

city.

JVhat bulwarks ? Why, even his manifold temptations ,

devices, and fiery darts ; We are not ignorant oj his de-

vices, 2 Cor. ii. 11. We are called to take, above all

things, the (hi eld offaith, that we may be able to quench

all the fiery darts of the wicked ; for, We wreftle not a*

gainflflefh and blood, but again]} principalities andpowers

,

Eph. vi. 12, 16. The devil attacks the city both by
high bulwarks and deep mines ; we read of the depths

of Satan, Rev. ii. 24. ; and being the prince of this world \

for fo he is called, John xii. 31. and elfewhere. He has

thoufands of wicked inftruments by which he batters

and belieges the little city. He has a deceitful party

for him within, as well as without the little city ; within

the church, as well as without it : within the church vi-

fible he has his treacherous Judafes, to betray the city

into his hand, and to betray the intereft of the city, and
the liberties and priviliges thereof. We read of the de-

vil's armour, Luke xi. 22. where he is called theJlrung

man armed, keeping his palace ; but when a ftronger

than he comes upon him, and overcomes him, he takes

from him all his armour. And what that armour is, we
may partly know, from 2 Cor. iv. 4. The god of this

world
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world blinds the minds of them that believe not, hellifh dark-

nefs excluding and oppofmg gofpel-light : the darknefs

of ignorance, the darknefs of error, and the darknefs

of delufion. This is a great part of the deviPs armour,

together with high imaginations , carnal reafonings,

pride, prejudices, and exalting thoughts, mentioned,

2 Cor. x. 5. Thefe are part of his armour and his

great bulwarks.

3. By the great king we may under ftandfn ; fin is

the great king that reigns in, and over us naturally

;

therefore fays the apoftle, Rom. vi. 12. Let notfin reign

in your mortal bodies. Sin and Satan are always confede-

rates together ; and their power is very great, in fo

much, that all men are fubjecl to the rule and govern-

ment thereof ; and as all the children of men are flaves

unto fin, as their king ; fo all the children of God, in

this world, are many times captives to it ; Ifee another

law in my members, warring againfl the law of my mind
9

and bringing me into raptivity to the law offin that is in

my members, Rom. vii. 3. The power and authority of
fin is called a law, even the law ofJin and deaths which
nothing can free us from, but the law of the Spirit of
life in Chrift Jefus, Rom. viii. 2.

Now, What bulwarks doth is great king build againft

the little city? Indeed, fin has the ftrongeft bulwarks in

the world.— It hath felf for a bulwark ; and hence, for

a man to deftroy fin, is to deftroy himfelf in effect., and
the beft and mod ufeful parts of himfelf, his right-hand,

his right-eye, his members. Col. iii. 5. Mortify therefore

your members that are upon the earth. When a man de-

ftroys his lufts, he denies himfelf. And felf is fo mighty,

that it competes with King Jems, and fights for the

throne, even after Chrift has taken poffeffion of the heart.

Self-eafe, felf-pleafure, felf-will, fclf-wifdom, felf-love,

felf-efteem, felf-righteoufnefs, are the bulwarks of fin.

— It hath alfo the law for a bulwark ; The flrength offin
is the law, 1 Cor. xv. 56. The law of fin is ftrengthen-

ed by the law of works ; the ftrength of fin being a grand
part of the curfe of the law of works, in fo much, that

no power can deftroy that bulwark, but the power that

can give full fatisfacYion to the law , hence the ftrong

bulwark
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bulwark of fin is never broken down, till a man has, by
faith, clofed with the law-fatisfying righteoufnefs of

Chrift. Again,

4. By the great king we may underfland death, the

king of terrors, Job xviii. 14. Death is a mighty king

that all the finful race of Adam are lawful captives unto

;

and fuch is the conftant battle that death gives, even to

the true-born children of Zion, the little city, that when
all other enemies are defeated and deflroyed, death is

the Iaft upon the field ; The lafl enemy to be deflroyed, is

death, 1 Cor. xv. 26. Now,
What bulwarks does this king build againfl the little city f

There are two great bulwarks it builds ; the one before,

and the other behind it. Before death, there ftands the

bulwark of terror andfear, becaufe of fin, which is the

jling ofdeath ; and hence many within the little city are

kept long in bondage through fear of death, Heb. ii. 15.

The terrors of death fometimes compafs them about, and

thefears of hell on the back of death.—Again, behind

death, there is an other bulwark, and that is feeming

'viclory.- When death gets foul and body feparate, and

the body made death's prifoner in the grave, where the

worms deflroy it, and rottennefs feems to ride in tri-

umph over it : and this is the reafon why it is faid to be
the laft enemy that fhall be deflroyed ; becaufe it has a

feeming viclory over the vifible part of the believer, till

the lad trumpet found, and the dead be raifed incorrup-

tible, immortal, &c.

III. The next thing was, To fpeak of the deliverance

of the city, and the raifing ofthejiege. And here we are

led, by the text, to confider, 1 . How the Deliverer is

defcribed. 2. How the deliverance is effecled.

\fl, Confider how the Deliverer is defcribed ; There

10asfound in the city, a poor wife man. And here he is

fet before us, fo as we may confider him,

1. In his humanity, as a Man. Our Lord Jefus Chrift,

the glorious Saviour and Deliverer, he was a man ; he
was prophefied of before, that he mould be the feed of
the woman ; the feed ofAbraham ; and in the fulnefs of

time lie was made of a woman ; bom of a virgin ; the

Word
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JVord was madefieJh : and he became man, a true man

;

he went through all the flages of man, conception,

childhood, youth, riper age : he was a diftrefled man,
a man of forrows and acquainted with grief He was a

mortal as we are; and actually died as we mud ; he died

a painful, fhameful, and ignominious death, which we
were commemorating at this occafion.

2. We may confider the Deliverer in his divinity ; as

a Wise Man, Wifdom dwells not with fallen men ; they

had all their heads cracked by the fall of Adam, and
were become fools, having folly bound up in their na-

ture : therefore the man, who is the Deliverer, mufl be
a man that never fell in Adam ; a wife man ; that is,

God as well as man : one that, with the nature of man,
hath the wifdom of God ;* yea, and is the Wifdom ofGod,
1 Cor. i. 24. It is he that fays I wifdom dwell with pru-

dence, Prov. viii. 12. And it is of him the Father fays,

My Servant /hall deal prudently', Ifa. Hi. 13. And it is

by his infinite wifdom that he delivered the city ; of
which more afterwards, He is efTentially wife, being

JVifdom itfelf ; the God whofe under/landing is infinite.

He is communicatively wife ; having all the treafures of
%uifdom and know}ledge hid in him, and the Spirit of wifdom
to give.

3. We may view the Deliverer in his humiliation, as

a Poor Man ; poor in outward refpecls : Te know the

grace of our Lord Jefus Chrifl, that though he zuas rich,

yet, for our fakes, he became poor ; that we through his

poverty might be rich, 2 Cor. viii. 9. He had all the

riches, and all the fulnefs of the Godhead in him, yet

he became poor. Many are poor againfl their will, but
he became poor voluntarily : he became a poor fervant

;

though he thought it no robbery to be equal with God, yet

he took upon him the form of a fervant ; taking on our
nature, not in its Deft condition, but the loweft ftate of
our nature. He became poor in his birth, poor in his

life, and poor in his death. He was born, not of a

queen, but of a mean virgin ; born, not in a palace,

but in a liable, laid in a manger; The foxes had holes ^

and the birds of the air had nejls ; but the Son of man had

not where to lay his head, lie had nothing to pay tribute

withal
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withal till he ordered a fifh to bring it. He was mini-

ftered unto, in his life and in his death, by reafon of

his real extreme poverty. He was poor as a man, and
yet wife as God. The poverty of men, and the wifdom

of God met and centered in him.

4. We may confider the Deliverer in his deftination

to this work ; he was found in the city. He was found

of God, who fays, I have found a Ranfo?n ; I have found

"David my fervant, Job xiii. 24. Pfalm lxxxix. 20. He
was found in the city, among men ; and was chofen out

of the people, Pfal. lxxxix. 19. He was found in fafhion

as a man, Phil ii. 8. He was found willing and chear-

fully ready to undertake this work of redemption and

deliverance, Pfalm xl. 6. Heb. x. 6. Lo, I come, I de-

light to do thy will. He was found able and well quali-

fied for the work, Pfalm lxxxix. 19. I have laid help

upon One that is mighty. And as he had a perfonal fit-

nefs, being God as well as man, and God-man in one

perfon ; fo he that found him did alfo fit him by the fu-

pereminent unction of the Holy Ghoft, Pfal lxxxix. 20.

I have found David my fervant, with my holy oil have I
anointed him. Thus, Him hath God the Father fealed for

this work, John vi. 27. And this is what Chrift acknow-

ledges of himfelf, Ifa. Ixi. 1. 'The Spirit of the Lord God
is upon me, becaufe he hath anointed me, to proclaim liberty

to the captives, and the opening of the prifon to them that

are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,

and the day of vengeance of our God ; to deliver the city.

idly, How the deliverance is effecled. Here two things

are to be a little opened, 1. The matter of his work
;

He delivered the city. 2. The manner of the deliverance %

By his wifdom.

[1.3 In general, the matter of his redemption-work;,

He delivered the little city ; he raifed the fiege. Here
we are to view how he manages the work, in oppofition

to the great kings, that built great bulwarks againfl the

little city.

1. If we view the fiege as formed by the Great King;

that is, the Great God, when the great bulwarks built

againfl the city are, the broken law of God, curfing the

fmner • and the injured attributes of God 3
viz. jufticc, ho-

linefs
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linefs, and truth, all (landing in battle array againft the

(inner, behold, the poor wife man, he comes and fulfils

that law that we had broken, and bears the curie that

we had incurred. When the fulnefs of time zuas come,

Godfent forth his Son made of a woman, made under the

law, to redeem them that were under the law, Gal. vi. 4.

Chrifl has redeemed us from the curfe ofthe law, being made

a curfe for us, Gal. hi. 13. And, in this way, he fa-

tisfies the juftice of God, vindicates the holinefs of God,
and clears the truth of God ; Chrifl hath loved us, and

hath given himfelfafacrifice for us, of a fweet-fmelli ngfavour

to God, Eph. v. 2. He is become the Lord our righteouf

nefs ; and the end of the law for righteoufnefs to every one

that believes : and in him mercy and truth have met toge-

ther, righteoufnefs and peace have kiffed each other ^ that

God might fave, and mew mercy on the little city, in

a confiflency with the honour of his injured attributes,

which are now glorified more by his obedience and fa-

tisfaclion than ever they were difhonoured by our fin

and rebellion. Thus he brake down the great bulwarks

that the great King of heaven and earth had built a-

gainrt the little city, and that by the King's order and
allowance, and according to his command and will

;

"This commandment have I received of my Father.

2. If we view the fiege as formed by the devil, the

great king of hell, and prince of the power of darknefs,

that rules in the hearts of the children of difobedience, we
will find him raifing this fiege partly by the price of his

blood, that he (lied for us \ and partly by the power of

his Spirit, which is given to us.—By the price of his blood,

he delivers from the devil's kingdom ; foY, By death he

deflroyed him that had the power of death , that is, the devil,

Heb. xi. 14. And, for this purpofe the Son of God was
manifejled that he might deflroy the works of the devil,

1 John iii. 8. And he was thus manifefled, according

to the original promife, Gen. iii. 15. Thefeed of'the wo-
man floall bruife the head of the ferpent. Chrifl: took a

wooden crofs, as it were, a tree in his arms, and there-

with beat down the great bulwarks that Satan built a-

gainft the little city. As by means of a tree the devil

V 1, V, V u built
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built his battering engine ; fo, by means of a tree, Chrift

demolifhed his building. For, upon the crofs, Jefus

Chrift, [polled principalities and powers, and made a jhow

of them openly, triumphing over them in it, Col. xi. 15.

—

Again, by the power of his Spirit he deftroyed the deviPs

bulwarks, when he gives fpiritual armour to the citizens,

the floield of faith, and the fword of the Spirit , and the

reft of that fpiritual artillery, mentioned, Eph. vi.

1 1,— 17. Whereby they quench the fiery darts of the

devil, demolifh his bulwarks, refill: the devil, and over-

come by the power and ftrength of the Captain of their

falvation. Though they conftantly fight while here

;

yet they gradually defeat the devil and his inftruments,

that oppofe themlelves to Chrift and his people, to his

caufe and intereft. Truth prevails always at laft ; and
the friends of truth overcome by the blood of the La?nb, and
by the word of their tefiimony, Rev. xii. 1 1.

3. If we view the fiege as formed by the great king
Sin, which naturally reigns in our mortal bodies. How
doth the poor wife man deftroy the great bulwarks there-

of ? Why, this he doth, both ?neritorioufiy, giving him-
felf a facrifice for fin, John i. 29. Behold, the Lamb of
God, that taketh away the fin of the world. Heb. ix. 26.

But now once in the end of the world, has he appeared to

put away Jin, by the facrifice of himfelf And then he
doth it effcacioufly, and that, partly by the aclual im-

putation of his righteoufnefs, for removing the guilt of

fin in juftification ; and partly by the effectual operation

of his Spirit, for removing the rule of fin in fan edificati-

on.—In juftification, he deftroys the legal power of fin
;

for, The ftrength offin is the law : but when the righte-

oufnefs of God is imputed and received, and Chrift is

become the end of the law for righteoufnefs to the perfon,

then the law, being fatisfied, has no more power to

keep the perfon under the curfe, whereof the power of

fin is the leading part.—And, again, mfanclification, he
deftroys the actual reigning power of fin. Both thefe

are imported, I think, in that word, Rom. viii. 2. The
law of the Spirit of life, in Chrift ^efus, hath made me
free from the law oj fin and death : and both are particu-

larly fpoken of in the following verfes, 3 and 4. For

what
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what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the

flefh, God [did'] fending his own Son in the likenefs of finful

flefh, and for fin condemned fin in the flefh ; that the righ-

teoufnefs of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not

after the flefh, but after the Spirit. Here is the legal

power of fin deflroyed : and verfe 13. Ifye through the

Spirit mortify the deads of the body youjhall live ; there is

the deftroying of the actual reigning power of fin. Thus,

by his pardoning and purifying grace, he demolifhes

the bulwarks of fin, and all by the means of the gofpel,

as it is the power of God to falvation ;
The weapons of

this warfare being not carnal, but mighty through God, to

the pulling down offlrong holds, cafting down imaginations,

and every high thing that exalts itfelf againft the knowledge

of God ; and bringing into captivity every thought to the 0-

bedience ofChrifl, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. Again,

4. If we view the fiege as formed by the great king,

Death. Behold, our king Jefus, the poor wife man,

delivers the city, by overturning the great bulwarks that

death built : and this he doth by removing both the

fling of death and the victory of the grave ; The fling of

death isfin , which he removes as I have been jufl now
faying, both meritorioufly and enScacioufiy, till it be

perfectly removed in glory, where we fhall be like birri9

by feeing him as he is. The victory of the grave, which

is corruption ; the corruption of the body, he is to re-

move at the great day, when this corruptible fhall put on

incorruption, and this mortal fhall put on immortality. And
that faying fhall be brought to pafs, Death isfwallowed
up in victory. Hence in the faith of all this, the believ-

er may fing that triumphant fong, O death, where is thy

fiing ? O grave, where is thy viclory f The fing of
death is fin, the ftrength of fin is the law ; but thanks be

to God, that has given us the viclory, through our Lord

Jefus Chrift, 1 Cor. xv. 54,

—

$7.—:—Thus you have

a view of the deliverance in the matter of it. But

then,

[2.] In particular, we are led here to confider the

manner of it. It was in infinite wisdom ; He by his infi-

nite wifdom delivered the city. As it is faid of his works

of creation, In wifdom hath he made them all ; fo of his

U u 2 work
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work of redemption, In wifdom hath he delivered the city.

He made the earth by the word of his power, eftablifhed

the zvorld by his wifdom, and ftretched out the heavens by

his discretion, Jer. x. 12. And it is even he who, by
his wifdom, delivered the city. Particularly,

1. By his wifdom he removed all the impediments that

flood in the way of our falvation, while he gave himfelf

a ranfom for many, fatisfied the law and jultice of God,
defeated the devil, deftroyed fin, and conquered death.

And thus, except one great king, whom he brings to

peace and reconciliation with the city, he deftroyed all

the other great kings, and their great bulwarks, in fo

much that we may fay, He (mote great kings, for his

mercy endureth for ever ; and flew famous kin^s for his

mercy endureth for ever ! O the infinite wife Captain of

falvation, who could, by his wifdom, deliver a little city,

fo powerfully .befieged

!

2. By his wifdom he united the moft diftant and con-

trary extremes^ while God and man are joined in one
perfon. The infinite and eternal God, with a bit of clay

;

which is a myftery ten thoufand times greater than if

an angel had become a worm. He became a poor man,
that he might deliver the poor city : Great is the myftery

of'god/inefs, God made manifeft in the fiejh.

3. By his wifdom he united the moft contrary in-

terefts, God's intereft, and man's : the intereft of his

glory, and our falvation ; they are quite different, after

the fall. In fome refpecls, (when man came to have no
other intereft but that of the devil) God's intereft and
glory feemed to require man's deftru&ion ; and yet it

was man's intereft to be delivered : God's intereft, in

infinite wifdom, is made to agree with the intereft of

the little city, while Chrift is let forth to be a propitiati-

on, that the glory of God's juftice and righteoufnefs

might be reached, as much in faving the city, as it can
be by deftroying them who are without the city, and
more.

4. By his wifdom he united the moft contrary affeclt-

ens, namely, God's hatred and love ; his hatred of fin,

and his love to the fmner. Nothing , more hateful to

God than fin, and yet nothing more dear to God than

the
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the (inner that is in Chrift, in whom God is well-pleafed.

Infinite wifdom contrived the reconciliation of the oppo-

fite-like affection in God, that the city might be de-

livered by the wifdom of God in a myftery ; the manifold

wifdom of God.

5. By his wifdom he brings about the greateft things

by the moft unlikely means. In delivering the city, who
would have thought that the feed of a poor woman, that

was deceived, mould bruife the head of the ferpent, the

deceiver ; that a poor woman mould bring forth a poor

man child ; and poor man mould conquer all the armed
legions of hell ; and that by his ftripes we Jhould be heal-

ed ; and by his blood we mould be warned; and this

blood fliould fap the foundations of all the great bul-

warks that were raifed againfl the little city ?

6. By his wifdom he brings the greatefl good'out of

the greatefl evil. Could there be any thing worfe than

fin ? Yet out of this, wifdom brings greater glory to

God, and greater happinefs to man. God had built

th# fabric of the old covenant with brick, as it were

;

the devil, and our firft parents, pulled it down. But,

fays God, I will build with cedar ; and all the devils in

hell (hall not bring it down: Mercyfhall be built up for
ever, Pfal. lxxxix. 2. O here is wifdom! And we may
fay, To the King eternal, immortal, the only wife God, be

glory and honour for ever and ever. ~4men, 1 Tim. i. 17.

IV. The fourth general head propofed, was, To fpeak

of the ingratitude of the citizens, their pronenefs to for-

get their deliverer
;

yet no man remembered thefame poor

man. This is the fin that God has challenged in his

church many times, Deuc. xxxii. 18. Of the rock that

begat thee
}
thou hafl been unmindful, and baft forgotten God

that formed thee. Pfal. cvi. 21. They forgot God their

Saviour, who had done great things in Egypt. They foon

forgot bit work.

I might here fpeak a little to thefe four things. 1.

Of the nature of their unmindfulnefs or forgetfulnefs. 1.

The objeel thereof: they forgot the Poor wife man, and
his work. The univerfality of this oblivion, no man re-

membered
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membered thefame poor man. 4. The reafon of this for-

getfulnefs.

1. We are firft to view the nature of this oblivion.

For understanding thereof you would know, that for-

getfulnefs of Chrift is either total or partial. A total for-

getfulnefs takes place in the wicked, of whom it is faid,

God is not in all their thoughts* A partial forgetfulnefs

is coincident to believers themfelves, who may, in a great

meafure, forget what God hath done to their fouls. Ac-

tual forgetfulnefs is what the godly may be guilty of, as

David after his grofs fin of adultery, when he was con-

triving the murder of Uriah. But there is an habitual

forgetfulnefs peculiar to the wicked, who defire not the

knowledge of God ; and never remember God till they

be driven to it with a vengeance, as it is faid of thefe,

When he fleiv them, then they fought him ; they remember-

ed that God was their rock, and the high God their Re-

deemer. They never remember till God bring a mortal

ftroke.—But now, this forgetfulnefs imports the want

of a fpiritual view and difcovery of God ; and the wtnt
of that lively impremon of him which the right view of

him doth require. We cannot rightly remember God,
ifwe fee not his perfections fhining in his work, as David

did, when he fays of God's works, In wifdom hafl thou

made them all. When we fee the wifdom and power, and

other attributes of God, mining in his works, particu-

larly in his delivering the little city, the church, then

and not till then, do we rightly remember them ; and

when we fee his great end in all is the glory of thefe

perfections ; and entertain due imprellions hereof fo as

to remember not only in a fpeculative, but in a practical

and appropriating manner ; and when we remember his

delivering us, in particular from the power and policy

of the great things that were againil us, and render to

him the praife due to his name.
2. The objecl of this forgetfulnefs : No man remember-

ed thefame poor wise man. We are apt, and natu-

rally prone to forget our Creator, to forget our Redeem-
er, and Saviour, and Protector, and Benefactor, our

befl Friend.
—

"We forget the Deliverer himfelf, the poor

wife man found in the city. We forget his humanity,

that
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that he is a man ; his divinity, that he is the wijdom of
God ; his humiliation, and poverty, that for our fakes he

became poor ; and his deftination to this redemption-work;

all is forgotten. We forget all the deliverances he hath

wrought, the redemption he hath accomplished.—We
forget his works of creation, though yet the heavens de-

clare his glory,—We forget his works of providence, both

profperous and adverfe ; both ordinary and extraordi-

nary, as Ifrael did, of whom it is faid, Jefuran waxed

fat and kicked : he forgot God that made him, and lightly

ejleemed the Rock of his fahation. They forgot the

plagues of Egypt ; the drowning of the Egyptians ; the

folemn appearance of God on Sinai, when the hill trem-

bled under the weight of God ; and the flames afcended

to the middle heaven.—We forgot his work of redemp-

tion. He redeems from the fury of juftice, the curfe of

the law, the bondage of fin, the fiavery of Satan, the

fling of death ; from the wrath of God ; that terrible

wrath, that intolerable wrath, that interminable wrath,

that powerful and eternal wrath, that ever-coining

wrath ; he delivers from the wrath to come

:

,

and yet we.

are apt to forget the Deliverer, and the deliverance : We
forget this redemption, and the neceffity of it ; the fuf-

hciency of it ; the excellency of it ; the efficacy of it ; the

fulnefs of it ; the acceptablenefs of it ; all is forgotten.

—We forget alfo his work of regeneration, the work of
conviclion, and humiliation ; the work of converfon, and
fanSlification, Though this work of grace effectuates a

real change, a fenfible change, an univerfal change
; yet

all may be forgotten, in fo much, that we may pofe the

believer himfelf, have you a regeneration frame, the

fame temper of fpirit you had in the day of believing r

Where is the kindnefs of thy youth, the love of thine

efpoufals?—Yea, communications and manifeftations,

and communion experiences may all be fearfully for-

gotten.

3. The wn-verfality of this oblivion; no man remem-

bered the fame poor man. That this unbelieving forget-

fulnefs of Chrili, the Redeemer, is univerfal, appears,

evident from two arguments.

(1.) From the infances of all ages of the world.

—

The
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The^r/? man that ever was, began his apoftacy from
God by his fin ; he forgot the favour of God in giving

him fuch an excellent being, and fuch excellent benefits
;

forgot the covenant that God entered into with him,

forbidding him to eat of the tree that was in the midil

of the garden upon peril of eternal ruin to himfelf and his

pofterity
;

yet the hhTmg of the ferpent drove all out of

his mind.—How quickly did Noah forget the great de-

liverance from the deluge, when all the reft of the world

was overwhelmed in the midft of the waters ; he was

no fooner faved from water, than he was drowned in

wine.—How quickly did Lot forget the deliverance from

the flames of Sodom, and fell into the fire of lull.

—

So-

lomon forgot the God that appeared to him thrice, and

turned to idolatry.

—

David quickly forgot the Lord's de-

livering him from Saul, and fell into the fin of adultery

and murder.

—

Ifrael forgot God and all his works of

wonder.—The ten lepers^ all but one, forgot to return

and give praife to God that healed them.—The difciples

of Chrift, quickly forgot the miracles of the loaves

;

they got fweet communion with Chrift, yet Judas and

his party foon drove all out of their minds. No man re-

membered the poor wife man,

(2.) It appears from the many re?nembrances and me-

morials that the Lord Jefus has fet up of himfelf, and his

works, as prefervative againflthis forgetting him.— God's

works of creation are his remembrancers, while the hea-

vens declare his glory.—God's works of providence are

his remembrancers. He bath not left himfelf without a

witnefs, even among the heathen, giving them rain and
fruitful feafons : every drop of rain is a memorial of God.
God's ordinances are his remembrancers ; why has he

given us Sabbaths and facraments, but to be memorials

of the works of Chrift, and the death of Chrift ? T>o this'

in remembrance of me.—In a word, the Holy Ghqft is gi-

ven to be a remembrancer, John xiv. 16. I will give

the Comforter, and he (ball bring all things to your remem-

brance. I have been long preaching among you, might

Chrift fay, and given you many a fermon ; but all is

gone, you forgot all ; therefore, I will fend the Holy
Ghoft to be your remembrancer.——-Thefe things evi-

dence
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dence the univerfality of this fin : No man remembered the

poor wife man. Now confide r here,

4. The reafon of this forgetfulnefs. And there is

thefe four following reafons we fhall aflign for it.

(1.) It flows from the univerfal depravation of our na-

ture : the memory, with all the reft of the facuUies of

the foul, got a dam by the fall of Adam ; our heads

were daihed to pieces when we fell from fuch a height

of happinefs to fuch a depth of mifery.

(2.) It flows from the little ejleem and W&r that peo-

ple have for the poor wife man, and his great works of

redeeming and delivering us. It is ftrangc to think how,
much the works of men will be admired, and the works
of God flighted. If a phyiician fhall perform a cure up-

on a man that is defperately diieafed, and dangeroufly

ill, the man will be more taken up with the phyfician's

work than with God's work ; he will pay his phyfician,

but never thank his God. Many will read the works of

men with admiration, and read hiftory with rapture ; but

they will read the hiftory of the life and death of Chrift

without ever being moved.

(3.) It flows from this that the memory is fluffed'with

other things, even with the trafh of hell ; there is no
room for Chrift and his works of wonder : it was a

bafe treatment of Chrift when he was fent out to the

liable, laid in a manger, no room for him in the inn.

But it is a thoufand times worfe, when your heart is fo

full of the world, lufts, and idols, that there is no room
for Chrift.

(4.) It flows from the little hnpreffwn that Chrifl and
bis redeeming work takes upon us. Naturalifts give this

as a reafon of remembrance, when a thing makes a

mighty impreflion on the brain. But, alas ! the works
of God flee over our heads, like a fhadow, and fo are

forgotten. The beft thing for the memory is the Spirit

of God coming with life and power to the foul : / will

never forget thy words, fays David ; why ? for by them

thou hafl quickened me. It left an impreflion, and there-

fore abode. When the word of God, the works of God,
have no impreflion, no wonder they are foon forgotten:

there is a fowl of the air, the prince of the power of the

Vol. V. X x air,
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air, the devil, he picks away every thing you hear, if

your hearts be not clofets for Chriit. If he were your

treafure, your hearts would be the cabinets -

y Where the

treafure is, there the heart is alfo.

V. The fifth and Iaft thing propofed, was, The ap-

plication of the fubjccl. And this we fhall eifay in an

ufe of information, lamentation, trial, and exhortation.

We are, firft, to deduce fome inferences for informa-

tion. Is it fo, as has been faid, hence fee,

i. The dcfpicable cafe of the church of God in this

world ; it is but like a little city, and afew men in it. It

is a defpifed city. The world calls it an outcafl, faying,

This is Zion whom no man feeks after, Jer. xxx. 17. As
Chrift was defpifed and rejected of men ; fo are his

friends and followers : they are a little flock, and a de-

fpifedflock. Whatever be the (late of the church vi-

sible ; fometimes when it appears fair as the moon, clear

as the fun, and terrible as an army with banners ; and

when her vifible glory, the doctrine, worfhip, diicipline,

and government is not defaced
;
yet the church invisible,

in this world, is, for ordinary, a poor, fmall, defpifed

company; of whom it is faid, Zeph. iii. 12. I will leave

in the midft of thee, an afflicied and poor people, and they

fhall trujl in the name of the Lord.

2. Hence fee the dangerous circumftance of the church

of God in this world. It is a city befleged by a great

king, building great bulwarks againfl it. The %church is

like a bujh burning in the midft of the flames : it is in a

dangerous militant ftate. The church of God is the

man-child, which the red dragon ftands ready to devour,

as foon as it is born, Rev. xii. 4. What a helplefs cafe

is the church of God into, in outward appearance ! A
great city cannot ftand out well againft a great king, and
great bulwarks ; far lefs a little city, andfew men within it.

3. Hence fee the marvellous grace of God in finding out

a Saviour, and a great one, to fave the little city ; and,

behold, The grace of the Lord Jefus Chrifi, that though

he was great and rich, yet, for our fakes he became poor ;

and in the capacity of a poor man, though yet infinitely

wife, being God as well as man, he delivered the city,

and
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and raifed the (lege. O fee and admire his wifdom, by

which he delivered the city !

4. Hence fee the matchiefs ingratitude of the vifible

church, where fuch a great deliverance is wrought; that

no man mould remember the jfcor wife man ; that they

fhould be guilty of fuch univerfal oblivion. Unbelief

difcovers itfelf by unmindfulnefs ; the life of faith is a

life of fpiritual remembrance : but unbelief appears by

forgetfulnefs : by faith we remember Chrift, but by un-

belief we forget him, and all his ads of kindnefs and

love, though a Handing miniftry be appointed to help

our memory ; and, Oh ! what a horrid ingratitude is it

to forget him that minded us ? Forgetfulnefs is the fpring

of that deluge of atheifm and wickednefs that over-runs

the world, and the prefent generation
;
people forget

God and Chrift. If men did but remember there is a

God in heaven, that notices what they do, they could

not praclife as they do : men have their minds lb funk

in a prefent world, that they mind no other world ; they

forget him that came to redeem from this prefent

evil world, and to provide a better : while we mind only

earthly things we negled the great falvation, and the

great Saviour and Deliverer.

5. Hence fee what is here inferred, ver. 16. that wif-

dom is better than ftrength : Chrift is frequently here, and

in the Proverbs represented under the name of Wifdom ;

and fu rely the wifdom of Chrift is better than the ftrength

of man ; better than the ftrength of carnal policy ; bet-

ter than the ftrength of human reafon ; better than the

ftrength of armies : yet the poor man's wifdom is de-

fpifed, and his words are not heard ; Chrift is defpifed,

and his gofpel neglected and rejected.

Ufe 2. Let us then apply this doctrine for lamentation

over the befieged city
;

particularly the church of Scot-

land. Let us take a view of the church, and then of

the profelTors therein.

Firft, Of the church of Scotland, more generally as

a city befieged, and a city delivered ; and yet a city moit

ungrateful and unmindful of the Deliverer.

ifl, As a city many times, and many ways befieged,

X x 2 efpecially
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efpecially by the devil and his inftruments ; whom God,
in righteouihefs,fufFered to vex and difturb the city, and

build great bulwarks againft it.

I might here begin with the firfl foundation-ftone, laid

in the church of Scotland, more than 1600 years ago,

even a few years after Chrift's afcenfion, when God, by

means of perfecution, fent Chriftians and gofpel-profef-

ibrs firfl: among us ; and we were, in a literal fenfe, a lit-

tle city ?in<\few men in it. How many great bulwarks

of pagan darknefs, and heathen idolatries, were built in

opposition to the little city, and the little flock that were

the followers of Chrift, when there was here a temple

for Apollo, and there a temple for Diana ; one for Ju-

piter, and another for Juno ; one for Mercury, and a-

nother for Venus ; one for the Sun, and another for

the Moon ; one for this god and goddefs, and another

for that ; and alfo many temples for the devil, for offer-

ing fo many bloody inhuman facrifices upon ? We may
think, how could the little city ftand when furrounded

with fuch great bulwarks againft it.

I might go forward to the fifth century, when the lit-

tle city was firfl formally befieged, and the great bul-

ward of popijh darknefs, and anti-chriftian fuperftition

built againft it. When Palladius was fent from the

Pope of Rome to Scotland, the little city did hold out

againft Rome, for a long time, but the fiege continued

againft the city for no lefs than ten centuries ; for, from
the time of Palladius, to the Reformation, was about a

thoufand years ; for, till the fifteenth century, the little

city was covered with that dark cloud, over-run, oppref-

fed, and almoft wholly deftroyed ; only amidft thefe dif-

mal days, God had his witneffes, from time to time,

that teftified againft Rome, and hell, even when they

were carrying all before them.
Again, I might defcend to later times, when the little

city was again attacked, and had the great bulwark of
prelatical tyranny, and arbitrary power built againft it

;

when the inhabitants of the city were hunted, purfued
;

yea, perfecute to death, imprifoned, fined, confined,

banifhed, martyred and murdered, becaufe of their ad-

hering to the rights and royalties of the glorious Lord
and
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and King of the city. Once and again the city was thus

molefted before the late Revolution : and many witneffes

are yet living, that can atteft the grievous trials of the

late reigns f.

Further, I might here obferve how the city has been

befieged and attacked feveral ways in our own time, and
within our remembrance, as well as at this prefent time

;

partly without doors, by late foreign invafions, and a

late unnatural rebellion *, wherein a popifh faction have

attempted to ruin the city in all her molt valuable and
facred concerns ; and thofe attempts favoured, under-

hand, by parliamentary acls, tolerating errors, and re-

ftoring patronages ; and partly within doors, while un-

natural citizens feek in a manner to fap the foundations

thereof.

QunST. Who are thefe zvithin the little citv that di-

sturb the peace, and deftroy the foundations of the city.

Answ. Surely, if there be any party within the city,

that are thieves and robbers, not coming in by the

doors and gates of the city, but climbing up fome other

way ; if there be who leek themfelves, and not the wel-

fare of the city ; or, that lift up hammers and axes a-

gainft the carved work, the doctrine, worihip, difcipline,

and government of the city ; if there be any that (land

not to condemn gofpeUtruth, and tolerate damnable errors ;

if there be any that ftand not to offend the generation of
the righteous, and to wound the citizens, and finite them,
and take away the vail from them ; if there be any that

violently thrujl in paflors upon congregations, or officers

upon the city over the belly of the citizens, and that dif-

courage a holy and pious fet of officers, and encourage
a loofe, legal, erroneous, and fcandalous fet ; thefe are

furely the dijlurbers of the peace of the city; thefe are

building up great bulwarks agctinit. it.

idly, Take a view of the church of Scotland not on-
ly as a city befieged, but as a city hitherto delivered by
the wifdom of the poor wife man, the glorious Lord
Jefus Chrift.

f Alluding particularly to the twenty-eight years perfecution,
under Charles II. and James VII. between^ 65c and 1668.

* Our Author here has his eye probably upon the intended invafi-

on by France, in favours of the Pretender, Anno 1708, and upon
,
the actual invafion and Rebellion in the year 17 15.
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By his wifdom he delivered the city, firft from pagan-

ifm : not only did he make the gofpel take footing in

Scotland, in thefe early times of Chriflianity, fo quickly

after the refurreclion of Chrift, that fome reckon he was
not fifteen years, in heaven, tell he fent the gofpel to

Scotland ; and about fifteen thereafter, fent another

drove of Chriftians, flying before the fecond primitive

perfecution to our land, becaufe they heard the gofpel

was received there : But alfo, in the two hundred and
third year of Chrift, fet up a Chriftian king, Donald the

firft, who eftablifhed Chriflianity by law ; and broke
down the bulwarks of paganifm, that were fupported

by the Bards, and Druids, and Pagan priefts. This

deliverance he effected by little and little, till heathen

idolatry was abolifhed.

Again, By his wifdom he remarkably delivered the

city, at the glorious Reformation from Ropery, and black

tntichrijlian fuperflition. He turned back our long thou-

fand years captivity, as flreams in the fouth, and made

light to jhine out of darknefs, by raifing up burning and
finning lights, holy, wife, and zealous inftruments, for

beginning, carrying no, and advancing that glorious

work, and that in a way of Solemn, National Covenant-

ing, from time to time ; in which courfe, the Lord gave
fignal evidences of his gracious prefence and counte-

nance.

Again, By his wifdom he mercifully delivered the

city at the late remarkable Revolution, wherein he gave

us more than a little reviving in our bondage, that we
were under unto Prelacy and tyranny ; and put an op-

portunity in our hands of advancing reformation-work,

more than we had heart and courage to do, at that pe-

riod. But yet, though the glory of thefecond temple, was
net equal to the glory ofthejirft ; I mean, the Revolution

far inferior to the Reformation
;

yet. it was fuch a glo-

rious work of, God, in delivering the city from thefe

that fought the utter ruin thereof, that multitudes in

this generation, have feen the glory of God in his fanc-

tuary, and been brought to enjoy the privileges and
immunities of the city of God ; in fo much, that fome
have thought, that as many have fhared of the bleiled

fruits
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fruits of this happy Revolution, within thefc forty years

pad, though in a more diffufed way through the whole
nation, as fhared formerly of the blefled fruits of the for-

mer Reformation, in a more confined way at remarkable
times and places, when the fpirit was poured out upon
great multitudes at once. Whatever be in this, yet, we
have reafon to put a remark upon the wifdom, power,
and grace of our glorious Deliverer.

Finally', By his wifdom he has from time to time, and
even hitherto, delivered the city, not only from invqfions

and infurreclions that threatened the ruin of the church
and ftate, and reducing of us unto popifh bondage, and
antichriflian darknefs : but fo far has he delivered the

city alfo, even from dijlurbers and deftroyets within the

city, that gofpel light is yet mining among us, and we
have yet acceis to pure gofpel ordinances : we are yet

allowed, in peace, to keep our folemn feafts ; we have
Sabbath upon Sabbath, fermon upon fermon ; Precent

upon precept, and line upon line ; and whatever diforders

bave been, and do take place in the city, hitherto fome
teftimony has been kept up j and, I hope, he has re-

ferved to himielf a wreftling remnant in Scotland, both
minifters and people, that have occafion to fay, by re-

flection, on all the deliverances he has hither granted,

as it is, Pfal. exxiv. 1,—4. Had not the Lord been on
our fide , when men rofe up againft us, they had/wallowed
us up quick : the waters had overwhelmed us, and the proud
waters had gone over our fouls. Thus we may view it

as a! delivered city.

3^/y, We may look upon this church as a city mofr.

ungrateful and unmindful of her Deliverer : and this is

the great caufe of all the diforders, divifions, and con-
fufions, all the troubles and diftreffes, that befal the

city ; No man remembered the fame poor man. We are

univerfally unbelieving and unmindful ; forget' to ren-

der the praiies due to the Deliverer : we have no due
confideration of what God has done for us ; no deep
impreflion of his wonderful mercy ; no practical remenir
brance of his favour ; his goodnefs has not led us to re-

pentance. No wonder that many defolations are to be
feen in the city ; for, many times Chrifl lias faici to us,

as
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as to Jerufalem, How often would I have gathered thy

children under my wings, as a hen doth her chickens, and

ye would not f therefore , behold, your houfe is left deflate.

No man remembered the poor wife man
t
who is the great

Deliverer of the city.

Where is the man that remembers duiy the great de-

liverance that God gave to Scotland at theJirji plantation

of the gofpel, when he payed fuch an early vifit to us,

when we were nothing but a pack of blind pagans, when
we were worshipping nothing but flocks, and itones, and
devils ? Where is the man that remembers the great

deliverance he wrought for us at the glorious Reformation^

when he threw down the bulwarks of popery, fo many
ages after he had demolished the bulwarks of paganifm ?

"Where is the man that remembers the merciful delive-

rance wrought for us at the Revolution, (for, I confine

myfelf to the moll known and remarkable periods ;) the

fruits of which deliverance we yet enjoy (under the in-

fluence of a peaceful prince, whofe royal family's fuc-

ceffion to the throne was interwoven with that remark-

able period ;) which goodnefs and mercy of our great

and glorious Deliverer, we ought to remember as long as

we enjoy thefe gofpel ordinances in peace and freedom,

and without fear of outward hoftile difturbance, fuch as

the followers of Chrift met with in former reigns, before

the faid merciful Revolution ? Again, where is the man
that remembers the many, many other particular deli-

verances, former and later, that this land has been fa-

voured with ? And, how many a time he has beat down
the great bulwarks of hell, againft the little city ?

Oh ! ungrateful Scotland ! How have we forgotten

our folemn covenanted allegiance to our glorious Deliver-

er ! We, again and again, fwore with uplifted hands to

be for him and his truth, and to defend the doclrine,

worfhip, difcipline, and government of his houfe, ac-

cording to the fcripture pattern, in oppofition to all er-

rors and antichriftian corruptions whatsoever. What evi-

dences have we given of our ungratitude and forgetful-

nefs, that, inflead of remembering thefe national en-

gagements, we have, in many inftances, contradicted

our covenanted allegiance, and deferted our covenanted

prin-
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principles, broken, burnt, and buried our covenants

!

Do we thus requite the Lord, foolijh and unwi/ef What
ingratitude appears towards our Deliverer in the en-

croachments made upon the rules of God's word, which

we fwore to walk by ? and to the conftitution of this

church, which our reformers declared to be founded

thereupon, in the robbing God's people of the right to

chufe their own paftors ; a right to which our church,

by her books of difcipline, afiert to belong to them, by
the warrant of God's word ? But our defection and re-

ceflion from the good old way in that matter, lias come
to a height, by feveral fteps : to me this receffion feems

to have been commenced in the affembly 1649, confirm-

ed and advanced in the parliament 1690, and now fome

way confummate and compleated in the prefent year

1732, fo as it never was before by any deed of the

church *.

* That the origin of Patron tge flowed from the papal chair, is granted.by
every one; that it hath been a heavy burden on the church, and productive

of the moft direful confequences, is abundantly notour; that it never did com-
port with prefbytcry, but was always incompatible thereto, is evident, from
its being frequently abolifhed when prefbyttry had the afcendant ; that it hath

always, fince the Reformation, been looked upon as an intolerable yoke and
infupportable grievance in the church of Scotland, is maniftrft, from the many
appearances (lie hath made againft it, and attempts ufed to get rid of it.

—This is not at all furpriling, feeing it is contrary to the facred Volume,
and inconfiftent with our Standards. That Patronage is neicher agreeable

to the rule of God's word, nor to the apoftolic practice, is apparent from

Acts i. 13, z6. vi. 3. viii. 14. xiii. 3. xiv. 23. xvi. 9. 1 John iv. 1. and
2 John ver. 10. That it is inconfiftent with our Standards, is plain from the

Second Book of Difcipline, Chap. xii. Par. 10, 11. How criminally guilty

then mud both the Pre/enters and Accepters of prefentations be ?—Tbe Pre-
senters of prefentations mud be highly culpable, fmce they are diametrically

oppofite to the facred cannon, contrary to reafon itfelf, the practice of'the pri-

mitive and pureft ages of the church ; a plain incroachment upon the natural

rights of mankind, and the laws of free focicties; a cruel oppreffion upon fo-

cieties of men, who duly value their immortal fouls; and opens a door for a

corrupt and lax miniftry to enter into the church.—The Accepters cannot

but be highly guilty, becaufe, if the Patron is guilty of a linful ufurpation over

the church of God, and fpoiling and robbing her of her juft rights and privi-

leges to choofe her own officers and overfeers, then the Accepter becomes part-

ner with him, approving him in his fin, homologating his ufurped power, en-

courages and hardens him in his guilt. Betides, the Accepter acts contrary to

the known principles of Prtfbyterians, and their own engagements; fatlly pre-

judges the fuccefs of the gofpel, and their own miniftry ; incrc.ifcs the prejudices

of the people againft themfclves ; and opens a door to many di'mal evils, as

Simoniacal pactions, unchriftian contentious in judicatories, oppreffive con-

cufTions in parifhes, vexatious profecutions, and. fcandalous intrufions ; which

is ftill the more uncountable, in regard they have it in their power by an act

17 19, to render Patronage abortive, by rejecting the prefentation. From

Vol. V. Y y Again,
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Again, what ingratitude do we manifeft towards our

Deliverer in our forgetting and neglecYmg to appoint na-

tional thank/giving days, for the many mercies and deli-

verances that God, from time to time gave, and national

faft-days and humiliation-days for our national guilt

;

particularly, in this univerfal fin of not remembering

our Deliverer and deliverance, but cafting all his good-

nefs behind our backs ? What ingratitude are we charge-

able with in not improving gofpel light yet continued

with us ?

How guilty are we in not remembering God, and the

righieoufnefs of God, amidft all the evils that befel the

little city ? for, Is there evil in the city, and I have not

done it, faith the Lord? Though we cannot juftify any

treacherous Judas, who betrays Chrift and his truth

;

nay, nor vindicate any timorous Peters, who, under

fome temptation, may deny Chrift and his caufe at a

time ; nor ought to juflify any wicked inftruments of the

difpeace, deftru&ion, and difturbance of the city ', yet

we ought to juftify God in all that does befal us, and

acknowledge his righteoufnefs ; for, Have we not fro-

cured thefe things unto our/elves, in that we have forfaken

the Lord our God, the Deliverer of the city ? Jer. ii. 17.

Our own wickednefs doth correel us, and our hackflidings

reprove us. We have not rightly improven the liberties

and privileges of the city, that fometimes we have en-

joyed ; therefore, God juftly fuffers us to be a city rob-

bed and fpoiled, rent and difturbed. Let us not, there-

fore, rail upon minifters, aflemblies, judicatories, or

inftruments. We ought not to bring a railing accufati-

on againft the devil himfelf, but rather fay, The Lord
rebuke thee : the Lord rebuke the devil and his inftru-

tlie above hint, the conduct of the afTembly 173a, in appending, by their a&,
fuch a ian&ion to Patronage, mud appear vaflly Orange ; a fan&ion unparal-
leled by any precceding affembly. That thefe who fhould be the guardians of
the church's rights and liberties, and who ought to contribute the utmoft of
their endeavours to maintain them, and embrace: every opportunity, to be quit
of any incroachments made upon them, fhould themfelves wreath a yoke about
the necks of difciples, which neither they nor their forefathers were able to bear,
how amazing! how inconfiftent !—As the arbitrary proceedings of the afTembly
in this matter, was one of the principal grounds that gave rife to the Seceffion,

it was judged proper to give this fhort hint, that that affair may appear in its

pioper li^ht. See above, p. 304.

ments
$



Ser.LXXXIII. and delivered by Christ. 359

ments ; the Lord rebuke an erroneous fpirit ; the Lord

rebuke a backfliding fpirit ; the Lord rebuke the inftru-

ments of the church's calamity. The Lord is righteous,

for we have finned. Say not fuch and fuch perfons have

brought ruin upon the church ; for, it is you and I, by

our fins, that have provoked God to do it, and will

provoke him to more terrible wrath, if we be not hum-

bled for our fins ; and particularly for our not remem-

bering duly our Lord Jefus, the Deliverer of the city.

But now,
Secondly, To forbear any further about the public,

and clofe with what more particularly concerns every one

of us, how may we lament our forgetfulnefs of Chriji f

Though his name be as ointment pouredforth, we do not

remember his love, his precepts, his promife, provi-

dence, and ordinances. How is this evident ? Alas !

when do we fit down and admire him, and his works of

redeeming love f If you fee a curious peace of art, how
are you" aftonifhed ? and yet how little filled with won-

der at what God has done ! We may pofe the con-

ferences of fome, whether they ever fat down, a quarter

of an hour, all their life-time, full of wonder at the great

deliverance Chrift hath wrought for finners ?—Again,
when do you trumpet forth the deliverance that Chrift

hath wrought, and declare to others what Chrift hath

wrought for you, or for his church ? This is the ex-

ercife of the faints, with a charming accent, to cry out,

Thou art glorious in holinefs, fearful in praifes, excellent

in working, doing wonders.—Again, when do you medi-

tate upon him, and upon what he has done for you, and

the church, the little city ? This is the exercife of the

faints that remember him ; My meditation of hifnfhall be

fweet. Alas ! we all want confideration ; The ox know-

eth his owner, and the afs his majler's crib, but my people

do not know, Ifrael doth not confidcr. Confider how fin-

ful and provoking this evil of forgetfulnefs is, and the

hurtfulnefs of it : it is a manifeft contempt not to re-

member or regard the operation of his hand. If a fkil-

ful artift fhould fpend half his time in making a curious

piece of work, and bring it to you, and you mould un-

dervalue it, how highly might the man be oflended?
' Y y 2 How
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How much more may God be offended when you forget

his works ! God has fpent fix days in the work of cre-

ation, near fix thoufand years in the work of providence,

and as much time, yea, an eternity itfelf, in the work
of redemption ; and mall we forget and undervalue all ?

What a manifeft contempt is this of God, and his Chrift

!

It is alfo horrid unthankful nefs, that he mould work for

us. and work in us, and we never think upon it. It is

a defeating the defign of his work. His defign is, that

we may fee his attributes mining in his works of grace

and mercy, in which fo many wonders mine : wonder-

ful wifdom, wonderful power, wonderful holinefs, won-
derful juflice, wonderful mercy, wonderful truth. His

defign is, that his doings may be incentives to duty in

us, and thatwTe may publifTi his doings to pofterity ; but,

by forgetfulnefs, we endeavour to defeat all his defigns.

This forgetfulnefs is the mother of apoftacy. If we for-

get our duty, we forfake our duty ; if we forget God,
we forfake God, and depart from him. This forget-

fulnefs provokes God : when the city forgets what he

hath done for it, this provokes God to do no more for

the city. It provokes God, inftead of works of deliver-

ance and mercy, to work fome work of judgment, and

to perform a ftrange work. If we forget God, we pro-

voke him, by the law of retaliation, to forget us : yea,

total forgetfulnefs of God brings on univerfal ruin ; The
wicked foall be tamed into hell, and all the nations that

forget God.

Ufe 3. We might apply this doctrine for trial. Hence
you may try your date. If you be in a fafe flate, then,

1

.

You will be like a little city ; you will be very little

in your own eyes ; a poor helplefs creature in your own
efleem.

2. You have feen yourfdf befieged ; you have feen

yourfelf to be under the wrath of God, under the pow-
er of the devil, under the dominion of fin and death :

you have feen great bulwarks built up againil you,

which it was impoffible for you to bring down ; and
that you were undone for ever unlefs you met with a

Deliverer.

3- ff
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3. If your (late be fafe you have a view ofChrifl,

the Deliverer and Saviour
;
you have got a view of him

as a man, a God-man, a poor man, a poor but wife

man, a man found out of God for this work. Have
you feen him to be the wifdom of God, and the power of

God? And have you feen the wifdom of God mining

in his delivering the city, by fatisfying the juflice of

God, deftroying the works of the devil, giving himfelf

a facrifice for fin, and, by death, delivering from the

fling of death, and fo the wifdom of God in deftroying

the bulwarks that were built againft you ?

4. Have you been brought to the believing rememberance

of him, to a daily rememberance of him ; and are you
afflicted that you remember him fo little ? But your er-

rand to a communion-table was to remember him, and
what he hath done for you ; and is it your defire and
endeavour to remember him (till, and to remember his

love more than wine ; and to remember to live on him,

and to live to him ?

life 4. 1 would now clofe with a word of exhortation.

1. That you would come to Chrifl the Deliverer of the

city. O finner ! while you are without Chrift you are

in a dangerous cafe
;
you are like a little city, having

great kings againft you, erecting great bulwarks againft

you.— God's bulwarks are fet againft you; his juftice,

his wrath, his curfe, his vengeance ; how can you efcape ?

Are you able to fight againft God?—The devil's bul-

warks are againft you ; and you cannot ftand againft

his temptations ; he will tempt you to fin till he turn

you to hell, if he get his will of you.— 67/z's bulwarks

are againft you ; the guilt of fin, the power of fin you
ly under : fin will prefs you to hell if you be not deliver-

ed.

—

Death's bulwarks are againft you ; how foon you
{hall die is uncertain

;
perhaps it may be this night, or

to-morrow, or the next day ;
you know not precifely :

but come death when it will, if it meet you out of Chrift,

it will have a ten ible fting, a terrible train of woes and

miferies to all eternity ; the firft death will be followed

with the fecond death, which is the lake which burns

with fire and brimflcne, Rev. xxi. 8. And therefore, O
(inner

!
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iinner ! flee from the wrath to come ; flee for refuge to

Chrift the Deliverer.

Will you come to the God-man for deliverance? Will

you inlift yourfelf with the poor wife man ? Will you go

with this man f You have no wifdom to deliver your-

felves, no more than you have power ; but he, by his

wifdom, delivers the city. Though you have been play-

ing the fool all your days, and though you be never fuch

a witlefs fool, this man minds you ; here is wifdom to

deliver you : He is made of God to you wifdom. By his

wifdom he fatisfied God's juflice ; by his wifdom he de-

feat the devil ; by his wifdom he deftroyed fin ; by his

wifdom he conquered death. O take on with the Deli-

verer, and you have the deliverance ; for, he that is the

Saviour is the falvation of finners. Though you can

do nothing, it needs be no flop to you, for wifdom can

do all for you. O be content that you be nothing, and

that he by his wifdom be all to you, and do all for you.

It is a leading part of faith to know that you cannot fave

or deliver yourfelves, and to welcome the Saviour and

falvation brought to your hand ; and believingly to re-

member what he has done for you, and what he is ready

to do to you. Say not, there (lands fo many things in

the way ; darknefs, deadnefs, hardnefs, unbelief, en-

mity, and innumerable evils that you need to be deli-

vered from ; for it is his office to deliver the city, to de-

liver the foul from all thefe bulwarks of hell ; fince he

by his infinite wifdom offers to deliver, put all the work
in his wife and powerful hands.

2. I would exhort you to remember the Deliverer; let

it not be his complaint, No man remembered the poor wife

man. O remember him that remembered you in your

low eflale ; that remembered you from eternity ; that

remembered you when he was upon the crofs ; that re-

members you now in heaven, when he entercedes for

you at the Father's right-hand ; for, he ever lives to make

intercejfion ; and is he ever remembering you, and will

you never remember him ? Remember what he has

done for you ; believe all that ever he did was for you

;

his works of creation, providence, and redemption are

on your account. You have an intcreft in all his works

:

there-
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therefore, do not forget his works. Confider, that he
remembers you when you forget him. Yea, when you
forget yourfelf; Zion /aid, The Lord hath forgotten mc

:

but the Lord faid, Can a women forget her fucking child

\

that fhe fhould not have compajfion on the fin of her womb t

Yea, they may forget ,
yet will I not forget thee.

We mail now mut up the whole difcourfe by giving

you two direclions.

1. O feek the Holy Ghoft to be your Remembrancer;
fome on hearing the word have committed it to the Lord
by fervent prayer, that he would keep it for them ; and
that fame very word has been brought home to their

hearts, with unfpeakable pleafure in the day of their

darknefs. The Spirit of God is the bell Remembrancer

;

feek he may teach you all things, and bring all things to

your remembrance,

2. Seek for a new look of Chrifl : Chrifl looked upon
Peter, and then Peter remembered Chrifl and his word.
A look of Chrill will make you remember your fin with

grief and forrow. O fiudy a perpetual rememberance
of him, fo as never to forget him and his kindnefs ; and
a practical rememberance of him, fo as though you can-

not remember him, fo as to mind all that he fays, yet

you may remember to do what he fays, and to glorify

your Deliverer with your hearts, lips, and lives. Re-
member what great things he has done for the little city,

and what great things he has yet to do. Wait on him
till he finiih his work.

SERMON
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SERMON LXXXIV.

The Li* m b in the midft of thsThrone*

R e v. vii. 1 7.

For the Lamb that is in the midft of the throne Jhall

feed them.

WE are met this day to celebrate the memorials of

the love of Chrift, in his death and crucifixion,

upon mount Calvary. And that our faith may look to

him in the belt light, and to the bed advantage, we
are to remember, not only where he once was, but

where he now is : and we will find, we need not be afham-

ed of a crucified Chrift that was once upon the crofs, for

now he is upon the throne. The Lamb that was (lain,

as a facrifice to fatisfy divine juftice for us, the once dy-

ing Lamb in the midft of the crofs, is now the ever-

living Lamb in the midft of the throne. And from this

throne of God, where he reigns, we expect our food

and provifion upon the feail-day ; according to the

words of the text, The Lamb, which is in the midft

of the throne Jhall feed them

From the 1 3th verfe of this chapter we have a de-

fcription of the honour and happinefs of thefe that mall

faithfully ferve, and patiently fuffer for the Lord Jefus

Chrift. Some interpreters think, that the happinefs of

* This fermon was preached immediately before the celebration

of the facrament of the Lord's fupper, at Dunfermline, June 10/^,

1733. ^ kat& undergone fix imprcffions.

the
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the faints militant, even in this world, is here defcribed

;

fome, that it is only the happinefs of the faint trium-

phant in heaven ; others, make this place of fcripture

relate to both, and with thefc efpecially I join ; becaufe,

whatever honour and happinefs of fuftering faints is here

fet forth, they enjoy the fame partly in this life, and
fully in the life to come, as may appear by the particu-

lars here mentioned.

The happy perfons are fpoken of, ver. 14th, T'hefe

are they that have come out ofgreat tribulation. Whatever
relation fome think this may have to the church of

Chrift on earth, after they have efcaped the antichrifti-

an bloody perfecution ; or as others, to the martyrs in

heaven that have fuffered unto death for the Lord Je-

fus Chrift
;

yet it may be faid of ail the militant faints,

who, through much trouble, enter into the kingdom of

heaven, and therein are conformed to their fullering

Head, the Lord Jefus Chrifl, and hear about in their

body the dying of the Lord Jefus* Many are the afflictions

of the righteous t hut the Lord delivers them out of them all.

It may be faid of all the faints, Thefe are they that have
come from trouble to reft, from bondage to liberty, from
death to life, and have waffled their robes, and made them

•white in the blood of the Lamb. The perfection of this pu-

rity they have in heaven ; but even here on earth they

are wafhed in the blood of Chrift, and clothed with the

white robe of his imputed and imparted righteoufnefs.

Verfe 15th, Therefore are they before the throne of
God, and ferve him day and night in his temple : and he

that fitteth on the throne Jhall dwell among them. This
feems to be a further defcription of the happinefs of
the faints both militant and triumphant ; as they are

happy,

1. In their fate, being waffled, jufifed, and faneli-

fied, in the name of the Lord Jefus y and by the Spirit of
their God.

2. They are happy in then' fation, being always be-

fore the throne of God. The glorified faints in heaven
are always in that prefence where there \s fulnefs ofjoy :

and the fanclified ones upon earth have this bleffmg alfo

beftowed upon them, they are faid ioft with him in hea-

Vo l. V, Z z venly
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venly places ; and it is their daily work to come boldly

to the throne ofgrace. Again,

3. They are happy in their fervice ; for, they ferve

him day and night in his temple. Though thefe that are

in heaven ferve him without weaknefs or wearinefs,

which we cannot here do
;
yet it is the property of all

the true circumcifion to wor/hip God in the Spirit, and

in truth, and to pray without ceajing ; meditating on his

law day and night, and going to the altar ofGod ; to God
in Chrift, the true fpiritual temple.

4. They are happy in their company ; for, He thatfits

upon the throne fhall dwell among them. This points out

friendfhip, fellowmip, and familiarity between God and the

redeemed ; which alfo Chrift allows to the militant faints

in part, when, upon opening the door of their heart, he
comes in andflips with them, and they with him, Rev. iii. 20.

And they are in cafe to fay, 'Truly our fellowfhip is

with the Father, and with his Son Jfus Ghrift, 1 John i. 3.

Yea, God fays, / will dwell in them, and walk in them,

and will be their God, and they fhall be my people.

5. They are happy in their freedom ; they mail be
freed from all want, and all uneafmefs. From all want ;

for, They fhall hunger no more, neither fhall they thirjl

any more : for this freedom will be perfected in heaven,

as it is commenced on earth ; as the prophet fays, fpeak-

ing of Chriit's fpiritual kingdom, Ifa. xlix. 10. They

fhall not hunger nor thirjl, &c. Hence fays Chrift, John
vi. 35. He that comes to me fhall never hunger, and he

that believeth in me fhall never thirjl ; pointing out the

fpiritual pleafure and fatisfacYion they mail have, and
never be altogether deprived of. From all uneafmefs alfo

fhall they be freed : Neither fhall thefun light on them, nor

any heat ; or, as it is in the forcited Ifa. xlix. 10. Nei-

ther fhall the heat norfun finite them. The redeemed above

are perfectly freed from all uneafmefs : and even the re-

deemed on earth, according to the meafure of faith,

fuch will be their meafure of eafe, even amidfl all things

that tend to make them uneafy. Chrift fays to them,

Fear not only believe ; Fear not, 1 am with you ; Fear

not him that can at moll but kill the body ; The very hairs

ofour head are all numbered ; you may be perfeclly eafy.

Nothing
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Nothing is more uneafy than the fun in the meridian re-

gions ; fo are afflictions and perfecutions to the faints,

and the temptations they are attacked with from earth

and hell ? But God is faithful, fays the apoftle, who will

not fuffer you to be tempted above what ye are able, but will

with the temptation alfo make a way to efcape
}

that you may

be able to bear it, 1 Cor. x. 12.

6. They are happy in their provifion ; becaufe the

Lamb that is in the midft of the throne, fball feed them :

hence he is faid to feed his flock like a fhepherd. The

feeding here fpoken of, imports alfo rule and government,

fuch as a fhepherd hath over his flock. It is in the be-

lieving view of the provident loving Shepherd, the

pfalmifl fays, The Lord is my Shepherd, Ifhall not want,

Pfal. xxiii. 1.

7. They are happy in their direclion and conducl ; in

their director, guide, and conductor : He fhall lead them

unto living fountains of waters. Now, of thefe living wa-

ters the Lord Jefus fpeaks, as they refpect even his peo-

ple in this world, John iv. 14. and vii. 38. The zuater

that I give, fhall be in him a well of water fpringing up

to everlafling life ; and, Out of his belly fhallflow rivers

of living waters. By thefe they have matter of comfort

amidfl all their croffes. Hence,

8. They are here faid to be happy in their joys ; for,

GodJhall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; that is, all

their griefs and forrows fhall be fwallowed up in the ful-

nefs of joy and confolation that mall be abundantly al-

lowed them. The commencement of this joy is even

here, amidfl all the troubles and trials of the militant

faints ; For behold, fays God, I create Jerufalem a rejoic-

ing and her people a joy, and the voice of weeping fhall be

no more heard, Ifa. lxv. 18. And hence they are fome-

times filled with joy and peace in believing; yea, with joy

unfpeakable andfull ofglory.

It is the firft part of this lad verfe that I have efpcci-

ally my eye upon
;

particularly, that defcription of our

Lord Jefus Chrift, which the commentators, I have con-

futed, pafs over more flightly than I expected, namely,

The Lamb which is in the midft of the throne. Where we

have our Lord Jefus defcribed, 1. From his meeknefs and

Z z 2 humility;
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humility ; therefore he is called the Lamb. 2. From his

inajefty and authority ; he is the Lamb in the midft ef the

throne. What benefit accrues to his church, from his

meek and majeftic government, fellows in the reft of

the verfe, which, if I have time, I may a little infill: up-

on. But what I efpecially propofe to fpeak to, as the

Lord may-aflift, is, from the fweet account given us

here of our Lord Jefus. And this we fhall eflay in the

following doctrinal propofition.

Oeserv. That our Lord Jefus Chrift is the Lamb in

the midfl of the throne.

And, as the pfalmift fays, Ffal. exxi. 1. I will lift up

mine eyes unto the hills, from whence comes my help ; fo

let us lift up our eyes to the throne from whence comes
our food to-day: and we may the more readily and joy-

fully do fo, that the Lamb is in the midft of the throne, to

be the feeder. That I may open and apply this doctrine

for our benefit, I propofe the following method,

I. Speak a little of the Lamb.
II. Of the throne.

III. How the Lamb comes to be upon the throne.

IV. What is imported in the Lamb's being in the

midst of the throne.

V. Confider the benefit of feeding, that iflues from
the Lamb's being in the midft of the throne.

VI. Deduce fome inferences for application.

I. We are to offer a word concerning the Lamb.
This is a name frequently given to our Lord Jefus in

fcripture : and he is fo called, both becaufe of his im-

maculate whitenefs and innocency, and becaufe of his

incomparable meeknefs and patience : he is a Lamb
without blemijh, and without fpot, 1 Pet. i. 19.; and his

meeknefs was matchlefs, of which more afterward : he
is the Lamb of God, the worthy Lamb, the Lamb that

wasjlain.

I fliall only here mention four periods wherein he is

reprefented as a Lamb.
1. In his defignation from the beginning, yea, from

all eternity, to be a facrifice to fatisfy divine juftice

:

hence,
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hence, Rev. xiii. 8. he is called the LambJIain from the

foundation of the world : ilain dccretively, in the purpofe

of God, before the foundation of the world was laid;

and (lain typically, in all the facrifices under the law.

2. In his manifefiation, when he appeared in our na-

ture, he is pointed out as the Lamb that was come to

be a facrifice for fin, John i. 29. Behold the Lamb of
God, that taketh away the fins of the world: and again,

ver. 2,6' Behold the Lamb of God. To this purpofe fays

the fame beloved difciple, 1 John hi. 5. Tcu know that

he was manifefled to take away our fins.

3. In his humiliation unto death, he is reprefented as

the meek and patient Lamb, Ads viii. 32. He was led

as a fheep to the flaughter ; and like a Lamb before his

fbearer, fo opened he not his mouth ; which are the words
of the prophet, Ifa. liii. 7. Thus faith the Lord, by the

prophet, chap. 1. 5, 6. He was not rebellious, neither

turned away back : 1 gave my back to the fmitter, and my
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair : I hid not my face

from floame andfpitting %

4. In his exaltation, or in his exalted Mate, he is in

fcripture reprefented as a Lamb
;

particularly, Rev. v. 6.

.And L beheld, and lo, in the midfl ofthe throne, and in the

midfl of the elders, flood a Lamb as it had been flain, hav-

ingfeven horns andfeven eves, which are the fevenfpirits

of God fent forth into all the earth. This is the fcripture

that our prefent text hath a reference unto : and there-

fore, concerning it you may obferve the defcription

given of this Lamb.
(1.) As the Lamb that is in the midfl of the throne ;

of which more afterwards. Only, you fee, in his ex-

alted ftate at the Father's right-hand, he is (till the

Lamb : change of place hath not made him change his

name, or nature : he took our human nature along

with him ; and he is (till the meek and lowly Lamb,
though he be upon the throne.

(2.) He is defcribed by being the Lamb flain ; a

Lamb as it had been flain. He appears with the marks
of his fufFerings upon him, to mew that he interceeds

in heaven in the virtue of his fatisfacYion ; becaufe he
entered the holy place by his own blood, Heb. ix. 12. And

the
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the virtue of the facrifice he offered is always frefh, as

if he were newly flain.

(3.) He is defcribed as a Lamb having/even horns ;

pointing out the perfection of his power to execute all

the will of God, and to conquer all his enemies. This

Lamb is the power of God.

(4.) He is defcribed as a Lamb having /even eyes;

pointing out the perfection of his wifdom, to underfland

all the will of God, and to do it in the molt effectual

manner. As he is the power of God, fo he is the wis-

dom of God; for he hath the Spirit of God above mea-

fare : therefore it is faid, The /even eyes are the feven

Spirits of God ; not feven in number or in nature, but

in refpecl: of the diverfity of the gifts and operations of

that one and eternal Spirit of God. This Lamb of God,
then, is he that hath the Spirit ofthe Lord God upon him,

for he hath anointed him ; and he is anointed, that he
may anoint. And, O may the Lamb, with the feven

eyes, look upon this aifembly, and give eyes to us to

fee his glory this day, that our hearts may join ifTue

with the heavenly company, Rev. v. 12. TVorthy is the

Lamb that was flain , to receive power, and riches, and

ivifdom, andfirength, and honour, and glory, andbleffing.

II. The next thing we propofed, was a word con-

cerning the throne. Here we would confider, what
for a throne it is, and why called a throne.

if}, What kind of a throne is it which the Lamb is

faid to be in the midfl of? We may anfwer, It is the

throne of God, Rev. xxii. 1, 3. There it is called the

throne of God and the Lamb. The throne of God is the

throne of the Lamb, and the throne of the Lamb is the

throne of God. It is the throne ofgrace, the throne of

glory, the throne of his holinefs, and the throne of his

jufiice.

1. It is called the throne of divme grace, Heb. iv. 16.

Let us come boldly to the throne ofgrace. Why fo ? becaufe
we have a High-priefl there ; the Lamb is in the midfl

of the throne. And, indeed the throne of grace is no-

thing elfe than a God in Chrift, a God reconciled in

Chrift,
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Chrift, a God upon a mercy-feat, fprinkled with the

blood of Chrift.

2. It is called the throne of divine glory, Jer. xiv. 21.

1)o not difgrace the throne of thy glory ; remember, break

not thy covenant with us. The prophet there fpeaks of

the temple, and the ark in it, the fymbol of God's pre-

fence ; which was typical of Chrift, in whom the cove-

venant of grace ftands faft : and fo it is called the throne

of glory, becaufe all the glory of God fhines about that

throne. As the grace of God is the glory of God, lb

all the glory of God fhines in the face of Jefus Chrift.

Therefore,

3. It is called a throne of divine holinefs, Pfal. xlvii. 8.

Godjitteth upon the throne of his holinefs. Holinefs be-

comes his houfe, holinefs becomes his throne, and ho-

linefs is his throne : there is nothing there, but the holy

God, the holy Lamb, the holy throne ; and they that

are about it, cry, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hofts,

Ma. vi. 3.

4. It is called the throne of his juftice, Pfal. Ixxxi. 14.

Juftice andjudgment are the habitation ofthy throne. And
Pfal. xcvii. 2. Clouds and darknefs are round about him,

yet righteoufnefs and judgment are the habitation of his

throne. His glorious and holy throne of grace ftands

firm upon the bafe and foundation of juftice fatisfied for

the finner, and judgment execute againft fin, in the

blood of the Lamb that is in the midft of the throne.

It is therefore no hindrance or impediment to our accefs

to the throne of grace, that it is alfo a throne of juftice ;

but rather a furtherance and encouragement, becaufe

there grace reigns through righteoufnefs unto eternal life by

'Jefus Chrift, Rom. v. 21. And, fince grace reigns there

through juftice-fatisfying righteoufnefs, why then, God
may with honour meet with finners, and there finners

may with hope draw near to God.—This is the throne

of God and the Lamb.
idly, Why is it called a throne? The place, in the

midft whereof the Lamb is, is called a throne, on thefe

accounts.

1. A throne is a place of powerful and majeflic glory*

honour, and dignity. Jefus Chrift, the Lamb, is fet in

the
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the midft of this place, crowned with glory and honour,

Heb. ii. 9. His Father crowned him King there, fay-

ing, Thy throne, God, is for ever and ever, Pfal. xlv. 6.

2. A throne is a place ofpower and authority, Chrift,

the Lamb, is fet in the midft of this throne ; for, All
pozver in heaven and earth is given to him, Mat. xviii. 18.

Alljudgment is committed to him ; and the government is

upon his Jhoulders.

3. A throne is a place of height and eminency. Chrift.,

the Lamb, is in the midft of this place ; Ifa. vi. 7. /
faw the Lord fitting upon a throne high and lifted up ;» and

his train filled the temple. His Father hath fet him on

the higheft throne ; he hath highly exalted him, and given

him a name above every name, Phil. ii. 9.

4. A throne is a place of plenty ; thence the royal

bounty is communicated. Chrift, the Lamb, is in the

midft of this place; hence it is faid, Col. i. 19. It plea-

fed the Father that in him fhould all fulnefs dwell ; and

again, In him are hid all the treafures ofwifdom and know-

ledge, all the treafures of grace ; and out of his fulnefs

we all receive, and grace for grace, John i. 16.

5. A throne is a place of beauty, as well as bounty

;

it is a beautiful and fplendid place. And to fee the

Lamb in the midft of the throne, is to fee the King in

his beauty, Ifa. xxxiii. 17. Strength is within his holy

place, and there doth beauty fhine ; there doth glory

mine.

6. In a word, a throne is a place of pleafure, peace,

joy, and triumph. The Lamb is in the midft of this

place : having afcended up on high, and led captivity cap-

tive, Pfal. Ixviii. 18. He fits triumphant upon the

throne, making all his enemies his footjlool. If he trium-

phed over them on the crofs, as it is faid, Col. ii. 15. how
much more does he triumph over them on the throne,

making all believers fharers of his joyful triumph !

III. The next thing I propofed was, To fhow how
the Lamb comes to be upon the throne. I mall tell you

in a few words, that he bargained for the throne, he

wrought for the throne, he fought for the throne, he died

for the throne.

1. The



Ser. LXXXIV. Midji of the Throne. 373

1. He bargained for the throne. In the counfel of

peace, betwixt the Father and the Son, it was promifed

to Chrift, that, upon his doing and fuffering for his

people, he fhould have a glorious throne, and a nume-
rous retinue : • that he fhould fee his feed, and fee the

travel of his foul, and be faiisfied, Ifa. liii. 10, 11. The
Lamb cries out, It is a bargain that 1 chearfully go in

to ? Lo, I come ; in the volume of thy book it is written

of me : / delight to do thy will, O my God; thy law is

within my heart, Pfal. xl. 7, 8. Hence fays the Father,

I have made a covenant with my chafen, Pfal. lxxxix. 3.

2. He wrought for the throne. According to the bar-

gain and covenant between the Father and him, he

brought in cverlajlin* righteoufnefs, D.m. ix. 24. ; he ful-

filled all righteoufnefs, Mat. ili - 15. And hence he claims

the crown and the throne ; / have glorified thee on earth,

I have finifhed the work thou gaveft me to do : j£nd nozv,

O Father, glorify thou me with thine own felf with the

glory I had with thee before the world was, John xvih 4, 5.

—Thus he wrought for the throne.

3. He fought for the throne. You may fee how he

fought, Ifa. lxiii. 1,^2, 3. Who is tbh that cometh from

Edo?n, with dyed garments from Bozrah : 'This thai is

glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatnefs of his

Jlrength f I that fpeak in righteoufnefs, mighty to fave,

Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel f and thy garments

like him that treadeth in the winefat? I have trodden the

wine-prefs alone, and of the people there was none with me:

for I zvill tread them in mine anger, and trample them in

myfury, and their blood /ball be fprrinkled upon my garments,

and I willftain all my raiment. And on this account

the Lamb fits upon a triumphant throne, having fpoiled

principalities and powers ; bruifed the head of the old fir-

pent ; defrayed the works of the devil ; and came oif the

field like a glorious conqueror. Therefore, the Lord

faid unto our Lord, Sit thou at my right-hand, Pfal. ex. 1.

In which pfalm you read both of the bloody battle, and

the glorious enthronement of the Lamb.
4. He died for the throne. Having drunk of the brook

in the way, therefore did he lift up the head, Pfal. ex. 7.

And, becaufe he became obedient unto the death, even the

Vol. V. A a a death
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death of the crofs ; therefore God hath highly exalted him,

and given him a name above every name, Phil. ii. 8, 9.

When he had the crofs upon his back, he had the throne

in his eye ; For thejoy that was fet before him, he endur-

ed the crofs, defpifing the fhame, and is now fet down at

the right-hand of the throne of God, Heb. xii. 2. And
thus, for the fuffering of death, he was crowned with glo-

ry and honour, chap. ii. 9.—Our faith then may fee and
be fatisfied how he came by the throne. But, for

widening and increafing faith's view of this enthrone-

ment, I proceed,

IV. To the next thing propofed, namely, To fhew
what may be imported in the Lamb's being in the midst
of the throne. And,

1. That the Lamb is in the midjl of the throne, fpeaks

forth the dignity of his perfon, his fupreme Deity, and
equality with the Father. Though, in his infinite love,

he thought it no difparagement, at his Father's call, to

make himfelf of no refutation, and take upon him the form

of afervant ; yet, being in the form of God, he thought it

no robbery to be equal with God, Phil. ii. 6. And his Fa-

ther thinks it no difparagement to him, to call even the

fuffering Lamb, the crucified Jefus, his fellow and e-

qual ; Awake, fword, again/I the man, that is myfellow,
Zech. xiii. 9. ; yea, to crown him King upon his ever-

lafting throne, faying to him, Thy throne, God, is for
ever and ever, Heb. i. 8. O Sirs, if the Chrift-difpa-

raging and foul-damning doclrine of Arians were true,

the Lamb would not be worthy of fuch a throne, far

lefs the midfl of the throne.

2. That the Lamb is in the midfl of the throne, im-

ports and fpeaks forth the height of his exaltation. Be-
lides the natural right as God, that Chrift hath to the

throne, he hath a donative right as Mediator, and be-

caufe, as Mediator, he hath brought in glory to God in

the higheft ; therefore, he is exalted to the higheil throne

that his Father can give him: I will make him my firft-,
born, higher than the kings of the earth, Pfal. lxxxix. 27.

And now, according to his promife, Let all the houfe of
Ifrael knozv affuredly, that God hath made the fame Jefus

that
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that zvas crucified, both Lord and Chrifl, Ads ii. 6. And
being now poflefled of the throne, he hath on his vefture

and on his thigh a name written, King of kings, and

Lord of lords ; and the rather that it is a fcarlet robe,

a veflure dipt in blood, Rev. xix. 13, 14. to fhow, that

it is the worthy Lamb that was {lain in the midft of the

throne.

3. That the Lamb is in the midft of the throne, im-

ports, I think, the perfeclion of his mediation, and ex-

actness thereof. O but this part of the throne be fit for

him, and he fit for it ! It well becomes him to be there
;

he is the middle perfon between the Father and the Ho-

ly Ghoft, and the middle perfon between God and man
;

and it well becomes him to have the middle part of the

throne. The Mediator and mids-man having the midft

of the throne, it fays, he is a perfect Mediator, a mer-

ciful and faithful High-prieft, Heb. ii. 17.; faithful to

God, and merciful to man ; true to both parties, be-

tween whom he (lands in the midft of the throne.

4. That the Lamb is in the midft of the throne, im-

ports the beautiful order and equity of his adminiflration.

As the government is upon his Jhoulders, fo it will be a

juft, righteous, and equal government : Behold, a Ring

jhall reign in righteoufnefs ; even the man that fhall be a

hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tempefl,

lfa. xxxii. 1. With righteoufnefs flyall he judge the poor,

and reprove with equity, for the meek of the earth. Righte-

oufnefs foalI be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulnefs the

girdle of his reins, lfa. xi. 4, 5. His adminiftration fhali.

be fo righteous and equal, that none (hall have occafion

to complain that he hath gone too far, either to the

right-hand or to the left-hand of the throne : no ;
he

will ever keep the midft of the throne ; and his govern-

ment, like his covenant, will be well-ordered in all

things.

, 5. That the Lamb is in the midft of the throne, im-

ports the acceffiblenefs of the throne of God on every

hand. The Lamb is upon the throne of God, and

therefore there is accefs to the throne ; for, the Lamb
being there, clothed with his vefture dipped in blood,

we may come boldly to the throne of grace, and have

A a a 2 boldncfs
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boldnefs to enter into the holieft by the blood of Jefus, Heb.
iv. 1 6. x. 19. If the Lamb were not there, fuch guilty

imners durft not be fo bold as to look a juft and holy

God in the face, or approach to his throne : But, O
good news and blefTed tidings ! the Lamb being our
Forerunner , we may boldly go as far forward, as the

blood of the Lamb hath run in like a river before us
;

and that is to the very heart and centre of the throne of

God. Yea, not only is the Lamb upon the throne,

which fpeaks accefs thither ; but he is in the midjl of

the throne, which fpeaks accefs on every hand, and on
every fide of the throne. If he were cnly placed at the

onefide of the throne, it might be thought there would
be no accefs at the otherfide ; but being in the midjl of

the throne, he is ready to welcome all comers from all

quarters, faying, Whofoever will, let him come, from eaft,

weft, north, or fouth ; let him come on this fide, or that

fide, or direclly before the throne; yea, let any poor

creature, who blufhes to be feen, come lliping fecretly, as

it were, behind the throne, like the woman with the

bloody iilue, that came behind him, faying, IfI may but

touch his garment, IJhall be whole, O to get in if it were
but behind the throne this day, to get a touch of the

royal robes of the Lamb which is in the midft of the

throne ! Welcome, finner, there is accefs on every

hand of the throne, for the Lamb is in the midft of it.

The Lamb of God, which lies in the midft of his Fa-

ther's throne, to welcome and receive all comers, fay-

ing, Him that cometh, I will in no wife cafl out.

6. That the Lamb is in the midft of the throne im-

ports, that the Lamb is the centre of all the glory that

furrounds and encompaiTes the throne of God, or the

throne of grace.—He is the centre of divine fulnefs, and
of all the glorious perfections of God; for, In him dwells

all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily, Col. ii. 9. Every
attribute of God mines glorioufly in the face of Jefus

Chrift.—He is the centre of all divine truths ; and we
cannot know any precious gofpel truths, or myfteries,

in a raving and fatisfying manner, unlefs we know the

truth as it is in Jefus, Eph. iv. 21.—He is the centre of

all the divine promifes, being the centre of the covenant

of
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of grace, in whom it (lands fad, and in whom all the pro-

mifes are, Tea and Amen, to the glory of God, 2 Cor. i. 20.

—He is the centre of all divine blejfings ; for, God blefics

us with all fpiritual bleffings in heavenly places, only in

Chrijl, Eph. i. 3.—He is the centre of all divine grace

;

for, it is out of his fulnefs that we receive, and grace for
grace, John i. 16.— He is the centre of all divine com-

fort ; for, he is the confutation of Ifrael ; and he is anoint-

ed with the oil ofjoy and gladnefs above his fellows, Pfalm
xlv. 7. that he may anoint with the fame oil, and bring

his people to fellowfnip with him in the fame fpirit of
joy and confolation, according to their meafure.— He is

the centre of all faving offices ; being, as a Prophet,
the Wifdom of God, for our illumination; as a Priest,
the Righteoufnefs of God, for our j'unification ; and, as a

King, the Power of God, for our fanclification.—He is

the centre of all fweet relations ; the Saviour, the Surety,

the Head, the Hufband, the All and in All of his people

;

their Light, and Life, and Strength, and Righteoufnefs,

and Rock, and Refuge, and Portion.— He is the centrical

place, where God and man may meet together ; for, he
dwells between the cherubims, on the mercy-feat, and
over thefe ; There will I meet with thee, Exod. xxv. 22.

There will I commune with thee. And no communion
with God can we have but in him, who is the Lamb in

the midfl of the throne, and middle-perfon between God
and us.—In a word, being in the centre of the throne,

he is the centre of all things : he is the centre of all the

fins of the redeemed, for their expiation ; for, the Lord
hath laid on him, [or, made to meet in h'mi,~] the ini-

quity of us all, Ifa. liii. 6.—And the centre of all their

fervice, for their acceptation ; for, We are accepted in

the Beloved, Eph. i. 6. And thus he is fomeway the

centre of all things ; for, as all things are in his hands,

fo all things in heaven and earth are faid to meet in him,

Eph. i. 10. Col. i. 20. And therefore, the Lamb, who
is in the midfl and centre of the throne, ought to be the

centre of our hearts and affections, the centre of our

love and delight. Thus, among other things, he is

the centre of all our provifwn* Which leads to,

V. The
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V. The fifth thing propofed, which was, To view

the benefit of feeding that hfues from the Lamb's being

in the midft or the throne ; Hejhallfeed them. What-
ever other paftoral care, rule, or government this word
imports ;

yet I mall, becaufe this is a feaft-day, confider

that part of his paftoral care that is here expreft by the

word feed : "The Lamb that is in the midft ofthe thronefhall

feed them. If 1 were to enlarge upon this fubjecl, I might

tell you how the Lamb feeds his church and people, with the

mamfefkations of his glory, with the intimations of his love>

with the communications of his grace, and with the confo-

lations of his Spirit : but I confine myfelf to the doclrine

of the Lamb being in the midft of the throne ; and
therefore I fhall fpeak to this feeding only as it relates to

that dsclrine. The Lamb that is in the midft of the

throne is the food ; the Lamb that is in the midft of the

throne is the feeder ; and the Lamb's being in the midft

of the throne makes the feeding of thofe that are the

followers of the Lamb, to have the following qualities.

All our facramental food and provifion, this day, muft

come from the throne of God, and of the Lamb. There-

fore,

1. It muft be kindly food and provifion that comes

from the throne, fince the Lamb is in the midft of it.

The meek Lamb, the loving Lamb, that feeds hisflock

Jike a fhepherdy gathers the lambs with his arms, carries

them in his bofom, andgently leads thofe that are with young,

Ifa. xl. 11. He makes them to ly down in green pafluresy

Pfalm xxiii. 2. He makes them to go out and in and

find pafture, John x. 9. It is fweet, and eafy, and kind-

ly feeding, that iftues from the Lamb in the midft of the

throne. And yet,

2. It muft be powerful feeding that comes from thence

;

it is from the throne of power : and, indeed, you will

not feed to advantage this day, unlefs power come from

the throne to make you take your food. It is the work
of the Lamb in the midft of the throne, to feed by the

efficacy of his grace : all the means and minifters in the

world cannot make a foul open its mouth or heart for

this
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this food, till power come from the throne ; and yet

when it cometh, it comes fo fweetly and kindly, that

there is nothing like force or violence. The man is

made as frank and free, in going out after Chrift, to be
the food of his perifhing foul, as if there were no power
at all put forth in the cafe. Power makes him eat and
feed heartily ; Thy people Jhall be willing hi the clay of thy

power, Pfalm ex. 3.

3. It muft be fpiritual feeding that comes from the

Lamb in the midft of the throne ; for his throne, his

kingdom, is a fpiritual kingdom, it is not of this world:

The jlejh profits nothing ; his words are fpirit and life.

Food for the foul muft be fpiritual food : The kingdom

of God is not meat and drink, hut righteoufnefs t and peace,

andjoy in the Holy Gboft, Rom xiv. 17.

4. It muft be plentiful provision and feeding that comes
from the Lamb in the midft of the throne ; for it is a

rich throne, and allfulnefs is there. There is plenty of

wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan&ification, and redemption

;

abundance of all forts. Here is wifdom enough, for the

mod ignorant ; righteoufnefs enough, for the moft guilty;

fanclification enough, for the moft filthy ; redemption e-

nough, for the moft ruined ; comfort enough, for the

moft forrowful
; ftrength enough, for the weakeft ; They

Jhall he abundantly fatisfied with the fatnefs of thy boufey
Pfalm xxxvi. 8. O the plenty that is about the throne!

Plenty of divine perfeclions to feed upon, when viewed
in Chrift. Indeed, the mildeft attributes of God, out

of Chrift, will be a terrible fight ; but the moft terrible

attributes of God, in Chrift, are a pleafant feaft ; even

juflice, holinefs, and truth. Here is plenty of promtfes to

feed upon, while the performance is delayed. Every
thing in Chrift is a feaft; his names, and natures, offices,

life, death, refurreclion, afcenfion, interceffion ; his

merit, his Spirit, his word, his fleih, his blood, and
viclory.

5. It muft bcfuitable food that comes from this quar-

ter ; for, the Lamb, being in the midft of the throne,

will diftribute equally and fuitably. He cannot poffibly

fail and mifcarry, by giving too much, or too little ; be-

ing in the middle of the throne, and the middle perfon

between



380 The Lamb in the Ser. LXXXIV.
between God and man, to communicate what is fuitable

for God to give, and fuitable for man to have, no more
and no lefs does he communicate, becaufe he is the

Lamb in the midft of the throne. And, indeed, as a

key is fuited to a lock, fo is Chrift's fulnefs to our

wants. We are difeafed, he is a Phyfician ; we are loft,

he is a Saviour ; we are debitors, he is the Surety ; we
are dead, he is Life ; we are blind, he is Eye-falve ; we
are naked, he is Clothing ; we are troubled, he is Rejl

:

Are we bewildered? he is a Guide : Are we in danger f

he is a Guard : Are we benighted f he is a Sun: Are we
affaulted? he is a Shield.—Who in heaven or earth can

thus fupply our wants, heal our wounds, bear our bur-

dens, fweeten our afflictions, fubdue our enemies, as

Chrift ? O fuitable feeding to the foul is here in all

cafes

!

6. It muft be joyful feeding and provifion that comes
from the Lamb in the midft of the throne ; for, the

throne is a place of joy and triumph. Here muft be the

choiceft cheer, amidft the choiceft company ; God, and

Chrift, and angels, and faints. There is as much fweet-

nefs in Chrift, as there is fulnefs and fuitablenefs : He
is the fountain of fweetnefs ; his mouth is molt fweet,

his prefence is moft fweet, his fruits are mod fweet ; /
fat down under his fhadow with great delight, fays the

church, and his fruits were fweet to my tafle, Song ii. 3.

Here are the fweet rivers of living waters that drive

away all death and forrow, as it follows here in the

text.

7. It muft be free provifion and feeding that comes
from the Lamb in the midft of the throne. There is

nothing to pay about a throne ; this would be a difgrace

and difparagement to the prince that poiTeffes the

throne : fo here, all is to be had freely. The fineft is

always the freeft, Ifa.lv. 1. The legalifts, that cannot

feed upon Chrift and his righteoufnefs freely, but only

on their own works and duties, they feed upon afjes : the

legal" preacher, that cannot offer Chrift freely, is like

the unnatural fathers, that, when their children afk bread,

give them a Jlone ; when they afk a fijh, give them a

ftorpion, What is our beft performances but fcorpions,

ferpen ts.
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ferpents, (tones, yea, poiibn to them that make them

their foul-food ? Nothing can feed the foul but Chrift.

Rabfhakeh threatened to make all the people on the wall to

eat their own dung, 2 Kings xviii. 26. \ the legal preach-

er accomplifhes 'this threatening, in a fpiritual fenfe

;

our belt works are but dung ; / will fpread the dung of

your facrifices on your faces, even the dung of your folemn

feafts. But, O Sirs, here the fined and fweeteft feaft

is the freed ; from the throne of grace proceed all blef-

fings freely.

8. It mull be durable provifion and feeding that comes

from the Lamb in the midft of the throne : for he ever

lives upon the throne, and his throne is for ever and

ever; and therefore everlafting food comes from thence,

and food that nourifhes to everlafting life : I ark the liv-

ing bread that came down from heaven, fays Chrift ; if any

man eat of this bread, he fhail live for ever, John vi. 15.

Here is provifion for eternity ; Labour not jor the meat

that perijheth, fays Chrift, but for that meat that endures

to everlafting^ life, which the Son of man Jball give unto

you, John vi. 27. What a fool was he, that filled his

barns, and then faid, Soul, take thy reft, thou haft much

goods laid up for many years ! while God faid to him,

Thou fool, this night fball thy foul be required of thee f

But, O what wifdom were it to lay up for eternity this

day, that death may not be able to rob you of your (tore,

but that ye may have it all before your hand ! The
Lamb that is in the midft of the throne lives for ever

there to feed ; He lives for ever to make intercejfion ; he

lives for ever to make provifion : they have everlafting.

food, who have the Lamb that is in the midft of the

throne to feed them.——Thus you fee what fort of

feeding is to be had under the throne of the Lamb, and
who it is that muft cover our table this day, even the

Lamb in the midft of the throne ; he hath mounted the

throne, to be a feeder, and to let down bleflings to the

footftool.

VI. The Iaft thing propofed, was, The application.

Is it fo, that our Lord Jefus is the Lamb in the midft of

Vol. V. Bbb the
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the throne ? Hence we may infer thefe following par-

ticulars.

1. Surely we need not be ajhamed of a crucified Chrift,

nor our Chrifiian paffover this day, the Lamb that was

facrihced for us. Since now the Lamb is upon the

throne, and in the midft of the throne, the fhame and
reproach of the crofs is wiped away, with the glory and
fplendor of the throne. We need not be afhamed of the

crofs of Chrift, who is now in the midft of the throne.

Let none defpife thofe that efpoufe the caufe and intereft

of the Lamb, whatever hardfhips they may be brought

under before courts, councils, and judicatories on earth:

they need not be afhamed to go forth unto him without

the camp, bearing his reproach. The great apoftle Paul

fays, God forbid that Ifhould glory, fave in the crofs of
our Lord Jefus Chrift. O believer, it is our greateft

glory to be bearing his crofs, who is now wearing the

crown ; to be followers of the Lamb that is in the midft

of the throne.

2. Hence we may ,learn, that the church of God is

safe, fmce the Lamb that is their Head is in the midft

of the throne. Believers in Chrift are happy and fafe
;

their Head and Hulband, their Lord and King is upon

the throne : the militant church, the fighting remnant,

are in no great danger while he hath the government.

Perhaps, there are fome here, like Eli, whofe hearts are

trembling for the ark of God, and the work of God at

this day, when fo many axes and hammers are lifted up

againfl the carved work of the doclrine, worfhip, difcip-

line, and government of God's houfe : but let this be

matter of joy to their hearts, that the Lamb is in the

midft of the throne ; and therefore, as he rules in. Jacob

to the ends of the earth, and over-rules all damage done

to his houfe, fo he will make it appear in the iffue, that,

according to his word, Upon all the glory there fhall be a

defence, Ifa. iv. 5.

3. Hence we may learn, that the enemies of Chrift may
have a quaking heart, fmce the Lamb, whom they de-

fpife, is in the midft of the throne. His Father, that

fet him on the throne, hath faid, Pfal. Ixxxix. 23. /
* his foes before his face, and plague them

that
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that bate him. The heathen rage, and the people imagine

a vain thing; the kings ofthe earth fet them/elves, and the

rulers take counfel again/} the Lord and his Anointed, fay-

tng, Let us break their bands , and c
aft

their cordsfrom us.

But he that fits in heaven fball laugh y
the Lord fJoall have

them in derifion : having fet his King upon his holy hill of

Zion, he will break them in pieces zvith a rod of iron, and

Jhalldafh them in pieces like a potter's veftel, Pfal. ii. 1
,— 9.

The Lord reigns, let the people tremble ; he dwells between

the cherubims, let the earth be moved, Pfal. xlix. 1. The
Lamb being in the midft of the throne, is matter of ter-

ror to the enemies of his glory ; for he fits upon the

throne of power, and the Lamb will be a Lion to tear

them in pieces.

4. Hence we may learn, that there is a fure foundation

laid for the faith and hope of life tindjuftijicatwn by the

blood of the Lamb. Since the Lamb is in the midft of

the throne, the throne of grace is a door ol hope ; and,

that qur hearts may be raifed and lifted up to lively hope,

the Lamb that was Main is railed and lifted up to the

throne. Did he rife again for your juftification ? and

does his refurrecYion feal upon our confciences the fuffi-

ciency of his death, and the acceptablenefs of his righte-

oufnefs unto God? Much more may our faith and hope

, be confirmed herein, that he is exalted to the midft of

the throne ; for his Father had never put fo much ho-

nour upon him, had he not been infinitely well-pleafed

and fatisfied with his obedience unto the death. We
may now read the dream that Jacob had at Bethel,

Gen. xxviii. 12. Behold, a ladder fet upon the earth, and

the top of it reached to heaven : the ladder is the Lamb ;

the foot of the ladder was fixt in the midft of the earth

when he was here in a humbled eftate ; and now the

top of the ladder is fixed in the midft of the throne : all

the rounds of it are completed, that we may afcend by

this way from earth to heaven.

5. Hence we may learn, what good reafon there is

for having a high e/leem ofChrifl, fince God hath fo

highly exalted him, to the very midft of the throne^ O
believer, mould not Chrift be high in our valuation,

when God hath fet him fo high ! No wonder then that

B b b 2 it
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it is faid, Ifany man love not our Lord Jejus Chrift, let

him be Anathema Maran-atha ; that is, accurfed un-

til our Lord come, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. Wo will be to them
that will not put honour upon him, whom God the Fa-

ther put fo much honour upon, and that as our Redeem-
er and kinfman

!

6. Hence learn, the throne of God needs not be
terrible unto us, fince the Lamb, the meek Lamb, is in

the midft of the throne ; finners need not fear to go to

the throne of God as long as the Lamb is there. If un-

belief look toward the throne, it views it only as it is

the throne of God, and fo fills the foul with ilavifh fear,

and frightful apprehenfions : but true faith views it as

the throne of God and of the Lamb ; and the views of the

Lamb in the midft of throne, raifes fome joy, hope,

and pleafure in the midft of the heart. Why, there is

meeknefs as well as majefty
;

grace, as well as gran*

deur, about the throne, becaufe the Lamb is there.

7. Hence we may learn what ground there is to ex-

pec! the great God to be prefent in the midft of us this day,

becaufe the Lamb is in the midft of the throne. We
would have no ground to expect that God would be with

us on the foot-ftool, if Chrift were not with God upon
the throne. Chrift promifed, upon his afcending to the

throne, that he would be with his people, faying, Lo, I
am with you always, Mat. xxviii. 20. He promifed, when
he went up to the throne, he would fend down his Spi-

rit ; If I go away, I willfend him, John xvi. 8. There-
fore, if he be, by his Spirit in the midft of us this day,

it is becaufe he is in the midft of the throne. It is eafy

for him to be both fitting glorioujly in the midft of the

throne, and at the fame time walking gracioujly in the

midft ofthe golden candle/licks, Rev. ii. 1. He is both the

bleft Acy&, the Word of God ; and the bleft Immanuel,
God with us. Thefeven fpirits are faid to be before the

throne. The Spirit of God is one, but his gifts, operati-

ons, and influences are various : and the Lamb, that is

in the midft of the throne, hath the Spirit to give ; and,

having faid that he will fend him, O let us look to the

throne, and thence expect the Spirit according to his

word.

8. Henec
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8. Hence we may learn what is the mark of a worth*
communicant^ namely, if he be a true believer of this

doctrine, that the Lamb is in the midft of the throne.

Let a man examine himfelf upon this, andfo let him eat.

I alk not if you fay you believe, or think you believe

;

but I call and enjoin you to try if you truly believe that

the Lamb is in the midft of the throne. For helping

you to this fearch, you may confider two things, name-
ly, what view you have of this truth, and what virtue

you find in it.

(1.) What view you have of this truth ? If you truly

believe it, then you view it with approbation. Is your
heart fatisfied that the Lamb is in the midft of the throne ?

Do you cordially approve of the Father's fetting him fo

high ? Did it ever fill your heart with joy and fatisfac-

tion, and with fome fecret pleafure and exultation, that

God hath put fuch honour upon Jefus ? And have vou
thus received this truth in the love of it, and in the

fweetnefs of it ? O did ever your heart leap, as it were,
within you, to think that the throne cf God is alfo the

throne of the Lamb, and fo a throne open to you to

come boldly unto by the blood of the Lamb, that en-

circles the throne like a rainbow ? How does your heart

ftand affected to this truth ? With the heart man believetb

unto righteoufnefs, Rom. x. 10.

(2.) What virtue have you found in this truth for

leading you to enthrone Chrift, as the Father hath done?
As the Father hath let the Lamb in the midft of the

throne of glory ; fo, have you fet him in the midft of
the throne of your heart? Is he, that is in the midft of
the throne of God, in the midft of the throne with you?
Surely, to them that believe he is precious > [or, an honour,J
as the word may he read, 1 Pet. ii. 7. And they put
this honour upon him, even to fet him in the midft of
the throne. O my dear friends, let me tell you, that

by this you may try and examine yourfelf, and prove
your ownfelf, whether Chrijl be in yvu : if he be in you
at all, he will be in the midft of throne. You are not
fit for a communion-table, and at your peril be it if you
go, and yet fome other thing than Chnft hath the throne
of your heart: iffe/fbc in the midft of the throne, if

the
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the world be in the midft of the throne, if your hi/is be
in the midft of the throne, (Thrift is not in you. It is

true, the heart of the believer, while here, is not quite

free of fin, and felf, and the world : they may fight for

the throne, and many times they may be feen to

win the throne of their heart ; but fure I am, thty never
got peaceable pofTeffion of the throne of their heart. The
believer is free from peace with fin, though he is never
free from war with fin in this world : his league with

it is broken, he can never confent to its rule and govern-
ment any more : and hence, whenever fin ufurps the

the throne, like Adonijah, then the believer enters his

proteft againfl it before the King of kings, faying, Lord,

haft thou not/aid, that SolomonJhall reign f Haft thou not
promifed, that graceJhall reign, and thatfin/hall not have
dominion f O down, down with this ufurper; and let

Chrift have his own proper room and place, which is

the midft of the throne. Hath virtue come from the

throne of the Lamb to enable you to enthrone Chrift in

the midft of your heart ? Hath he the throne of your
efteem, the throne of your delight, the throne of your
arfecYion ? Felt you ever any virtue coming down from
the throne of Chrift, to dethrone fin, and to draw your
heart up to the throne of God ? Did you ever find fo

much grace defcending from the throne, as to make
your hearts afcend to the throne ? And is it the view of

the Lamb's being there, that fires your heart, and makes
it flame upward to the very midft of the throne where
he is ? Again,

Laftly, Hence we may learn the duty of finners that

hear this doctrine of the Lamb's being in the midft of
the throne. I think it is your duty, yea, * fure I am it

is your duty, to come mdfee the Lamb in the midft of
the throne, to come and match with the Lamb, and
then to the marriagefupper of the Lamb.

(i.) It is your duty to come and fee this great fight,

the Lamb that is in the midft of the throne. If the quef-

tion be, Where is the Lamb f The anfwer is, In the midft
of the throne. But, if the queftion again be, Where is

the throne, that we may fee it, and the Lamb in the midft

of it f We anfwer, God's throne of glory is properly in

heaven-
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heaven ; but his throne of grace is really on earth, as

well as in heaven ; it is erecled in the church, and .in

this gofpel difpenfation, declaring that God is in Chrl/l

reconciling the world to himfelf A God in Chrifl is a

throne of grace every where, and a glorious throne every

where is the place of our fancluary> Jer. xvii. 12. Hence,
when the apoftle fays, Let us come boldly to the throne,

he does not mean locally climbing up to heaven, but
believingly approaching to God in Chrift, as held forth

in the gofpel of his grace. Why then, as Chrift is in

the midft of the throne, fo the throne is in the midft

of this houfe.

Quest. What will we fee, if we come and fee the

Lamb in the midfl of the throne,

Answ. You will fee that the throne of God is patent

to finners, becaufe the Lamb is there ; and that there is

accefs with boldnefs from all quarters, at every fide of
the throne, becaufe the Lamb is in the midft of it. The
blood of the Lamb encircles the throne, and fprinkles

the mercy-feat ; and therefore guilty finners may come,
through this guilt-expiating blood. Here you will fee

the moft dreadful attributes of God diverted of all their

dread and terror, and appearing amiable. Infinite holi-

nefs and infinite juftice are awful attributes, and both are

upon the throne of God, but the Lamb is in the midft

of them : holinefs is gratified, juftice is fatisfied, every

attribute is glorified ; Mercy and truth meet together^
rightCGiifnefs and peace kifs each other9 and all harmoni-

oufly confpire, becaufe the Lamb is in the midft of them.
The mildeft attribute would be dreadful to finners, if

the Lamb were not in the midft of them ; but the moft
terrible attributes are amiable and lovely, when you fee

the Lamb in the midft of them.

Here you will fee the moft terrible difpenfation of
God fmiling in your face, when you fee the Lamb in the

midft of them ; for, though clouds and darknefs are round

about hjm, yet righteoufnefs andjudgment are the habita-

tions of his throne. He that rides in heaven by his name

Jah, and makes the clouds his chariots, as he fits in the

midfl of his throne ; fo he fits in the midft of the cloudy

and dark difpenfations of our day, to order and over-

rule.
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,rule. Black clouds are over the church of Scotland,

and the government, as it is in the hands of men, is all

in diforder and confufion, and turned upfide-down *
;

but, if you fee the Lamb in the midit of thefe difpenfa-

tions, you will fee that the government is upon his jhoid-

ders ; and that not only jujl ice andjudgment are the habi-

tation of his throne', but th^xjujlice andjudgment fit with

mercy and grace ; and God hath fome glorious defign on

foot, however terrible to his enemies, yet merciful to

all the followers of the Lamb.
In a word, here you will fee all the glory of God\ when

you fee the Lamb in the midft of the throne. O the

throne of glory is a throne of grace, becaufe the Lamb
is there ; the throne of juftice is a throne of mercy,

becaufe the Lamb is there ; the throne of infinite holi-

nefs is acceilible by guilty finners, becaufe the Lamb
is there. O come and fee.

(2.) It is your duty to come and match with the Lamb.
O finner, who hath been married to the devil hitherto,

married to your luffs, married to the world ; O man,

woman, whether old or young, will you come and be

the bride, the Lamb's wife ? as the word is, Rev. xix. 7.

Let none dare to go to the marriage-fupper of the Lamb,
to the communion-table, until once they have given

their heart and hand to the Son of God, and joined in

marriage with the Lamb ; and, O may this be a marri-

age-day. It is a great part of our work to court a bride

for the Lamb, and then to lead her to the table ; and,

O may drawing power come from the throne, to draw-

out many hearts after him ! O fmner, the Son of God,
the Lamb of God, is come to court your heart, faying,

My fin, give me thy heart; and he is come to offer him-

feif to thee, man ; to thee, woman, faying, Behold me,

behold me : come to me, that you may have life. What for

* Matters in the church, at this time, had a very difmal afpe& ; errors of

the moft pernicious confequence abounding ; impieties of the groiTeft nature

prevailing; incroachments upon the Lord's heritage, of the moft grievous

kind, taking place ; as obferved Vol. 1. p. 2,38. Vol. II. p. 304, 4<5<>. Vol. IV.

p. 148. Voh V. p. 304. And yet the fword of difcipline drawn forth with

more keenefs againft thofe who Faithfully teftified againft thefe evils, than a-

gai.nO. the authors, perpetrators, and promoters of them; as may be feen.

above, pi 365.

a rnatcb
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a match would you have ? Would you not be well mar-
ried, and happy in fuch a hufband to all eternity ?

1. Are you for an honourable match, a royal match ?

O here is the King of kings, the Lamb in the midfl of the

throne ; T'he head of all principalities and powers.

1. Are you for a rich and oppulent match ? Here is

the Lamb in the midfl: of the throne, in whom are hid

unfearchable riches, and all the fninefs of the Godhead ;

everlafting treafures of grace and glory.

3. Are you for a boatful match ? O there is none
like the Lamb in the midfl: of the throne for a generous

Spirit, willing and ready to lay out all his riches, that

out of his fulnefs ye may receive, and gracefor grace.

4. Are you for a beautiful match ? Behold the Lamb
in the midfl of the throne, the King in his beauty ; he is

white and ruddy, and altogether lovely : no wonder, for

he is the brightnefs of his Father's glory : all the glory of
God mines in his face. Some of God's glory mines in

the works of creation, the fun, moon, and flars ; fome
of it in the works of providence : but all the glory of

God is here. He is the temple of God, and there doth

beauty flnne, Pfalm xcvi. 6.

5. Are you for a loving, as well as a lovely match ?

Behold the Lamb that is in the midfl: of the throne is a

mirror of love, without all dimenfion : the height and
depth, the length and breadth of his love ! He loved and
prayed for his enemies that murdered him ; and how then

muit he love his friends that will match with him ? Again,

6. Are you for a beloved match, who is valued and
efteemed of all whofe love and efteem is worth the re-

grading ? O ! the Lamb in the midfl: of the throne is

beloved of all the holy angels, they admire and adore

him ; he is beloved of all the faints in heaven and earth
;

they fay, This is our Beloved ; he is beloved of God the

Father, who fays, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well-pleafed : he is hated of none but the devil and his

wicked crew.

7. In a word, are you for an immortal match ? Well,

here is the Lamb that is in the midfl: of the throne ; he
lives for ever and ever : / am he that zvas dead, and am
slive ; and behold. I live for evermore, The befl friends

V l. V, C c here
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here in this world are mortal, and may leave you in a

moment ; but the Lamb is the King eternal, immortal;

he lives for ever, and he can make you live for ever and
ever. O mortal worms, whofe bodies will be laid in

the duft in a few days or hours, and who have nothing

but a thin wall of flefh between you and eternity ; are

ye for a match that can abundantly jointure you for a-

nother world, and portion you for eternity ? Is this a

defpicable bargain ? Are your lufts and idols, and pe-

riming vanities of a world, a better bargain? Nay,
you dare not fay it for your life. This offer of Chrift,

accept or reject it as you will, is worth ten thoufand

worlds.

8. Are you for a match that can pay all your debt to

law and juflice, that can fupply all your wants, that can
heal all your difeafes, that can bear all your burdens,

fancYify all your croffes, fweeten all your afflictions, fub-

due all your enemies, manage all your concerns, and
make you happy for ever ? Then come and match with

the Lamb that is in the midft of the throne : a greater

offer cannot be made to you than this mod glorious

King, upon the mod glorious throne. O great propofal

!

Wonder men and angels, at this gofpel-offer ! Be afto-

nifhed, O heavens and earth ! If fuch a matchlefs match
be offered and rejected, all the angels and faints that

are about his throne will cry, Shame upon you for ever,

that rejecl: and refufe fuch a bargain ; and we muft fay,

Amen ; everlafting fhame mult be upon you. What
was the Gadarenes blafphemy, but their preferring their

fwine to our Lord Jefus Chrift, when he was upon the

earth, and not yet upon the throne ? But greater is

your blafphemy, O (inner, if you prefer your fwinifh

lulls to our glorious Lord, now exalted to the throne.

"What ! prefer the fwine, that are in the midft of the

dunghil, to the Lamb in the midft of the throne ! O
bafe, brutifh, mad, and devilifh blafphemy.

I hope, by this time, there are none hearing me, but
are fo far felf-convicted, that they fee they muft condemn
themfelves if they rejecl: fuch an offer as is made to them

;

and therefore, I take witnefs upon it, that when the

Lamb, that is now in the midft of the throne of grace,

will
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will be the Lamb in the midft of the throne of judgment

at the laft day, ye mull own that the fentence of con-

demnation, that fhall be then pafl againft you, will be

juft and righteous, if you (land to your refufal : there-

fore, though this mould be a rejected offer to-day, yet it

fhall redound to the honour of the Lamb at the great

day, infomuch, that the condemnation of you will be

the juftification of him
;

your own consciences witnefs

that he will be jujl when he fpeaks, and clear when he

judges, and adjudges you to hell and damnation, becaufe

of your neglecting the great falvation, and rejecting the

offer of the great Saviour, the Lamb that is in the midft

of the throne. By way of anticipation, the tribunal is

now erected before-hand in your bofom, where God's

deputy, conscience, fits as the judge ; and there the

Lamb is affoylled as free of your blood, and the fentence

comes forth, that your blood is upon your own head.

Well, I hope your judgment is perfuaded of this, that

fuch an offer is made to you, as is worthy of all accept-

ation : but, O Sirs, fince the judgment may be inform-

ed and gained, while yet the heart is not engaged

;

therefore, though faith come by hearing what a worthy

Lamb is offered to you, yet bare hearing will not do
without the heart-drawing power of the Spirit which is

before the throne : and therefore, this being the pure

cryftal river, that proceeds out of the throne of God and of
the Lamb, Rev. xxii. 32. that this river of drawing in-

fluences of the Spirit may run down among you, I will

put the beft rop in your hand that I know for bringing

down this bleffing ; it is even the Lamb's own fweet pro-

mife, John xii. 32. And I, ifI be lifted up from the earth,

will draw all men after me. Where obferve, 1. The
perfons concerned. 2. The promife. And, 3. The con-

dition of it.

[i.J The perfons concerned, all men. There is an
All among finful men, that Chrift the fecond Adam hath

to draw to him ; thefe were given of the Father to him ;

and they fhall come, John vi. 37. Yea, thefe he muji

bring to him, John x. 16. He muff draw them, and
they fhall hear his voice. But, left: any fhould hereupon
fay, Perhaps I am not among the number of the fecond

C c 2 Adam's
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Adam's all, that he is to draw

;
perhaps I am excluded

by the fecret council, or hidden decree of God from all

eternity. Therefore, I will tell you what may fatisfy

you fully upon this point, that the Lamb, that is now
in the midft of his Father's throne, was in the midfl of

liis Father's counfels from all eternity ; the Lamb was
at that council-table : therefore, let not the thoughts of

the eternal decree be terrible and dreadful to you ; for

the Lamb was upon the concert, and therefore nothing

pall at that council to the prejudice of any poor fmner,

that would venture his foul upon the blood of the Lamb.
It was concerted there, that the ground and object of

faith mould be no hidden counfel, no pall decree, but

a prefent openly declared truth •, namely, that the Lamb
is in the midfl of the throne ; and that whofoever will might

come to him ; and him that comes, he will in no wife cafl

cut : and, therefore, if you venture your life and falva-

tion upon the Lamb that is at prefent upon the throne

of grace, you have nothing either pail or future to fear

;

neither any pad decree, or any future wrath : and now,
by this free offer of Chrifl to you all, God is accom-

pliihing his glorious decree, that you may be for ever

happy upon your acceptance, or for ever inexcufable

upon your refufal.

£2.] The promife, which is, I will draw all men unto

me. In cafe any mould fay, There is indeed a free offer,

and a good bargain ; but I have a reluclant as well as a

deceitful heart ; I cannot embrace the offer, nor bring

up my heart to clofe with Chrifl:, and make up the match.

Why, here is the encouraging promife, I will draw ;

that is, I will fend the Spirit to draw out your heart, to

make it rife and mount, like a flame, towards the throne,

where the Lamb fits. But, if I do not find this draw-

ing power, what encouragement have I to look for it ?

Why, obferve,

[3.] The condition of this promife, If I be lifted up from
the earth. Not an uncertain condition, depending upon
us, but a fure condition, depending upon himfelf : If I
be lifted up, or when 1 am lifted up. Now, the condition

is performed ; Chrifl was not only lifted up upon the

crofs, but now he is lifted up to the throne. Now,
Chrifl:
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Chrifl faid, John xvi. 8. If I go to the Father, I willfend
the Spirit ; if I go to the throne, 1 will fend down the

Spirit in his drawing influences. And now, may you
not plead, " Lord, the condition is performed, the time

is come, thou art lift up, thou art upon the throne
;

therefore, let the cryftal river run down out of the throne

of God, and of the Lamb ?" Is this the language of

your heart and foul ? Lord, draw, draw ; thou that

art the Lamb in the midft of the throne, draw my heart

to thee, according to thy word. Is your heart burning

or beating, faying, "OI am the blacked, the vileft

Tinner that ever matched with fuch a glorious One; but

yet I find my heart beating and burning within me, fay-

ing, O to be drawn ; O to have the Lamb that is in the

midft of the throne to erect his throne in the midft of

my heart, and to rule there in the midft of his enemies

;

and to be all in all to me ; for ivifdom, righteoufnefs',fane-

ttfication, and redemption, to me?" "Why then, we may
fay, your heart is the throne, and the Lamb is in the

midft of the throne. And, if the drawing power of his

Spirit hath made up the match between him and you,

we are warranted to lead you next to the marriage-fup-

per, where the Lamb that is in the midft of the throne Jhall

feed you.

A Word at the Clofe of the Solemnity on the

Monday.

BEFORE you go, I fhall conclude this folemn
work in two words, one directed to the enemies of

the Lamb, and another to the lovers of the Lamb in the
midft of the throne.

Firft, To you who are enemies to him. If the Lamb
be in the midft of the throne, then let Tinners Jloop to

him ; O fink down at his feet, and be content to be ruled

by him : if you be ruled by your own lufts, and by your
fins, you put Chrifl: out of his throne in effect, and put
your lufts in his room. O fmner, confider how you

croft
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crofs and contradicl the great God by this means : he
hath faid of Chrift, Pfalm ii. 6. / have fet my King upon

mine holy bill; I have fet him in the midft of the throne

:

and, are you faying to your lufts, Be ye king over me?
Man, will you live in (in, and fin againlt him that is in

the midft of God's throne ? If a thief cut a purfe when
the judge is upon the bench, and the fentence ready to

pafs againft him, he is worthy to be hanged : Chrift is

on the bench, in the act of judgment; O man, beware
of finning againft him : be afraid, O ye that are enemies
to the Lamb, Enemies in your minds by wicked works

:

It is bard for you to kick againft the pricks : Can you
harden your/elf againft God, and pro/per? Nay, you
ihall be fo far from profpering in this way, that the Lamb
in the midft of the throne hath a rod of iron y to break and

dafh you to pieces. Confider this t ye that forget God.

The Lamb will in a little be a lion, to tear you to pieces ,

when there jhall he none to deliver. The Lamb is yet

upon the throne of grace, inviting you ; but it may be

this is the laft invitation you ihall have, till you fee him
upon a judgment-feat : and what ihall be the effecl: of

thefe gofpel-offers you have enjoyed ? Thefe folemn

feafts will not always laft ; and perhaps death will daih

you down to the duft before another occafion of this

fort. Can ye find in your heart to let Chrift go, and
this occafion over, without getting any good of him ?

Are you content that falvation hath come fo near you,

and you lofe it for ever ? If not, O will ye take the

firft opportunity of retiring to fome corner, and crying

to the Lamb in the midft of the throne, to come and
draw you, and back thefe precious means with his pow-
erful bleffing ! He that is in the . midft of the throne

hath been fetting his throne in the midft of Dunfermline,

and faying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men!
O let him not lift his tent till you be taken in

!

Again, O crown him King whom the Father hath

crowned ! O might this be his coronation-day ! A day

of efpoufals with the Lamb is his coronation-day : Go
forth, O ye daughters of Jerufalem, and behold king Solo-

mon with the crown wherezuith his mother crowned him in

the day of his efpoufals , and in the day of the gladnefs of
his



Ser. LXXXIV. Mldjl of the Throne. 395
his heart t Song iii. 11. Happy day, if you could go
away, faying, Such a day, at the communion of Dun-
fermline, Chrift was crowned King ; I beheld King Je-

fus with the crown wherewith his Father crowned him,

and faw that the Father fet him in the midft of the

throne, and I helped to put the crown upon his head ;

for, through grace, I fet him in the midft of the throne

of my heart, and crowned him King there : I found in

my heart to dethrone fin, and enthrone Chrift. O is

Chrift crowned King here ! Hath no virtue come from
the throne to draw my heart, as the adamant draw the

iron ? The clucking of the hen makes the chickens to

run
;
gofpel-preaching is the voice of the Lord Jefus ;

and much of this you have had thefe days bygone. O
have you run under his wings ? See what Chrift fays to

Jerufalem, Matth. xxiii. 37, 38. Jerufakm, Jerufa-
km, how often would I have gathered thy children toge-

ther, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and
ye would not ! Behold, your houfe is left unto you def-
late! May we hope that God will not yet leave Scot-

land defolate, but that Chrift will be crowned King in

the church o£Scotland ? Though he be robbed of his

royalties, and notwithstanding of all unwarrantable Acts
that tend to the hurt of his government, he is in the

midft of the throne.

idly, To you that are the lovers of the Lamb, 1 offer

firft a word of comfort, and then a word of advice.

[1.] A word of comfort. Surely, Though the earth

fhould be removed, and the mountains be cajl into the midft

ofthefea; though external governments mould be dif-

folved and overturned, yet, while the Lamb is upon
the throne, all fhall be ruled to advantage unto all the

lovers of the Lamb. What though ye fhould fee the
minifters of Chrift fufpended t or depofed for adhering to

the teftimony of Chrift, and endeavouring to keep a
good confcience in an evil day ? Though they fhould be
reproached and perfecuted, yet ftill there is a river, the

f Alluding to the conduct of the Affembly and CommifTion, in the profe-
cution carrying on at this time againfl Mr Ebenezer Ersktne, and his ad-
herents. As this affair is frequently hinted at, it may not be improper here
briefly to lay the matter open.——The Church, at this time, was not only
in imminent danger of being over-ruu with a pernicious fcheme of Arian, So-

Jlreams
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firearns whereofmake glad the city of God : and flill there

is this great ground. of comfort, that the Lamb is in the

midft of the throne, and the chryltal river proceeds

from the throne of God and of the Lamb \ and upon
this throne the Lamb rules righteoufly and mercifully,

though men rule never fo unjuftly and cruelly; and in a

little time there will be an end of man's rule and govern-

ment, but the Lamb's dominion is for ever and ever.

God the Father hath proclaimed that he is the everlaft-

ing King, faying, Thy throne, God, is for ever and ever.

The followers of the I amb have unfpeakable ground of

comfort in Chrift, whatever trouble they have in the

world ; In the world you fhall have tribulation, hut in me

youfhall have -peace > he ofgood chear ; I have overcome the

cinian and Arminian do&rines, as formerly noticed, Vol. I. p. 138. Vol. II*

p. 304, 466. Vol. IV. p. 148.; but like-wife of being pefted with a corrupt,

erroneous, and time-ferving miniftry, for whom a wide door had been opened
by feveral violent fettlements on reclaiming congregations: The number of

legal fermous and dry moral harangues too evidently evinced the truth of it;

and the eager difpolition appearing in many to grafp at Piefetitations, and the

Adfc of AfTembly 1731, in favours of them, (obierved above, p. 304, 357), put
the fact beyond all difpute. This being the melancholy fituation of matters at

this time, Mr Eben ezer Ersk in e, Minifter at Stirling, thought it his duty,

in a fermon at the opening of the Synod of Perth and Stirling, at Perth, Oo\.

10th, 1731, to tcftify plainly againft fome of the prevailing evils of the time?,

particularly againft the Adt of AfTembly 173*, and the proceedings of the Ju-
dicatories, in the fettlement of minifters over reclaiming and diffenting congre-

gations. This difcourfe fo galled and tormented fome of the minifters then

prefent, that they pufned and obtained of the Synod, an appointment of a

Committee to confider the particulars in the fermon, faid to give offence. The
expreilions were condefcended on, and anfwers given to them by Mr Evfkine.

The Synod, after fpending three days on this afFair, found Mr Erfkine cenfurable,

and refolved to rebuke him; from which feveral minifters and elders dijfented

:

and Mr Erfkine and Mr Fi flier prvtejled, and appealed to the AfTembly 1733.

—

The AfTembly having confidered the Appeal, approved of the proceedings of

the Synod, and appointed him to be rebuked and adir.onifoed by the Moderator ;

though neither Synod nor AfTembly had fliown his doctrine to be contrary to

the word of God and our Standards. Mr Erfkine protefttd againft this deed
;

and his Protcftation was adhered to by Meffr-s. Wilfon, Moncrief, and Fifher.

The AfTembly ordered the forefaid Minifters to appear before the Commiffion

in Auguft; and impowered the Commilfion to fufpe-nd them, if they did not

withdraw their Protcftation, and profefs their forrow. They appeared he-

fore the CommifTion in Auguft, and were fufpended by them. The Commif-
fion in Nov. 16. loafed their Relation to their Refpeclive charges, and declared

them to be no longer Minifters of this Church. The AfTembly 1740, palled the

fentence of Depofition againft them, and others who adhered to them, and

joined with thtm : and all this, without finding them either erroneous in dec-

trine, or immoral in practice; hut merely for their ftedfaft adherence to their

principles, and;minifterhl fidelity, inJetting the trumpet to their mouth, and telling

the houfe of Jacob their fins, and Jfrael their tranfgrejfious !—Thefe who incline to

fee more of this matter, may perufe Mr. Erfkine's printed Seirnon, which was

the foundation of this procefs, together v/:;h the State of the Prtkeftt
anduth.r

public, papers emitted to the world,

world
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world, and I am now upon the throne ; and ye at lafl

ihall overcome, and fit down with me on my throne.

1. Here is comfort againft defertion. Though the

Lord may hide himfelf, and feem to be far away, yet

flill it is food to your faith, that the Lamb is in the

midft of the throne ; and, as he never deferts the throne,

fo he will never leave you, nor forfake you : Why ? The

promifes are all Tea and Amen in him who is ever upon

the throne, to make out his word.

2. Here is comfort againft the crofs. While you have

the crofs upon your back, you may keep the throne in

your eye, and you may be fure of pity and favour thence,

becaufe the Lamb is there, who went from the crofs to

the throne.

3. Here is comfort againft the power offin, corrupti-

on, andfpiritual enemies, be they never fo powerful : for

the Lamb is upon the throne of power, and all power in

heaven and earth is given to him ; and he is concerned,

in honour to deftroy thefe enemies.

4. Here is comfort againfl: want and weaknefs. Your
ftrength lies in the Lamb, and your fpiritual provifion

flows only from him.

5. Here is comfort againft church-tyranny. Times
have been, when there was tyranny in the date over the

confeiences of men ; thefe were reckoned very evil

days : but, when there is tyranny in the church over

the confeiences of men, it is in many refpects worfe :

for church-perfecution is a kind of blafphemy ; it is in

the name of God to perfecute the people of God. But
yet here is comfort in this* cafe, that church-tyranny

cannot keep the throne ; Shall the throne of iniquity

have' fellowfhip with thee, which frame th mifchief by a

law f No, no : They gather them/elves together againft

the foul of the righteous, and condemn the innocent blood,

Pfal xciv. 20, 21. The Lamb will keep the midft of
the throne, and tread down his enemies in due time.

What would make a church government glorious and
eminent ? When the Lamb is kept in the midft of the

throne, and when his fpiritual kingdom is kept diftinc~fc

from the temporal kingdoms of this world. The govern-
ment of the church is quite mifmanaged when the Lamb
Vql. V. D d d is
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is put out of the throne, and temporal heritages are

made the foundation of fpiritual privileges : As for ex-
ample, when in the choice of pallors to any congrega-
tion, which is a fpiritual privilege relating to immortal
fouls, the heritors of this earth, the heirs of a little yel-

low duft, have fuch a privilege and preference given
them by virtue of their temporal inheritance, as if they
were lords over the confciences of men, and lords over

God's heritage : furely their fecular advantage in the

world can entitle them to no fpiritual privilege in the

houfe of God, no more than an earthly inheritance can
entitle them to heaven : but to give them a dominion
over the fouls of men in this matter, is a practical de-

throning of the Lamb from the midft of the throne.

Church-officers themfelves are difcharged to ufurp fuch

a dominion as to be lords over God's heritage : it is un-

lawful for them to obtrude pallors upon a Chriflian peo-

ple without their confent ; far lefs have they power to

put fuch a dominion over mens confeiences into the

hands of earthly fuperiors. How can they give what
they have not themfelves * ? In fpiritual matters we are

to own no man lord, but he that is Lord of lords, the

Lamb that is in the midft of the throne. Church-govern-

ment is quite overturned, when the throne of Chrifl's

fpiritual kingdom is poffeft by any other in this world
but only the Lamb.

6. Here is comfort againfl death. Death mall not

reign, becaufe the L.amb is in the midft of the throne, and
liveth for ever and ever, and hath the keys of bell and of
death ; and therefore death mail be fwallowed up in vic-

tory.

7. Here is comfort againfl the fear 0$judgment ; that

awful day needs be no terror to the lovers of the Lamb,
becaufe," when the fiery tribunal will be ere&ed, the

I amb will be in the midft of the throne ; and the friends

of the Lamb will be received into his bofom, while all

his enemies wili (land trembling before his throne.

8. Here is comfort in the view of a long eternity', that

* Patronage has always been a great grievance to the church, and \Yas car-

ried on at thi^ time with a very high hand, though contrary to Scripture, Rea-
fon, our Standards, and 4cH of the church

; particularly A& of Affembly at

Glafgow J638, as obierved above, p. 3C4, 357,

the
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the Lamb, that is for ever in the midfi ofthe throne, will

for everfeed you, and lead you unto living fountains, and
wipe away all tears from your eyes, O ! who can tell the

happinefs of the higher houfe, the glorious feeding and
leading you {hall have there, the everlafling and ever-

living fountain of divine confolation, wherewith ye mall

for ever be refrefhed ! The fountain is God, and his glo-

rious attributes ; Chrift, and his inexhauftible fulnefs
;

the Spirit, and his everlafling confolation ; a glorious

Trinity : God, who is now a promiimg God, will then

be a performing God. Who can tell the fweetnefs of

that blefling, his wiping away all tears from your eyes t

He that hath a bottle for your tears now, hath a napkin

to wipe them all away then ; for, Ye fhall obtain joy and

gladnefs, and farrow andfighing fhallflee away.

Secondly, I offer a word of advice to you. O Sirs, if

the Lamb be in the midfl of the throne,

1. Then be quiet amidfl all the mal-adminiftrations

of men, amidfl all the mifmanagements of church-men
and church-judicatories ; becaufe, though men cannot

be juflified in their church-ruining projects, yet the

Lamb being in the midfl of the throne, hath a jufl,

holy, and fovereign hand in ordering thefe evils, when
he hath a controverfy to plead with us. Let us fee the

hand of God in leaving men to themfelves, to rob the

church and people of God of their rights and Reforma-

tion-privileges. What was the hand of Pilate againfl

Chrift, the cruellefl acl: that ever was done ? Why, it

was the hand of God himfelf : for it is faid, when Pi-

late fpake, faying, T)ofl thou not know that I have power
to crucify thee, or to fet thee at liberty f Chrift anfwered,

Thou couldfl have no pozver, except it were given thee

of my Father. Even fo fay I, church-men or church-

judicatories, courts or affemblies, could have no power

to break down any of the carved work of Reformation ;

no power to harm the liberties of God's 'people in chu-

fing their paflors ; no power to obtrude miniflers onChrif-

tian congregations, willing to chufe faithful paflors ; no

power to pafs fentence againfl fuch as oppofe that fpeat of

defection, except it were given them of our Father ; and

therefore, let us be quiet and fober : we have fome other

D d d 2 thing
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thing ado than to break out in a paflionate refentment a-

gainft poor mortal men ; the finful inftruments of the

church's confufion and diforder. When Shemei railed up-

on David, Let him alone, fays David, may be the Lord hath

bidden him. The Lord, for our trial and chaftifement, per-

haps hath required fome in our day, Go and tread upon
the rights of thefe people

;
go and reproach and perfecute,

fufpend and depofe thefe minifters, for keeping a good
conlcience in an evil time : I fay, it may be the Lord
hath bidden

; yea, Is there evil in the city, and the Lord
hath not done it? Is there evil in the church, and the

Lord hath not done it ? No, no : Well, what of that ?

This does not juftify evil inftruments, no ; but it fays,

we are to be fober, and lay our hand upon our mouth,
and bear the indignation of the Lord, becaufe we havefin-
ned again/I him : We are to be dumb, and not to open

cur mouth, becaufe he does it. The Lamb in the midfl

of the throne hath the government upon his fhoulders,

and he is righteouily ordering and over-ruling thefe

matters for the profitable trial of his people, and the

glorious praife of his name in the ifTue : The wrath of
man fhall praife thee, and the remainder of his wrath wilt

thou reflrain. The Lord hath his own time and way of

reftraining his enemies, and his own time and way of

reforming his church ; and when the Lord floall appear

in his glory, he will build up Zion. Sometimes he fees

fit to appear in his wrath, and then he lets out the wrath
of man, the enmity of man, to the breaking down of

Zion, and of his carved work ; but there is another time,

when he fees fit to appear in his glory, and then to re-

flrain the wrath of man, and reform his church. And
fmce he is appearing in his wrath in our day, letting

out the reins of man's wrath, to the ruining of Refor-

mation-work ; O be fober and humble ; and depend
upon him as the Lamb in the midfl of the throne, who
hath the reins in his hand, to let them out, or take them
in, as he pleafes. Inftruments are but his fword, his

hand, by which he does as he pleafes, Pfal. xvii. 13, 14.

Deliver my foulfrom the wicked, from men which are thy

hand, Lord. Think not then the government is out

of Chrift's hand, when men are doing many fad things,

and giving many heavy blows to the work of God ; No,
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no : men are but his hand ; and it is the hand of God
that juftly and righteoufly is lying heavy upon his people.

Look above men then ; you have not to do with them

;

there is a turn of matters juft as he is pleafed to turn his

hand ; the Lamb is in the midft of the throne, and in

the midft of heavy clouds hanging over Scotland ; there-

fore look to him, that he may turn away his wrath
;

Fial. ii. 12. Kifs the Son, lefl he be angry, and ye perif?

from the way, 'when his wrath is kindled but a little : blef

fed are all they that put their truft in him. Again,

2. If it is only the Lamb that is in the midft of the

throne. O then be tender of thofe that are followers of

the Lamb, while they are yet upon the footftool, and
not yet fet down with Chrift upon his throne. They
are danger in an evil day, wherein they are called to

give teftimony againft the evils and corruptions of the

day, to go afide to fome extreme or other. There are

many thoughts of heart, and many needlefs words a-

mong people at prefent about the manner of teftifying.

Some are accufed as if they were too farforward', others

are accufed as if they were too far behind\ in their tef-

timony. Well, not to meddle with miftakes people may
be under, it may be both thefe are true : for, who can
fay, I am clean, and do not err toward the right or left-

hand, when they would appear for Chrift and his caufe ?

But, O be tender of the militant followers of Chrift. [

hope you will remember, that it is only the Lamb that

is able to keep the midft of the throne ; and, I hope, we
are all willing to fubfcribe to this, that this honour only

belongs to him, that he was able to keep the midft of
the way to the throne, without going to one fide or o-

ther : none but himfelf was ever able to do fo ; let him
alone have all the glory.

3. Let me fay to you that have become the bride, the

Lamb's wife, If the Lamb be in the midft of the throne,

O then fee that yefrequent the throne. What more in*

viting argument than this can there be, that the Lamb
is in the midft of it ? And the farther forward you ap-

proach, fo much the better. Never reft till you be in

the midft of the throne, where the Lamb is. You may
have boldnefs to go as far as the Lamb goes ; and you

will
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will find this the moft pleafant exercife in the world, and
the moft profitable alfo : for grace and mercy is about

the throne of grace ; it is a mercy-feat, becaufe the

Lamb is there.

4. O believer, if the Lamb be in the midfl: of the

throne, even the Lamb, your Head, your Hufband,

fee that you live upon him by faith ; let the Lamb be

your feeder, and the Lamb your food every day : and

beware you do not difgrace your honourable Hufband.

Are you married to the Lamb in the midfl of the throne ?

We read that Bathfheba faid to her fon, Prov. xxxi. 4.

// is notfor a king, Lemuel, it is notfor a king to drink

wine, norfor princes drink to flrong drink. So it is not

for believers in Chrifl to drink and tipple, to fwear and

cheat; the gracelefs world do fo. But, O believer,

have you been at a communion-table ? Hath the Lord

graced and honoured you with marriage to the Lamb in

the midfl of the throne ? Do not difgrace yourfelf ; it

is below your rank : fee that you live as becomes thefe

that are matched and married to the Prince of the kings

of the earth.

I remember fome years ago, after certain difputing in

the church about the doctrine of the gofpel, we had a

folemnity here, on which occafion I was led to fpeak of

thefubftance of gospel-doctrine, Chrift given of God to

be a covenant of the people t ; and now I am obliged to

remark, That after fome contendings, or rather in the

midfl of fome contendings in the church, about the go-

vernment of his houfe, 1 have been led, without any de-

fign in me, but only as the text was pleafant to my own
foul, to fpeak of the veryfum and centre of ecclesias-

tical government, the Lamb in the midfl ofthe throne.

I remember, at that former occafion the Lord was pre-

fent by his Spirit, and gave evidence thereof unto many
;

and now, I hope, at this occafion alfo there fhall be

fome blelTings dropt down from the throne. And, O to

be going away from this place, with this truth fealed

upon our heart, concerning the Lamb's being in the

midft of the throne : Come what will, there is no fear of

the followers of the Lamb, and the furTerers for him
;

for, The Lamb is in the midfl of the throne.

* See this elaborate difcourfe in Vol. I. p. i<J8.
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SERMON LXXXV.

Stability in the Faith, the

Church's Strength*,

I S A. XXX. 7.

"Their ftrength is to fit JiilL

EVER fince man departed from God, the only rett-

ing place, he has been, in vain, rambling among
the creatures for fafety and fatisfacYion ; whereas, if we
believe the word of God, we will fee our only ftrength

and fafety is to return to God in Chrift, as the centre of

reft ; and to fit (till and reft upon him, and put confi-

dence in him ; as faith the prophet here, Their ftrength

is tofitJIM. Thefe who have been fitting down at a com-
munion-table, by profefhng to fit down under the fha-

dow of the Almighty by faith, are to remember that it is

their ftrength to fit ftill ; as they are well fet, who can

fay with the church, Ifat down under his Jhadozv with

great delight , and his fruit wasfweet to my tqfle ; for, to

ft down, is to believe : fo it is yet better, if, by unbe-

lief, they do not rife again ; for, it is their ftrength t&

ftJiilL

Jerufalem and Judah were here threatened with fome
approaching dangers and defolations, and it is thought

to be by Sennacherib ; and this peoples fin, for which
they are here reproved, was their trufting to the Egypti-

* Thisfermon was preached in the year 1733; but at what place,

we are uncertain : However, from fome parages in the difcourfe,

it appears to have been delivered on the Monday after fome facra-

tnental folemnity. The fecond impreffion.

ans;
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ans ; they were all in a hurry to bring help and fuccour

from them, without feeking counfel of God, and raft-

ing upon him.

We may obferve in the words, the four following

things.

1

.

The evil of this fin ; The EgytiansJJmll help in vain,

and to no purpofe : compare this with ver. 3. and hence

obferve, That though they that truft in the power, pro-

vidence, and promile of God fhall never be aihamed of

their hope ;
yet they that put confidence in any creature

will find it their reproach, fhame, and confufion : they

will hurt inflead of helping. God is true, and may be

trufted ; but every man is a liar and may be fufpeded :

we cannot expect too little from man, and too much
from God.

2. Notice the prophet's intermeddling in this concern-

ing matter, he publifhes God's mind and connnimon.

Obferve, it is the duty of minifters to meddle fometimes

in public matters, whether in church or (late; they are

to jhow Jacob theirfins, and Ifrael their tranfgreffions ;

and this is a part of minifters work, to teftify againfl fin

in all. Chrift was the light of the world ; they mould be

like their Mailer, teftifying againfl all fin, and all works

of darknefs. However, this is one of the great quar-

rels that the world have againfl the fervants and people

of God, becaufe they bear teftimony againfl their fins.

Many that have fome light, yet they put their light in a

prifon, Rom. i. 18. They hold the truth in unrighteouf

nefs ; particularly, by not bearing witnefs againfl fin

and defection in others, as well as in ourfelves : it was

the gracelefs expreffion of a gracelefs Cain, Am I my

brother's keeper f What am I concerned with the fouls of

others, or the fins of others ? What am I concerned

with the public evils of the day I live in ? Indeed right

religion begins at home, but it does not end there ; it

will come without doors with us.

3. The manner of the prophet's addrefs to this people,

I cried concerning this : I cried; hence obferve, That

it is the duty of minifters to be earned and zealous in re-

proving fin and reclaiming fmners. Minifters are both

feers
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feers and criers; and when they fee the danger they fhould

cry that people may hear, and flee out of harm's way. If

one in the ftreets of a city were crying, Fir~e, fire ! O what
a running and motion is then ? But when miniflers cry,

the fire of hell is ready to burn the wicked and ungodly, no
perfon is moved ; why ? they are fenfible of bodily dan-

ger, but no fenfe have they of foul danger, nor fear of

the fire that burns both foul and body. Miniflers need
to cry about matters of eternity, that people may fe-

cure fomething that death may not be able to take from
them; fuch as thefe, (1.) Saving knowledge ; if you get

this it will lodge with you to eternity ; This is life eter-

nal to know thee, the only true God, andJefits Chrifl whom
thou haft fent. (2.) Faith, faving faith, death will not

be able to take it from you ; All thefe died in faith, A-
gain, (3.) Evangelical love of God in Chrifl ; Love never

fails. (4.) The favour of'God', Rom. viii. $$, 39. Iam
perfuaded, that neither death, nor life,

—-Jhallfeparaie us

from the love of God which is in Chrifl Jefus. (5.) Far-

don offin, and warning in ChrifTs blood ; Thefe are they

that have wajhed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. (6.)

Faithful labours for the honour and glory of God ; Blef-

fed are the dead which die in the Lord, theyJhall reftfrom
their labours, and their works follow them. They enjoy

the fruit of their labours ; they willnot lofe one good
thought, one prayer, one tear; he has a bottle for thefe.

Some feek after worldly honour, but thefe will foon be
(
at

an end ; their honour v/ill be laid in the duff. Some fpend

their time and flrength in pleafure ; there thefe will foon

be at an end, 1 John ii. 17. The lufls ofthis world pafjeth

away ; but he that doth the will of God, abideih for ever.

4. The prophet's doclrine, or the fum of his preaching

and advice, in thefe words, Their flrength is tofiijlill.

In which words you may notice, 1. The fedate life of

faith, expreffed by fitting Jiill. 2. The advantages of

that life of faith to believers, it is their flrength.

[1.] "By fittingJIM we are to understand a recumban-

cy upon God, reiling on him, and trufiing in him, and
ftedfafl: waiting on him, and abiding in the way of duty.

This duty puts a man to lefs trouble than his rambling

abroad among the creatures ; he has no more ado but

V ol, V, E e e fit
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fit dill. Some are at 'more pains to bring mifery upon
themfelves, than God's people are to get the bleffing.

Efau hunted up and down, and was at a great deal of

pains
;
yet Jacob fat at home, and got the bleffing : He

that believethJhall not make hajle.

[2.] The advantage of this duty, it is their ftrength :

they that fit ftill in a day of diftrefs, Hoping and quietly

waiting for the falvation of the Lord, this will be their

ftrength and fafety : when we have tired ourfelves by
feeking help from creatures, we will find it the beft way
for recruiting ourfelves, to repofe and fettle upon the

Creator ; by trufting in him, waiting on him, and fled-

faftly adhering to him : this will keep us from much
needlefs labour and fatigue

;
yea, it will fecure to us

the accomplimment of the promife, Luke i. 45. Bleffed

is he that believeth, for there [hall he a performance. Hab.
ii. 3. For the vifton is yet for an appointed time, but at

the end it fhallfpeak, and not lie : though it tarry , wait for
it, becaufe it willfurely come, it will not tarry.

This text then has two parts,* that are like the two
pillars of Solomon's temple, the one Jachin, and the

other Boaz
;
flability and ftrength ; {lability is one part

of the text, and ftrength is other : Their ftrength is to

fit fill.

Observ. That a church or people's ftrength andfafety
in perilous times t is their fteadinefs and flability

in the faith.

The prophet here fpeaks forth the duty of Jerufalem
in a perilous and dangerous time, and mows, that that

flability is their fafety ; and that it is flability in the

faith, he here fpeaks of, you may fee clear, from two
other verfes of this chapter, ver. 15. In returning and

reft, /ball ye befaved ; in quietnefs and confidence fhall be

your ftrength. In returning to God, and repofing in him
as your reft, in quiet acquiefcing in him and confident

dependance upon him. Ver. 18. The Lord is a God of
judgment, bleffed are all they that wait for him: this alfo

explains it of the flability of faith.

This doclrine might be confirmed by many other

fcriptures, Heb. iii. 12, 14. Take heed', brethren, left

there
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there be in any ofyou an evil heart of unbelief, in departing

from the living God ; for we are made partakers of Chrift,

if we hold the beginning of our confidence ftedfaflly unto

the end : importing, that our {lability in the faith, is our

fafety in evil times, and at all times, Herb. x. 23, 25.

Let us hold faft the profejfion of our faith without waver-

ing; not forfaking the ajfembling of our/elves together , as

the manner of fome is, but exorting one another, and fo

much the more as you fee the day approaching. In Col. ii. 1 9.

there you read of a number that fell off in time of temp-

tation, Not holding the head ; not fitting dill and abiding

in Chrift. Heb. xiii. 8, 9. But many other fcriptures

will offer in the fequel.

The method I propofe for profecuting this fubjeft,

through the divine favour, mail be the following.

I. To fliow what are thefc times that may be called

perilous times, wherein people are ready to (how

much inftability and unfledfaflnefs in the faith.
^ .

II. Open up the nature of this ftedfaftnefs and (lability

in the faith.

III. Show that this fledfafinefs and ftablenefs is people's

(Irength and fafety, in perilous times.

IV. Deduce fome inferences for the application of the

fubject.

I. We are to mow what are thefe times that may be

called perilous times. You may fee the apolile's defcrip-

tion thereof, 2 Tim. iii. 1,—8. This know alfo, that pe-

rilous times fball come ; for men fhall be lovers of their

ozvnfelves, covetous, boafters, proud, blafphemers, difobe-

dient to parents, unthoughtful, unholy , without natural af
fetlion, truce-breakers, falfe accufers, incontinent, fierce,

defpifers of thefe that are good, traitors, heedy, high-mind-

ed, lovers of pleaftires more than lovers of God, having a

form of godltnefs, but denying the power thereof ; from
fuch turn away. Nozu, as Jannes and Jambres zvithftood

Mofes, fo do thefe alfo refifl the truth, men ofcorrupt minds,

reprobate concerning the faith. If the lafl times be the

moft perilous times, then we feem to be among the very
lad , we are called to redeem the time, becaufe the days

E e e 2 are
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are evil. « There is a twofold evil, moral and penal ; the

moral evil of fin is the ground of all penal evil of punifh-

ment. Jerufalem here was not fo much in danger from
the AiTyrians, whom God was fending upon them to

punifli them, as they were from their own fins, for which
God ftirred up the enemy to afflict them ; or if when
danger appeared, they had returned to the Lord, and
relied on him ; then in returning and reftbig they had
'been faved .; but they departed from God and then all

went to wreck with them. Times of departing from
God, the only refting place, are perilous times. More
particularly,

ift, Times of rebellion againfl God are perilous times.

Of this, Jerufalem is here reproved ; and for this a wo
is denounced againfl her, Wo to the rebellious children,

ver. i. of this chapter. When may a people be called

rebellious ? Even when fin, which is rebellion, is come
to fuch a height, that the Lord is obliged in honour to

plead a controverfy with the finning people; as it is faid,

Hof. iv. i, 2, 3. 'The Lord hath a controverfy with the in-

habitants of the land, becaufe there is no truth, nor mercy,

nor knowledge ofGod in the land. By frvearing, and lying,

and killing, and ftealing, and committing adultery, they

break out, and blood toucheth blood. 'Therefore Jhall the

land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein Jhall lan-

guid:, with the beafl of the fields, and with the fowls of
heaven, yea, the fifijes of the fea alfo Jhall be taken away.

Now, he may be faid to have a controverfy with a land

for their rebellions, in four cafes.

1

.

When all manner offin and acts of rebellion abound,

fuch as are there mentioned, fo as they are not only the

fins of fuch and fuch a perfon, nor of fuch and fuch a

congregation, but they are become national, and uni-

verfai, and epidemical; and I imagine this is but too juft

a description of our cafe.

2. When peoples (ins are committed againfl: many
checks of confidence, many beams of light, many means
of grace, many calls of providence, many inftances of

mercy and divine goodnefs ; how provoking is it, as you
fee, Rom ii. 2, 3. Thus highly aggravated againfl the

patience and forbearance of God.
3. When
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3. When the rebellion is fo heightened that not only

is the patience of God abufed, but laughed at, and ridi-

culed^ by a profane age, that begin to fay, as 2 Pet. iii. 4.

Where is the promtfe of his coming f Where is the threa-

tening of his coming to judgment ? Then it is a perilous

time, becaufe the Lord is angry, and will let men know
that he is not Jlack concerning his promife, as fome men

countflacknefs, though he be long-fuffering to us-ward

;

and that he is not flack concerning his thereatening.

4. When there is nothingflatiding between the rebel-

lious people and the flroke, None tojland in the gap, and
keep out the wrath that is coming in, Ezek. xxii. 30, 31.

Or, when fuch as would (land in the gap, and plead

with God, have no accefs to him this way ; and when
God is faying, upon the matter, though Noah, Da-
nial, and Job, were pleading for fuch a people, it is in

vain.

idly. Times of carnal confutation, or of following car-

nal counfel, are perilous times. This was the cafe of

Jerufalem, Wo to the rebellious children, that take counfel,

but not of me ! (Where alfo we fee, that this was a fpe-

cial branch of their rebellion, they are reckoned rebels

againfl God that take counfel, but not of him ; and fo

follow their own carnal counfel.) Men take counfel,

but not of God, when they confult with flefh and blood,

with carnal eafe, carnal friends, carnal reafon, and are

fwayed with carnal arguments ; when they confult with

numbers and multitudes, and follow the fupernumerary

party, and fo bind their faith to the belt of a majority,

faying, Can fuch a great number be all wrong ? and
fuch a fmall number only right ? Shall we be fingular ?

Indeed, when vice becomes general, flngularity is a vir-

tue ; when error in judgment, or praclice, becomes u-

niverfal, it is then a neceffary duty to be fingular.

Whomfover men take counfel with, if it be not with

God, they rebel againfr. him, and expofe themfelves to

wo and mifery. To take counfel even with learned and
eminent men, even when they are in the right fide of

the queftion, and to believe fo and fo, becaufe they be-

lieve, it is but a human faith, built upon a human tefti-

mony 5 and yet ordinarily the moil learned llabbies are

the
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the greateft enemies of Chrift and his caufe, John vii.

48, 49. Have any of the rulers and Pbar
i
fees believed in

him? But this people, that know not the law, are curfed

:

Why, fays fie In and blood, they are but a pack of ig-

norant fools, who differ from fuch great and learned

men. Well, but it may happen, that even thefe may
be blind, whom neither themfelves nor others think to

be fo, as it was with the applauded Pharifee, who faid,

Are we blind alfo f Chrift proves them to be fo ; and

tells, that if the blind follow the blind, both jhallfall into

the ditch. Thus alfo they take counfel, but not of God,
that yield a blind obedience to the commandments of

men, as Ifrael did to the ftatutes of Omri, Mic. vi. 16.

and Ephraim, that willingly walked after the command-

ment, Hof. v. 2. This is charged upon Ifrael, Ifa. xxix.

13. Theirfear toward me is taught by the precepts of men.

$dly, Times of carnal confidence and coverings, are

perilous times, verfe 1. They cover with a covering, but

not of my Spirit. The fhadow of Egypt was their cover-

ing ; they put their confidence therein : but it was a re-

fuge of lies, a covering too narrow for hiding them,

while they had no holy confidence in God, but a carnal

confidence in men ; they departed from God, partly

through fear of men, namely, the AfTyrians, and partly

by trufting in men, viz. the Egyptians. Thefear of man
bringeth a fnare. And it is an awful word to that pur-

pofe, Ifa. li. 12 j 13. JVho art thou, that thou fhould be

afraid of man, that Jhall die, and of the fon of man, that

(ball be made as grafs, and forgetteft the Lord, thy Maker,

that firetchedforth the heavens, and laid the foundations of
the earth ; and haft feared continually every day becaufe of
the fury of the oppreffor, as if he were ready to deftroyf

.And where is the fury of the opprefforf Many are like

the Jews, John xii. 42. that durft not profefs Chrift for

fear of being lafhed out of the fynagogue : and thus e-

ven fome of the godly dare not make a public appearance

for the caufe and truth of the Lord Jefus, for fear of

being expofed to the cenfures of the church, and fury

of the prevailing party ; but what fays the Lord, in fuch

a cafe, to thefe that fear the reproaches, the rivilings,

and refentment of men, Ifa. li. 7, 8. It is but the grafs of

the
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the field that oppofeth you, Allflefo is graft, Ifa. xl. 6.

Are you afraid of withering grafs, and forget the ever-

lafting and everliving God ? They may be reckoned

fools that expofe themfclves to the fury of a government,

civil or ecclefiaftic : why mould they expofe themfelves

to worldly lofTes and inconveniences ? But, if the com-
mands of men be not agreeable to the commands of

God ; if they be unlawful and unwarrantable, it is the

bed: wifdom to fit ftill, and reft obedient to God, and
difobedient to man

;
yea, this is their ftrength and fafe-

ty : it is better to fufTer than to fin ; and we fin, if we
but yield a doubtful obedience to man, doubting if it be
right ; for, Whatfoever is not of'faith , isJin. It is always

fafeft to keep back from fin, and abide with Chrift : all

loffes for his fake are to be repaired an hundred fold in

this life ; that is good recompence, and the flock ftill

fecure ; In the world to come, eternal life. However,
this is one part of carnal confidence, the fear of man

;

for, whom we truly fear, for their frowns, them we
are apt to truft, for their favours and friendfhip. And
then, truft in man, is another part of carnal confidence,

which, when it prevails, mows it is a perilous time

:

this is crofs to the command of God alfo, Pfal. cxlvi. 3.

Put not your trufl in princes > nor in the fons of men y in

whom there is no help. This is dangerous work, and
points out a dangerous time, when trufting in an arm
of flefh is prevailing, Jer. xvii. 5. Curfed is the man, that

trufleth in man, and maketh flefh his arm ; whofe heart de-

parts from the Lord. It is better to truft in the Lord, than

to put confidence in man. See Micah vii. 5. Jer. ix. 4.

If we depend upon human power, for the prefervation

of our church, or depend upon human policy, for the

reformation of religion, we will find ourfelves fadly dis-

appointed ; // is better to truft in the Lord, than to put

confidence in flefh. If we depenjd upon human laws, even
for the fecurity of our fortunes ; or upon our compli-

ance with whatever human authority injoins, for our
freedom from outward trouble and trials, we but trufl

in man, and confer with flefh and blood : we truft in a

broken reed that will pierce us.

A-thly, Times of inftability are dangerous and perilous

times.
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times. This is fuppofed plainly to be the fin of Ifrael in

the- text, Their Jlrength is to fit JIM ; to be (table and
fettled in the faith : but they were unliable, unftedfaft,

unfettled. Now, that times of inflability are dangerous,

may appear from thefe particulars.

i. Unliable times are times of error ; and thefe are

dangerous. This is plainly infmuate, Heb. xiii. 9. Be
not carried about zuitb divers and ftrange doclrines ; for it

is a good thing that the heart be eftablijhed with grace.

Unliable perfons are carried about with every error.

This is the dangerous circumflances of England and of

Scotland in our day ; what errors are fpreading ? A-

theifm is in a manner proferTed by a number that call

themfelves free-thinkers, who cannot think of a God,
though it mull be as certain that there is an eternal Be-

ing, as it is certain there is any being at all ; for, there

could be no fuch effects, if there were not a fupreme

caufe.

—

Deifm is openly proferTed by fome, who deny
all divine and fupernatural revelation, and applaud the

light of nature, though under a difmal eclipfe.

—

Arianifm

has taken root, a denying the true and proper divinity

and fupreme Deity of Chrift.—Legalifm and Libeftintfm,

which may be well joined together, becaufe they that

deny Chrift to be the end of the lazvfor right'eoufnefs, be-

ing not under grace, but under the law, fin mull have

dominion over them.

—

Profanenefs and immoralities, and
all manner of errors and evils take place in unliable

times.

2. Unliable times are times of temptation from men
and devils ; and it is much to continue with Chrift in

fuch times : when men are tempted with the world, and

tempted by the devil and his temptations, it is much to

get that teftimony, Luke xxii. 28. Ye are they that have

continued with me in my temptation, and I appoint unto

you a kingdom. A time of general temptation is a dark

and dangerous hour, Rev. iii. 10. Becaufe thou haft kept

the word of my patience y I will keep thee from the hour of
temptation, which J]jall come upon all the ivorld, to try them

that dwell upon the earth. When temptation is fo univer-

sal, no wonder the moil part are carried down with the

ftream.

3. UnftaWe
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3. Unliable times are backfliding times ; times of de-

fection and apoftacy, and thefe are perilous times ; lor,

the backjlider in heart Jhall befilled with his own ways ;

and, If any man draw back, my foulJhall have no pleafure

in him. Surely thefe are perilous times in Scotland, when
they are fuch covenant-breaking times ; wherein refor-

mation principles and purity are given up, wherein

truth falleth, a?id he that departeth from evil, and ad-

hereth to covenanted truth, maketh himfelf a prey', Ifa.

fix. 15.

4. Unftable times are times of divifion, and thefe are

perilous times ; for, a city, or houfe, divided aga'mft it-
.

felf cannot /land. Then is defolation near, when the

anger of the Lord has divided a people ; divided their

hearts, fo as they hate one another ; and divided their

tongues, fo as they reproach one another, and fpeak e-

vil of one another ; then is the land's name juftly turn-

ed to a Babel, Gen. xi. 9. The name of it is called Ba-

bel, becaufe the Lord did there confound the language of
all the earth, andfrom thence did the Lord fcatter them a-

broad upon the face of the earth. When people's hearts

and tongues are divided and confounded, then they are

in hazard of being fcattered and deftroyed.

5. Unftable times are times of the flighting of the gof
pel, the heavenly manna. When people cannot reft

content with that provifion which God makes for them
in the gofpel, how dangerous is this 1 See 2 Chron.

xxxvi. 14, 15, 16. 7*bey mocked the meffengers of God,

and defpifed his words, and mifufed his prophets, until the

wrath of the Lord arofe againjl his people, till there was
no remedy, Jer. xxvi. 4, 5, 6. Thus faith the Lord, If
you will not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which I have

fet before you, to hearken to the words of my fervants the

prophets, whom Ifent unto you, both rijing up early, and

fending them (but ye have not hearkened) then will I make

this houfe like Shiloh, and will make this city a curft to nil

the nations of the earth. Was ever a nation more guilty

than ourfelves ? Judge then if we live not in perilous

times.

6. Unftable times are times of formality in religion ;

men having ^form of godlinefs, without the power; yea,

V L, V, F f f denying
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denying the power of it. When God has but the outfide

;

drawing near to him with the mouth, and honouring
him with the lips : a formal carnal way of worfhipping

God, inftead of worfhipping him in the Spirit. Unliable

fouls, that take up a profemon of religion, which dege-

nerates into a formal outfide hypocritical devotion, are

in a very dangerous cafe, as appears from the many
woes Chrift denounced againfl the Pharifees and hypo-

crites.

7. Unliable times are times offecurity. Where there

is no fpiritual fettlement there will be a carnal fettlement,

like Moab, that was at eafe from his youth, and fettled

upon his lies and dregs, not being emptied from vejfel to

vejfel, Jer. xlviii. 11. It is a dangerous time, when the

wife and foolifh virgins are Deeping and numbering
;

when men cry, Peace, peace ; and like the old world,

put the evil day far off from them, fudden deflruction

may be at the door.

8. Unliable times are times of carelefs indifferency a-

bout the matter's of God, and lukewarmnefs. When
people are unliable in the truth, they can never be zea-

lous for it : the dangeroufnefs of this difeafe you read

of, Rev. iii. 16. Becaufe thou art lukewarm, neither cold

iwr hot, I will fpew thee out of my mouth ; that is, reject

thee with abhorrence. This, among others, is the fin

of our day, and mows we are living in perilous times.

There are two things very fad in Scotland.

(1.) Our light has worn out our zeal. It is feldom

heard tell of, that light mould be an enemy to zeal and
practice, till now it feems to be our mifery, that our

light, knowledge, wifdom, and politenefs has blunted

our zeal for God and for reformation principles and
practice.

(2.) Our hazards have drowned our zeal ; our appre-

hended hazards and difficulties have quenched the fire

of zeal in many. The days have been in Scotland, when
our difficulties and croffes, hazards and dangers, have

been as a burning coal to quicken our zeal for God,
and make it the more fervent ; but now, our difficulties

and dangers are like fo much wet timber laid upon the

top of our zeal, like to drown it all out } and yet, where
is
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is the danger of (landing up for God and his caufe ?

Where is the fury of the oppreffor ? Is it our flrength

and fafety to run away from God and duty ? No, by no

means : rather, is it not onrjirength tofitJIM f

II. We now proceed to the fecond thing propofed,

which was, To open up the nature of this Jlability in

thefaith, or fleadinefs and eflablifhment therein. I would

here, 1. Offer a fcripture or two for fhewing how this

duty is commanded and commended. 2. What it fup-

pofes. 3. What it includes. 4. What it excludes.

5. What it infers.

\Jl, I would fhow that it is both commanded and com-

mended. I might cite many fcriptures for this end ; but

I mail only quote one fcripture, where it is commanded,
and another where it is commended.

1. This {lability in the faith is commanded, 1 Cor.

xvi. 13. Watch ye, (landfajl in the faith, quit you like

men, bejlrong. Standfajl in the faith ; this is that duty

which the apoflle calls a continuing in the faith, grounded

andfettled, and not being moved away from the hope of the

gofpel, Col. i. 23. This is that which he calls a being

ftedfaft and immoveable, yea, always abounding in the work

ofthe Lord, i Cor. xv. 58. This is that which is called

an earneft contending for the faith, once delivered to the

faints, Jude ver. 3. And again, it is called a (landing fajl

in one mind andfpirit, friving together for the faith of the

gofpel, in nothing terrified by your adverfaries, &c. Phil.

i. 27. In a word it is called a being faithful to the death ;

Be thou faithful unto the death, and I willgive thee a crown

of life, Rev. ii. 10. In all which fcriptures this duty of

(lability is commanded ; and it is called 2.flanding fajl in

the faith, to fhow the influence that faith has upon per-

feverance : for, byfaith weftand, by faith we walk, by

faith we live, by faith we fight, by faith we overcome

;

and all this, becaufe by faith we
'ft
andJIM, and refl up-

on a God in Chrifl, eftablifhed in the faith.—Thus it is

commanded. Again,

2. This (lability in the faith is commended ; Rev. ii. 13.

there the church of Pergamus is commended in thefe

words, Thou holdeft faft my name, and haft not denied my
F'ff2 faith,
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faith, &c. Where the thing they are commended for

being flable in, is ChrifFs name, and his faith ; that is,

his gofpel, and the doctrine thereof. Paul is called a

chofen vejfel to bear his name among the Gentiles ; that is,

his gofpel, and it may well be fo called, becaufe, by the

gofpel he makes his name known : and it is called the

faith, becaufe it is the object of faith, the thing to be
believed ; and it is called his faith, becaufe he is the au-

thor of it ; the fum and fubftance of it. The giver of

this gofoel-doctrine, fubftitutes himfelf in Adam's room,
and fulfils the law, which to him was a covenant of

works : and hence it is, that out of his obeying the law,

the fweet doctrine of the gofpel flows unto us ; He is the

end of the lawfor righteoufnefs, to every one that be'ieveth.

Now, this is what the church of Pergamus held, and
and would not deny, but gave their teftimony to it a-

gainfl all the enemies that oppofed it ; no wonder, for

it is the words of eternal life. We are not to think the

worfe of any truth, that it is oppofed and controverted,

and requires faft holding, and violent holding ; The
kingdom of heaven fnffers violence, and the violent take it

by force. Nay, the more a truth is controverted, the

more commendable is a fleady adherence to it. While
we are in this militant flate, we cannot hold the truth

without fighting ; it is faid of the builders of the walls of

Jerufalem, Neh. iv. 18. That every builder had his [word
girded by hisfide, andfo builded: fo, in adhering to the

truth of the gofpel, we are not to think ftrange to hear

of a banner in the banquetting-houfe of the gofpel ; He
brought me to the banquetting-houfe, and his banner over

me was love. Why a banner in a banquetting-houfe ?

Becaufe wre cannot keep the feaft without oppofition ei-

ther from without or within. Many, when they fee

their believing a promifed to be joined with a combat,
they are difcouraged ; but fpiritual builders mufl be fpi-

ritual foldiers, holding the promife in one hand, and the

weapon in the other ; the word in one hand, and the

fword in the other ; the truth in one hand, and the ar-

mour of proof in the other. Faith without trouble or

fighting is a fufpicious fairh ; for true faith is a fighting,

wreuTing faith \ and this is the faith that is here com-
mended,
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mended, as it is alfo, Rev. iii. 10. Becaufe thou baft kept

the word of my patience, I will alfo keep thee in the hour of
temptation. Thou holdefl fafl my name, and hafl not denied

my faith , Rev. ii. 13.

As to the denying of faith, there are four degrees of

it. (1.) When men arefilent through fear, unable to

fay, with Paul, / am not ajhamed of the gofpel of Chrift.

(2.) When men diffemble as Peter, I know not what thou

fayejl. (3) When they halt between Huo opinions, like

thefe in the days of Ahab, that halted between God and
Baal. (4.) When they exprefly deny the faith, as Peter

denied Chrift, / know not the man; and am not upon
that fide of the houfe, nor of that party. Thus, Chrift

is many times wounded in the houfe of his friends ; fome-
times by a traiterous Judas, fometimes by a timorous

Peter. However, the denial of the faith goes on by
fuch degrees as thefe ; every one of them draws on ano-

ther : filence, through fear, draws on diflimulation
;

diflimulation draws on a halting between two, as it were,

in a demurring what to do ; and this baiting draws on
denying of the faith exprefly ; for, apoftacy is a ilippery

precipiece ; therefore men fhould beware of the leaft be-

ginning, and of the leaft fhifting of the profeflion of the

faith, when called thereunto.

idly, What this liability in the faith fuppofes ? Surely

it fuppofes peoples being once in thefaith ; as Paul de-

ftgns Timothy, his fon in thefaith, 1 Tim. i. 2. ; for,

till once people be in the faith, they can never be efla-

hlifhed in thefaith, as the word is, Col. ii. 7. No more
than a tree can be firmly rooted in the earth, that was
never truly planted into it. Stability in the faith then,

fuppofes a being in the faith ; and that as it refpe&s ei-

ther the word of faith, the grace of faith, the obedi-

ence of faith, or the profeflion of faith.

True (lability in the faith fuppofes, 1. That we know
the word of faith. 2. That we have the grace of faith.

3. That we make a profeffion of faith. 4. That we yield

the obedience of faith.

1. That we know the word of faith, or the doctrine of
faith, or truth ; for a man can never be flable in the

faith which he is ignorant of. If ever we will be efta-

blifhed!
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blifhed in fcriptural principles, wc mud be acquainted

with the fcriptures, the word of God, and know the

truth as it is in Jefus ; and that not only a head know-
ledge, but a heart knowledge, that it may be a heart e-

ftablimment in the faith : this is called a receiving the

faith in love, or a receiving the love of the truth, 2 Thefl*.

ii. 19. Knowledge and affection mould grow together;

for thefe people are mod prone to error, who gain know-
ledge of truth, without affection to it \ Becaufe they re-

ceived not the love of the truth that they might be faved.

For this caufe Godjhallfend themftrong delufions that they

fhould believe a lye ; that they all might be damned who be-

lieve not the truth, but had pleajure in unrighteoufnefs,

2. It fuppofes that we have the grace of faith ; for,

{lability in the faith, being an eftablimment in the grace

of faith, as well as in the word or doctrine of faith, it

mud prefuppofe, that a man has the grace of faith, o-

therwife he cannot fit ftill, or be (table in it ; no more
than one can be faid to fit ftill who has never fat down :

true (lability then fuppofes, that a man hath once been

made to fit down and reft upon Chrift as his righteouf-

nefs and ftrength. We are called, 1 Pet. v. 9. to refifi

the devil, fledfafl in thefaith ; and that not only by a

ftedfaft adherence to that word of faith, which was the

weapon Chrift made ufe of againft the devil, when he

quoted fcripture to him, he refuted him by fcripture
;

and thisfword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, is

the weapon by which we are to refift every temptation to

(in : but alfo, by a (ledfaft acting and exercifing of the

grace of faith, I mean, true juftifying faith ; becaufe

this weapon of the word of faith cannot be ufed but by

the grace of faith : for, to make ufe of the word of faith,

without the. grace of faith, is to do no more than the

devil and his inftruments can do, who will quote fcrip-

ture as well as we ; but to wield that weapon with the

arm of faith, is what none but true believers, through

grace can do.

3. It fuppofes that we make profejjion of the faith

;

why fo ? Becaufe (lability in the faith, is a holding faji

the profejfion of ourfaith without wavering, Heb. x 23.

They cannot be faid to hold faft the profeffion thereof,

who



Ser.LXXXV. The Church's Strength. 419

who never had a profeflion, and never made a profeflion.

Men may be profeflbrs, indeed, that are not true be-

lievers ; but all true believers mufl be profeflbrs, and
ought to be profeflbrs, and hold fait their profeflion, in

the word times, without being afliamed of Chrifl;, or

his caufe ; as Paul, who was not ajhamed of the go/pel of

Chrifl, though oppofed by the great, and wife, and
learned of his day. Again,

4. It fuppofes that we yield the obedience of faith ; of

which we read, Rom. xvi. 26. This is a praclical pro-

feflion, or confeflion of Chrifl. There may be a

verbal profeflion with the mouth, without a praclical

profeflion with the life ; both fliould go together : we
ought to confefs Chrifl with the mouth, Rom. x. 10. with-

out being afhamed to acknowledge our Mailer ; and
we ought to difcover the fmcerity of our profeflion by
the whole tract of our converfation. This obedience of

faith, or praclical profeflion, is either active or paflive

:

aclive profeflion is when our lives and manners do fpeak

and confefs Chrifl:, and evidence that we are not of thefe

that profefs to know him, but in works deny him, A paf
Jive profeflion, is when we are ready to feal with our
fufferings and blood, what we profefs with our mouths
and actions : this is the profeflion of martyrs, to whom
// is given, in the behalf of Chrifl, not only to believe on

him, bat alfo to fufferfor his fake, Phil. i. 29. And here

you fee what is the obedience of faith, both active and
paflive. Now, true (lability herein fuppofes a man's en-

tering upon this obedience ; for, how {hall he be {table

in it who never began to yield it ? Stability in the faith—

then, being a liability in the doctrine of faith, in the

grace of faith, in the profeflion of faith, and in the obe-

dience of faith, it fuppofes a man's knowing and under-

Handing the faith which we ought to be eltabliihed in

;

believing what he underftands
;

profefling what he be-

lieves ; and practifing what he profefles : and, indeed,

faith not held in practice, will foon be denied in profef-

fion, when the trial comes.

^dly, The next particular propofed here was, What
this {lability in the faith includes. It includes two things,

1. An adherence to the faith. 2, A perfeveronce in it.

1. A
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i. A ftedfaft adherence to the faith, to the word of

faith, the grace of faith, the profeffion of faith, and the

obedience of faith ; this adherence to, or fitting (till up-

on, the fure foundation, is called a being rooted and built

up in Chrijl, Col. ii. 6, 7. It is not enough that we re-

ceive Chrijl Jefus the Lord, but we muft walk in him,

and be rooted and built up in him, by a daily improving

of him. It is a fixed adherence to him notwithstanding

all fears, Pfalm cxii. 7. He Jhall not be afraid of evil

tidings ; his heart is fixed, trufling in the Lord; his heart

is eflablifhed, he [hall not be afraid, &c. Notwithstanding

all attacks of the enemy, and defeats by them. Though
a believer be beat down, yet by faith he rifes, and keeps

his ground ; Rejoice not agahift me, mine enemy ; for,

though Ifall, I Jhall rife, Micah vii. 8. He that kills

his enemy at the firft blow, mows himfelf valiant ; but

fo does he alfo (hew a great deal of valour, who being

often knocked down and wounded, yet rifes again and
(lands to it. Though the field be many times doubtful

between faith and fear, between faith and doubting, yet

faith overcomes by adhering to Chriii, notwithstanding

difficulties in the way : thus Abraham (laggered not, but

was fixed in his perfuafion of the promife, being nothing

moved by contrary appearances, but againjl hope believed

in hope ; over-looking both the deadnels of his own body,

and the deadnefs of Sarah's womb.
2. It includes conftant perfeverance in the faith ; for,

be that endures to the endjhall be faved. They that call

away their confidence intirely, were never built upon
Chrifl ; and that fay, Why jhould I waitfor the Lord any

longer f This is not to fit flill, but to weary and with-

draw from Chrifl. A true believer may be weary of his

fins, and weary of his life, but he will never be weary

of his faith ; he takes up Job's relblution, Though heflay

me, yet will I tru/l in him. He buys the truth, and will,

neverfell it ; he buys it at any rate, and will fell it at no

rate : but they that buy truth at an eafy rate, no wonder
that they fell it at an eafy rate ; he that buys it for the

fake of the world, will fell it for the fake of the world
;

he that buys it for a lull, will fell it for a luft.

There are two things we are to adhere to, and perfe-

vere
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vere in, which yet the moft part of people think need-

lefs ; and thefe are, 1. The prefent truth ; and, 2. The
leajl truth.

(1.) The prefent truth is what we are always to adhere

to, and perfevere in, 2 Pet. i. 12. There the apoflle

fpeaks of being eftablifhed in the prefent truth. If a man
do not adhere to the truth, that is at prefent in contro-

verfy in his day, he will adhere to no truth at all. The
belt evidence of integrity is freedom from the prefent

corruptions of the times and place we live in ; and ad-

herence to the prefent oppofed truth, fo as to fwim a-

gainft the ftream when it is ftrong. Some think, what

need we trouble our heads with a truth that is contro-

verted among great and learned men ? Really, Sirs,

there is hardly one fundamental truth in religion, but

what has been controverted by the devil and his inftru-

ments ; and if we will not cleave to oppofed and contro-

verted truth, we muft renounce the truth altogether.

Nay, the more that Chrifl and his truths are oppofed,

the more fhould we (land firm for him and it.

(2.) The leajl truth is what we are to adhere to, and
perfevere in, if we would be (table in the faith ; he that

is content to part with a hoove, is content to part with

the whole of religion : as the true obeyer has a refpect

to all God's commandments ; fo the true believer has a

refpecl to all his truths. The lead truth of God is a

beam from the infinite Truth ; and the man that will not

adhere to the leaf! truth of Chrift, will adhere to no
truth in the day of trial for the truth.

4thly, The fourth thing here propofed was, What this

(lability in the faith excludes f To this we reply, that

among other things, it excludes thefe eight particulars

following.

1. It excludes a fainting at the fight of the crofs,

Prov. ii. 10. If thou faint in the day of ad-verjity, thy

flrength is fmall. Sometimes the diftant view of the

crofs is more terrible than when it is at hand; and fome
have fainted at the diftant view of it, that have rejoiced

at the prefence of it. Peter was not fo near the crofs,

when only his Mafterwas tried before the council, but

Vol. V. Ggg he
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he had a diftant profpect of it, and he fainted and fell

by a filly maid challenging him ; but when he came to

be before the council himfelf, inftead of fainting, you
fee what boldnefs he had, Acts v. 29. how he and the

reft of the apoftles departed from the council, rejoicing

that they were counted worthy tofufferJhamefor the name

of Chrift. The nearer the crofs of Chrift is viewed, the

fweeter it is ; and the nearer we come to it, the lighter.

However, this fainting at the fight of the crofs is ex-

cluded by this {lability : the more (table, the lefs faint-

ing.

2. This (lability in the faith excludes a doubtfulnefs

and hefitation about the truth, that we (land up for, and
adhere to, in a time of trial, Rom. xv. 5. Let every man
he fully perfuaded in his own mind. A man will never

firmly adhere to, or fuffer for that, which he is not fully

perfuaded is a truth. I defy you to be a cleanly fufferer

for the caufe of Chrift, in a day of Scotland's defection,

unlefs you can fay, that you are really perfuaded, that

the covenanted Reformation, doctrine, wormip, difcip-

line and government of the church of Scotland, is the

work of God, and founded on the word of God, and you
have no doubt in your heart to the contrary.

3. This (lability in the faith excludes a prefumptuous

perfuafion. We read of fome prefumptuous believers,

John ii. 23. to whom Chrift would not commit himfelf be-

caufe he knew them to be but rotten at the heart. Ma-
ny have a faith that has neither God for its Father, nor

the fcriptures for its mother ; it is a baftard, that has

neither true father nor mother, Chrift will not commit
himfelf to fuch believers : they perfuade themfelves that

they truft in Chrift, but he knows them, that they can-

not be trufted, and that they will not be trufty to him,

or his caufe.

4. This (lability in the faith excludes wavering, and
being to/fed to andfro, and carried about with every wind

of doctrine, Eph. iv. 14. Some will have one religion

this year, and another the next ; one religion with this

company, and another with that company. It is true,

the faith of believers may be (haken by temptations from

the devil, and his inftruments, but yet it is not broken
nor
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nor banifhed : he maintains an high veneration for the

truth which he hears brangled, oppofed, and borne

down, and yet cannot fufficiently defend, like the wo-

man that faid, " Though I cannot difpute for Chrift, yet

" I can burn for him." But if your religion changes

with the wind of temptation, or turns with the tide of

the times, it is not worth a farthing.

5. This ftability in the faith excludes dcublcnefs of

mind and tongue
, James i. 8. A double-minded man is un-

flable in all his ways. Many have a double mind, a

double face, a double tongue ; and when this double-

nefs gets in among God's people, it marrs this liability.

Peter learned a little of this doublenefs and diflimulation,

for which Paul took him to talk, Gal. ii. 13; Some are

expert in this trade of difTembling, that they may pleafe

every party ; but their prudence will be their plague,

who are not flraight and upright for God, to the utmoft

of their power and knowledge : their policy will never

be a cloak for their perjury, who, upon prudential con-

fiderations, defert the caufe of Chrift.

6. This {lability in the faith excludes all finful compli-

ances with the courfes of the times. To go further than

confcience will allow, is to make Jhipwreck offaith, and

a good confcience, 1 Tim. i. 19. Carnal reafon fays,

Hold with the times, comply with the meafures of the

majority, be what it will ; it is dangerous to do other-

wife : but God fays, Hold faith and a good confcience,

and then you are fafe ; He that walks uprightly, walks

fafely.

7. This ftability in the faith excludes finful flence,

when the caufe and intereft of Chrift requires our tefti-

mony ; For Zion's fake will I not hold my peace, fays the

prophet, Ifa. lxii. 1. The watchmen upon her walls are

ordered not to hold their peace, but to cry aloud, and not

/pare. There are fome fcriptures that many are like to

break their necks upon in our days, and that is one a-

mongft the reft, Amos v. 1 3. The prudentfhall keep fdence

in that time, for it is an evil time. Why then, fay fome
in their practice, we mould not fpeak a word for truth,

let truth be never fo much oppofed ; nor fpeak a word
againft any ads of Afiembly, let them be never fo con-

G g g 2 trary
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trary to fcripture, and covenants both. But God never

warranted any, according to their call, capacity, and
ftation, fo to keep filence as not to fpeak againft the e-

vils and errors of the times: this were inconfiftent to his

folemn orders to his watchmen, to give faithful warning

to people, as they would not be guilty of their blood.

And if God has faid, he will fend a /word to avenge the

quarrel of his covenant, I think, we particularly, who
preach the gofpel unto you, would not be faithful, if we
did not warn you that Scotland is in danger of God's
wrath, as long as there is any Handing acls of the na-

tional church, contradictory to, and inconfiftent with

the National Covenant ; nor will ever any wrefted fcrip-

ture be a fufficient cloak to cover us from the guilt of

finful filence.

8. This (lability in the faith excludes all finful debates

and difputings about known truths. We read, 1 Tim.
iii. 5. Ofperverfe difputings of men of corrupt minds , def-

tute of the truth : men that will bring known truths to be

matter of debate, will never be (table ; if the truth come
not to be a matter beyond debate, and beyond difpute

with them. Alas ! all the precious truths of God, even

fome that were never debated in our land, are, now-a-

days, become debatable points. It was never a point of

debate, or debeated in our reforming times, that mini-

iters were to be fettled by the call and confent of the

people, but now it is turned to a debatable point ; though
we have the ftrongeft arguments in fcripture for it. In

Ads i. 23. we have an argument for it drawn from the

greater to the lefs, in the whole church, or peoples be-

ing called to chufe the apoflle, as far as was confident

with his being immediately chofen of God, as the office

required ; for, the people were to chufe the two, out of

which God was to chufe one : and if they had fuch an

hand in the choice of the extraordinary officer, much
more ought they to have in the ordinary.—In Acls vi. 3.

we have an argument from the lefs to the greater, in the

chocfmg of deacons ; as the higheft officers, the apoftles,

were not chofen of God, without the people, in the for-

mer example ; fo here the lowefl officer could not be
chofen by the apoflks themfelves,, but by the people

;

though
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though one might think the apoftles were as good judges :

and if the people mult chufe thefe that take care of their

alms or charity , much more concern have they in choof-

ing fuch as take care of their fouls,— In Acts xiv. 23. we
have a plain argument from the example, the apoftles

ordained prefbyters by the fujfrage of the people, as it is

well known the word Xtxej7oi>n<rcu>Tzs> fignifies *.—And
James ii. from the beginning, we have thefe arguments

confirmed by the apoftle, discharging all refpect, in fpi-

ritual matters, to the rich man with the gold ring and the

gay clothing ; intimating, that no temporal wealth or he-

ritage can intitle them to any fpiritual privilege, no more
than an earthly eftate can intitle a man to heaven ; and
confequently, no heritor of this earth, as fuch, has any

right above others to chufe paflors to any congregation,

which is a fpiritual privilege relating to immortal fouls
\

minifters themfelves have no title to be lords over the

confciences of men, far lefs have they power, by any

act whatfoever, to make temporal heritors, or earthly

this is in fcripture, and though it be one of the covenan-

fuperiors, lords over God's heritage. But for as clear as

ted principles, yet it is turned now to a debatable point \,

Again, it is now turned a debatable queftion, whe-
ther Chrift be thtfupreme God, the moft high God, though
yet in fcripture all the great names of God, all the glo-

rious attributes of God, all the wonderful works of God,
and all the worfhip due only to God be afcribed to him $*

— It is now a debatable point, whether there be any ne-

cejjity for dhine fupernatur al revelation, whether the

light of nature be not fufficient, without the fcripture,

* The word X£/poTov«<ravTE?, in our verfion, is hut half-tranflated ; and
made to run this; And when they had ordain kd them elders in every church.

But according to Erafmus, who renders it, Cum Juffragiis creajjent, and Beza,
Pafor, &c. who have it, ferfuffragia cresjfent, it fliould run thus, When they had,

ty Suffrages, appointed to them elders in every church. All the old Engliib

Tranflations have it fo; and it was retained by our laft tranflators, until the
verfion was committed by K. James, to forne of the Englifh bifhops to be re-

vifed, who vitiate this, as well as thirteen other paiTages of the New Tefta-

ment, to make them favour the church of England. The word here is not
XncoBia-icc, which fignifies the atlion ofminifters in ordaining; but it is XuptTovta,
which is exprefiive of the peoples ad in electing paflors, by elevation, or lifting

up the hand, as was the cuftom at that time. In this fenfe the apoftle ufes it,

2 Cor. viii. 19.

f This reaibning has a peculiar reflect to the act of Parliament, 1 710, re-

ftoring patronage, and the acl; of AfTembly, 1731, in vefting heritors and el-

ders with the power of eledlion of minifters. Stc above, p. 304, 316, 3? 7.

I Alluding to the procefs concerning profeffbr Simpfon, briefly laid open,
Vol. II. p. 4 6<S. Vol. IV. p. 144.
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to falvation *.—In a word, the greatefl points in religion

are turned debatable points, and among the reft, whe-
ther our national covenants be binding upon us -(-.

Well, 1 fay, (lability in the faith excludes all finful de-

bating about known truths ; and when matters of faith

are turned to debatable queflions, it is a clear demon-
flration of the inftability of the times. If we would fit

(till, and be liable Chriflians, we are to lay up known
truths in our boforns, as matters beyond debate ; the

debating of known truths is a fin as pernicious as com-
mitting of known fins, and omitting of known duty, or

negle&ing of known commands. Thus we fee what

this {lability in the faith includes. The mentioning of

thefe things plainly (how, that it is our ftrength to fit

fliil, and to be (lable and fixed in the faith : there is lit-

tle fafety where there is little {lability.

$thly, The next thing propofed upon this head was,

what this (lability in the faith infers. And I fhall confi-

der this queflion, 1. With refpecr. to the objecl. 2. With
reference to the exercife of this liability in the faith. The
firil queflion will relate to what we are to be flabl: in,

when (table in the faith ? and the fecond to this, how we
mould be eftablimed ?

[i.j What this (lability infers, with reference to the

objecl: ? And here we (hall enumerate the following ten

particulars on this point.

1. Stability in the faith infers, with reference to the

objecl, wherein we are to be (lable, a (lability in refpecl

of our principles : and hence we are called to hold faith

* About this time the principles of infidelity were greatly upon the increafe ;

and feveral of the younger clergy but too juftly fufpe&ed as favourers of deifti-

cal tenets. Mr. Campbell, profefibr of ecclefiaftical hiftory in St. Andrews,

openly publifhed to the world a fyftem of very pernicious principles ; and a-

inongft others, " That the laws of nature, are in themfelves, a certain and fuffi-

*' cient rule to dire<9: rational minds to happinefs ; and that the obferving thefe
*• laws is the great mean and inftrument of our real and lading felicity." And the

author of the AJJemllfs Catechifm revifed, etc. faps all the Peculiar Dotlrines of
Chriliianity, and (hikes at the whole Scheme ofDivine Revelation^ contained in the

iaid Catechifm. And fo infolent were fome upon this point, that a little after

this, one Mr Nimmo, ftudent in divinity, in a public difcourfc in the divinity-

hair of Edinburgh, made a blafphemous attack upon the -whole of Divine Revc
lation.

f The perpetual binding obligation of thefe covenants have been afTerted by
many writers

;
particularly by Mr Shield's in his Hind let Loofe, p. 514,—jzo.

aad Mr Brown in his apologetical Relation, p. 317,—414.

and
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and a good confcience, 1 Tim. i. 19.: thefe two makeup
a right principle, namely, faith and a good confcience.

The object of a right principle is the truth, which is the

object of faith. The fubjed of a right principle is con-

fcience, and that a good confcience, zjanclified confcience

;

thefe two mud be joined together, Hold faith and a good

confcience. Error is feldom accompanied with holinefs

;

faith and confcience go well together ; many join them
very profanely, by fwearing by them ; few join them
religioufly, and hold them faft together. The Spirit

fpeaks exprefly, that in the latter times fome mail de-

part from the faith, 1 Tim. iv. 1. We do not know
wThat is coming upon us ; but it may be that thefe truths

we now allow, and approve of, we may come to be
aihamed of, as fome are at this day of our antient co-

venanted principles.

2. Stability in the faith infers, liability in refpecl of

the promifes. We fee David taking hold of the promife,

Pfal. lx. 6. God has fpoken in his holinefs, I will rejoice:

he fees the mercy, truth, and holinefs of God are pledg-

ed for making out the promife. Now, we ought to be
ftable in the faith thereof: many times we take the pro-

mife, and upon the firil temptation we call; it away

;

but we are to hold the promife as we would do our life,

faying, Lord, I hope in thy word ; Lord, remember the

word on which thou haft caufed me to hope. We are to

expect good upon the head of the promife.

3. Stability in the faith infers, liability in refpect of

the relations wherein we (land to God, and he to us :

the church maintains the faith of this, Song ii. 6. My
Beloved is mine, and I am his. And again, Song vii. 10.

/ am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine. She fays it

backward and forward, He is mine, and I am his ; and
again, I am his, and he is mine : and, indeed, (lability

in the faith of this, is requifite when enemies fay, Where
is thy Godf And what claim have you to him more than
others.

4. Stability in the faith infers, {lability in duty, and
particularly in the duty of the times, and in prefent du-

ty, that God calls to in his prefent difpenfations : as it

is {aid of the children of Iffachar, that they had un-

der/landing
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derjland'mg of the times to know what Ifrael ought to do

9

i Chron. xii. 32. It may be faid of many of us, what
Chrift faid of the Pharifees, Matth. xvi. 3. that they

could difcern theface of'the J%y, but could not difcern the

figns of the times. We have (kill of many things, but no
fkill of prefent duty : but he that is eftabliftied in the

knowledge of prefent duty, though there mould be
never fo many dangers and hazards in the way, he will

venture upon duty, and tread upon the neck of hazard.

See John xi. 7, 8. Jefus faid unto the dijciples, Let us

go into Judea. Again, His difciples an/wered, Mafler,
the Jews of latefought to Jlone thee, andgoejl thou thither

again f Jefus anfzvered, ^Are there not twelve hours in the

day, and while a man walks in the day he flumhles not
f

be-

caufe he feeth the light. " I have, might he fay, twelve
cc hours to walk in, and they are not yet ended ; there
" is no fear of hazard till my day be done :" let not

prefent duty be neglecled from the profpecl; of hazard.

Danger hath many times more bulk in our eye than

duty ; but, if we follow Chrift, duty will be more bulky

in our eye than danger.

5. Stability in the faith infers, (lability in our refolu-

tion to follow duty. Thus Jomua, chap. xxiv. 14, 15.

when he is dealing with Ifrael, to whom he had been a

leader, and endeavouring to confirm them in their refo-

lution to ferve the Lord, Chufe ye, fays he, whither you

will ferve the gods on this fide of thefloods or the gods on

the other fide ofthe flood ; but as for me, and my houfe, we
will ferve the Lord. " Lay your hand to your heart,

" might he fay, and choofe you whom you will ferve

;

cc but I am refolute, I will ferve the Lord." Such a

(lability David profefTes, / have [worn, and I zvill per-

form, that I will keep thy righteous judgments.

6. Stability in the faith infers, (lability in our courage

and boldnefs to confefs Chrift before the world, when o-

thers deny him: it is an awful word, Mat. x. 32, 33.

TVhofoever jhall confefs me before men, him will I confefs

before my Father which is in heaven ; but whofiever Jhall

deny me before men y him alfo will I deny before my Father

who is In heaven. It is recorded to the praife of Daniel,

that when he was forbidden to pray to God, he is not

daunted,
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daunted, but will openly worfhip him with his windows
open toward Jerufalem, when a royal ftatute and decree

\^as emitted, that whofoever ihould a(k a petition of any

god or man, for thirty days, fave of king Darius, he

ihould be cafl into the lions den ; Daniel worshipped

God in all the folemn circumftances he had formerly

done. Some might have thought he might have worfhip-

ped and kept his window clole, without expofing him-

felf by fuch a circumftance ; but when even the circum-

fiances of a teftimony and confeflion tends to glorify

God, and the failing even in circumftances would tend to

difhonour God, and gratify the enemy, they mult be

adhered unto. Hence fay fome, " He that cannot be
" a circumltantial confefTor will never be a martyr.

"

7. Stability in the faith infers, liability in our war a-

gainft fin, and in our old and new victories we have ob-

tained over our idols and luffs, that we lofe not that

which we have wrought, 2 John ver. 8. Look to four-

felves, that we lofe not that which we have gained, as

the word is in the margin. May we not fay many times,

What we gained in the forenoon we lofe in the after-

noon ; what victory over fin we have gained in the e-

vening, we have loft in the morning ; or, what we have

gained in the morning, we lofe in the evening. Per-

haps you have got fome ground upon your worldly-

mindednefs, fome time ago ; fome ground upon your
paffion, fome ground upon your luffs ; but, alas ! now
all is gone. What need have we to look to ourfelves

that we be {table in our war againft corruption, iledfaft

in maintaining what victories we have got over our
lufts!

8. Stability in the faith infers, (lability in ourfpiriiu-
alframe, as far as pofhble. It is true, this is the moil

changeable thing in the world ; who can fpeak of a com-
munion frame continuing eight days ? yea, or eight

hours ? It is a very rare thing
;

yet this ought to be

ftudied, and means of maintaining a fpiritual frame fol-

lowed, particularly in the intervals of duty; not only

by fpiritual converfation,but alfo fpiritual ejaculations

towards heaven ) Pray without ceafing, fays the apoftle

;

Vol. V. Hhh that:
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that is, according to fome, endeavour ftill to maintain

a praying frame.

9. Stability in the faith infers, {lability in fpiritual ex-

perience and experimental knowledge. This helps to

courage in unliable and dangerous times. Paul, fpeak-

ing of his fufferings, fays, Neverthelefs I am not afham-

ed • for I know in whom I have believed ; and I am per-

fuaded that he is able to keep that which 1 have committed

unto him, 2 Tim. i. 12. "I know what dealings I have
" had with him, and what affairs I have committed to

" his truft ; I know what meetings I have had with him,
" may a believer fay, what Bethel vifits I have had from
" him, and what Peniel views I have had of him."

Trying times may {hake your experiences, and death

will try them, and perhaps bring down twenty of them
to one or two : we need to be {table and well eftablifh-

e<l therein.

10, Stability in the faith infers, {lability in all the 0-

ther graces of the Spirit. It infers liability in our love

and affeclion to Chrift, and his truth. The church of

Ephefus is reproved becaufe (he fellfrom her jirfl love,

Rev. ii. 4. O ! where is that love that once you had to

Chrift and his way ? But were we ftedfaft in the faith,

we would be fledfaft in our affections to Chrift and his

caufe.—It infers {lability in our joy, fo as to rejoice in

Chrift Jefus ; Though the fig-tree jhould not bloffbm, yet

will I rejoice in the Lord : 1 will be glad in the God of my

fahation. It infers {lability in our hope ; Continuing in

the faith, grounded andfettled, fo as not to be moved away

from the hope of the go/pel, Col. i. 23. What the anchor

is to the {hip, that is hope to the foul, Entering within the

vail, and having refpett to the recompence ofreward, with

Mofes ; living in expectation of the heavenly Canaan

;

and in this view preferring a {hare with the fuffering If-

raelites before all the riches of Egypt.—It infers {lability

in our zeal; many are like Gallio, who care for none

of thefe things, whither God or Baal prevail ; whither

Dagon or the ark be fet up ; whatever religion is in

vogue they fet up for being like Reuben, Unjtable as

water, and cannot excell : but {lability in our zeal for

God, and his intereft, is duty at all times, efpecially in

times
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times of greateft hazard, though it mould coft us the

lofs of our lives as well as our livelihood : it will be gain

at lad. Thus of the object of our (lability, or what
we are to be eftablimed in.

[2.] What this liability infers, with reference to the

exercife of this (lability, or the duty of (ledfaftnefs.

1. This duty of (lability infers and carries along with

it grace in the heart as the predominant fettler and efta-

blimer of the foul, Heb. xiii. 9. // is a good thing to have

the heart ejlablijhed with grace. Grace mud be predo-

minant in that exercife, in fettling the heart in the day
of trouble and temptation. Where there is little grace,

there is much ebbing and (lowing in religion.

2. This duty of (lability infers, an immoveable motion
,

a conftant moving, yet always immoveable, 1 Cor. xv.

58. Be fledfafl and immoveable, always abounding in the

work of the Lord : the word fignifies ever moving, and
yet never moving ; that is, ever moving within the circle

of duty that God has cad for him, but never moving
over God's bounds.

3. This duty of (lability infers, a continual zvatchful-

nefs ; Watch ye, Jland faft in the faith. Let him that

thinks heJlandeth take heed leajl he fall. We ought to

watch unto prayer ; and watch unto the practice of

known truth : every frefh difcovery of truth quickening

to the frefti practice of it : we ought to watch againft fin

and particularly againft the fin of a backfliding time,

wherein perjury is varnilhed over with the name of

prudence. See Ifa. li. 20, 21.

4. This duty of (lability infers and carries with it,

daily renewed aclings offaith upon the Lord Jefus Chrifl,

I Pet. ii. 4. To whom coming, as to a living /lone ; ye

alfo as living flones are built up a fpiritual houfe. It is a

new coming to Chrift that is there fpoken of? the (table

Chriftian every day fallens new grips, and takes fader

hold of Chrill, left the former grip and former hold

mould (lip.

5. This (lability infers, a daily fucking in the fap of
the fcriptures, in order to fpiritual growth and fpiritual

flrength, i Pet. ii. 3. As new born babes, dcfire the fin-

cere milk ofthe word, that ye may grozv thereby t 1 Pet. 2, 3.

Hhh 2 The
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The Heady Chriftian will be daily gathering a (lock of

fcriptures, and a treafure of truths into his bofom, that

when the devil fets his cannon of temptation againft him,

he may be ready to bring out a cannon of fcripture quo-

tations out of his bofom, as Chrift. himfelf did, Matth.

iv. 3,— 11. and thereby defeat the devil, and difcomfit

the ilrong man.

6. This duty of {lability infers, a patient waiting for

the appointed time of the promtfe being accomplified ; Hab.

ii. 3. The vifwn is for an appointed time ; but at the end

it fhall [peak and not lye : though it tarry, zvait for it, be-

cauje it will furely come. The Lord many times referves

fome precious word of promife to be made out to his

friends, when they come to fome fad hour of trial and
temptation ; Becaufe thou haft kept the word of my pa-

tience, I will keep thee from the hour of temptation, Rev.

iii. 10. Until the dark hour come, perhaps he will not

fhow himfelf. God promifes to deliver Ifrael out of E-
gypt, Exod. iii. 8.; but, behold the Lord keeps the
out-making of the promife to a Red-fea, and there he

lets it drop into their cup: The Egyptians whom you have

feen to day, you fhall fee them a^ain no more for ever,

Exod. xiv. 13. Think not ftrange, if fome fweet pro-

mife be referved to a Red-fea that is before you : Ifrael

had never known the fweetnefs of the promife, if a Red-
fea had not made it out. God has wonderful ways of

making out his word through fire and water.

7. This duty of liability infers, a continual warfare,

and fighting the goodfight offaith, putting on, and keep-

ing on, the fpiritual armour, Eph. vi. 11, 12. And above

ally taking the fhield of faith, whereby zue quench all the

fiery darts of the wicked. When the devil is like to fet

all the houfe in a flame with his fiery darts, we are as

fad to bring water from, the word of God, and throw it

upon the fire to quench it. Yea, not only has faith the

waters of the fan&uary to caff upon the flames, but alfo

the blood of the covenant, the blood of Chrift, to ex-

tinguish the fire ; We overcome by the blood of the Lamb.
Why, the believer can go, where the tempter cannot

approach, and that is to the holiefl by the blood of Jefus ;

or
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or to God, through Jefus Chrifl, to bring flrcngth from

on high.

8. This duty of (lability in the faith infers, a living

upon things unfeen, till we get the things that do appear

;

We look not at the things that are feen, but at the things

that are not feen ; for the things that are feen are temporal,

hut the things that arc not feen are eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 18.

How did Mofes bear up, when he chufed affliction with

the people of God < Why, he endured as feeing him who
is invi/ible, Heb. xi. 27. Vifible things bulk mod with

us, but they are the rnofl changeable things ; therefore,

they are bed of in trying times, amidft all outward

changes, who look rnoft to the things that are not feen,

and which are eternal and unchangeable.

9. This duty of (lability infers, efpecially in perilous

times, a taking up the crofs, and yet leaving the weight of
it upon Chrifl. The crofs of Chrifl is like the yoke of

Chrift, of which he fays, My yoke is eafy, and my bur-

den is lights Matth. xi. 30. We are not to take it up,

in order to bear the weight and burden of it, but only to

take it up, and lay the weight of it upon Chrifl himfelf,

who fo orders us^ faying, Cajl thy burden on the Lord,

and he willfuftain thee, Pfalm lv. 22. Our Lord never

requires us to lift a burden, but with a defign we mould
lay it upon his own (houlders, who is the chief burden-
bearer. When he calls us to a warfare, it is upon his

own charges ; therefore, if we have any faith, we need
not be afraid of the crofs of Chrifl ; it is rather matter

of joy ; Count it alljoy when ye fall into divers temptations
,

James i. 2. It is matter of gloriation ; Godforbid that

we Jhould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus ChriflY
Gal. vi. 14. We glory in tribulations', knowing that tribu-

lation worketh patience ; and patience, experience ; and
experience, hope; Rom. v. 3.

10. This duty of (lability in the faith, in perilous

times, infers a continuance in the faith in times of trouble

;

If ye continue in my word, fays Chrifl, then are ye my dif
cipies indeed ; and ye fliall know the truth, and the truth

(hall make you free, John viii. 31, 32. Who will be the

freeft man in trying times ? Even the drifted man,
who continues moil firmlv in the faith. There is a four-

fold
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fold work of faith, in this continuing exercife of it in a
day of trouble.

(i.) It is the work of eftablifhed faith to take a new
feajl upon an old experience. The man comes fometimes
to a wildernefs where there is nothing to be gotten but
hunger and want, and then fits down and fearches around
to find fomething to fupport him, and prefently recol-

lects what he has formerly enjoyed, and fo falls upon a

five or fix-year-old experience, a twenty or thirty-year-

old experience, and takes a feafl upon it, faying, " For
" all that is come and gone, I will remember the years
" of the right-hand ofthe Mojl High : I will remember thee

" from the land of Jordan, andfrom the hill Mizar. I
" will remember the works of the Lord ; furely I will re-

" member thy wonders of oldP Pfalm xlii. 6. lxxvii. n.
It is the work of faith, in the day of trouble, to take

a new meal upon an old promife, as Jacob did, Gen.
xxxii. 12. Thou faid/l, I will furely do thee good : and
now, remember the word on which thou caufedjl me to

hope.

(2.) It is the work of eftablifhed faith, in times of
trouble, to fit down upon the hill of difficulties and flraits,

and fing that pleafant fong, Though the fig-tree fhould not

blofom^ nor fruit be found in the vine, &c.
;
yet will 1 re-

joice in the Lord, and be glad in the God of my falvatian.

Though my houfe be not fo with God ; though my heart be
not fo with God as I would wifh, yet he hath made with

me an everlafting covenant, well ordered in all things and

fure : and this is all my falvation. and all my defire.

(3.) It is the work of eftablifhed faith, in a day of

trouble and hiding, fometimes to make ufe of fome com-

mon relations to God as an argument for faith, till it get

a more fpecial relation to feed upon ; Pfalm cxix. J3.
Thy hands have made andfalhioned me ; give me under(land-

ing that I may learn thy commandments. Thy hands have

made me andfafhioned me ; well, may not any reprobate

wretch in the world fay the fame thing ? True ; but

they cannot make fuch an argument of it, Give me un-

der/landing that I may learn thy commandments.—Pfal. xxii.

9, 1 o. Thou art he that took me out of the wo?nb ; well,

what of that ? It follows in the next verfe, Thou art my
God
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Godfrom my mother's belly.—Faith can take an argument
from a general relation, till it get a more fpecial relation

to plead upon.

(4.) It is the work of faith to draw encouragements

from difcouragements : What more difcouraging than to

be called a dog? Matth. xv. 27. yet the poor woman
draws encouragements out of it : Truth Lord ; yet the

dogs eat of the crumbs that fall from their mafler's table.

Hezekiah draws encouragement even from oppreflion

;

Ifa. xxxviii. 14. Lord, I am oppreffed, undertake for
vie. David draws encouragement even from the greateji

of his fins, Pfalm xxv. ii. For thy name's'fake pardon mine
iniquity, for it is great. He draws an argument from
his weaknefs, Pfalm vi. 2. Have mercy upon me, for I am
weak : and fometimes from his poverty and necej/lty,

Pfalm xl. 17. I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinks

upon me. Eftablifhed faith will, from guilt, draw an
argument for pardon ; from pollution, an argument for

purification ; from (icknefs, an argument for heal-

ing, &c.

(5.) It is the work of eftablifhed faith to difpute and
deny the conclufions of unbelief, Pfal. lxxxvii. 7, 8, 9. The
conclufions of unbelief are, The Lord will cafl off; the

Lord will be favourable no more ; his mercy is clean rone ;

his promife fails ; he has forgotten to be gracious ; he has

in anger fhut up his tender mercy : but faith firft difputes

thefe conclufions, faying, Will the Lord cafl offfor ever?
will he be favourable no more ? is his mercy clean %one ?

doth his promife failfor evermore? has he forgotten to be
gracious ? has he in anger fhut up his tender mercy ? It

calls thefe conclufions into debate, difputing and quef-
tioning them, and then denies them in the following

verfe, Ifaid> this is my infirmity ; I will remember the

years ofthe right-hand of the Mofl High ; L will remember
the zuorks of the Lord, and his wonders ofold. And when-
ever faith comes to deny the conclufion of unbelief, then
it is at the head of the mount, as it were, at the top of
the hill, and a fong of triumph in its mouth, I will re-

member the years of the right hand oj the Mofl High, and
his works and wonders of old.

(6.) It is the work of eftablifhed faith, in a day of

the
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the trial of faith, to recover and reftore the foul, when
temptation has thrown it down into the mire. David
fell before the temptation that was drawn from the pro-

fperity of the wicked, and adveriity of the godly, Pfalm

Ixx. and fays, verfe 13. Verily, I have cleanfed my heart

in vain, and wafioed my hands in innocency ; for I am
plauged all day long. Well, but whenever he went to

the fanctuary of God by faith, then he recovers himfelf,

and fays, So foolifh was I and ignorant ; I was as a beajl

before thee : neverthelefs, I am continually with thee : thou

holdefl me by my right-hand ; thou wilt guide me by thy coun-

fel, and afterwards receive me into thy glory. Whom have

I in heaven but thee, and there is none in the earth that I
deftre befides thee. My flefh and my heart faileth, but God
is the ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever.

Thus we fee what this {lability in the faith infers and

carries along with it. I now proceed to the next general

head,

III. To mew that this fiability and eflablifhment in the

faith, is peoples ftrength and fafety in perilous times.

For opening this head, I mail confider, 1. The evil

and difadvantage of instability. 2. The good and ad-

vantage of stability in the faith.

1/?, The evil and difadvantage of instabisity and

unftedfaftnefs appears in thefe particulars.

1. Inftability in the faith is hateful to God, who fays,

If any man drawback, my foul jhall have no pleafure in

him, Heb. x. 38. It provokes God to reject people,

and to fpew them out of his mouth. And why fo ?

Becaufe,

2. Inftability in the faith is a greatly aggravated fin :

it is a fin againil knowledge; and thefewant who knows

his mafler
J

s will, and does it not, is to be beaten with double

flripes. It is a fin againil profeiiion and engagements,

whether national or perfonal, in baptifm and the Lord's

fupper. It is a (in againil great love and mercy.

3. Inftability in the faith has fearful idolatry wrapt

up in it. When, by unbelief, we depart from the foun-

tain of living waters, we turn to earthen cifterns, which

can hold no water.

4. Inftability
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4. Inftability in the faith is the greatefl reproach ; it is

a leaving of God, even after experience : few have a

profeflion of faith, but have tailed fomethingof the fweet-

nefs of God's ways ; and now, to prefer fin and lulls,

what a reproach is call: upon God ?

5. Inftability in the faith is worfe than profanenefi^

2 Pet. ii. 21, 22. // had been better for them, not to have

known the way of righteoufnefs, than after they have known

it, to turn from the holy commandment. Inftability being

the porch of apoftacy, where this is total, it is worfe

than profanity; for it is a greater fin to renounce Chrift,

than to refufe him.

6. Inftability provokes God to write a bill cf divorce

againft a people ; it is a fin that feparates between God
and them : it is jult with God to cad them off, when
they cafl him off. And, wo to a people when God de-

parts from them.

idly, The next thing was to fpeak of the good and

advantage of stability and ejlablijhment in the faith :

and therein it will appear, that it is a church or people's

ftrength to fit ftill, and abide in the faith. The advan-

tage of {lability in the faith may appear in the following

particulars.

1. Effablifhment in the faith puts a man in capacity

to aft for God, Ifa. xi. 31. They that watt on the Lord,

fhall renew their fircjtgth. And again, They that know
their Godfliall beJlrong and do exploits, Dan. xi. 32. They
have ftrength to do for Chrift : if we abide in Chrift,

by faith then we bring forth fruit to the praife of God.
2. Stability in the faith puts a man in cafe to /offer for

Chrift, and to continue with him in his temptation ; and

thereby the Chriftian is made fure of Chrift's legacy
;

Ye are they who have continued with me in my temptations,

and I appoint unto you a kingdom. This legacy is fecured

by the death of the Teftator, Luke xxii. 28. The men
of the world think they have a poor bargain, who ven*

ture all for Chrift ; but let me fee where there is fuch a

noble bargain, and fo upmaking for time and eternity.

3. Stability in the faith puts a man in cafe to die for

Chrift, if he be called to it, Acts xxii. 13. What mean

ye to weep, and break mine heart f I am content not only

Vol. V. Ii i to



438 Stability in the Faith, Ser.LXXXV.
h be bound, but even to die at Jerufalem for the name of

Jefus. His friends were weeping becaufe he was going

up to Jerufalem, where bonds and imprifonments were
abiding him ; but fays he, / am content not only to be

bound, but to die at Jerufalem for the name of the Lord Je-

fus : I value my life as well as you do ; but when my
life, and the Lord of life comes in competition, my life

fhall go, though I had a thoufand lives.

4. Stability in the faith puts a man in cafe to defeat

the devil; for, by faith, we quench his fiery darts, and

refifl him flcdfaflly in the faith. Satan fought to winnow
Peter, but Chrift prayedfor him, and that his faith might

not fail. This fays, the devil has a fieve wherein he lifts

and winnows, and winnows both miniflers and people

:

and we may well affirm, that Satan has the miniflers and
Chriilians of Scotland now in a fieve, and he is fifting and
riddling them : and it is like, more chaff than good corn

will be found among us: but as for thefe that are ftable

in the faith, Satan lofes his pains and his profit with

them ; for, they will be able to overcome', by the blood of
the Lamb) and the word of their tejlitnony.

5. Stability in the faith makes a man reach the defign

both of the word and rod : it is the end of both to efta-

blifh us in the faith ; wherefore comes the word to us,

but that we may believe and be ftrong in the faith ?

"Wherefore comes the rod, but that by the trial of faith

it may be ftrengthened and confirmed ? So that up-

on a man that is eftablifhed in the faith, both word
and rod have got their errand ; none of them are in

vain.

6. Stability in the faith is an honourable duty and exer-

cife ; for, faith is the crown, and (ledfailnefs therein is

a keeping of the crown. Rev. iii. 11. Behold, I come

quickly ; holdfafl what thou hajl, that no man take thy

crown : and he lays no other burden upon us but this,

Holdfafl till I come, Rev- ii. 24, 35.

7. Stability in the faith proves a man to be a true dif-

ciple, John viii. 31, 32. Ifye continue in my word, then are

ye my difaples ; and ye fhall know the truth, and the truth

Jhall make you free. Men may reckon themfelves free

by human laws and acts, though yet they abide not in

the
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the truth ; but they that know the truth, and abide in

it, are free by an ad of the court of heaven.

8. Stability in the faith influences our growth in every

grace ; we will never add grace to grace, experience to

experience, and faith to faith, unlefs we be itable in the

faith; The -path of the jufl is as tie jhimng light, that

Jhineth more and more unto the perfeci day. When we are

fledfaft and immoveable, then we are always abounding in

the work ofthe Lord. Except we ply the oars clofe, we

will go down the firearm

9. Stability in the faith evidencesJincerify and upright-

nefs of heart, even as inftability evidences hypocrify,

Pfal. xxvii. 37. Their heart was not right with God, nei-

ther were they ftedfafi in his covenant. Their unfted-

faflnefs difcovered that their heart was not right with

God. Now, if you be fleady and ftable in the faith, it

will difcover that your heart was right with God, and

that is the great matter.

1 o. Stability in the faith makes a man ufeful in his

generation^ though he were alone, yet he is ufeful, as

Noah, of whom God fays, Gen. vii. 1. Come thou , and

all thy houfe, into the ark, for thee only have Ifound righ-

teous before me in this generation. How ufeful was he to

the prefervation of a remnant ! Elijah was alone as a

prophet ; and how ufeful was he in his day ? He is cal-

led the chariots of Ifrael and the horfemen thereof And
though a man that is (table in the faith were of no other

ufe but to give his teflimony for God, exonerate him-

felf in his day, it is a matter of confequence to the ge-

neration, both pad, prefent, and to come.
We need, Sirs, at this day, to exonerate ourfelves

at the hands of our forefathers, who are gone ; at the

hands of our children, who are living ; and at the

hands of our pofterity, that are to come. O Sirs, it is

a queftion we mould pofe ourfelves with, are we faith-

ful to our fathers that went before us ? Are we faithful

to thefe that are cotemporary with us ? And, are we faith-

ful to thefe that are following after us, when we our-

felves are rotten in the dufl ?— What are we doing, to

exonerate ourfelves at the hand of our forefathers, who
travelled night and day to get a covenanted work of Re-

I i i 2 formation
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formation brought to the pattern of God's word, and

committed it to us, having left it whole and found at

our doors ? Alas ! how is this work marred and defaced

among our hands ! How has the generation betrayed

the truft our fathers committed to us ?—What are we
doing to exonerate ourfelves at the hand of the prefent

generation f Are we contending for the faith, and for

the caufe of Chrift, againft thofe that are betraying it ?

And, what are we doing to exonerate ourfelves at the

hands of our poflerity f Are we tranfmitting Reforma-

tion-work whole and found to them ? Or rather, are

we not tranfmitting to them poifon, inftead of wholfom

food ; train, inftead of truth ; lumber and drofs, inftead

of filver and gold ; and counterfeit, inftead of good coin ?

In a word, {lability in the faith is our Jlrength and

fifetf9 becaufe it is God himfelf, Chrift himfclf, that is

our ftrength and fafety ; he is the ftrength of Jfrael ;

and therefore, our ftrengtn lies in fitting ftill, and fit-

ting near to him : our ftrength lies not in the acl of faith,

otherwife it were enough to have once fat down upon

this foundation ; but it lies in the objecl and ground of

faith, our Lord Jefus Chrift ; the Lord our righteoufnefs

andjlrength^ on which alone true faith doth reft and lit

ftill : when we flay, by faith, in the midfr. of our ftrong

tower, we are fafe, becaufe the ftrong tower is our fafe-

ty : the ftrengrh of faith is God himfelf in Chrift ; there-

fore to abide in him, to fit ftill and reft on him alone is

our ftrength. When a man runs to, and refts upon an

impregnable rock, where he is fafe from the enemy, we
do not mean that it is his acl ofrefting there that fecures

him, but the rock on which he refts
;

yet we fay, it is

his ftrength to fit ftill upon the rock, becaufe the rock

is his ftrength : fo it is our ftrength to fit ftill on the

Rock of ages ; becaufe Chrift the Rock of ages is our

ftrength, and when, by unbelief, we depart from him,

then we defert our ftrength.

IV. The next thing was the application. All the ap-

plication I offer at the time is in a few infere?ices.

i. If it be fo, as has been faid, hence fee, what to

think of thefe who are fo far
4 from being Jledfaft in the

faithy
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faith, that they are ftedfaft in a courfe offin ; inflead of

fitting ftill upon the Rock of ages, they are fitting

ftill upon fandy foundations that will fink with them

;

*they fit ftill in their fins, and fit (till in their errors,

and fit dill in their floth and fecurity. Oh ! how
dreadful and terrible is their cafe ! For God is faying to

fuch, Rev. xxii. II. He that is unjufl, let him be ufuft

ftill ; he who is Jilthy, let him be filthy ftill ; he that is

erroneous, let him be erroneous (till ; he who is wicked
and ungodly, let him be fo ftill ; he who is joined 1q his

idols, let him alone. God is faying, Miniflers, let him
alone ; ordinances, let him alone

;
providences, let him

alone ; my Spirit, let him alone; My Spirit ftpall net

always ftrive with men upon earth.

2. Hence we may fee what to think of the church of

Scotland at this day ; how dangerous her circumliances

are, when inflead of fitting ftill, and remaining fledfaft

in the faith, fhe is receding and running away from her

antient Reformation principles, and purity. How un-

ftable, like water, is the generation ! How great is the

apoftafy and defection of the day ! And here we may
fee, if there fhall be any fchifm, or feparation, in the

church of Scotland very foon upon the prefent emergen-

cy *, that you all know of, who will be the fchifmatics

and feparatifts ? Surely not thefe who fit ftill and remain

fledfaft in the faith, and upon the old foundation, but

thefe who go off from our Reformation principles : thefe

that fit ftill are the ftrength and fafety of a church,

they that rife and turn away, the ruin thereof.

3. Hence fee matter whereby every one may try their

ftate and their ftrength, by trying what ftability they

have in the faith. Have you a liable and ftrong faith ?

(1.) Strong faith is a fighting faith ; it fights againft all

difcouragements and overcomes the greateft difficulties

and trials, 1 Sam. xxx. 6. Hab. iii. 17, 18. Heb. xi.

33, 34, ; againft the greateft temptations to fin, Heb.
xi. 24, 25, (2.) It is a rcfolute and wilful faith ; Though

heflay me, yet will I truft in him. It hands not at pro-

vidences feemingly contradicting the promifes, Rom. iv.

* Our Author here, without douht, alludes to the conduct of the Church-
judicstorirs, in their profecution at this time carrying on againft the tout
Brethren, formerly briefly narrated, p. 304.

*9' 2 0.



442 St ab ility in the Faith, Ser. LXXXV.
19, 20. ; againft all difcouragements ; Why art thou caft

dawn, O my foul? (3.) It is a wreftling faith ; I will

not let thee go, except thou blefs me, (4.) It is a violent

faith ; The kingdom of heaven fujfereth violence, and the

violent take it by force. (5.) It is a difputing faith, it

difputes every inch ; Truths Lord, I am a dog ; yet the

dogs eat of the crumbs that fallfrom their mafter^s table,

Mat. xv. 22. (6.) It is an urging and arguing faith ; it

preffes God with arguments taken from his own name,

his own Son, his own promife, and his own perfections

;

mercy, faithfulnefs, truth, &c. (7.) It is a touching

faith ; Turba fremiti fides tangit, Luke viii. 33,—48.

(8.) It is an hu?nbling faith, bring in the deepeft humi-

lity : the more confirmed and eftablifhed a perfon is, the

more humble. Thus Abraham, Who am I that have

taken upon me to fpeak unto the Lord, which am but dufl

and afhes f Job when eftablifhed, Now I abhor myfelf

Ifaiah, when he got a confirming manifeftation, fays, /

am unclean. Paul alfo, a confirmed Chriftian, / am
lefs than the leajl of all faints. (9.) It is a faith that re-

moves all legalfears, terrors, and torments, and yet in-

creafes godly forrow and gofpel repentance. It lives upon
Chrift, and not upon frames and enlargements ; the doubt-

ing Chriftian is up and down with his frames, if that be

gone he thinks all is loft ; but the eftablifhed believer is

fecured in Chrift, and his everlafting righteoufnefs ; even

when the mutable frame is gone, it is not difcouraged.

4. Hence fee the duty both oifinners and faints, or

believers,

[ 1 .] Qffmners, tofit dozen ; we cannot exhort you to fit

{till, till once you fit down, and take reft in Chrift. And
therefore, O fmner,fit down and reft upon a God in Chrift

as your R.ock and refting-place. Let me adviie you, take

a feat for your fouls to fit upon. Some of you know what

an uneafy thing it is to want a feat for your body, when
you are weary walking or weary ftanding ; well, much
more uneafy will it be if you want a feat of reft for your

fouls. Would you have your fouls rightly feated and right-

ly fettled ? Will you tell me, can you find fuch a right feat

in all the world, as a God in Chrift ? Is there any feat

or centre fo proper for the foul ? Is not God the feat

and
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and centre of the intellectual world ? the centre of fpi-

rits, in whom they can find reft ? Is the world a proper

feat for your fouls to fit down upon ? Though you had

your barns full, and were faying, Soul, take thy reft, thou

haft goods laid upfor many years ; how foon can God fay,

Thoufool, this night /hall thy foul be required of thee.— Is

your own righteoufnefs a proper feat for your foul to fit

down and reft upon, when your righteoufnefs is hutfil-

thy rags ; and when there is as much fin in your beft

duties as would damn you ? Is it poflible you can think,

when death and judgment is before you, that you fit

fafely enough there ? or, do you think that the devil,

the world, or the flejh, can give you reft and fatisfacYi-

on, though you had all the advantages they can ofFer

you ? O firmer, are you feeking to fettle on this fide Jor-

dan ? Though you fhould fit eafy till the day of death,

what will become of you upon the day ofjudgment? But
would you have a feat on which you may find everlafting

reft in death, judgment, and through eternity ? Then,

O come to Chrift for reft, and fit down upon the Ilock

of ages. Here is a high and honourable feat \ whenever

you come to God you dwell on high, you fit with Chrift

in heavenly places,— Here is nfoft and eafy feat, He will

keep him in perfeel peace, whofe mind is flayed on him, be-

caufe he trufleth in him. Here you may get reft to your

understandings in Chrift, as a Prophet; reft to your

confeiences in him, as a prieft ; reft to your hearts

in him, as a King.—Here is a fafe feat ; when you
reft upon Chrift for falvation, you cannot but be fafe ;

He that believes ft?all befaved. Your defires will fit fafe-

ly upon him, who is the Defire of all nations
;
your hope

will fit fafely on him, who is the Hope oflfrael) your de-

light will fit fafely on him, who is the Darling of heaven.

—Here is zfure feat, the fure mercies of David ; a firm

feat that cannot fail you in the day of need, and in the

time of extremity. The covenant of works was not a

firm and fure feat ; and to fit down either directly, or

indirecYiy upon the works of the law, is a fandy founda-

tion.—Here is a ready feat, and juft at hand
;
you need

not fay, We cannot afcend to heaven, to lit down upon
this feat ? It is near at hand, I bring near my righteouf-

neft9



444 Stability in the Faith, Ser.LXXXV.
nefs ; and this righteoufnefs is the feat you are to fit

down upon.—And it is an everlafling feat, an everlaft-

ing righteoufnefs, where you may fit fafe and eafy for

ever. O feek not reft any where elfe ; fit down under

the ihadow of the Almighty. But you may afk, How (hall

I fit down ? Why, be convinced of the finfulnefs of your

rambling among the creatures for help, relief, and reft

;

and that in vain is falvation looked for from the kills or

from the multitude of mountains. Though you were to fit

down upon mountains of prey, mountains of gold or

filver, this would not give reft or relief to your fouls

;

riches profit not in the day of wrath. Mountains of crea-

ture aids and outward means will not do ; therefore,

cry to God, that he may fet your feet upon a rock ; up-

on himfeif, the Rock of ages ; and caufe you to fit

down under his fhadow. The almighty power muft make
you willing and able : O cry then for a day of power.

[2.] The duty of faints, is to fit Jlill and abide in

Chrift by faith, and to fit ftill in refpect of (lability in

the faith. A:id that I may the more diftinclly direct

you to this, I would have you confider this (lability,

(1.) As a privilege fecured to you; this fhould excite

you to it ; for, as in working out falvation-work, we
could have no encouragement, if God had not promifed

to work in us, both to will and to do ; fo, in {lability in

thefaith, we could have no encouragement, if this (la-

bility was not fecured.

(2.) Confider it is a duty ; and I would direcl you to

it in the following particulars.

1. O believer, labour after growth in grace, and par-

ticularly after ejlablifhing grace : There are thefe efla-

blifliing graces ;

—

Knowledge, Ifa. xxxiii. 6. Wifdom and

knowledge /hall be the [lability of the times. The people

that knozv their God fhall be flrong t and do exploits, Dan.

ix. 32.

—

Faith, Ifa. vii. 9. Ifye will not believe, furety

ye /hall not he eflablijhed. See 2 Chron. xx. 20.

—

Patience,

James v. 8. Be patient, and ftahlijh your hearts ; for the

coming of the Lord draweth nigh.— hove, Song viii. 6, 7,

Love is Jlrong as death, &c. ; Many zuaters cannot quench

love, ore.

—

Joy, Neh. viii. 1 2. The joy ofthe Lord is their

flrength.—Humility, James iv. 6, 10. Self-confidence

is
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is the greateft weakncfs ; Peter was weak when proud ;

humility is a man's going out of himfelf, and laying all

his weight upon the Lord, who looks to the humble,

hears the defires of the humble, and gives grace to the

humble.

—

Fear, Pfalm cxii. 1, 8. Bleffed is the man that

feareth the Lord ; he JJjall not be afraid of evil-tiding, his

heart is fixed, trufling in the Lord; his heart is eftablifb-

ed, &c.

—

Hope, Pfalm xl. 1, 2. Rom. viii. 24. 1 John
hi. 3. -Again, as you would endeavour, through grace,

to grow in eftablifhed graces ; fo,

2. To improve eftablifhing means : prayer is an efta-

blifhing mean, Pfalm cxxxviii. 3. I cried to the Lord,

and he anfwered me, andflrengthened me with ftrenglh in

my foul.—Praife, Pfalm xliii. 4, 5. Upon the harp will I

praife thee ; then it follows, Why art thou cafl down, my

foul? and why art thou difquieted in me? fill hope in God,

for I fhall yet praife him.— Communicating, while he is

known in the breaking of bread, the bread of life is

ftrengthening.

—

Fellowjhip with the faints, confirming

one another, Heb. x. 23, 24, 25. *As iron fberpeneth iron,

fo doth the countenance of a man his friend.—Diligent at-

tendance on ordinances ; the voice of Chrift is quicken-

ing and flrengthening : faith comes by hearing ; and efta-

blifliment in faith comes the fame way.

—

Meditation,

zndfpiritual converfation, and communication, are flrength-

ening.

3. Seek after eftablifhed manifejiations, John ii. n.
He manifefled forth his glory, and his difciples believed on

him ; that is, their faith was eftablifhed and confirmed.

—Manifeftations have a convincing light, and over-pow-

ering evidence, making clouds flee away, and darning

the bottom out of all their doubts ; thus Thomas, My
Lord, and my God.—Manifeftations have an inflruclive

light ; from darknefs, wavering proceeds ; and what we
know darkly we eafily fufped : but fee Pfalm xx. 6.

Wow, I know that the Lord faves his anointed ; that is,

now I underftand it more diftindly.—In manifeftations

there are tafles of his goodnefs and fweetnefs, and this

is a fpring of liability : dry notions will never make a

man ftable: while the truth is not received in love, they

Vol. V. Kkk will
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will foon quit it for delufion ; but when they have a fenfe

of it, then their fenfe will plead better than learning

and rhetoric ; like a philofopher telling a man the fun is

not mining, the grafs is not green.—Manifeftations carry

power in them : there is a heart-burning power ; this

power will embolden the believer to avouch and plead

for the truth, whofoever be againft it, and whatever it

colls, when they find the good effe&s of it in their own
fouls. —Manifeftations carry flill afuitablenefs to the cafe,

trial, and neceffity of the perfon to whom he manifefts

himfelf : when Abraham is to live his father's houfe,

and to go, not knowing whither ; to leave friends,

means, relations, the Lord manifefts himfelf to him as

God Almighty, God All-fufflcient.—Thefe manifeftations

exactly meet with their necejjiiies, and this makes them
abide by him.—Manifeftations always humble ; and hu-

mility is the flrength of all other graces : " What is the

firft grace ? humility, faid one of the fathers : What is

the next ? humility : What is the third ? humility ;"

and fo on, intimating, that this is a bulwark to every o-

ther grace. Hence,

4. Take heed of thefe things that hinder (lability : as

pride ; Pride goes before a fall. God refijls the proud.

Remember Peter.

—

Worldhnefs : See 2 Tim. iv. 1 o. 'De-

mas hath forfaken me, having loved this prefent world,

2 Tim. vi. 9, 10.

—

Idlenefs ; The hand of the diligent mak-

eth rich, but idlenefs makes him poor, in grace, poor in

purfe - Needlefs fellowfhip with wicked company ; He
that walks with the wife, Jhall be wije ; but a companion

of fools fhall be. dejtroyed. ; ^4 man [ball not be eftabltfhed

by wickedne/s, Prov. xii. 3. But the heart is eftabliihed

by grace.

5. Seek much after eftablifhing breathings of the Holy
Ghoft. The difciples were letting their grips go, and
Chrift breathed on them, and fays, Receive ye the Holy

Ghoft. Much of the Spirit will bring about much refor-

mation in the matters of Gcd. Be content of the Spi-

rit's comforting and fupporting influences, under trials,

without feeking any vifible figns for your confirmation.

The Jews feek a fign from Chrift, but fays he, No fign

flwll.be given you, but that of the prophet Jonas ; as Jonas
was
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was three days and three nights in the belly of the whale ;

fo Jhall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the

heart of the earth. Here is the fign, ye fhall get many a

crofs ; and I will ftrengthen you to bear them ; and if

you be not fatisfied with thefe ngns, ye will but tempt

him. All the breathings of the Spirit are of an eftablifh-

ing nature ; his quickening, fancYrfying, and comforting

influences. Wait the time of the Spirit's braithing, and

of this wind of heaven blowing. Wait at the more ;

though you cannot command the wind to blow ; and be

eafy though he referves the fweeteft confirmation to the

faddeft times. Chrift cures the blind man, John ix.

;

the Pharifees drag him out from court to court, till at

laft they cad him out and excommunicate him ; but

then Chrift took him in, and manifefted himfelf ; Doji

thou now believe f Who is he that Ijhould believe f fays

the man ; Chrift mows himfelf to him, and then he be-

lieved and worfhipped. Well, perhaps a time of fweet

confolation and confirmation is referved till ye be caft

out by a corrupt kirk and clergy, or to a more trouble-

fome time, when you are at the extremity. He will

feafon all with a new manifeftation, a new communica-

tion.

6. Be cautious, and jealous of yourfelves, and watch-

ful ; Let him who thinks he flandeth, take heed left he fall.

Perhaps, you have laid up fome truths in your bofom
beyond all debate, but in the hour of trial you may be

in hazard to quit them : who would have thought that

the difciples would debate whether Chrift was the Savi-

our of the world, the Saviour of Ifrael, after the many
confirmations he gave of this ? Yet, they not only de-

bate it, but are in hazard to quit it, Luke xxiv. 22.

Oh ! it would make a heart break to hear fuch language

;

We thought he was the Saviour of Ifrael ; he that flmdd
have redeemed Ifrael : there it was all quit to a thought.

O then, Sirs, beware of witchcraft ; foolifli Galatians,

who hath bewitched youf &c. Gal. iii. 1. The devil

and his inftruments fometimes caft a kind of fafcination

over our eyes, to hide the beautiful face of truth, to

make it look ill-favoured ; beware of the devil's decep-

tion, he can make perjury look like prudence j and ho-

Kkk 2 nefty,
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nefty, like rebellion againft judicatories, ire. You
may be confimed in the faith, and yet make fuch a hid-

den change, as to caufe all honed minifters and Chri-

ftians wonder at you, as Paul fays, Gal. i. 6. I marvel

that ye are fo foon removedfrom him who hath called you to

another go/pel. Beware of letting the fear of lofTes and
croffes afrighten you

;
you may make fair offers of fol-

lowing Chrift, and yet forfake him in the view of the

profs. There came a man to Chrift, Matth. viii. 19.

faying, Mafter, I willfollow thee whitherfoever thou goefl

;

Chrift will hardly get a fairer offer from any here ; but
what fays Chrift to him ? The foxes have holes > and the

birds of the air have nefls, but the Son of man hath not

where to lay his head. What hinders the performance

of this fair offer ? Why, you muft make yourfelf ready

for lofTes and croffes, and follow Chrift naked. Many
men and women come the length of the crofs, and there

they bury all their refolutions. The crofs has been the

burial-place of many vows and promifes ; therefore, fee

that you be not feared and terrified with the fear of loffes

and croffes ; know that what you lofe for Chrift will be
the fureft gain.

I might here add fome encouragements to engage you
to this duty.

(1.) If {lability in the faith is the ftrength and fecurity

of the church, in the moft perilous times, then let us fit

flill and be ftable, becaufe the moft perilous time is the

very feafon wherein God has in all generations, made
the moft fignal appearances for his church, in fo much,
that we have no more ado, in effect, when perilous time's

come, but to ftand ftill ; or, which is the fame thing,

to fiijlill^ and fee the falvation of God. Here I would
offer eight inftances of fignal appearances in moft pe-r

rilous times : particularly in the firft defection by fin
;

when our firft parents fell ; there God appeared in the

firft promife, wherein the devil was fentenced.—-lfrael's

oppreffion in Egypt ; then is Mofes born ; then the

Lord appeared glorioufly.—The Affyrians rage, under
Sennacherib, againft Jerufalem ; then the Lord fent his

angel. — Haman threatened the deftruction of the Jews

;

then the Lord appeared, and brought about their deli-

verance.
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verance.— Chrift the Head laid in the grave, then the

Lord appeared making that dark hour the porch of light

and life.—The Jewifh and Pagan perfections againft the

firfl Chriftians, the Lord made thefe the mean of propa-

gating the gofpel, and the blood of the martyrs the feed

of the church.—The antichriftian tyranny, wherein the

whore was drunk with fo much blood, iflued in the glo-

rious Reformation ; the Lord appearing in his glory

building up Zion.—-The bloody reigns in Britain, par-

ticularly in Scotland ; the martyrdom in the late times,

ifTued in the Lord's appearing by the merciful Revolu-

tion.—And now, when troubles and trials take place,

our God is not dead ; he will artfe and have mercy upon

Zion. The Lord fits upon thefloods : the Lord fits King
for ever. Hence,

(2.) To fit Hill in perilous times, is to fit where God
fits ; he fits upon the floods, and they fit with Chrift up-
on his throne, not only when they come to heaven, but

by faith upon earth ; they fit and reign with Chrift ; as

they fhall judge the world at the lad day, fo they rule

and judge even in this life, Pfalm ii. 9. compared with

Rev. ii. 26, 27. and with Pfalm cxlix. 6, 7, 8, 9. This

is the honour of all the faints ; and hence the iaints who
are faithful to God in their day, not only judge and con-

demn the world, by their practice and their teflimony,

but in fome refpecls execute the fentence againft them,
fo as to torment them, Rev. xi. io. The two witneffes tor-

mented them who dwelt upon the earth.

(3.) To fit ftill is to fit eafy amidft all the overflowing

floods, becaufe we fit ftill and reft upon him who fits

upon the floods : this may give eafe amidft whatever
floods you are furrounded with. Is it a flood of tribu-

lation, temptation, reproach? &c. the Lord fits upon

thefoods•, and makes the floods his footHool, his throne.

He treads upon the floods, and reigns amidft the Hoods,

and makes the floods his chariot, wherein he rides, and
his bench, whereon he judges righteouily.

(4.) When we fit ftill by faith, we glorify God, and

edify men ; we honour God, and exonerate ourfelves at

the hands of men, both in the former, prefent, and fol-

lowing generations, as I faid before.

SER M O N
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SERMON LXXXVI

Faith's Plea upon God's
Covenant *.

Psalm lxxiv. 20.

Have refpecl unto the covenant.

THE pfalmift, in pleading for the church and people

of God, and that he would appear for them againft

their enemies, ufes feveral arguments
;

particularly, in

the clofe of the preceding verfe, there is fomething he
pleads God may not forget, Forget not the congregation

of thy poorfor ever ; and the rather he ufes this argument,

becaufe he had faid, Pfaltn ix. 18. The needy Jhall not be

forgotten ; the expectation of the poor Jhall not perijh for
ever. There is, in this verfe, fomething he pleads, that

God may remember and have regard unto, Have re-

fpecl unto the covenant. Thou haft brought us into

covenant with thee, might he fay, and though we are

unworthy to be refpected, yet have refpecl unto the cove-

nant of promife. When God delivers his people, it is

in rememberance of his covenant, Lev. xxvi. 42. Then
will I remember my covenant with Abraham, Jfaac, and

Jacob ; and I will remember the land. We cannot expecl

he will remember us, till he remember his covenant

:

hence, therefore, we propofe to illuftrate the following

truth.

* This was an evening-exercife on a preparation-day, before

the celebration of the facrament of the Lord's fupper, at King-
iaflie. The exact time cannot be precifely afcertained ; but it is

fuppofed to have been in the year 1733. ^ ^ at^ undergone feven

impreffions.

Doct.
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Doct. "that one of faitPs flrong pleas with God is,

that he would have refpecl to the covenant.

If we would deal with God for mercy, or plead with
him for favour, or look to him for any good at this oc-

cafion, let us expect it only upon this ground, the re-

fpecl: he hath to the covenant, and plead upon this ar-

gument.
The method we would obferve, as the Lord mall affift,

for briefly handling this fubjecl mall be the following.

I. Shew what covenant it is he will have a refpecl: to.

II. What it is for God to have a refpecl to the co-

venant.

III. What it is in the covenant he hath a refpecl to.

IV. What kind of a refpecl he hath to it.

V. Why he hath refpecl to it, and fo why it is a fuiu
able plea and argument in fuing for mercy.

VI. Make fome application of the whole.

I. We are then firft to mew what covenant it is he
will have a refpecl to. The covenant here fpoken of is

the covenant of grace and promife, made in Chrift Jefus

before the world began, and publifhed in the gofpel to

finners. Jer. xxxii. 39, 40. And I will give them one

heart and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the

good of them, andoftheir children after them. And I will

make an everlafling covenant with them, that I will not

turn awayfrom them, to do them good ; but I will put my
fear in their hearts, that they fhall not depart from
me. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. A new heart alfo will I give
you, and a new Spirit will I put within you ; and I
will take away the flony heart out of your flefh, and I
will give you an heart offlefi, &c. Jer. xxxi. 35. But
this fhall be the covenant that I will make with the houfe of
Ifrael, After thofe days, faith the Lord, I will put my law
in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and
will be their God; and they fljall be my people. See alfo

Pfalm lxxxix. throughout. It is called a covenant of
grace ; becaufe grace is the beginning and the end, the
foundation and top-done of it : even grace reignino-

through righteoufnefs.—It is called a covenant of mercy ;

becaufe
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becaufe therein mercy to the miferable is proclaimed

through juftice-fatisfying blood ; for there mercy and
truth meet together ; and all the fure mercies of David are

conveyed thereby.—It is called a covenant of peace and
reconciliation ; becaufe it both treats of peace with God,
and makes it good.— It is called a covanant of promife :

becaufe it lies in promifes with reference to us ; and
thefe to be accomplished upon the condition already

fulfilled in Chrilt's obedience and fatisfaclion ; and be-

caufe therein the faithfulnefs of God is pledged, for

making out alV the promifes to believers, the children of

promife.— It is called a covenant offait ; becaufe it is

an incorruptible word, An everlajling covenant, well-or-

dered in all things and fure.—In a word, it is a cove-

nant of help to poor, helplefs fmners, faying, / have

laid kelp upon One that is mighty. O Ifraelf
thou hafl

destroyed thyfelf, hut in me is thy help. —-It is a cove-

nant of pardon to the guilty, faying, /, even I, am he

that blotteth out thy tranfgreffions for mine own fake, and

twill not remember thy fins.—It is a covenant offupply to

the needy, faying, JVhen the poor and needy feek water,

and there is none, and their tongue faileih jor thirfl, /, the

Lord, will hear them, I, the God of Ifrael, will not for-

fake them.—It is a covenant of gifts, wherein grace and

glory are freely given ; and, in the difpenfation thereof,

God fays, Come, and take all freely ; Himfelf, his

Chrift, his Spirit, and all, Rev. xxii. 17. Ifa. lv. 1.

II. We are to (hew what it is for God to have refpecl

to the covenant.

1. God hath refpecl to the covenant when he remem-

bers it, and fo remembers us, as in that forecited, Lev.

xxvi. 24. / will remember my) covenant, and then will I
remember the land. Thus Pfal. cxi. 5. He hath given meat

to them that fear him. Why, he will ever be mindful or

his covenant. If he come to give us meat to feed our

fouls at this occafion, the ground will be, he will be

mindful of his covenant, mindful of his promife.

2. God may be faid to have refpecl to his covenant,

when he regards it. He hath no reafon to have refpecl

or regard to us, but he fees reafon to have regard to his

cove-
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covenant ; he puts honour upon it, for reafons that I

fhall afterwards mew, only I will fay here, his honour is

engaged therein, therefore he fays, My covenant will I

not break , nor alter the thing that is *on$ out of my lips,

Pfal. lxxxix. 34. He hath more regard to it than he

hath to heaven and earth ; for he fays, Heaven and earth

fhall pafs away, but my words foall not pafs away. He
hath fuch a regard to it, that he will never break it, but

ever keep it.

3. He hath refpeel to his covenant, when he eflablifhes

it. And When we pray, that he would have refpeel to

the covenant, we not only pray he would remember the

covenant, and regard the covenant, but ejlablijh the co-

venant betwixt him and us, as he faid to Abraham,
Gen. xvii. 7. / will ejlablijh it between me and thee, and
thyfeed after thee. He (hews refpeel to the covenant,

when he makes the covenant take hold of us, and makes
us take hold of the covenant ; for then he makes us put

refpeel upon him, and upon his covenant.

4. He hath refpeel to the covenant, when he performs

the covenant-promifes, according to Mic. vii. 20. Thou
wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham,

zvkich thou hafl fworn to cur fathers from the days of old :

and he does this, when he acls according to the cove-

nant, or according to the mercy that made the pro-

mife, and the truth that is engaged to make out the

promife.

In fhort, the fum of this prayer, as it concerns the

import of the word respect, Have refpeel to the cove-

nant, is, " Lord, remember the covenant, and fo re-

" member me ; Lord, have regard to the covenant,
" and let me be remembered on this ground, when
" there is no other reafon why I fhould be regarded

;

" Lord, eftablifh thy covenant with me, and fo put ho-
" nour upon thy name manifefted in that covenant, and
" do to me according to the promife of the covenant.
w Caufe me hope in thy word, and then remember the

" word on which thou hafl caufed me to hope ; and deal

" with me, not according to my fin and defert, but
cc according to thy covenant and mercy in Chrifl Je-
« fus."

V o L. V. L 1 1 III. We



4K Faith' sPlea Ser.LXXXVI.

III. We are next to fhew what it is in the covenant

he hath a refpecl to, or that we fhould plead upon.

i . Have refpecl to the covenant ; that is, to the Medi-

ator of the covenant. Though thou owed no refpecl:

to me, yet doeft thou not owe refpecl, and haft thou not

a great refpecl to the Mediator of the covenant, to

Chrift, whom thou haft given to be a covenant of the

people ? For his fake let me be pitied ; have refpecl: to

the relation he bears to the covenant, even to him who
is the Mediator, Teftator, Witnefs, Meflenger, Surety,

and All of the covenant. Have refpecl to his offices, and

let him get the glory of his faving offices. It is a ftrong

plea to plead with God upon the refpecl he bears to

Chrift, God cannot win over fuch a plea as that. He
muft own his regard and refpecl to Chrift, who paid

fuch refpecl to him, andfinifloed the work he gave him to do.

2. Have refpecl to the covenant, by having refpecl to

the blood of the covenant. The blood of Chrift, that is

reprefented in the facrament of the fupper, it is the blood

of the covenant, called, The ne-iv teftament in his blood:

becaufe all the promifes are fealed therewith, and fo Tea

and Amen in Chri/l : this is the condition of the new co-

venant. The covenant of works had only the aclive o-

bedience of the firft Adam for its condition ; but the

condition of the covenant of grace properly, is both the

the aclive zndpaj/ive obedience of the fecond Adam, his

doing and dying. Now, Lord, have refpecl to that

blood that fealed the covenant : mice the condition is

,

fulfilled to thy infinite fatisfaclion, let the promifed

good be conferred upon me.

3. Have refpecl to the covenant, by having refpecl to

the oath of the covenant, Heb. vi. 17. The promife is

confirmed with the oath of God ; 'That by two immut-

able things, zuherein it is impojjible for God to lye, we
might have ftrong confolation, &c. Now, Lord, wilt

thou not have refpecl to thine own oath ? Haft thou

not pworn by thy holinefs, thou wilt not lie unto 'David f

4. Have refpecl to the covenant; by having a refpecl

to the properties of the covenant. This would be a large

field ; I fum it up in a few words. Have refpecl to the

covenant $ that is, Lord, have refpecl to the fulnefs. of

the
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the covenant, and let me be fupplied, for there is enough
there ; it contains all my falvation, and all my defire.—
Have refpecl to the freedom of the covenant, and let me,

however unworthy, mare of the grace that runs freely

thence.—Have refpecl to the Jlability of the covenant,

and let me be pitied, though unliable as water, and in-

firm, yet the covenant (lands fall ; remember thy word
that endures for ever.—Have refpecl to the order of the

covenant, that is well ordered in all things, as well as

Jure, though my houfe be not fo with God, fays David,

yet he hath made with me an everlafling covenant, well or-

dered in all things, andfure. Though my houfe be out

of order, and heart out of order, and my frame out of

order, and all be in confufion with me, yet fee, ac-

cording to thy covenant, to order all well.

IV. We proceed to mew what kind of a refpecl he

hath to the covenant, that we may be the more engaged

to plead upon it.

i. He hath a great and high refpecl to the covenant.

It is the covenant of the great God, with his great and
eternal Son, for the honour and glory of his great name

;

and therefore, he cannot but have a great and high re-

fpecl unto it. His great name is manifefted in it ; and
therefore, when we plead his refpecl: to the covenant, we
plead, in effecl, faying, What wilt thou dofor thy great name f

2. He hath a dear and lovely refpecl to the covenant

;

for, it is the covenant of his grace and love, wherein he

fhews his infinite love to Chrift, and through him to a

company of wretched finners. It is a covenant of kind-

nefs, Ifa. liv. i o. My kindnefs flmll not depart from thee,

neither fhall the covenant of my peace be removed, faith the

Lord, that hath mercy on thee ; intimating, his covenant

of peace, is a covenant of kindnefs, wherein he mani-

fefts his dearefl love ; therefore, he hath a dear refpecl

to it.

3. He hath a/z/// refpecl to the covenant, a refpecl: to

every promile of it ; They are all Tea and Amen, to the

glory ofGod, 2 Cor. i. 20. He hath a refpecl to all of them,

becaufe they are all Tea and Amen, and becaufe they

are all ratified in Chrift, to the glory of God. He hath

L 1 1 2 a refpecl
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a refpeel to every article of the covenant, Not ajotjhall

fall to the ground,

4. He hath an everlafting refpeel to the covenant;

therefore, it is called an everlafting covenant ; it is fecur-

ed by an everlafting righteoufnefs ; it is made between
everlafting parties ; it is replenifhed with everlafting blef-

fings ; it is rooted in his everlafting love : therefore he
is ev er mindful of his covenant , and will never ceafe to

have a refpeel to it.

Well then, fay you, what need we pray and plead,

that he would have refpeel to his covenant ? Why, if it

be fure that he hath, and will for ever have, a refpeel

to the covenant, then we may pray with the more afiur-

ance and confidence ; fo that there is here ftrong foot-

ing for our prayer : but befides, when we pray, and fay,

Have refpeel unto the covenant, we feek, that he would
fhew the refpeel that he hath unto it, that he would fhew
and make it manifefl unto us, that we may have the

faith of it, and enjoy the fruits of it, and the bleffed ef-

fects of that refpeel to it, in our participations of the

bleilmgs thereof.

V. The next thing was, To fnew why he will have
refpeel to firs covenant ; and confequently, whence it

is fuch afritable plea and argument for us. Why,
1. When he hath a refpeel to the covenant, he hath

refpeel to himfelf ; the framer of it he owns himfelf to

be, Pfal. lxxxix. 3. 1 have made a covenant with my cho-

fen. Why then, the ftrength of the plea is, Have re-

fpeel to the covenant, and fo have refpeel to thyfelf, and
thy own glorious name and attributes, and let them be
glorified, in fhewing regard to the covenant.—Have re-

fpeel to thy wifdom that mines in the contrivance of the

covenant, 'The manifold wifdom of God ; yea, the wifdom

of God in a myfiery that here appears. — Have refpeel to

thy power that mines in the efficacy of the covenant, not

only for over-powering principalities and powers, but o-

vercoming thyfelf, and the power of thine own wrath,

by the power of thy love.—Have refpeel to thy holinefs,

that ihincs in the holy oath of Jehovah, by which it is

confirmed., and the holy obedience of jefus, by which
it
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it is fulfilled ; fo that, as by the sinful di[obedience of one,

many were madefirmers, by the holy obedience of another

Glorious One, many are made righteous.—Have refpecl

to thy juflice, that ihines in the blood of the covenant,

the facriBce by which judice hath got condign and infinite

fatisfaclion.— Have refpecl to thy mercy and grace, that

reigns through this righteoufnefs to eternal life.— Have
refpecl to thy truth and faithfulnefs, that fliines in ac-

complishing all the promifes of the covenant, upon the

ground of Chrifl's having fulfilled the condition.— Have
refpect unto thy eternity and immutability, in the unchang-

ablenefs of the covenant ; (hew that thou art God, and
changed not. Thus have refpecl to thyfelf.

2. When he hath refpecl to the covenant, he hath re-

fpecl to his Son Christ, the centre of it, and in whom
it Hands fad, as he owns, Pfal. lxxxix. 28. My covenant

jhallftandfaft with him Why then, the iirength of the

plea is, Have refpecl: to the covenant, and io (hew refpecl

to thy Son : have refpecl to him in his per[on, as he is

thy Son and our Saviour ; Immanufl, God-man; in

his divinity, wherein he is equal with God ; in his hu-
manity, wherein he is the mader-piece of God's work.
—Have refpect to hirn in his purchafe, which is the fub-

ftance of the covenant bought with his blood.—Have
refpecl to his death and refurreclion ; for thou loved him
on this account, John x. 17. Therefore doth the Father

love ?ne, becaufe I lay dozvn my life, that I may take it up
again ; where we fee that Chrid, as dying and rifing in

the room of his people, is the objecl of the Father's love,

delight, and edeem.—Have refpecl unto his mterceffion\

wherein he prays for all the blefiings of the covenant

that he hath purchafed : doth not the Father hear him
always ?—Have refpecl to his commiljion, which is fealcd

by thee ; for, Him hath God the Father /caLd, anointed,

and authorifed unto all faving ofTices
> relations, and ap-

pearances : let him get the glory of all thefe. O ftron&

plea

!

3. When he hath refpecl to the covenant, he hath re-

fpect to his Spirit, the great applyer of the covenant-

bleffings, and executor of the tedament, fealed with the

blood of Chrid, and by whom coveLant-lovc is fhed a-

broad
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broad upon the heart, Rom. v. 5. Why then, the

ftrength of the plea, Have refpecl to the covenant ; that

is, have refpecl to thy own Spirit, that he may get the

glory of applying by his power, what Chrift hath pur-

chafed by his blood.—Have refpecl to the promife of the

Spirit that thou haft made, that when he is come, hejhall

convince the world ofJin, righteoufnefs, andjudgment, and
teftify of Chrift, and glorify Chrift, by fhewing the

things of Chrift.—Have refpecl to the offices of the Spi-

rit, as he is a Convincer, Sanclifier, and Comforter,
according to the order and method of the covenant.

—

Have refpecl to the honour of the Spirit, who is the all

in all of the covenant, in point of power, and powerful

manifeftation, communication, and operation.—Have
refpecl unto the relations of the Spirit, as he is the Spirit

of the Father and of the Son ; the Spirit of the covenant,

and of all the covenanted feed. Hence,

4. When he hath refpecl to the covenant, he hath re-

fpecl to his people, on the account of the covenant of
promife ; for, they, as Ifaac was, are the children ofpro-

mife, Gal. iv. 28. Why then, the ftrength of the plea

and argument here is, Lord, Have refpecl to the covenant,

and fo fhew regard and refpecl to us. We have no
confidence to claim any refpecl at thy hand, but merely

upon the account of the refpecl thou haft to thy cove-

nant.-—Have refpecl to our perfons on this ground, fince

the covenant provides acceptance in the Beloved, Eph.

i. 6. Look upon us in the face of thine Anointed, and
in the glafs of the new covenant.—Have refpecl to our

prayers and performances on this ground, fince the cove-

nant hath provided much incenfe, to perfume the pray-

ers and offerings of all faints, upon the golden altar that

is before the throne, Rev. viii. 3.—Have refpecl to our

tears, when we figh and groan, and mourn and weep
before thee, fince the covenant provides a bottle for our

tears, Pial. Ivi. 8. Pat thou my tears in thy bottle.—Have
refpecl to our needs on this ground, when we are har-

dened, that we can neither pray nor weep, nor fhed a

tear, fince the covenant provides fupply to the poor and
needy, Phil. iv. 19. My Godfhall fupply all your need, ac-

cording to his riches, in glory, by Chrift Jefus.

VI. I
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VI. I would now proceed to make fome application of

the fubject in thefe four inferences.

1. Hence fee a mark and character of true believers
,

that are fit for a communion-table, they are of God's
mind ; he hath a refpect. to the covenant, and they have

a refpect unto the covenant ; and hence they know what
it is to plead with God upon the refpect that he hath to

the covenant : they could not do fo, if they had not a

high refpect to it themfelves ; they have fuch a refpeel

to the covenant in kind as God hath. — They have a

great refpect to it, fo as they efteem it more than all

things in the world ; they would not give one promife

of it, on which they have been caufed to hope, for all

the gold of Ophir.—They have a dear and kindly refpect

to it, as all their falvation and all their defire
;
yea, and

all their delight alfo. The word of grace is fweeter to

them than the honey and the honey-comb.—They have a

full and univerfal refpeel: unto it, and to all the promifes

of it ; they refpeel: the promife of purity as well as the

promife of pardon ; the promife of falvation from fin,

as well, and as much as the promife of falvation from
hell ; the promife of holinefs as well as of happinefs.

As they have a refpeel to all God's commandments ; fo

they have a refpeel to all God's promifes ; and particularly,

as David had his golden pfalms, fo they have their gold-

en promifes that they are made to hing upon.— Yea,
they have an everlajling refpeel to the covenant, and to

the promifes thereof, even when their frame fails them

;

when their fweet enjoyments fail them, yet their refpect

to the covenant remains, and their refpeel to the Maker
of the covenant, to the Mediator of the covenant, to

the blood and oath of the covenant, to the Spirit of the

covenant, and to the bleffings and benefits of it. They
have an everlafting refpeel to the grace of the covenant
of grace ; they are adorers and admirers of free grace.

They have an everlafling refpeel to, and rememberance
of the words of the covenant, particularly thefe words
that have been let in with any life and power upon their

foul, or that they have been caufcd to hope upon ; what-

ever they forget, they can never forget fuch a word,

that
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that brought life to their fouls ; I will never forget thy

words j fays David
; for by them thou haft quickened ?ne.

They have fuch an everlafting refpecl to the covenant,

that, when they have nothing in the world to truft to,

they will rely on the covenant, and confide in fuch a

promife, and plead upon it, faying, Lord, Have refpecl

to the covenant,

2. Hence we may fee the mifery of thefe that are ton*

believers, and remain ftrangers to the covenant ofpromife,

and have no refpecl: to the covenant. It is mifery enough,

that God hath no refpecl to you ; no refpecl to your

perfoil nor prayers , as it is faid, 'To Cain and his offerings

God had no refpecl, Gen. iv. 5. So God hath no refpecl

either to your perfons or performances ; they are an a-

domination to him. Your prayers to him are but like the

howling of a dog, if you have never taken hold of his co-

venant, nor feen the refpecl that God hath to the cove-

nant. You have no refpecl to God, while you have no
refpecl to that which he refpecls fo highly.—And as he

hath no refpecl to your perfons or performances, fo he

hath no refpecl to your tears ; they never flowed from

faith's views of a pierced Chrift.—Be hath no refpecl

to yomfouls, the redemption thereof ceafeth for ever, be-

caufe you have no due refpecl to the Redeemer's blood

and righteoufnefs.— He hath no refpecl to your commu-

nicating ; nay, he difapproves of it, and difcharges you

to fit down at his table, on peril of eating and drinking

your own damnation.—God hath no regard nor refpecl

to yourfalvation, becaufe you have no regard nor refpecl

to the Saviour he hath provided and offered. God
thinks as little to damn you, as you think little to dif-

honour him. God thinks as little of you, as you little

think of fin, and he hath as little refpecl to you, as you

have little refpecl to Chrift and to the covenant. Wo
to you, if you remain in this cafe ; for the day is com-

ing wherein God will, before all the world, {hew no

more refpecl to you, than to fay to you, Depart from
r.ie, ye curfed* into everlafting fire y

prepared for the devil

and his angels. But,

3. Hence we may fee the happinefs of believers, that

have fuch a refpecl to the covenant, as I was fpeaking of,

a great
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a great, deaf, full, and perpetual refpeel to it, and to

the Mediator of it, who have taken hold of the covenant

through grace, and who knows what it is to take hold

of God in the covenant, to take hold of God in a pro-

mife, and to hold him by his word, and rely upon him

in it, faying, Lord, Have refpeel to the covenant ; here

is your great happinefs, God hath a refpect. to you :

What refpeel ? Even to your perfons and offerings, as

it is faid of Abel, Gen. iv. 4. God had a refpeel to him

and to his offering. Though you be faying in your

heart, Oh 1 how can he have a refpeel to me, black and

vile, and guilty me ? Why ? not for your fake indeed,

be it known unto you, but for his covenant's fake, and

his name's fake. He hath a refpeel to your praying and

praifing, and communicating ; becaufe he hath a refpeel:

to the covenant.—He hath a refpeel to your name ; though
the name of the wickedjhall not rot, your name Jhall be in

everlafting rememberance ; for God hath put his name in

you ; fomething of Chrifl in you, fomething of the co-

venant in you. Some obferve, when Abram's name
was turned to Abraham, that there was fome of the

letters of the name Jehovah put in Abram's name. In-

deed, God gives the believer a new name, that he hath

a refpeel unto.—He hath a refpeel to your jults andy?//>-

plicalions ; I have heard JLphraim bemoaning himfelf. O
my dove, that art in the clifts of the rock, in the fecret

places of the flairs ; let me hear thy voice, let me fee thy

countenance ; for fweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is

comely.—He hath a refpeel: to his beloved doves, when
pouring out their hearts before him ; that voice that the

world laughs at, God hath a refpeel to it.—He hath a

refpeel to your blood ; precious in hisfight is the blood of
his faints.—He hath a refpeel to your fouls ; and hence
he gave his blood to be a ranfom for them ; and when
your fouls languifh, he fends his Spirit to reffore them

;

and when you die, he will fend his angels to bring them
to heaven.—He hath a refpeel to your bodies : you ought,

being bought with a price, to glorify him in your fouls

and bodies, which are his. When your body goes to

the dull, he will take care of that dull, and lofe nothing

of vou, but rarfe vou up at the lad dav, and make your
V o l. V. M mm of
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vile bodies like unto his glorious body; and fo Jhall ye be

ever with the Lord.—He hath a refpeel: to you, fuch a

refpect, that he puts honour upon you ; Since thou waft

precious in my fight, thou haft been honourable. He .hath

made you kings and priefts to your God. Jacob was
crowned a prince :#n the field of battle, the field of pray-

er, when he wreflled with the Angel and prevailed as a

prince. The poor wreflling man is a prince, and the

poor wreftling woman a princefs, in God's fight ; This

is the honour of all thefaints. They have power with God,
therefore no wonder that they have pozuer over the na-

tions, to rule them with a rod of iron ; they judge and
torment them that dwell upon the earth, even here : And
know you not, that hereafter the faints fhall judge the

luorldf God hath a refpeel to you, and he will (hew it

in due time ; becaufe he hath a refpeel to the covenant,

and filled your heart with a refpeel to it alfo.

4. Hence fee the duty incumbent upon us in pleading

with God for his favour, prefence, and bleffing ; let us

go to him both in fecret prayer, and in folemn approach-

es to his table, crying Lord, Have refpeel to the covenant.

I know not a cafe you can be in but the covenant exhi-

bites a cure, and you are allowed to plead it, Ezek.
xxxvi, -yj. After many new-covenant promifes, it is

faid, For this zvill I be enquired of by the boufe of Ifirael

to do it for them ; and how are we to enquire, but by
pleading the refpeel he hath to the covenant. —Have you
a polluted heart with the filth of fin, a polluted confei-

ence with the guilt of fin ? Why, here is an article of

the covenant ; / willfprinkle clean water upon you, and

ye flyall be clean : from allyourJilthinefs^ andfrom allyour

idols will I' cleanfe you, ver. 25. O then, go to God for

cleanfing, and plead, faying, O Lord, Have refpeel to the

covenant.—Have you the old hardy?^ heart ftill within

you, and would you have it renewed and foftened ? Here
is an article of the covenant, *A new heart will I give

you, and a new Spirit will I put within you ; I will take

azuay theflony heart out ofyour fiefo )
and I will give you

an heart offieft. O then, go to God, and plead it,

faying, Have refpeel to the covenant. Are you de-

ftitute of the Spirit, fenfual, not having the Spirit f Do
you
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you find fuch a want of the Spirit, that you cannot

walk in God's way ? Well, there is an article of the co-

venant here, ver. 27. / will put my Spirit within you,

and caufe you to walk in my ftatutes. O plead for this

great blefling, and fay, Lord, Have refpeci to the covenant.

In a word, when you confider what kind of a finner

you
/
are, confider alfo what kind of a covenant this is

;

it is enough to fay, that it is a covenant ofgrace, of all

forts of grace, for all forts of fmners that are out of hell.

Are you under dreadful guilt f Here is a covenant of

pardoning grace, faying, I will blot out thy fin as a cloud,

and thy tranfgrejjion as a thick cloud: return to me, for I
have redeemed thee, Ifa. xliv. 22. O then plead he may
have refpeci to the covenant.—Are you under jearful pol-

lutions f O here is a covenant ofpurifying grace, faying,

Tfhere is a fountain opened to the houfe of 'David, and the

inhabitants of Jerufaiem for fin and for uncleannefs. O
then, plead he may have refpeci to the covenant.—Are you

in darknefs and ignorance, having no knowledge of God ?

here is a covenant of enlightening grace, faying. They

Jhall be all taught of God. O then plead it, faying, Lord,

Have refpefi to the covenant.—Are you under deadnefs,

and like dead and dry bones ? O here is a covenant of

quickening grace, faying, I am come to give life, and to give

it more abundantly. The hour cometh zvhen the deadfball hear

the voice ofthe Son of God, and they that hearfhall live. O
then plead that he may have refpeci to the covenant.—Are

you in confufion, and know not what way to take ? O here is

a covenant ofdirecling grace, faying, Twill bring the blindby

a way they know not ; Izuill lead them in paths that they have

not known : I will make darknefs light before them, and crook-

ed things freight.—Are you under fad plagues and/3///-

difeafes, over-run with fores from the crown of the head

to the fole of the foot ? O here is a covenant of healing

grace, faying, The Sun of righieoufnefs fhall arife with

healing in his wings. I am the Lord that h.ealeth thee ;

1 will heal your backflidings. O then plead, faying, Lord,

Have refpeci to the covenant.—Axe you in extreme danger.

of hell and damnation, becaufe of your fin and guilt ?

O here is a covenant of delivering grace, faying, 'Deli-

ver his foulfrom going down to the pit, for I have found a

'Mm m 2 ranfrnu
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ranfom. O then, plead it, and fay, Lord, Have refpecl

to the covenant,—Are you in bondage unto fin, Satan,

and the world, a captive unto lulls, and fhut up in un-

belief as in a prifon ? O here is a covenant of liberating

grace 1 Proclaiming liberty to the captives, and the openiiw

of the prifon to them that are bound,—Are you "bjiupid

foul that cannot move toward God, nor flir heaven-ward,

by reafon of a backward will, like a brazen gate, that

redds all the force of moving means ? Well, but, O

!

here is a covenant of drawing grace, faying, When I
am lifted up, I will draw all men unto me. As the power
and virtue of the load-ltone draws the iron, fo the virtue

of an exalted Chrift draws the iron-bar of the will ; Thy
people Jhall be willing in the day of thy poxver, O then,

plead it, faying, Lord, Have refpecl to the covenant.

What other concerns have you ?—Are you concerned

for your children, that they may be partakers of cove-

nant blejfings, and faved of the Lord ? O here is a cove-

nant of extenfive grace, intailing blejfings on us and our
offspring, faying, / will be thy God, and the God of thy

feed. O then, look to God in behalf of your children,

faying, Lord, Have refpecl to the covenant.—Are you
concerned for the church, and the dangerous circum-

flances ihe is into by reafon of cruel enemies? This feems
to be the great concern of the pfalmift here, as appears

from the body of the pfalm, and the words following

the text : For the dark places of the earth arefull of the

habitations of cruelty. Thefe that live in the darknefs of
ignorance and error, and in the works of darknefs, are

full of cruelty againit the church and people of God,
and they are furrounded with them, in fo much that

the church is like a lily among thorns, or ^Jheep among
wolves ; what mail become of it? Why, here is a cove-

nant of defence, and of defending and protecting grace,

faying, Upon all the glory there Jhall be a defence ; there-

fore, even when enemies break dozun the carved zvork

with axes and hammers, ver. 6. ; when they are calling

fire into the fantluary, ver. 7. ; when they are faying,

Let us deftroy them together , ver. 8. : Yea, when it fhall

come to this, that a bloody fword that is raging abroad,

{hall come over to us j-, and that foreign or domeflic e-

f Several foreign Powers, at this time, were at open war with one another:
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nemies, or both, (hall devour and deftroy, and, per-

haps, burn up all the fynagogues ofGod in the land, as it is,

ver. 8. ; and when we fhall notfee ourfigns, and there is

no more any prophet, nor any among us that know the time

how long, ver. 9. In all fuch cafes, what courfe fhall

we take, but that of the pfalmift here ? Lord, Have re-

fpecl unto the covenant.

Are you concerned about inward enemies, fpiritual

enemies, and molefted with the powers of darknefs ? Is

your heart full of the habitations of cruelty, and fear-

fully inhabited with cruel devils, cruel lulls, cruel cor-

ruptions that matter and conquer, and prevail againfl

you, fo as you ly many a time wounded and dead at

the enemy's feet ? O here is a covenant offin-conquering

grace, not only a covenant of mercy to your foul, but
of vengeance to your lufts, faying, 'The day of vengeance is

in mine heart, the year ofmy Redeemed is come, Ifa. lxiii. 4,

then, implore the promifed vengeance on all your cruel

foul enemies, faying, Lord, Have refpecl to the covenant.

Are you concerned about your foul-poverty and indi-

gency, not only as opprefTed with enemies without and
within, but opprefTed with wants and neceiTities, being
abfolutely poor and needy, and deflitute of all good ? O
here is a covenant of foul-fupplying grace, and of all

needful provifion, faying, When the poor and needy feek

water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirfl,

1 the Lord will hear them, I the God of Jacob will not

forfake them ; I will pour water upon him that is thirfly,

and floods upon the dry ground. O then, plead the cove-

nant, as the pfalmift here in the following verfe, O let

not the oppreffed return afhamed : let the poor and needy

praife thy name. Have refpecl unto the covenant.

In a word, let your cafe be the worft cafe out of hell,

this covenant contains all falvation as a covenant of
grace, of all grace, of all fort of grace for all fort of fm-
ners, and of all fort of cures for all fort of cafes ; and if

you can get yourfelf wrapt within the bond of this cove-

and, as formerly obferved, Vol. III. p. 497, our own nation was alarmed with
an open rupture with the court of Spain ; who, as was then confidently affirm-
ed, had entered into a formidable alliance with different Powers, in order to
recover Gibraltar and Poit mahon : and to favour their deGgns the better, gave
out, that their intention was to invade Britain, and place the Pretender on the
throne —However, this rupture did not actually take place, till the year 173^.:
aor the attempt to inthrone the Pretender, till the year 1 745.
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nam, by believing and pleading it ; then you draw God
upon your intereft, fo that your concern is his concern,

your intereft is his intereft, your caufe is his caufe, as

the pfalmift fhews here, ver. 22. Arife, God, plead

thine own caufe. It (lands upon his honour, and he
•will do his own work in his own time. If ever you got

grace . to draw a bill upon God as a covenant promif-

ing God in Chrift, and have any bills lying tabled be-

fore the throne, and are fometimes unable to plead and
purfue the bill, with a Lord, Have refpecl unto the cove-

nant : you have the ftrongeft encouragement to wait on
him, and expecl: his anfwering the bill in due time ; for

he will rather work marvelloufly, and create new worlds,

rather turn all things to nothing, than quit his concern

in, or give up with his refpecl unto the covenant.

Are you concerned for the advancement of the king-

dom of thrift in the earth as you ought to be ? Here is a

covenant of grace to the Jews, and grace to the Gen-
tiles

;
grace to the heathen nations, faying, I will give

thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the attermofl

farts of the earth for thy poffejjion.—Are you concerned

about generations to come, about the rifing generation,

when there is little hope of the prefent ? O ! here is a

covenant of grace to fucceeding generations till the end
of the world, faying, / will make thy name to be remem-

bered in all generations ; therefore the people fhall praife

thee for ever and ever.

Are you concerned about your latter end, and how it

fhall fare with^you when in the fwellings of Jordan, how
you will fight the laft battle ? O here is a covenant of

death-conquering grace, faying, 'Death fhall be fwallowed
up in vitfory ; O death, I will be thy plague; O grave,

I will be thy definition.— Are you concerned about a

gofpel-miniftry, and thoughtful whether it fhall be conti-

nued ? There is many a word in this covenant about it

;

but efpecially that, Chrift is exalted to maintain and fup-

port a gofpel-difpenfation to the end of the world, Mat.

xxviii. 20. Whatever fpot of the earth he chufes or re-

fufes., he having afcended on high, hath received gifts for

men, yea, for the rebellious alfo, that the Lord God might

dwell among them, Pfal. Ixviii. 18.

SERMON
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SERMON LXXXVIL

Faith's Plea upon Gods Word *.

2 Sam. vii. 25.

Do as thou haft faid.

DAVID was a ftrong believer ; and it were our

great advantage to follow him in his faith : and
in this word that I fix upon to fpeak to, there are two
ways wherein his faith works, 1. By believing the di-

vine word, Thou haft faid fo and fo. 2. By pleading

the accomplifhment thereof, Do as thou haft faid.

1. Faith works by believihg)tii word, Thou haftfaid.

The object and ground of faith is the divine faying

;

and faith refts upon a thus fait!) the Lord ; it is not up-

on a thus faith a man, or thus faith a minister ; nay,

nor thusfaith an angel. Divine faith can ftand only

upon a divine teftimony ; Thus faith the Lord ; thou

hafifaid. If you have faith then, you have received

the word, not as the zvord of man, but as it is indeedf ,

the word ofGod, which effectually works in you that be-

lieve. Faith acts by taking God's word, 'Thou haftfaid;

thou haft promifed ; thou haft fpoken in thy holinefs.

2. Faith acts by pleading the accompliftrment of the

promife, Do as thou haftfaid. God is not a fpeaker on-

ly, but a doer ; he is not a promifer only, but a per-

former : and faith looks to a promising God, that he
may be a performing God ; and fo puts him to his

word.

* This was an evening- exercife on a preparation-day, before

the celebration of the facrament of the Lord's fupper, at Burnt-

iila"nd, in the year 1733. It hath undergone fix editions.

OBSE.RV.



468 Faith's Plea Ser. LXXXVIL
Observ. That it is the bitfinefs of true faith, to take

God's word, and to pit him to it.

In the iiluftration of this doctrinal propofition, we
would incline, through divine aid, to eiTay briefly the

following things.

I. To mew, that it is the bufmefs of faith to take

God's word.

II. That it is the bufmefs of faith to put him to his

word.

III. How faith takes God's word.

IV. How it pleads the accomplishment of the promife.

V. Whence is this the bufmefs of faith to take God at

his word, and to put him to his word.

VI. Make application of the whole.

I. We are firft to fhew, That it is the bufmefs offaith

to take God's word, or to take him at his word : this

is plain, becaufe the word is the immediate objecl of

faith. We have no other glafs wherein to fee God
favingly, but his word, particularly his word of grace

and promife, Rom. x. 8. Say riot, JVho Jhall afcend

to heaven f that is, to bring Chrift down from above

;

or, Who ft}all defend into the deep f that is, to bring up

Chrift again from the dead. The word is nigh thee, even

in thy mouth and in thy heart : fo then, faith comes by hear-

ing, and hearing by the word of God. Faith is a relative

word, it relates to the faithfulnefs of the fpeaker ; be-

lieving relates to a word to be believed. That it is the

bufmefs offaith to truft in the word of God, is evident

from the whole fcripture. How many times, Pfal. cxix.

doth the pfalmifl fpeak of trailing in his word, and hop*

ing in his word, and rejoicing in his word, and fo taking

him at his word ?

II. We come, in the next place, to fhew, That it is

the bufmefs of faith to put him to his word, or to plead

the accomplifhment of his word, that he would do as he

had faid : this is evident from Pfal. cxix. 49. Remember

the word unto thyfervant, upon which thou haft caufed me

to hope. And how many times doth he plead with God,
to do to him according to his word r SQtickcn me ac-

cord-
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according to thy word, ver. 25. Again and again wc
have this repeated, as ver. 107, 154. Strengthen me, ac-

cording to thy word, ver. 28. Save me, according to thy

wordy ver. 41. Be merciful to me, according to thy word,

ver. 58. Deal well with thy fewant, according to thy

word, ver 56. Let thy merciful kindnefs he my comfort,

according to thy word, ver. 76. Uphold me, according to

thy word, ver. 116. Give me under(landing, according

to thy word, ver. 169. Deliver me, according to thy

word, ver. 170.—All comes to this, Do as thou haft

/aid.

III. We proceed now to mew, How^ or in what

manner, faith takes the word of God.
1. It takes it by an intelligent apprehenfwn of it in the

under'(landing. The man is taught of God, and gets his

eyes opened, to fee the faithfulfaying and worthy of all

acceptation ; he fees it to be the word of God, and a word

fpoken in feafon to his weary foul. They will never take

the word by faith that do not underftand it ; Philip faid

to the Eunuch, Underftandeft thou what thou readeft ?

So we may fay, Underftandeft thou what thou heareft ?

Are your eyes opened to fee the wonders of his law or

doctrine ; to fee the glory of Chrift held to you in tie

word ?

2. Faith takes the word of God by a particular appli-

cation of it with the heart ; infomuch that it is a cordial

apprehenfion, a cordial aiTent that is given to the word
;

With the hyirt man believeth unto righteoufnefs. Saving

light goes to the heart. Many have only their heads

enlightened, their judgments informed, but not their

hearts engaged, nor their affections captivated. Faith

is a cordial applying the word, and that particularly to

the man's own benefit ; whether we call it alfurance or

not, it comes to the fame thing : as when in conviclion

the threatening is applied, the man trembles under the

fear of hell and wrath, becaufe he applies the law-threat-

ening to himfelf, faying, / am the man to whom this

threatening is fpoken : fo, in the day of converfwn, or be-

lieving, the promife is applied, the man is relieved with

the view of the grace and mercy of God in Chrift, be-

Vo l. V. Nnn caufe
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caufe he applies the gofpel-promife to himfelf, faying*

" I am the man to whom this promife is fpoken, and I

" receive and reft upon Chrift for falvation, as he is

" promifed or offered to me in this gofpel ; To me is this

" word offalvation" And if the man did not take it

to himfelf, there would be no end of believing at all.

But then,

IV. The fourth thing propofed, was, To fhew how
faith pleads the accomplishment of the promife.

i . It pleads upon the mercy that made the promife,

that it is everlafting mercy, unchangeable mercy ; The
Lord, the Lord God merciful and gracious,

2. It pleads upon the truth that is to make out the

promife ; it is called, The
r
truth to Jacob, and the mercy

to Abraham , Micah vii. 20. ; that his name is faithful

and true.

3. It pleads upon the power of the promifer, Being

fully perfuadedy that he that hath promifed is able to per-

form ; that he hath not out-promifed his own promife,

or faid what he cannot do.

4. It pleads upon the blood ofthe covenant that feals all

the promises thereof \ hence they are all Tea and Amen
in Chrift Jefus.

5. It pleads upon the love of God to Chrift ; this is to

pray in his name, that God, for the love he bears to

Chrift, would do as he hath faid.

6. It pleads upon the unchangeablenefs of God and of

his word ; that his word endures for ever, and that he

is God, and changes not, therefore the fons of Jacob are

7iot confumed.

7. In a word, it pleads upon his oath, Heb. vi. 10.

God willing more abundantly to fhew unto the heirs ofpro-

mife, the immutability of his counfel, hath confirmed it by

an oath ; that by two immutable things, in which it was
impoffible for God to lye, we might have ftrong conflation ,

who havefledfor refuge, to lay hold upon the help fet be-

fore us.

8. And laftly, it pleads upon his name ; What wilt

thou not do for thy great name ?

V. The
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V. Thefifth thing propofed, was, To fhew whence

is this the bufinefs offaith to take God at his word, and

to put him to his word. Why, becaufe,

1. It is the end and defign of God, in giving his word ;

Thefe things are written, and fpoken, that we may believe

in the Son of God, and that believing, we might have life

in his name, John xx. 31. The gofpel is preached in

vain, if men do not take God at his word, and then

hang upon it.

1. Becaufe thus we glorify God ; and the more we
reft upon the divine word, the more we glorify him

;

.Abraham was ftrong in faith, giving glory to God. We
give him the honour of his truth, and other perfections

this way.

3. Becaufe thus we engage the honour of God upon

our fide, when we put him to his word ; his honour is

engaged, He cannot deny himfelf

4. Becaufe faith hath no other way of living, but up-

on the word of God ; Man liveth not by bread alone t but

by every word that proceedeth out of the ?nouth ofGod. Thy
word was found of me, and I did eat it. This is my com-

fort in my affliStion, thy word hath quickened me.

VI. The lafl thing propofed was the application of the

fubjec~t, which, indeed, was the principal thing intend-

ed. Here is a fit exercife before the folemn communion-
work, to go to God and fay, O do as thou hajl faia~.

Confider what he hath faid, and take him at his word,

and put him to it, that he would do to you accordingly.

Whatever your cafe be, furely there is fome word re-

lative to it.

Some may be thinking, alas ! God hath faid nothing

to me, that I may put him to his word. Why, man,
if the gofpel, that is in this Bible, be preached to you,

and if there be any word of grace therein fuitable to

your cafe, then put not away the word from you, but

take it, and plead upon it, that God would do as he hath

faid. If you can fee any word of promife fuited to

your cafe, and to your need, then put to your hand by
faith, and lay hold upon his word.

Nnn 2 Oh!
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Oh ! fay you, is there any word from God about my
cafe, who am a poor, needy creature like to ftarve for

want of a fpiritual meal, and a hearty draught of the

living waters that go outfrom 'Jerujaiem? What hath God
faid, or hath he faid any thing concerning me ? Yea,

he hath faid, Ifa. xli. 17, 18. When the poor and needy

fiek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for

tbirj}, I, the Lord, will hear them, I, the God of Ifrael
}

iu ill not forJake them. I will open rivers in dry places,

andfountains in the midft 0} the valleys. 1 will make the

wildernefs a pool of water, and the dry lands fprings of
water. Hath he faid fo ? Then take him at his word,

and put him to it, faying, Lord, "Do as thou haJ} faid.

Oh ! but is there any word from God for me, who
have been long waiting about ordinances, and never yet

feen his glory, as 1 would de(ire to fee it ? What hath he

laid concerning me ? Why, he hath faid, that he waits

that he may be gracious ; that he is a God of judgment,

and blefed are all they that wait for him, Ifa. xxx. 18.

He hath faid, The vifion is for an appointed time, but at

the end it will fpeak, and not lye : though it tarry, wait

for it, becaufe it will furely come, and not tarry, Hab. ii. 3.

—Hath he faid fo ? Then take him at his word, and

put him to it, faying, Do as thou haft faid.

But is there any word from God, concerning my cafe,

that find my confcience challenging mefor prodigious guilt

;

there was never fuch a guilty perfon on the face of the

earth? Are you groaning under guilt? Hear what he

fay, Heb. viii. 12. I will be merciful to your unrighteouf

nefs, and your fins and iniquities will I remember no more.

Ifa. xliii. 25. /, even I, am he that blotteth out thy tranf

greffwns for mine own fake, and will not remember thy fins.

— O then ! take hold of his word, wherein he proclaims

indemnity, and put him to it, faying, Lord, Do as thou

haft faid.

But, fays another, is there any word from God con-

cerning me, that am compaiTed about with {uchftrong

corruptions, and conquering lufts, that fin gets the maf-

teryofme? Would you be delivered? Hear what he

fays, Mic. vii. 19. He will fubdue our iniquities, and cafl

all our fins into the depths of the fea. Rom. vi. 14. Sin

/ball
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Jhall not have dominion over you ; for ye are not under the

law but under grace. Ifa. lxiii. 4. The day of vengeance

is in mine hearty and the year of my Redeemed is come.

—Hath he promifed to take vengeance on your lufts ?

Then take him at his word, faying, O do as thou haji

faid.

But is there any word to me, that am fuch a filthy

monjler, fuch a polluted creature in heart and way, that

am (linking, as it were, in the grave of fin ? He hath

faid, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. From all your filthinefs andfrom
all your idols will I cleanfe you. Zech xiii. 1. There is

a fountain opened to the houfe ofDavid, and to the inhabi-

tants ofjerujalem, for fin andfor uncleannejs. Is there

a promife of cleanfing ? Then take him at his word,
and cry, Lord, Do as thou hajlfaid.

But is there any word to me a backftidcr, a grievous

revolter, that many times after vows have made inquiry ;

my promifes and refolutions have been but paper walls

before the fire of temptation ? Are you affii&ed with

this and would have relief? Behold, he fays, Jer. iii,

22. Return ye backfliding children, and 1 will heal your

backfli dings. Hof. xiv. 4. I will heal your backjlidings,

and love you freely. I will be as the dew to Ifrael.—Hath
he faid fo ? Then let your heart fay, Lord, T>o as thou

haft faid?

But what doth God fay to me, that have no ftrength

for any duty or difficulty, that am weak like water \

Would you have relief in this cafe ? God fays, 2 Cor.

xii. 9- My grace fliall be fufficient for thee, and ?ny

ftrength floall be made perfeel in thy weaknefs. Ifa. xl. 26.

He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no

might he increafeth ftrength.—Doth he fay fo ? Then put

him to his word, faying, Lord, T>o as thou h<ft faid.

But is there any word concerning me, that am brought

to a great difficulty, and know not what to do, or what
hand to turn me to ; I am (Iraitened what courfe to take ?

doth God fay any thing to me ? Yea, he doth : Ifa. xlii.

19. I will bring the blind by a way they know not ; I will

lead them in a path that they have not known. I will make

darknefs light before them, and crooked thingsftraight. Ifa.

xxx. 22. Thine ears Jball hear a voice behind line, faying,

'This
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'This is the way, walk ye in it. I will guide thee by my

counfel.—Doth he fay fo ? Then put him to his word,

faying, Lord, T>o as thou hafl [aid.

But what fays God to a poor foul that is harajfed with

the temptations of the devil, and ready to be deflroyed

with the fiery darts of the wicked one? God fays, I will

bruife the head of the ferpent, Rom. xvi. 20. The God of
peace Jhall bruife Satan under your feet fhortly. For this

caufe was the Son of God manifefted, to deflroy the works

of the devil—Hath he begun to deftroy him ? and hath

he faid, 'Thou Jhalt bruife him under thy feet ? Then
put him to his word, faying, Lord, Do as thou haft

faid.

Alas ! but what fays God to a poor dejlitute creature^

and hath nothing, no good, no grace, no light, no life,

nodrength? He fays, Philip, iv. 19. My God fhallfup-

ply all your wants , according to his riches in glory . by

Chrift Jefus. Pfal. ix. 18. The needy Jhall not always be

forgotten ; the expeclation of the poor Jhall not perijh for

ever. There is bread enough, and to Jpare, in your Fa-

ther's houfe.—Hath he faid fo ? O then ! put him to his

word, faying, Lord, Do as thou haftJaid.

But what fays God to me, that am longing, earnejlly

bilging for fome tafte of his goodnefs, fome communion
and fellowfhip with him ? Why, God fays to you, that

he willJatisjy the longingfoul, and fill the hungry with

good things, Matth. v. 6. Blejfed are they that hunger a?id

thirfl after righteoujnefs ; for theyJhall befilled. Hath he

faid fo ? Then let your heart fay, Lord, Do as thou haft

Jaid,

Oh ! but is there any word for one that hath a quite

other cafe to tell you of, that hath no longing defire, no

hunger, no third, that hath as much need as any long-

ing foul here ; but I have no fpiritual longing, not fo

much as a defire, but, like the parching earth, the dry

ground, that can have no adive thirfl, but hath many
a wide cleft ? God fays, Ifa. xliv. 3, 4. / will pour wa-

ter on him that is thirfty, andfloods upon the dry ground ;

roen my Spirit upon thy feed, and my blefjing upon thine

ofspring. They ftall grow up as among the graft, as wil-

lows by the watercourfes,-—HaYC you no other third,

but
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but like that of the dry ground, and hath he promifed
a flood? Then, O put him to his word, faying, Lord,
Do as thou haftJaid.

Oh ! but is there any word for me, that am like the

barren ground and unfruitful, that bears nothing but
briars and thorns, and I find this ground is rejecled, as

nigh unto curfing, whofe end is to be burned f Is this your
fear and concern? Hear that word, Ifa.lv. 13. lnflead

of the thorn fhall come up the fir tree ; and in/lead of the

briar, the myrtle-tree ; and it fliall be to the Lord for a

name, andfor an everlafling fign that fhall not be cut off.

Hof. xiv. 8. I am like a green fir-tree ^ from me is thy fruit

found.—Hath he faid fo ? Then put him to his word,
faying, Lord, Do as thou haftfaid,

* Alas ! but is there any word for me, that have been
zfGol, a mocker, zjcorner', that have lauched at all reli-

gion and godlinefs ; is there any merciful word that I

may take hold of? Yea, God fays, Prov. i. 22. Te
fcorners, that delight in fcoming, andfools, that hate know-
ledge, turn ye at my reproof: behold, I vAll pour out my
Spirit unto you ; I will make known my word unto you.

—Doth he fay fo ? Then put him to his word, faying,

do as thou haft faid.

But what fays God to one that hath a plagued hearty

a hard heart, a bafe heart, full of all manner of evils,

and all the plagues of hell ? Why, God fays, Ezek.
xxxvi. 26. *A nezv heart will Igive you, and a new fpirit

zuill I put within you ; I will take away the flony heart

out ofyourflefh, and I willgive you an heart offlefh. ^ind
1 will put my Spirit within you, and caufe you to walk in

my ftatutes. And whatever be the plague, he hath faid,

lam the Lord that healeth thee Hath he faid fo ? Then,
O put him to his word, faying, Lord, Do as thou haft

faid.

Ah ! but doth God fay any thing to a ftupid wretch,
that not only hears you, but is no more affected than
the Hones of the wall, and that is quite dead, and can

{

no more ftir than a rock, and hath no more life than a
dead corpfe ? God fays, and, O that he would fay it

with power, Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon thsfeflain, that they may live. Ezek. xxxvii.

12.
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12. I will open your graves, and canfe you to come out of
your graves, and ye Jhall know that I am the Lord, when I
have opened your graves, and (hall put my Spirit in you,

and ye Jhall live—Hath he faid fo ? Then, O put him
to his word, faying, Lord, Do as thou haft/aid.

But, Oh ! is there any word that God fays concern-

ing me, that hath forfeited God'sfavour, by heaping up
great and infuperable mountains betwixt him and me,
that I fear he will never come over ? Why, he fays,

Zech. iv. 7. Who art thou, O great mountain f before our

Zerubbabel, thou Jhalt become a plain. He Jball bring forth

the head (lone with /hooting, crying, Grace, grace, unto it.

He can make the mountains fhip like rams, and the little

hills like /tf/w&r.— Hath he faid fo ? Then, O put him
to his word, and fay, Lord, Do as thou haftfaid.

But is there any word for one that is filled with fear

of heavy judgments coming upon the land, and upon an

apqftate-church? Yes, he fays, Ifa. xxxii. 2. 14 man

Jhall be a hiding place from the (lorm, and a covert from
the tempeft : as rivers of water in a dry place, as the Jha-

dow of a great rock in a weary land. When you fee mat-

ters running into confufion, church-members betraying

the privileges of the church, and the church of Scotland

deflroying herfelfwith her own hand, not only boars out

of the foreft wafting her, and zuild beafts of the field de-

vouring her, but enemies in the bofom of the church

making themfelves famous, for lifting up axes and ham-

mers to break down the carved work of her do&rine, dif-

cipline, and government *, remember the Lord hath

faid, that when he builds up Zion, he will appear in his

glory ; and that upon all the glory there Jhall be a defence ;

that at evening time it Jhall be light ; that the darkefi

part of the night may ufher in the morning-ftar of a Re-

formation in fpite of hell : for I would incline gladly to

hope God will not leave Scotland, though we have left

him. He took infeftment by Solemn National Covenant

fix times f ; and he hath had martyrs for his kingly of-

* What the Author here alludes to, is laid open, Vol, I. p. 238.

Vol. II. p. 304, See alio above, p. 304, 357, 395, 396, 425, 426.

f This was done at different periods betwixt the year 1589, and

16'SQ,
her,
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fice, that have afterted his royal prerogatives at the ex-

pence of their blood : therefore, let us apply that word,

He will arife and have mercy on Zion—Hath he faid fo ?

Then, O take him at his word, faying, Lord, Do as thou

haft faid.

But is there any word for a poor creature that is in

bondage through fear of death? If I have run zvith the

footmen, and they have zuearied me ; then, hozv can I con-

tend zvith horfes f And if in the land of peace, wherein I
trufted, they wearied me, then, what will I do in the fweU
ling of Jordan? I tremble to meet with the king oftcr-

torsf Why, he hath faid, Hof. xiii. 14. I zvill raufom

them from the poiver of the grave ; I will redeem them

from death ! O death ! I zvill be thy plagues ; O grave !

I will be thy deftrutlion. Death fball be fwallowed up

hi viclory. Plead then, that he would do as he hath

faid.

But I want ajfiirance of all thefe things, may one fay.

Well, what mean you by that, man, woman, that you
want alfurance ? I fuppofe many do not underiland

themfelves, when they fay they want aifurance ; for,

what better alfurance would you have than the word of

God ? If you have his word, and take his word, you
need no better alfurance. If a man of credit, whom
you can depend upon, give you his word for fuch a thing,

then you depend upon it, and fay you are aflured of it

;

for you have his word. There is an aifurance of fenfc,

that is, the aflurance of the work, when you have got

the thing that is promifed ; this is not properly aifurance,

it is enjoyment : but the aifurance offaith is the aifurance

of a word. And though the aifurance of fenfe befweet-

eft, yet the aifurance of faith is the fareft aifurance : for,

what you get in hand from God you may foon lofe the

benefit and comfort of it ; but what you have upon bond
in the promife, is itill fecure. If you take God's pro-

mile, you have the beil aifurance in the world : but if

you fay you want faith, you cannot take his word, or

truft his word, then this is plain dealing ; I fear this in-

deed be the cafe of the moil : then you want aifurance

indeed, becaufe you wTant faith, and cannot take his

Vojl. V. O o o word.
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word, nor give him fo much credit. But if any be fay-

ing, that is indeed my cafe ; I cannot believe his word

:

doth God fay nothing to me ? Is there any word fuited

to my cafe ? Yes, there are promifes of faith as well as

to it ; Zeph. hi. 12. I will leave in the midft of them a

poor and afflifled people, and they flmll truft in the name

of the Lord. In him (hall the Gentiles truft,—Hath the

Author of faith fo promifed ? Then, O take him at his

' word ; cry for faith, faying, Lord, Do as thou haft

faid.

But may one fay, I would defire not only to have the

word., but the accomplijhment of the word ; I would not

only have the promile, but the performance ; and there

are ibme promifes I have been looking to, fome ten or

twenty-years-old promifes, that I think I got the faith

of; but, alas! the accomplifhment is not yet come;
there are fome prayers and petitions I have had long

tabled upon the ground of the promife : What doth God
fay to one that hath never got thefe promifes accom-

plimed, nor thefe prayers anfwered ? Why, man, be

thankful, if you have got grace to believe the promife
;

for fo much faith as you have to take God's word, fo

much affurance you have that the word will be made out.

If you be waiting upon a promifmg God, give him his

time, and behold the womb of the promife will fhortly

open arid bring forth ; for it will not travel beyond its

time ; Blejfed is fie that believed ; for there fhall be a per-

formance of thofe things that were told her from the Lord,

Luke i. 45. And your fits and flarts of unbelief, O
believer, mall not hinder the performance of the promife

you have once believed favingly ; Ifzue believe not, he

abideth faithful ; he cannot deny him/elf 2 Tim. ii. 13,

Will he deny his word, will he deny his oath ? No,
no; he will have refpecl to his covenant ; becaufe he hath

a refpecl to himfelf.

But what fays God of one that is ajfiicled^ and inourn-

ing for the deflations of Zion, and particularly for the

fins and defections of the day we live in ? I will tell you
what he fays, They thatfow in tearsfjail reap in joy ; and

* though you have your mourning time for Zion, you
lhall alfo have your rejoicing times; Rejoice ye with

Jerufalem,
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Jerufalem, and be glad with her', all ye that love her : re-

joice forjoy with her, all ye that mourn for her, Ifa. lxvi.

10. He lays, that he will fet a mark upon the foreheads

of them that figh and cry for all the abominations that are

done in the midft thereof Ezek. ix. 4. Blejfed are they

that mourn, for they fhall be comforted, Mat. v. 4.—Why-

then, look to him to do as he hathfaid.
But fays another, I am one that has a family, and

children that the Lord hath given me, and it is my con-

cern, not only that I may be bleffed myfelf but that my
feed and offspring may be bleffed ; is there any word for

me in this cafe ? Yea, what think you of that word ?

Ifa. xliv. 3. I will pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my

blefjing upon thine offspring. What think ye of that cove-

nant made with Abraham, which you are called to lay

hold upon by following his faith ? Gen. xvii. 7. / will be

thy God, and the God of thy feed. You have not only

the covenant of Abraham to look to, but the entail of

the covenant to your pofterity to look to, Ifa lix. 21.

Thte is my covenant zv'ith them, faith the Lord, My Spirit

that is upon thee, and my words that I have put in thy mouth,

fhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of
thy feed, nor out of the mouth of thy feeds feed, faith the

Lord, from henceforth and for ever. He hath faid, that

children are his heritage, Pfalm exxvii. 3.; and that his

righteoufnefs is unto childrens children, Pfalm ciii. 17.

;

The promffe is unto you and to your children f Acts ii. 39.

take him at his wrord, and cry, Lord, Do as thou haft

faid.

But what do you fay to one that finds himfelf deferted

of God, and that God anfwers neither by Urim nor

Thummim. Igo foreward, but he is not there ; back-

ward, but I cannot perceive him : on the left-hand, where

he doth work, but I cannot behold him : He htdeth himfelf

on the right-hand, that I cannot fee him, Job xxiii. 8, 9.

The Comforter, that fhould relieve my foul, is far removed,

Lam. i. 16. God fays, Ifa. liv. 7, 8, 10. For a fmall

moment have 1 forfaken thee, but with great mercies will

1 gather thee: Ln a little zvrath I hid my face from thee,

for a moment ; but zvith everla/ling kindnefs zvill I draw

thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer. For the -mountains

O o 2 J/wIl
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JJjall depart y and the hills be removed, but my kindnefs Jhall

not depart from thee, neither Jhall the covenant of my peace

be removed, faith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee — Hath.

he faid fo r Then, O take him at his word, faying,

Lord, do as thou haftfaid.

But what doth God fay to one that is toffed with one-

wave of affliclion upon the back of another, 'Deep calling

unto deep, at the noife of God''s zvater-jpouts ; all his waves
and billows are gone over me? Pfalm xlii. 7. Why, God
fays, Ifa. lit, 11, 12, 13, 14. Oh thou afflicted, toffed with

tempefls, and not comforted,- beh-ola, I will lay thy ftones

with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with fapfhires :

•Ana11 will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of
carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleafant (lanes : yJnd all

thy children Jhall be taught of the Lord, and great Jhall be

the peace of thy children : In righteoufnefs fhalt thou be

eftablifloed. Yea he fays, Pfalm xci. 15. He Jhall call

tipon me, and I will anfiver him ; I will be with him in

trouble ; I will deliver him, and honour him. Many fuch

fweet words of grace he fpeaks. O then, take his word,
and plead, Lord, Do as haft thoufaid.

But is there any word to one that is loft in the wilder

-

?iefs, and knows not where he is, fo as to think it im-

poflible that minifters can find him out ? 1 think I am
loft in a thicket, and it is impomble to find out my cafe

in your preaching, it is a matchlefs cafe, a namelefs cafe.

Why, may be that word concerns you, Ifa. lxii. 11.

Behold thy falvation cometh ; and thou fhalt be called,

Sought out, not forfaken f And Hof. ii. 14. I will allure

her, and bring her into the wildcmefs, and there will I

fpeak comfortably to her ; or, as the word is in the mar-
gin, fpeak to her heart. O comfortable, when God
fpeaks not only to the ear, but to the heart !— Well, hath

he faid it ? O then, take his word and plead, Bo as thou

haft faid.

But is there any word to one that hath been incorr'17-

ible under direcling providences, and hath his corruptions

irritate by the crofs, and rebellion rather increafed by
rods, inftead of being reclaimed by word and rod ? Is

there any cafe like mine, or is there any word for me
to lay hold upon ? Yes j what think you of that word,

Ifa. Ivii.
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Ifa. lvii. 17, 18. for the iniquity of his covetcuf/iefs was I
wroth, and fmote him : I hid me, and was wroth, and he

went on frowardly in the way ofhis heart? Well, what fol-

lows ? I have feen his ways, and will heal him ; I will

lead him alfo, and reflore comforts unto him, and to his

mourners. O afloniihing wonder of free grace ! that it

was not faid, I have feen his ways, and will damn him ;

but I have feen his zuays, and will heal him : 1 have feen

his ways, and will save him.—Hath he faid fo ? Then
put in your petition, Lord, Do as thou haft faid.

But is there any word to fuch as are under the pozver

of unbelief and impenite?icy f The gofpel is preached to

believers and penitents : O God forbid but it was not

preached to finners, that are both unbelieving and im-

penitent, in order to bring them to faith and repentance :

why, what fays God to fuch ? He fays, what they

ought to lay hold and plead upon, Pfal. ex. 3. Thy peo-

ple fhall he willing in the day of thy power. Acls v. 31.

Chrift is exalted at the right-hand of God, to he a Prince

and a Saviour, to give repentance to Ijrael, and forgiven-

nefs offin. Plead then he may do as he has faid.

But is it poffible that God is fpeaking to any that hath

been a notorious ftnnerf Perhaps, all the country knows
that I have been a fcandalous debauchee, a lend and
wicked (inner, a profane gracelefs wretch. O ! if any
were charmed with the joyful found of gofpel-grace to-

day, he fays, Ifa. i. 8. Come now and lei us reafon toge-

ther , faith the Lord : though your fins he as fearlet, they

fhall be as white as[now: though they be red like crimfon, they

Jhall be as wool. Though you have finned to the utter-

moft, 1 am able to fave to the uttermoft ; is your name
wonderful, as a Sinner ? Behold his name is Wonderful,

as a Saviour.—O hath he faid fo ? Well, go and plead

his word, faying, Lord, T>o as thou haft faid.

But befides my wickednefs^l am grojly igncra?it ; doth

God fay any thing to a poor brutiih ignorant creature

like me ? Would you be taught ? There is a word you
may take hold of, John vi. 45. // is written in the pro-

phets, They /hall be all taught of God. And, who teaches

like him ?— Hath he faid fo ? Then take him at his word,
faying, Do as thou haft faid.

But
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But is there any word from God for one that hath

crucifiedfo ?nany convictions as I have done
; yea, and

virtually crucified the Son of God afrefh, by rejecting

his calls, grieving his Spirit ? Yea, we are called to

preach the gofpel to every creature, and even to the

cruciners of Chrift ; Repentance and remiffion offin muft

be preached in his name among all nations', beginning at Je-

fufalem, Luke xxiv. 47. Why beginning at Jerufalem,

among the crucifiers of Chrift ? Becaufe they have mofi

need of his blood to wafh them : Chrift came tofavefinners^

the chief offinners ?—Hath he faid fo ? Then put in your

bill, Lord, Do as thou haftfaid.

But will you tell me, Is there any word for one that

cannot think that it is as you are faying, that there is any

merciful word in God's mouth, or any merciful thought

in God's heart towards me ; it cannot enter into my
thought ; I cannot let it light in my "mind or heart ?

Why, God fays, Ifa. lv. 8, 9. My thoughts are not your

thoughts', neither are your ways my ways, faith the Lard

:

for as the heavens are higher than the earth, fo are n,y

ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your

thoughts. You are not to meafure his thoughts by yours,

no more than you can meafure thefe wide heavens with

your arms : but God knows his own thoughts, and

what fays he of them ? Jer. xxix. 11, 12, 13. I know
the thoughts that I think towards you, faith the Lord,

thoughts ofpeace, and not of evil, to give you an expecled

end. Then Jhall ye call upon me, and ye fhall go and pray

unto me, and I will hearken unto you. yhidye jhallfeek me
andfind me, when Jhallfearch for me with all your heart.

—Hath he faid fo ? Then go and plead his word, fay-

ing, Lord, Do as thou haftfaid.

In a word, Do you want his prefencef He hath faid,

Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world :

I will never live thee nor forfake' thee. Are you afraid of

hell and damnation ? He hath faid, 'Deliver his foul

from going down to the pit, I have found out a ranfom.—

O

what encouragement is here to go and pray and plead,

faying, Lord, Do as thou haft faid?
O Sirs, fearch the fcriptures, and ftudy the word of

God 5 confult and confider what he hath faid ; let there

be
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be no mouldy Bibles among you ; let not the du(l of

your Bibles witnefs againft you, for your eternal falva-

tion depends upon your believing what he hath faid

therefore ftudy the faith of what he hath faid. The
Spirit is promifed, and the fcriptures are written to work
this faith ; Chrifl is exalted, and the throne of grace

is erecled to give this faith ; and this faith comes by
hearing what he hath faid : by hearing not what Plato

hath faid, or Seneca hath faid ; what this or that man
hath faid, but what God hath faid in his word, in this

Bible, which is a book fo prefaced, and fo attefled as

never any other book was : the Old Teflament is pre-

faced by all the miracles wrought by Moles ; the New
Teflament was prefaced by all the miracles wrought by
Chrift. And as Mofes's miracles were wrought before

the Old Teflament was written, fo Chrifl's miracles

were wrought before the New Teflament was written

:

never a book was fo attefled as this, even by a cloud of

witneffes, a cloud of miracles, a cloud of martyrs, who
fealed with their blood the truth contained in it. God,
in the New Teflament, exactly fulfills what he hath faid

in the Old
;

yea, the prefent flate of all the world is a
viiible performing of fcripture-prophecies.—Are not the

Jews at this day a fcaltered and defpifsd people, as the

fcripture faid they mould be ? Hath not God done as

he hath faid ?—Is not Antichrifi, the long-lived man offin y

and the cruel man of blood, as the fcripture told he
mould be ? Thus it is done as he hath faid.—Are not
the Pagan parts of the earth the dark places and habita-

tions of cruelty', as the fcripture fays they fhould be I

Thus it is as he hath faid.—Do not the feven churches
of Afia ly defolate, as they were threatened, unlefs they

repented ? Thus it is as he hath faid.—Is not Mahomet
^

the falfe prophet, and his followers like the waters of
the great river Euphrates, to which they are compared
in fcripture ? And thus it is as he hath faid. - Does not
the whole world ly in wickednefs, as the word of God
mews? And fo it is as he hath faid.— Is not every faint
as a brand plucked out of the burning, as the fcripture

fpeaks ? And fo it is as he hath faid.—Are not Dei/Is

and fcoffers walking after their own tufts, and ridiculing

the
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the promife of Chrift's coming, as the fcripture fpeaks ?

And fo it is as he hath faid.—Are not the black marks
of perilous times in the laft days upon us, as the fcripture

fpeaks ? And fo it is as he hath faid.—Are not the

foolijh virgins as many, yea, and more than the wife,

and allflumbering and fteepng, and all according as he
hath faid ?—Doth not the Spirit fpeak exprefly, that in

the latter times fome foall depart from the faith, and ac-

cordingly it is as he hath faid ?—Is not the gofpel a

favour of life to fome, and a favour of death to others ?

—Is not Chrilt precious to fome, and 2. ftone of ftumbling

and a rock of offence to others, as the fcripture fpeaks ?

And fo it is as he hath faid. Look about you, and
fee if any thing that falls out be not an accomplifnment
of the word : and, O how mould you value this word !

not a jot or title of it (hall fall to the ground.
Walk in this garden of the fcripture, and pluck up

the flowers of gofpel-promiies, and put them in your
bofom ; live by faith upon the promife, and be perfuad-

ed, whatever (lands in the way, that he will do as he hath

faid. He will do fo, for what he hath faid he hath writ-

ten, what he hath faid he hath fealed, what he hath faid

he hath fworn, what he hath faid he will never unfay
;

therefore, take hold of his word of grace, and hold him
at his word in life and death, faying, Do as thou haft

faid.

SERMON
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SERMON LXXXVIIL

The Saint's Duty in Evil Times*.

I s a. xxvi. 8.

Tea, in the way of thy judgments, Lord, have we
waited for thee.

GO D hath promifed his people a door of hope, in the

valley of Achor, that they may fing there. Thefe

words are part of a Jong, compofed a little before the cap-

tivity, by way of anticipation, mewing what comfort

may be found in the midft of all afflictions. The firfl

part of the fong is of a high ifrain, full of comfort : but,

omitting the coherence, in this text you may notice,

i. The circumftances the Lord's people were in, they

were under judgments. By judgments fometimes in

fcripture is underftood the law and commandment ; but

here it is affliction, as in the following verfe. 2. Whence
their affliclion proceeded, from God ; thy judgments.

3. The variety thereof, they are judgments, in the plural

number; and the way of his judgments. 4. The perfons

who were tryfted with them, even the people of God,

that are here reprefenting their cafe, we. 5. To whom
they relate their circumftances, to God himfelf ; in the

way of thy judgments, O Lord. 6. Their exercife ; we
have waited for thee.

From which I obferve fo many doctrines, for ground

of meditation.

# Where or on what occafirn this fermon was preached, is un-

certain; but by the place it has in the Author's notes, it is pro-

bable it was fome time in the year 1733. // was never before

printed.

V o l. V, P p p I. From
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1. From the afflictions they were under, being called

iudgments. Obferve, " That on whomfoever God in-

flicts any puniihments, they are always juft ; for they

are judgments, parts of his righteous adminiftations, as

the righteous Judge of all the earth." Hence learn,

i. To ji(ftify God, whatever be the affliction you are

tryfled with ; and to afcribe righteoumefs and holinefs

to him : thus did David when God had forfaken him
and refufed him an audience; Pfalm xxii. i, 2, 3.

My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me f why art thou

fo far from helping me, andfrom the word\ of my roaring?

O my God, I cry in the day-time y
but thou heareji not ; and

in the night feafon, and am not filent. But thou art holy,

O thou that inhabiteth the praifes of Ifrael. So mould we
fay, " I am fo and fo afflicted ; but thou art holy, but
M thou art righteous, but thou art juft."

2. To condemn ourfehes when God fo righteoufly

judgeth us. We ought not to charge Godfoolijhly ; but

to take with the charge of fin, and to bear the indignation

of the Lord, becaufe we havefinned again/I him.

3. To fee fin to be an iniquity and an unjuft thing, be-

caufe his afflicting for fin is juft ; Thou art juji when thou

fmittejl, and clear when thou judgeft.
4. To receive affliction, dutifully and hwnbly : becaufe

we receive good things out of the hand of God, and mould
blefs him becaufe he is merciful ; therefore, we mould
receive evil things out of his hand alfo, and adore him,

becaufe he is juft.. He may afflict in fovereignty : but

if he. marks iniquity, we need quarrel no puniffiment he
inflicts.

II. Observ. " That judgments upon a people do not

come by chance ; but have their original commiffion

from God : therefore, they are called his judgments,

thy judgments."

The evil of fin is ours ; but the evil of affliction the

Lord challenges as his ; Is there evil in the city, and the

Lord hath not done it f It is God that chaftifeth. Who
brought fuch a man to a fick bed ? And who inflicted

fuch and fuch a trouble ? Who made that man a wi-

dower,
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dower, and his children motherlefs ; and fuch a woman
a widow, and her children fatherlefs ? Why, faith God,

Am not / the Author of it ? It is / that removes com-

forts ; /that inflicts crofles. The crueleft act that ever

was done in the world, fo far as concerned the afflictive

part of it, is what God challenges as his own deed, viz.

the delivering of Chrift to be crucified. It was not ^ the

hand of Pilate, but the hand of God himfelf: fo it is

faid when Pilate fpoke to Chrift, faying, Knoweft thou

not, that I have pozuer to crucify thee, and have pozuer to

releafe thee f Jefus anfwered, Thou couldeft have no pow-

er at all againft me, except it were given thee from above :

therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater fin

,

John xix. 10, 11. Yemen of Ifrael, hear thefe words t

Jefus ofNazareth a man approven of God, among you, by

miracles, wonders, and figns, which God did by him in the

midft of you, as ye yourfelves alfo know. Him, being

delivered by the determinate counfel and fore-knowledge of

God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and

/lain, Acts ii. 22, 23. Whatever be the fecond caufe ;

God is the firft mover and the fpring. Hence learn,

1. To take off your eyes and pafhons from in/truments

of trouble, and from the /lone that is thrown, and look to

the hand that throws it. See God in every affliction
j

it is his judgment, whether fatherly or wrathful.

2. Learn to exercife fubmiffion, patience, and toleration.

If it were only the hand of man, and the mere influence

of fome temporary caufe, then perhaps there might be

fome liberty taken ; but it is God : therefore, let this

flop our mouth for ever ; / was dumb, I opened not my
mouth ; becau/e thou didfi it, Pfalm xxxix. 9.

3. This mould influence not only to toleration, but

to /application to God ; Is any afflicledf let him pray •

pray for grace to bear what he lays on your back : pray

not only for patience, but for per/everance, fmce it is

hard to hold out under affliction : pray for dependence

upon himfelf ; afflictions are the banifhers of men from
creature comforts, and from retting on them ; therefore

we need to pray for a believing and clofs adherence to

the Lord himfelf; and pray for deliverance, yet with

fubmiflion to his will.

P p p 2 4. Learn
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4. Learn to acknowledge his wife providence, that,

by judgment, can bring about mercy : fince they are

his judgments, we may expect his mercifully accompany-

ing them for good, and making them to work for good,

to loofe the heart from the creature. He doth ?tot afflicl

willingly, but he mercifully ordereth the affliction.

5. Learn to reap ad-vantage by judgment, and to turn

to him that fmitteth, and to hear the rod, for it cometh
with a lefTon ; Schola cruris, fchola lucis.

III. Oeserv. " That God's judgments are various ;

from above, from beneath, from without, from within,

from this hand and that hand : hence we read here of

the way of his judgments." There are diverfity of af-

flictions in the hand of God : fome he exercifeth with

affliction one way, and fome another ; fome various ways,

and with various afflictions, and multitudes of them : David

knew this ; Deep calleth unto deep. Temptations, defer-

tions, and many other ways : Paul was in perils diverfe

ways. Hence learn,

1. Men mould beware of multiplying fin, left God
multiply judgments ; for he hath many arrows in his

quiver : an impenitent linner can never out-fin God's

wrath ; his arrows of vengeance can never be fpent.

2. Men little need to be fecure when one judgment is

over, as if the bitternefs of death were pafi : God often

brings a cloud after rain. When you have efcaped one

affliction, God can foon meet you with another ; he can

foon make a fon rife up againft a father, as Abfalom a-

gainft David. You may efcape the famine, and may
fall by the fword

;
you may efcape one trial, and yet a

greater may be behind. Be not fecure.

3. If God hath fo many and various afflictions where-

with to afflict you, leave it to the wifdom of God, in

what kind, and after what manner he will chaftife you.

Beware of afflictions of your own procuring : cut not

out your own troubles \ let God cut and carve for

you.

4. Learn hence, to /loop at the firft blow, and not to

put God at the charge of many arrows ; he will over-

come when he judgeth, as he did with Pharoah, that

haughty
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haughty monarch : he had better difmifTed Ifrael at

firft.

IV. Observ. " That the fins of God's own people

may provoke him to fend judgments on them, and on

the place they live in." They may fin, as here, and

bring judgments upon themfelves and others : God may
be provoked, for the iniquity offons and daughters, Tou

only have I knozvn of all the families of the earth : there-

fore I will punifh you Jor all your iniquities. Hence learn,

1. Let not God's own children forget their obnoxiouf-

nefs to the difcipline of his houfe ; If his children forfake

my law.> and walk not in my judgments :—Then will I vifit

their tranfgrejfion with the rod, and their iniquity with

Jlripes, Plalm lxxxix. 30, 32.

2. Let every one examine their own heart, and fee

what hand they have in bringing fuch a judgment, and

fuch a judgment, whether fpiritual or temporal.

3. It lhould teach us to (land in the gap when others

make it wider, even the people of God themfelves :

how few then are there to (land and to fill it up, or flop

it, in this day of degeneracy and backfiiding?

4. It lhould teach us to bewail the (ins even of God's
own people, their carnality, levity, wantonnefs, &c. ;

and to live a life of continual dependence upon the Lord
Jefus, that we be not given up to the fway of our lulls

;

and to humble ourfelves. 2 Chron. vii. 4. If my people,

which are called by my name, fliall humble themjehes and

fray, and feek my jace, and turn from their wicked ways ;

then zvill I hear from heaven, and will forgree their fins,

and will heal their land. Where we may remark, that

as humiliation, fupplication, and reformation are necef-

fary, in order to have a land healed, if it is hurt even

by the fins of God's people ; fo it is not our duties, or

performance thereof, but God's propriety in us, and
covenant with us, that caufeth him to (hew mercy to us.

Which alfo teacheth us, how to wreftle with God in

prayer ; the argument mull be drawn from his free

grace. And how to do duty acceptably ; it is by faith

in Chrift ; as our perfons, fo our fervices are accepted

only in him: and his mtereft in his people is unchangeable.

V. Oiisenv.
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V. Observ. " That we cannot go to a better hand,
to reprefent our afflicted circumftances, than the hand
that imites us ; in the way of thy judgments, O Lord,
faith the people here, we come to pour out our com-
plaints." Hence,

i. Here is the myfiery of faith ; it brings a man to

that very God that was offended : to him that judgeth
righteoufly, that he may judge alfo mercifully.

2. God's people, in their greateft trials, will never
want a refuge : when they are under judgments, they

make their Judge their refuge.

3. How condemnation-worthy are they that go to o-

ther phyjicians of no value, neglecting God himfelf,

though it is the end of his chaftifements to drive them
to himfelf?

4. Afflictions that come from God, with a blefling,

leadeth to God by prayer : and when we truly fee. them
to be from him, as his judgments, they will lead us to

him, to breathe out our fouls to him, as the Deliverer.

VI. Observ. " That it is the duty of the afflicted to

" wait for God." It is the property of God's people

to wait patiently the time of God's mercy, in a way of

hope, Lam. iii. 25, 26. The Lord Is good unto them that

wait for him, to the foul that feeketh him. It is good that

a man fbould both hope and quietly wait for the falvation of
the Lord. It is not enough to wait on God, in the way
of his mercies ; but we muft wait on him in the way of

his judgments alfo. Here I would, 1. Propofe fome quef-

fions, for explaining and clearing the doctrine. 2. Refolve

fome objections, that may be made againft this duty of

waiting upon God in the way of his judgments.

1/?, The firit thing was to propofe fome quejiions for

clearing the duty of waiting on the Lord.

Quest, i. What are we to wait upon God for ?

Answ. For all promifed bleffings of the new cove-

nant : we ought to lay hold on his covenant, and then

to wait for all the promifed good thereof. As,

x. For God himfelf, his being our God, and acting

the
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the part of a God to us ; fmce the great promife of the

covenant is, I will be thy God, and ye fliall be my people.

2. For the new heart and fpirit, according to the pro-

mife, *A new heart alfo will 1 give you, and a new fpirit

will 1put within you ; and I will take away theflony heart

out ofyourflejh, and give you an heart offlefh. For pro-

mifed pardon ; I will be merciful to your unrighteoujnefs,

your fins and iniquities will I remember no more. For pro-

mifed healing, according to the promife, / will heal

your backflidings ; I will love you freely. For the promifed

Spirit ; / will pour water upon him that is thir/ly, and

floods upon the dry ground. For promiied prefence ; /

will never leave thee nor forfake thee. For promifed di-

rection ; / will lead the blind in a way they know not. For
promifed falvation

;
grace and glory, and every good

thing promifed in the covenant; for what he hath pro-

mifed to his children, to the church, to the nation. His
promife is the rule for regulating our expectations, in

waiting for God. We need to know what we are wait-

ing for.

Quest. 2, How, and in what manner are we to wait

for him ?

Answ. 1. We are to wait believingly ; believing and
waiting are joined together, Pfal. xxvii. 13. I badfainted,

anlefs Ihad believed tofee the goodnefs ofGod in the land of
the living. Wait on the Lord, and be ofgood courage, and
he JJoallflrengthen thy heart. What is this waiting, but a

continued believing, and living by faith.

2. We are to wait on the Lord induflrioufly, obedient-

ly, and diligently : true faith is acting and working ; we
are to wait in the courfe of duty and diligence ; fo Elijah,

when he prayed for rain, and fent his fervant to fee if

there was any appearance thereof; he prayed again

and fent again, feven times.

3. We are to wait humbly: waiting is drawn from
the fervice of an inferior to a fuperior, that waits upon
him reverently and refpeclfully. O the infinite diflance

between God and us ! How humbly and reverently

mould we wait upon him, as our great Lord and Maf-
ter ? Pfal. exxiii. 1,2.

4. We are to wait hopefully, Lam. iii. 26. // is good
C

fir



492 The Saint's Duty Ser. LXXXVIIL
for a man both to hope, and quietly to wait for thefahation

of God. If his mercy be free, who would not wait and
hope in his mercy, however unworthy ?

5. We mould wait upon the Lord chearfully and af-

fectionately ; For he meeteth him that rejoiceth, and work-

eth righteoufnefs. JVhy art thou difcouraged, O my foul ; hope

thou in God, Pfal. xlii. 5. xiiii. 5. Give not way to

difcouragement and defpondency ; for thus we difhonour

God, and difcredit his way. He loveth a chearful giv-

er, a chearful feeker, a chearful waiter.

6. Wait on the Lord conjlantly and perfe-vereingly

;

Amos xii. 6. Wait on thy God continually. Wait at the

pool, till the Angel trouble the water : wait on him all

the days of your appointed time, till your change come.
There is no period here but death.

Quest. 3. When are we to wait, at what time?

Answ. At all times, as I was faying juft now; and
particularly in the way of his judgments. As,

1. A time of trouble and affliction.—Affiiclion from

God is the furnace wherein God tries his metal, tries

their faith, hope, and patience ; therein we are to wait

for him.—Afflictions from men ; fay not in your haMe,

You will repay mifchief to them that hurts you ; I will

have a-mends of fuch a man. Chrifl, when he was re-

viled, reviled not again ; when hefuffcred he threatened

not.—Afflictions from friends, from enemies, and devils
;

Job met with all thefe, and waited on God in them.

2. A time of want; outward want, is a time for

waiting : therefore we are called to he careful for no-

thing ; but in every thing by prayer andfupplication raake

our requefls known. Hath he provided a Chrifl for your

fouls ; and will he not provide a crumb for your bodies ?

Inward want ; When the poor and needy feek water, and

there is none, and their tongue failethfor thirft, I the Lord
will hear them, I the God of Ifrael will not forfake them.

I will open rivers in high places, andfountains in the midft

of the vallies : I zvill make the wildernefs a pool of water,

and the dry land fprings ofwater, Ifa. xii. 17, 18.

3. A time of temptation^ is a fit time for waiting on

the Lord ; fo Paul, when tempted, he bffoughi the Lord

thrice.

a. A
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4. A time of defertion ; Ifa. viii. 17. And I witt wait

upon the Lord that hidcth hisfacefrom the houfe
{

of Jacobs

and I will look for him.

5. A time offear; Pfal. lvi. 3. What time I am afraid

\

I will trufl in thee,

6. A time of weaknefs ; though called to duty or war-

fare, wait on him for ftrength ; They that wait on the

Lord [ball renew their ftrength, Ifa. xl. 31.

7. In a word, we are to wait on him in fecret, in pri-

vate, in public, in good and bad company, in all that

we go about, or are called to be employed in.

Quest. 4. Why are we to wait for him ?

Answ. 1. We are to wait on him, becaufe he hath

commanded us, Pfal. xxvii. 14. Wait on the Lord, he of
good courage, and he fball flrengthen thine heart ; wait, I
fay, on the Lord. Whatever he commands is furely our

duty : and there is no greater reafon, for any duty, than

his fovereign will.

2. Becaufe of his relation to us as our God, Maker,
and Matter ; Pfal. cxxiii. 2. Behold as the eyes of fer-

vants look unto the hands of their majlers, and as the eyes

of a maiden unto the hand of her miftrefs ; Jo our eyes wait

upon the Lord our God, until that he have mercy upon us.

3. Becaufe all th'mgs wait on him; Pfal. clxv. 15.

The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou qivefl them their

m$at in due feafon. All the inanimate creatures do fo

pafllvely ; we ought to do fo actively.

4. Becaufe it is our intereft ; Ifa. xxx. 18. Bleffed are

they that wait for him. Ifa. xl. 31. They that wait on the

Lord fhall renezv their ftrength ; they (ball mount up with

wings as eagles, they fhall run and not be weary, and they

fhall walk and not faint.

idly, We propofe to refolve fome objections, that may
be made againft this duty of waiting on God in the way
of his judgments.

[1.] Some plead againfl this duty, becaufe of their

darknefs and unclearnefs about their faving intereft in the

God they are called to wait upon : if I knew he was my
God, I might have encouragement to wait on him ; but

I am in the dark about my intereft in him, and why
ihould I wait for him?
V o l. V. . (^q q Answ,
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Answ. i. Let it be one of your reafons for waiting

upon God, to deal with him for making your right to

the covenant fure : Pray him to fend forth his light and

truth to he a guide to you.

2. Thy want of clearnefs, in this matter, doth not

make void his call and command to thee, to wait on

him. This is indeed neceffary for the doing it more
comfortably and fuccefsfully.

3. When you cannot wait on him, as one you know
to be yours, by fpecial right

;
you are to wait on him as

one that offers himfelf to you, and to be your's through

thrift.

4. Let not your darknefs be a lazy, idle darknefs

;

but be (lirred up to diligence by duty and means ; and

if thou art as diligent, tender, humble, and holy under

thy darknefs, as others under their light and afTurance,

it is well ; and will have an agreeable iffue.

[2.] Some plead, how can I wait on him, in the way
of his judgments, when I have procured thefe judgments

by my fins ? If my fufferings were cleanly, then I could

wait for God, under them ; but my manifold tranfgref-

fions have juftly provoked him to fend thefe judgments

on me.

Answ. i. Your fin bringing on judgments doth not

loofe your obligation to the duty of waiting upon God
under them, though it may make the performance more
difficult. In Pfal. cxxx. 1. there the Pfalmift is in t"he

deeps 1
yet he cries to God ; though fin was at the door,

therefore he cries alfo forforgivenntfs, ver. 3. ; intimat-

ing, that fin had brought him into the deeps.

2. Thou art the more obliged to wait upon God un-

der his judgments, that fin hath procured them; and

that whatever way you look on this duty of waiting.

(1.) If you underftand it for fubmiffion to God under

fad providences, and patient abiding God's time and

leifure for relief, then your fin is a ftrong motive to

this waiting. What better reafon for holy fubmiffion

to his judgments, than that we have brought them on

ourfelves ? And what better reafon to wait his time,

than that we, by our fin, deferve eternal mifery ? See

Micah vii. 7. / will look unto the Lord ; I -will

wait
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wait for the God of my fahation : my God will hear

me. Lam. iii. 39. Wherefore dolh a living man com-

-plain , a man for the punifoment of hisfins ? (2.) If you
underftand waiting for a hopeful expectation of good from
God, and of promifed covenant mercy, then the conn-

deration of thy fins ought not to hinder thy waiting for

this, in the way of his judgments, though thou halt pro-

voked him thereunto ; becaufe the ground of your hope
of the fulfilling of covenant promifes, is the free grace

of God in Chrift, who hath performed the condition of

the covenant : and fovereign grace can neither be fur-

thered by thy good, nor hindered by thy ill ; though
yet (till good things, promifed in the covenant, are to be
expected in the way of duty, not in the way of going on
in fin ; therefore, fet about the exercife of repentance,

judging thyfelf as Ephraim, Jer. xxxi. 18, 19, 20.; and
by faith apply to the fountain of the blood of Chrift,

1 John i. 9.

3. It hath been the practice of God's children to

wait upon him under judgments, even though they

were confeious of fin bringing them on, Pfal. xlix. 5.Wherefore fhould Ifear in the days of evil, when the ini-

quity of my heels fl)all compafs me about? Again faith the

church, Though our iniquities teflify againft us, yet do

thou for thy name's fake. Pardon mine iniquity, for it is

great. Have we not the more reafon to wait on him
for pardoning and purifying grace, that our fin hath

brought fad things upon us ?

4. Chrift fympathizes with you, even in thefe afflic-

tions which you bring upon yourfelves, by your fm.' As
a King, he corrects you for your fins, and yet as an
Hufband and Head fympathizes with you, and grieves

for the mifery that, by your fin and folly, you bring up-

on yourfelves, Ifa. lxiii. 9. In all their affliclions he is af-

jlided ; even in thefe they finfully procured. See Judges
x. 15, 16. Ifrael had by their idolatry provoked God
to give them up to a cruel enemy, yet it is faid, His foul

was grieved for the affliclion of Ifrael, Kow mould this

encourage us to wait on him, and expect his mercy ?

[3.] Some plead againft this duty in their heart,

from the fearfulnefs of the providence that befals them,

C^q q 2 the
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the irrecoverablenefs of their lofles, and the fingularity

cf their cafes ; Is there anyforrow like myforrow?
Answ. i. No trouble, be it ever fo great, hath be-

fallen you, but what others of God's children have ei-

ther met with the fame, or with the equivolent ; there-

fore, fay not your cafe is fingular, i Pet. iv. 1 2.

2. However fingular thy affliction be, yet (till thou art

the more obliged to this duty, as a duty fhaped out for

a fad condition. I know no wrathful difpenfation, a

child of God can fall under, that doth not confift with

thoughts of peace towards them, to give them an ex-

pected end ; and where it is not good for him both to

hope and quietly wait for the falvation of God, Lam.
iii. 26.

3. In waiting for God, we are to wait for what he
hath promifed, and as he hath promifed it. Your tem-
poral lofles, be it of a friend, an hufband, wife, father,

mothe. , children, &c. may indeed be irrecoverable : in

many cafes you are not to expect a reftoration of the

particular thing, by the lofs whereof God corrects you :

but it is fufficient, if he gives you as good ; if he gives

you in gold what you have loft in filver He can make
up your lofles another way, by giving thee as good

;

yea, and making thee find more comfort, fweetnels, and
fatisfacYion in himfelf, than ever thou haft found in thefe

enjoyments. Some lofles cannot be repaired without a

miracle, in the particular itfelf ; and for this thou haft

no promife : but thou art to wait on him for the fancli-

fication of thy lofs, and for a fweet up-making of it.

4. Senfe and reafon, which go upon vifible appear-

ances, are not the grounds of faith, nor of waiting up*

on God ; but the covenant and promife is the ground
therefore. Therefore, having God's word to build up-

on, on him you are to wait ; though there be nothing

appearing to fenfe and reafon that promifes relief: but
let faith look to what God hath fpoken in his holi-

nefs ; and then there is ground to rejoice and to hope.

Faith, which is the evidence of things not feen, will fee

falvation coming, when fenfe cannot perceive it, but
feems to fee the quite contrary : therefore, learn to walk
byfaith, and not byfight, 2 Cor. v. 7,

[4.] Some
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[4.] Some plead, they have waited long, and are

not the better, but rather tryfled with greater trouble
;

and therefore are ready to fay, Why Jhould I wait on the

Lord any longer? The longer I wait, the greater my
trouble grows.

Answ. i. It is not ftrange though the Lord mould
make his people wait long

;
yea, wait for good, and

behold evil, and make greater trouble moulder out the

lefler, Jer. viii. 15. We lookedfor peace, but no good came ;

and for a time of health, and behold trouble. Micah i. 12.

For the inhabitants of Maroth waited carefully for good

;

but evil came down from the Lord unto the gate of Jeruja-

lem. When the end for which affliction came is not

reached ;
yet dill it is our duty to continue waiting,

while he continues afflicting, Hof. xii 6. Wait on thy

God continually. We are to wait on him, till the day of

calamity by over paft ; Pfalm lvii. i. Be merciful unto me,

O God, be merciful unto me, for my foul trufleth in thee

:

yea, in the fhadow ofthy zvings will I make my refuge, until

thefe calamities be overpafl.

2. Whatever be the changes of divine providence, his

love is unchangeable. He may multiply new troubles,

inftead of delivering from old ones
;

yet all this cannot

feparate from his love, Rom. viii. 35,—38.

3. Let times of trouble be never fo great or long,

yet they are not comparable either to the eternal torments

of the damned ; or the eternal joys of the redeemed :

the former thou haft deferved, the latter thou art en-

tittled to. Why then fret, and not wait patiently on
God, under thy troubles ? They are nothing to the e-

ternal mifery of the damned, from which thou art deli-

vered ; nothing to the eternal happinefs of the redeemed,

to which thou haft aright \ and that will foon fwallow

up all forrow.

4. Let them be never fo great, or of long continuance,

they will have an end ; The expeclaiicn of the needy fhall not

pcr/fjfor ever, Pfal. ix. 1 8. See Pfal. xxxvii. 37. Many are

the affliclions ofthe righteous ; but the Lord delivereth him cut

of them all, Pfalm xxxiv. 1 9. The vifion is for an appoint-

ed time, Hab. ii. 3. I waited patiently for the Lord, and

he inclined unto me, and heard my cry* Pfalm xl. 1. The
Lord's
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Lord's time, of giving out covenant mercies, is the due
time, the only time, the bed time, the fiteft time.
Through haflinefs of ipirit you may think it is more than
time, that the promifed outgate, or promifed mercy were
given

; but thou art not a competent judge, in this cafe.

If we get our mercies or outgate in our time, God would
loofe the glory, and we would loofe the advantage he
defigns thereby : he hath made every thing beautiful in

his time, not in ours. Let nothing therefore hinder
your waiting on him, in the way of his judgments. He
is a God of judgment

;

, and hlejfed are all they that wait for
him, Ifa. xxx. 18.

We now proceed to offer fome directions, for the right

management of this duty of waiting on the Lord in the
way of his judgments.

Say you, I cannot wait for God, being of an unbe-
lieving fretful fpirit. What help would you offer ?—

-

Answ. In general, without a change of nature, by
regenerating grace ; and without flrength, by the aflifting

grace of the Spirit, it is impoffible this duty can be
performed. Be fenfible of this. And more particularly,

1. Labour to fee the infufficiency and vanity of all

things befide God ; and to have a right uptaking of his

fufficiency, and gracioufnefs through Chrift, to be forth-

coming for thee in thy word condition : without this^ a
foul will never wait for God. While people expect re-

lief from the creature ; and from this and the other

mean ; and fee not the infufficiency of all things befide

God, and how unprofitable and unfuccefsful every courfe

•will prove, without him, they will never look to God
and wait for him. And while people have no fpiritual

uptaking of the fufficiency of God, for their upmaking
in every condition, and of his gracioufnefs to make that

fufficiency forthcoming through Chrift, but entertain

jealous thoughts of God, they will not wait upon him

:

but if men had once a view of creature-infufficiency,

and of God's all-fufficiency, and of his gracioufnefs to

make it forthcoming, this would marvellouily help to

wait for him, and cry, Jjhur Jhall notfave us, neither will

ivefay any more to the work of our hands^Te are our gods,-

Hof. xiv. 3.
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2. Frequently call up your fouls to this duty, refo-

lutely efTaying it, over the belly of all obftru&ions and
difficulties; as in Ifa. viii. 17. Micah vii. 7. Pfal. iii. 5.

:

Such refolutions would put the foul in a waiting and
watching pofture.

3. By faith bring ftrength from Chrift, who can eafi-

ly impower you, Philip, iv. 13.; for, without him we
can do nothing ; and bring all encouragement from the

covenant, where there are promifes made of waiting,

and to waiting. Pfal. xxvii. 14. Wait on the Lord and
be ofgood courage : Objection ; but I cannot : why then

it is added, He willJirengthen thine heart. There are al-

fo fweet promifes to waiting, Ifa. xl. 31. xxx. 18. lxiv. 4.

But they that wait upon the Lordfjail renewtheir ftrength :

they /ball mount up with wings as eagles, theyfhall run and
not he weary, and theyfh'all walk and not faint.—jlnd there-

fore will the Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto you,

and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy up-

on you : for the Lord is a God ofjudgment ; hie[fed are all

they that wait for him.—For jince the beginning of the

world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, nei-

ther hath the eye feen, O God, befides thee, what he hath

prepared for him that waiteth for him. Lam. iii. 25. The
Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the foul that

feeketh him,

4 Be much in prayer for a waiting frame, and a-

gainft the diftempers of the fpirit that hinders it. Go
and tell God of your wants, and of your ills ; and pray

him to give that patience, faith, hope, and holy fub-

miilion, and a waiting Spirit ; Their heartfhall live that

feek God.

5. Let it be a deed of the foul; My foul doth wait,

faith the Pfalmift. (1.) Let it be a knowing diftind

deed of the foul ; Truly ourfoul waiteth for him, Pialm
lxii. i. (2.) A voluntary deed of the foul ; not of necef-

fity, but of choice, and with delight, Micah vii. 7. /

will wait for the God of my [ahation. (3.) An earned
deed of the foul; Rom. viii. 19. The earneft expectation

of the creature, waiteth for the manifestation of the- fins of
God ; as the weary watch waits and longs for the mor-
ning-, Pfal. exxx. 6. (4.) An humble deed of the foul.

Wait-
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Waiting properly, takes in the difiance that is between
an inferior and fuperior, the perfon waited on, and the

perfon waiting ; As the eyes of the fervants look to the

bands of their mafters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto

the hand of her miflrefs ; fo our eyes wait upon the Lord
our God, until that he have mercy upon us, Pfal. cxxiii. 2.

Confider the great difiance between God, your heaven-
ly Mafter, and you. (5.) Let it be a refolute deed
like that, I havefworn, and I will perform.—Pfal. xxvii.

4. One thing have I defired of the Lord, that will Ifeek

after, that I may dwell in the houfe of the Lord all the

days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to

enquire in his temple. (6.) Let it be a fixed and con-

ftant deed of the foul, notwithstanding of one difappoint-

rnent on the back of another, during the whole way
of his judgments. Wait on thy God continually, Hof. xii.

6. I am weary of my crying, my throat is dried ; mine eyes

fail, while I wait upon thee, Pfal. lxix 3. Wait on God
in the way following the text; The defire of ourfoul is

to thy name.

We now offer fome Motives to enforce a compliance

with the duty. 1. Confider that God, and the good
things, you need, in your fad condition, are worth the

waiting for, were it never fo long, Pfal. Ixv. 5, 6, 7.

My foul wait thou only upon God ; fr my expectation is

from him. He only is my rock and my falvation : he is my
defence ; Ifhall not be moved. In God is my falvation and

my glory : the rock of my flren^lh, and my refuge is in God.

Shall a hufbandman have patience for the fruit of the

earth, aud wait for the former and the latter rain ; and

the foldier wait for victory ; the merchant for gain, and

the watch for the morning ; and yet mail not fouls in

trouble wait for God, their Rock, their Salvation, their

Refuge, &c. ? 2. The time of God's delaying promi-

fed mercies and relief, is God's waiting time, as well as

ours, Ifa. xxx. 18. He waiteth that he may be gracious.

He expects a fuitable time to mew mercy. Thou think-

er! thou waitefl long for God ; but truly he waits as long

for thee, and for a fit feafon to mew mercy on the foul

that waits for him, 3. Waiting for God in trouble,

keeps
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keeps from being taken away with the temptation that

attends the trouble. Satan takes the time of trouble to

winnow poor fouls, with his temptations, and to drive

them away from God to fome monftrous courfe or o-

ther, for relief: but when the foul is once got to a wait-

ing poflure ; they are much fecured againit thefe tern-

tations. I trufted in him, and am helped. Walton the

Lord, and he will firengthen thine heart. 4. God doth

all things well; and maketh all things work together for

good to them that love, and wait for him, Rom. viii. 28.

They fhall all be brought to fay, that he hath dealt well

with them, according to his word. Therefore, in the way
of his judgments, let us wait on him. 5. Confider how
complete he is ; Chrift is all and in all. Confider how
deferable he is ; he is altogether lovely. Therefore wait

on him even in the way of his judgments.

We have reafon to expect, that before good days

come, there fhall terrible days come. Why, God hath

given fuch a commiffion as Ifaiah got, chap. vi. 10. Go
make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy ,

andflout their eyes : left they fee with their eyes, and hear

with their ears, and underftand with their heart, and con-

vert, and be healed. We cannot limit the Lord, nor

fpeak of his time : but furely the fins of our day are

greater than the fins of thofe in Ifaiah's time ; for

we have finned againfl greater light, clearer gofpel

light, than ever they had. And the greater our privileges

are, the greater our guilt in neglecting them : the great-

er our guilt, the more awful will our judgments be.

Perhaps he is to make the nations before the Defire of

all nations (hall come. Believe, watch, and pray, for

your enemies are living and lively : corruption is not de-

flroyed. Watch, and make not your watching your

burden : but take up with it in a gofpel way, which is

the eafy way, and the pleafant way. How ? You know-

it is not the bufinefs of the watch to fight the enemies ;

but, whenever the enemy appears, to go and tell the

captain-general : fo, your bufinefs, in watching, is not to

go furth againfl the enemy ; but whenever you fee him
appearing, whenever Satan attacks, by any temptation,

and upon the verv firft motion of the enemv, go and

Vo l. V. Rrr tell
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tell the Captain of falvation, faying, " Lord, here is the
" enemy ; Lord help me." See that you miftake not

Chrift, when you cry to him, and he feemeth not to

hear and anfwer. Miftake him not ; the woman of Ca-

naan knew the mind of Chrift better ; notwithstanding

all the repulfes fhe met with, me looked through them

all to his kind heart. Remember what David did,

Pfalm lxxxv. 8. / will hear what God the Lord will

[peak : I will hear him. Satan, fin, and the world put

in their word ; but they have never a good word

to fay of Chrift : therefore, I will not hear what

they fay, nor what unbelief faith, nor whatever the ene-

my faith : but / will hear what God the Lord will fay ;

he will/peak peace, as a God in Chrift reconciling the

world to himfeif : he fpeaks peace in the covenant of

grace. He fpeaks peace in his word ; I will hear him,

and liften to his word. Come to Jefus, faying, Lord,

help me, However great the congregation is, yet there

is room in Chrift for you all : therefore, I beg you will

all come to him, and wait on him ; and come you muft

to him, or periih. Let the echo of your foul then be,

We have come unto thee, O Lord
; yea, in the way of

thy judgments, Lord, have we waitedfor thee.

The End of the Fifth Volume,
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